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CHAPTER L 
T%e Brtmswid: Line. 

Ths origin of the Brunswick Family is lost in the 
fabulous ages of the north. The mi occnrrence 
of the name has been dimly traced by th^-Geiman 
antiquaries to the invasion of the Roman empire 
under Attila, in the middle of the fifth century. 
Among the tribes which that almost universal chief- 
tain poured down upon Italy, the Scyrri (Hirri or 
Herali) are found, whose king, Eddico^was sent as 
one of Attila's ambassadors to the court of Theodo- 
sius. The native country of the Scyrri was, like 
that of the principal invaders, in the north of Europe ; 
and they are supposed, on PMny'e authority, to have 
possessed the marshes of Swedish Pomerania, and 
some of the islands near the mouth of the Baltic. 

On the sudden death of Attila and the dismember- 
ment of his conquests, the Scyrri seized upon a large 
tract bordering on the Danube. But the possession 
was either too tempting or too catelessly held, to be 
relinquished without a struggle by the fierce chief- 
tains, who, in returning from Italy, had seen the fer- 
tility of Pomerania. The Scyrri were involved in 
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a fuiious war, which seems to have spread from the 
Adriatic to the Euxine. The calamities of Rome 
were mereilessly revenged by the wounds inflicted 
in this mutual havoc of her conquerors ; jand in one 
of those battles, in which extermination or victory 
were the only sdternatives, the tribe of the Pomera- 
nian Scyrri were totally cut off, with Eddico, their 
king, at their head, and Gublph, his son, or brother, 
whose name is then first heard in history. 

But the fortunes of the Scyrri were destined to be 
rapidly revived by one of the most singular and for- 
tunate conquerors of a time remarkable for striking' 
changes of fortune. A remnant of the tribe, unable 
or unwilling to follow their king in the Roman inva- 
sion, had, by remaining in Pomerania, escaped the 
general extinction. Odoacer, the son of the fallen 
king, put himself at their head, and marched from 
the Baltic to revenge the slaughter of his country- 
men. Like many of the northern chieftains, he had 
been educated, probably as a hostage, in the Roman 
camps, and had been familiar with the habits of the 
accomplished but profligate court of the Western 
Empire. His address and valour raised him to the 
command of the German troops in the service of the 
throne. Some slight which he received from Ores- 
tes, his former general, but now the father of the 
emperor ; or, more probably, his own lofty and daring 
ambition, stimidated him to the seizure of a diadem 
disgraced by the feebleness of its possessor. Sword 
in hand, he forced Augustulus to abdicate ; and, under 
the name of the Patrician, Odoacer ascended tiie 
throne of the Cesars. 

Power won by the sword is naturally lo«t by the 
sword; and Theodoric, the Goth, diluted the sove- 
reignty. After a succession of battles, in which the 
courage and military skill of Odoacer earned the 
praise of history, artifice circumvented the soldier ; 
he was assassinated at a banquet, within ten years 
of his triumph, his dynasty extinguished, and his 
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tribe, with his brother Guelph at their head, driven 
out once more to create a kingdom for themaeHes 
by their valour. But this expulsion wm the tn*B 
origin of that singular fortune by which the Goelphic 
blood has been the fount of sovereignty to the m*ae 
renowned quarters of Europe. 

Guelph (variously called Anulphus, Wulfoade, and 
Onulf,) saw, with a soldier's eye, the advantage 
which a position in the Tyrolese hills gave to the 
possessor, for the purposes of invasion or defence. 
Expelling the Roman colonists, he established his 
kingdom in the mountains, formed alliances with the 
neighbouring tribes, and, looking down upon Ger- 
many on one side, and upon the loveliness and mag- 
nificence of Italy on the other, calmly prepared lus 
people for future supremacy.* 

Without following the progress of this distin- 
guiehed line through the conflicts of the dark ages, 
and the restless revolutions of power in the Italian 
sovereignties ; we come to the authorized conclusion, 
that the house of Brunswick have held rank among 
the Gennan princes for six hundred ^ears. 

From George the First the ascent is clear up to the 
first Duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg, who re- 
ceived his investiture from the Emperor Frederick 
the Second in the middle of the 13th century. Still, 
this investiture was less an increase of honours than 
a shade on the ancient splendour of a family, whose 
dominions had once numbered Bavaria and Saxony, 
then of the size of kingdoms^ and whose influence 
was felt from the Baltic to the Mediterranean. But 
the direct mala line of the Brunswick princes is 
Italian. 

The marquises or sovereigns of Este, Liguria, and 
perhaps of Tuscany, were among its first branches. 
** In the eleventh century the primitive stem was 
divided into two. The elder migrated to the banks 

' * HaUiday > Annals of the Home of Hanover. 
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of the Baniibe and the Elbe; the younger more 
humbly adhered to the shores of the Adriatic. The 
dij^es of Brunswick and the kings of Great Britain 
are the descendants of the first : the dukes of Fer- 
mcra and Modena are the offspring of the second/'* 
A singular compact in the sixteenth century added 
to the celebrity of the house of Brunswick Lunen- 
burg. William, the reigning duke, fourth son of 
Ernest, who had obtained for himself a title more 
illustrious than that of thrones, the Confessor, by 
his support of the great Protestant Confession of 
Augsburg ; had left fifteen children, seven of whom 
were sons. The young princes, on the death of their 
father in 1593, resolved, for the purpose of keeping 
up their house in undiminished dignity, that but one 
of them should marry: the marriage to be decided 
by lot, and the elder brother to have the undivided 
inheritance and be succeeded by the next surviror. 
The lot was drawn by the sixth brother, George, who 
married Ann Eleanora, daughter of the Landgrave 
of Hesse Darmstadt, by whom he had five children. 
The compact was solemnly kept by the brothers, and 
drew so much notice by its romantic fidelity, that the 
Sultan Achmet the First pronounced it "worth a 
man's while to take a journey through Europe to be 
an eye-witness of such wonderful brotherly affection 
and princely honour." 



The accession of George the Third to the throne 
of these realms was welcomed by the whole British 
empire. The difficulties which had thwarted the 
popularity of his two immediate predecessors were 
past ; the party of the exiled dynasty had been wasted 
away by time, or alienated by the proverbial selfish- 
ness and personal folly of the Stuarts ; a war was 
just closea, in which all tHfe recollections of England 

* Gibboirs Potthunjooa Works. 



-yftfe o£ irtumphs and tenitories won from the liabiu 
oal diBtiiii)er of fiurope ; conunerce was haing from 
the ej^ods always thrown round it by war, but ruong 
with a strength and splendour unseen before, shoot- 
ing oyer the farthest regions of the world those 
bc^s which are at once light and life, brightening 
and devdoping regicbs scarcely known by name, 
and fiUuig their bosom with the rich and vigorous 
fi»rtilil7 of European arts, oomftMrts, and knowledge, 
• All the acts of the young king strengthened the 
national good*will. His speech from the throne was 
deservedly applauded as the dictate of a manly and 
generous heart ; and this characteristic was made a 
wise topic of congratulation in the corresponding 
addresses of the people. " It is our peculiar happi- 
ness," said the London Address, "that your Majesty^s 
heart is truly English; and that you have discovered 
in your earliest years the warmest affection to the 
laws and constitution of these kingdoms." 

An expression in the king's addbress to the privy 
^uncil was seized with peculiar avidity as a proof 
alike of his head and heart. " I depend," said he, 
on the support of every honesi math — ^a sentiment 
which united republican simplicity with kingly 
honour. He prohibited the court flattery then cus- 
tomary in the pulpit to the sovereign, reprimanding 
Wilson, one of his chaplains^ in the expressive words, 
'—"That he came to church to hear the [^raises of 
God, and not his own." The independence of the 
judges was among his first objects ^ and on the dis- * 
solution of parliament he consummated the national 
homage, by forladding all ministerial interference in 
the elections, and magnanimously declaring that 
•* He would be tried by his country." 

The royal marriage now became a consideration 
of public importance. A bride was sought among 
the immediate connexions of the Royal Family, and 
the Princess Dowager proposed Sophia Charlotte, 
daughter of the Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, 
B 
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Lord Harcoart was made the bearer of the prcmosa]* 
which was unhesitatingly accepted. The fotine 
queen arrived at St. James's on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, 1761. At nine on the same evening, wiui die 
formal rapidity of court marriages, she was wedded; 
and from that time, through hSif a century, became 
an object of interest and respect to the British na- 
tion. 

It was one of the striking features of the Hanover 
line, that it for the first time united the blood of the 
four races of kings,— ^the British, the Cambro-British, 
the Scottish, and the English; deducing the sueces* 
sion from Cadwaldr, last king of the Britons, thioufffa 
the seventeen princes of Wales, to Gule^ Dcui, 
sistor and heiress of Dafydd, married to Ralph Mor- 
timer, and thence through 

19. Roger, their son. 

20. Edmund Mortimer, his son. 

31. Roger, son of Edmund, first Eari of March. 

32. Edmond, son of Ro^er, married to Philii^, 
daughter and heiress of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, 
third son of Edward the Third. 

33. Roger, their son. 

24. Anne, daughter and heiress of Roger, married 
to Richard of Conisburg, Eari of Cambndge. 
26. Richard, Duke of York, their son. 

26. Edward the Fourth, eldest son of Richard. 

27. Elizabeth, Edward's eldest sister, married to 
Henry the Seventh. 

28. Margaret, their eldest daughter, married to 
James the Fourth of Scotland. 

29. James the Fifth of Scotland, .their son. 

30. Mary, Queen of Scots, daughter of James. 

31. James the First of England, son of Mary, by 
Lord Damley. 

32. Elizabeth, daughter of James, married to Fre- 
derick, Elector Palatine. 

33. Sophia, their daughter, married to Ernest Au- 
gustus, Elector of Hanover. 
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34. George the FurstytbeirsoD. 

35. George the SecHHid, his son. 

36. FiederickfPhnoe of Wales, son of George the 
Second. 

37. George the Third, his son. 

38. George the Fourth, his son.* 



CHAPTER n. 
Birth of the Prince. 

Oh the 12th of August, the birth of the heir-ap- 
parent was announced; her Royal Highness the 
Princess Dowager of Wales, the ladies of her ma- 
jesty's bedchamber, and the chief lords of the privy 
council, being in attendance. 

On this occasion the king's popularity, indepen* 
dently of the great interests connected with ^e royal 
succession, luul excited the most universal public 
feeling. As the time of the queen's accouchement 
drew nigh, the national anxiety increased. It was 
raised to its height by the intelligence, on the eve- 
nin^ of the 11th, that her majesty's illness was im- 
mediately at hand. The great officers of state were 
now ordered to await the summons in the neighbour* 
hood of the royal bedchamber ; a precaution which 
sounds strangely to our ears, but which has been 
considered a matter of propriety, from the imputa^ 
tions thrown on the birdi of the son of James the 
Second. 

* <( Yorke'8 Bmral TribM." Thoae who deaire to Mareh deeper teto 
ihe antlqaitlef of Uie Hanoreriaa line, may examine **£eeard*a Ort- 
gtoes OueUictt,'* **Muratori*a AnUclrita Eetenafe,** iot the Ralian 
bnach ; and Sir Andrew flalliday'a " Annals of the House ef Hano- 
ver/* for a 4etaU of dw vacioas pois Mrio ni and alUances of tlie 
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The palace waa erowded during the night. At 
four in the morning the Princess Dowager of Wales 
arrived. The queen had heen taken slightly ill some 
time before. The great officers of state were in at- 
tendance in the anteroom of the royal chamber from 
five; and at twenty-four minutes past seven the joy- 
ful news was spread through the palace that an heir 
was bom to the throne. lAie sound was caught with 
enthusiasm by the people, who had long since 
thronged the avenues of St. James's, was instantly 
conveyed through London, and was hailed by all as 
an event which accomplished the singular public 
prosperity of the new reign. 

On those occasions popular feeling delights in seiz- 
ing on every fortunate coincidence. TOe day was 
deemed auspicious, as the anniversary of the Hano- 
ver succession. But a more direct popular triumph 
occurred whfle the king was yet receiving the con- 
gratulations of the nobility. 

Of all wars, in those times, the most popular was 
a Spanish war ; and of all prizes, the most magnifi- 
cent was a Spanish galleon. The Hermione, one of 
those treasure-ships, sailing from Lima, had been 
taken in May, off Cape St. Vincent, by three Enfflish 
frigates. Rumour had exaggerated the wealth on 
board to the enormous sum of twelve millions ster- 
ling in silver, besides the usual precious merchandise 
from the Spanish settlements. But the actual trea- 
sure was immense ; the officers made fortunes, and 
even the share of a common sailor, though three 
crews were to divide the capture, was computed at 
nearly one thousand pounds. The chief cargo was 
silver, but many bags of gold were found hidden in 
the dollar chests, probably to evade some impost at 
Cadiz, which largely increased the value to the for- 
tunate captors. 

The wagons conveying the treasure had arrived 
in London on the night before, and were on this 
morning to have passed before the palace in their 
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-way to the Tower. Almost at the moment of ao- 
oooncing the royal birth, the cavalcade waa Men en- 
tering St James's Street, escorted by cavalry and 
infantry with trumpets sounding, the enemy's flags 
waving over the wagons, and the whole s'nrrounded 
by the multitude that sndi an event would naturally 
collect. The sudJen spectacle (a striking and even 
trimnpiiant one) led the king and the nobility to the 
palace windows. The news of the prince's birth 
was now sfiread like flame ; and innumerable voices 
rose at once to wish the y^ung heir prosperity. A. 
Roman would have predicted, that an existence be- 
gan under such omens must close without a cloud* 
The khog, in the flower of youth, and with the exulta- 
tion of a sovereign, and the still deeper delifht of 
a father, was conspicuous in exhibiting his feeling 
of the pnUic congratulati<Hi; and the whole scene 
was long spoken of as one of the most natural and 
animated exhibitions of national joy known in the 
reign. 

George the Third had commenced his sovereignty 
with a manly and generous declaration of his pride 
in being bom a Briton, — a declaration in which he 
had the more merit from its being his own, and from 
its being made in defiance of the cold-blooded states- 
manslnp which objected to it in the privy council, as 
a reflection on the Hanoverian bkth of the two for- 
mer kings. The result showed the superior wisdcmi 
of a warm heart to a crafty head; for this single 
sentence superseded the popular memory of every 
other syllable in the roysd speech, and became in- 
stantly the watchword of national affection to the 
tiirone. 

But the king followed the principle into the details 
of life. He loved to be a thorough Englishman. 
Like every man of sense, he scorned all a&ctation ; 
and, above all, scorned the affectation of foreign 
manners. The lining effeminacy, the melancholy 
jargon, the French and German foppery of the 
B3 
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iniista(^ed and segared race that the cofiee-hoiiae 
life of the continent has propagated among us, would 
have found no favour in the eyes of this honest and 
high-princii^ed king. Honour to God and justice to 
man, public respect for religion and private guidance 
by its spirit, public decorum and personal virtue, a 
lofty and generous zeal for the dignity of his crown 
and people, and a vigilant yet affectionate discipline 
in his f Amily and household, were the characteristics 
of George the Third, But even in his royalty he 
loved to revive the simple customs of English do- 
mestic life : and his famous speech from the throne 
€(carcely gave more national delight and assurance 
of an English heart, than the homely announcement, 
which foUowed in a few days after the queen's re- 
'covery ; that the royal infant was to be shown in its 
cradle to all who called at the palace ; and that their 
majesties, after the old li^lish custom, invited the 
visiters to cake and caudle. 

On the 17th of August, a few days after his birth, 
^s royal highness had been created Prince of Wales 
by patent, in addition to that weight of honours 
"Which devolves on the heir of Hie British and Hano- 
verian sovereignties. The title of Prince of Wales 
was one of the trophies of the conquest of Llewellyn, 
and was originally conferred by the first Edward upon 
his son in 1284, investing him by cap, coronet, verge, 
and ring. The title is exclusively devoted to me 
eldest son of the throne, except where it has been en- 
grossed by the throne itself. 

The eldest son is also, as inheriting from the Scot- 
tish kings, hereditary Steward of Scotland, Duke of 
Rothsay, Earl of Carrick, and Baron of Renfrew ; 
titles conferred by Robert the Third, king of Scot- 
land, on the prince his eldest son, in 1399 ; and ftp- 
predated for ever to the princes of Scotland from 
their birth. 

The heir-apparent is bom Duke of Cornwall, and 
possessor of the revenues of the dutchy. But it » 
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^iQgular that he has no Irish title, white all the junior 
hranches of the royal family enjoy honours from Ire- 
land. 

Addresses rapidly flowed in from the leading pub* 
lie bodies : that of the city seemed to have imlxxlied 
the substance of the chief popular testimonials. 
After congratulating his majesty on the birth, it al- 
luded to the Hanover succession. ^ So important 
an event, and upon a day ever sacred to liberty, fills 
us with the most grateful sentiments to the Divine 
Goodness, which has thus early crowned your ma- 
jesty's domestic happiness, andi opened to your peo- 
ple the agreeable prospect of permanence and sta> 
bility to the blessings which tney derive from the 
wisdom and steadiness of your majesty's victorious 
reign." This was courteous. But the addresses of 
the clergy were observed to be generally in a higher 
tone; and the address of the clergy of the province 
of Canterbury was distinguished by a direct appeal 
to these great doctrines on which the constitution 
stands. The king's answer was manly, and suitable 
to the free king of a free people. " He saw with pe- 
culiar pleasure tlieir gratitude to Heaven for the bir A 
of a Protestant heir. Their confidence in his fixed 
intention to educate the prince in every principle of 
(Civil and religious liberty, was truly acceptable to 
him ; and he desired them to rely upon him for ob- 
serving his pledges to the empire, and for leaving no- 
thing imdone that could promote the sacred interests 
of Christian piety and moral virtue, and transmit to 
fiosterity our most happy constitution." 

The fickleness of popularity is the oldest lesson 
of public life : yet the sudden change of public feel- 
ing towards George the Third is among its most re- 
markable and unaccoimtable examples. No Euro- 
pean thrcme had been ascended for the last hundred 
years by a sovereign more qualified by nature and 
circumstances to win ^ golden opinions" from his 
people. Youth, strikin^appearance, a fondness not 
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less for the eay and graceful amusements of court 
life than for £ose field sjports which make the popu- 
lar indulgence of the English landholder, a strong 
sense of the national value of scientific and literary 
pursuits, piety unquestionably sincere, and morals 
on which even satire never <&red to throw a stain, 
were the claims of the king to the approbation of his 
people. In all those points also the contrast of the 
new reign with those of the two preceding monarchs 
was signally in its favour. 

Horace Walpole, a man rendered caustic by a sense 
of personal failure, and whose pen delighted to fling 
sarcasm on all times and men ; for onoe forgets his 
nature, and gives way to panegyric in speaking of 
the young kmg. ** The new reign begins with great 
propriety and decency. There is great dignity and 
grace in the king's manner. I don't say this, like my 
dear Madame de Sevign^, because he was civil to me : 
but the part is well acted. The young king has all 
the appearance of being amiable, nniere is great 
grace to temper much dignity, and a good nature 
which breaks out upon all occasions." 

The choice of Lord Bute as his prime minister 
tarnished all the king's qualities in the general eye. 
Insinuations that this handsome nobleman owed his 
rank at once to the passion of the princess dowager, 
and to arbitrarjr principles in the kmg, — ^insinuations 
never substantiated, and in their nature altogether 
improbable, — ^were enough to turn the spirit of that 
multitude who take their opinions from the loudest 
clamourer. Wilkes, a man broken in fortune, and 
stiU more broken in character, hopeless of returning 
to the ranks of honourable life, and both too noto- 
rious and too intemperate to be fit for any thing but 
faction, had been buoyed up into a bastard influence 
chiefly by the national jealousy of Scotland.* 

***Ko iMttieMt fovenunont-HM Scotch mlniiter-«nd no Lord 
flooifo StokflUo," wore Uie witclQvordi of tbe tlnw, placarded on tba 
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But Lord Bute had soon ceased to be the object. 
A nobler quarry was found in the king. Tlie ** eagle 
towering in his pride of place, was by the mousing 
owl hawked at ;'' and though not degraded in the 
opinion of men of honour and virtue, yet, with the 
multitude, his intentions were vilified, his personal 
qualities were turned into caricature, and his popu- , 
larity was suddenly obscured, if not extinguished, 
by the arts of a- demagogue, scandalous and criminal 
in every mode by which the individual can earn ex- 
clusion from society. 

I^inces soon become public personages; and it 
cannot foe denied that his royal bigness msplayed 
himself at a sufficiently early age ; for in 1766 he 
received a dq)utation from the Society of Ancient 
Britons, on St. David's- day. The prince's answer 
to their address was certainly not long, for it was 
siniply^tt He thanked them for this mark of duty to 
the king, and vnshed prosperity to the charity." 
Though probably an earlier speech has been seldom 
made ; for the speaker was not (|uite three years old. 
But it was not lost on the corartiers. They declared 
it to have been delivered with the happiest grace of 
manner and action ; and that the features of future 
oratory were more than palpable : all which we are 
bound to believe. In December of the same year 
he was invested with the order of the garter, along 
with the Karl of Albemarle and the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick. 

walls, and eehoed by the mob : Uie tlnee conbining aU tbe gtkmmcm 
of a party, afilieted by that most angiy of all Maapoat-tho desin 
to get into place. 
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CHAPTER m. 

The Prinee*8 Elducatian. 

Tbb prince had now reached a period when it be- 
came necessary to commence his education. Lord 
Hoidemesse, a nobleman of considerable attain- 
ments, but chiefly recommended by his dignity of 
manner and knowledge of the court, was appointed 
governor: Dr. Markham and Cyril Jackson were 
the preceptor and sub-preceptor. 

Markham had attracted the royal notice by his 
celebrity as a schoolmaster. At the a^ of thirty he 
had soared to the height of professional glory ; for 
he was placed at the head of Westminster School, 
where he taught for fourteen years. The masters 
of the leading schools are generally cheered by some 
church dignity, and Markham received the deanery 
of Christ Church : from this he had been transferred to 
Chester; and it was while he was in possession of 
the bishopric, that he was selected for the precep- 
torship of the Prince of Wales. 

But this private plan of education was severely 
criticised. It was pronounied to be a secluded, soh- 
tary, and narrow scheme for court thraldom, fitter to 
make the future sovereign a bigot or a despot, than 
the generous and manly leader of a generous and 
manly people. 

The old controversy on the rival merits of publio 
and private education was now revived ; and, to do 
the controversialists justice, with less of the spirit 
of rational inquiry than of fierce and prejudiced paiw 
tisanship. 

The great schools were panegyrized, as Iveeding 
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a ndble equality among the sons of men of the va^ 
yious ranks of society ; as inspiring those feelings of 
honour and independence, which in after-life make 
the man lift up his fearless front in the presence of 
his superiors in all but knowledge and virtue ; and 
as pre-eminently trasmngtheyouth of the land to that 
personal resolution, mental resource, and intellec- 
tual dignity, which are essential to ^eiy honourable 
career; and are concenial, above all, to the free 
spirit and high*'minded habits of England. 

All those advantages must be conceded, though 
burlesqued and tarnished by the fantastic and selM 
tales of extraordinary facihties furnished to the man 
fey the companions of the boy ; oi the road to for- 
tmie smoothed, the ladder of eminmice miraculously 
placed in his grasp, the coronet, the mitre, the high- 
est and most sparkling honours of statesmansmp, 
held forth to the aspirant by the hand of eaify asso- 
ciation. — ^Hopes, in their conception mean, in their 
nature infinitely fallacious^ and m their anticipation 
altogether opposed to the openness and manly self- 
respect, which'it is the first duty of those schools to 
create in the young mind. Yet the moralist may 
well tremble at that contamination of morals which 
so often defies the vigilance of the tutor; the man 
of limited income is entitled to reprobate the halnts 
of extravagance engendered in the great schools; 
and the parent who values the affections of his chil- 
dren, may justl}r dread the reckless and unruly self- 
will, the young insolence, and the sullen- and heart- 
less disdain of parental authority, which spring up at 
a distance from the paternal eye. But the question 
is decided by the fact, that without public education 
a large portion of the youth of England would re- 
ceive no education whatever ; while some of the 
more influential would receive, in tlie feeble indul- 
gences of opulent parentage and the adulation of do- 
mestics, an education worse than none. Tlie ad- 
vantages belong to the system, and to no other ; 
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wiiile the disadvantages .are aeeidental, and leqmrar 
nothing for their remedy beyond increased activity 
in ihe governors, add a more vigorous vigilanee in 
the nation. 

But of the education of a British prince there can 
be no question. It ought tO' be in its whcde spiiit 
public. Under all circumstances, the heir to a throne 
will find flatterers ; but at Eton, or Westminster, ther 
flattery must be at times signally qualified; and hi» 
noble nature will not be the less noble for the home 
truths which no homage can always restrain among 
the rapid passions and fearless tongues of boys. 
The chance of his falling into the snares of eioly 
favouritism is trivial. School fondnesses are easily 
foiigotten. But, if adversity be the true teacher of 
princes, even the secure heir to the luxurious throne 
of England may not be the worse for that semUance 
of adversity which is to be found in the straight-lorf- 
ward speech, and bold, unhesitatiog competitorship 
of a great English school. 

Under Lord Holdemesse and the preceptors, the 
usual routine of classical teaching was carefully in- 
culcated, for Markham and Jackson were practised 
masters of that routine ; and the prince often after- 
ward, with the gratitude peculiarly graceful in his 
rank, professed his remembrance of dieir services* 
But, tnough the classics might flourish in the princely 
estsd)lishment, it soon became obvious that peace did 
not flourish along with them. Rumours of discon« 
tent, royal, princely, and preceptorial, rapidly es* 
caped from even the close confines of the palaee ; 
and, at length, the (hiblic, less surprised than per* 
plexed, heard the formal announcement, that the 
whole preceptorship of his royal highness had sent 
in tlieir resignations. 

- Those disturbances were the first and the inevita- 
ble results of the system. Lord Holdemesse ob- 
scurely complained that attempts were made to ob- 
tain an illegitimate influence over the prince's miniL 



Psblie mmeiiriras active, as at all times, In thrown 
mg light on what the courtly caution of the noble 
govemoT had covered with shade. The forei^ poli- 
tics of the former reigns, the Scotch premier, and 
the German blood of the queen, were easy topics for 
the multitude ; and it was loudly asserted, tnat the 
great object of the intrigue was to supersede the 
prince's British principles by the despotic doctrines 
of Hanover. 

Similar charges had occurred m the early life of 
George the Third. That prince's governors were 
alternately accused of infecting his mind with arbi- 
trary principles, and with a contempt for the royal 
authority; with excessive deference to the princess 
his mother, in opposition to Hie due respect for the 
sovereign ; and with a humiliating subserviency to 
the will of the sovereign, in neglectof the natural affec- 
tion forhis mother. Preceptors had been successively 
difiocissed; committees of inquiry held upon their 
conduct; books of hazardous political tendency,*^ 
Father Orleans' Revcdutions of the House of Stuart, 
Ramsay's Travels of Cyrus, Sir Robert Filmer's 
Works, and Pere Perefixe's History of Henry the 
Fourth, — ^had beenreckoned amongthe prince's pecu- 
liar studies; and the whole scene of confusion ended^ 
as might be expected, in the greater misfortune of Lord 
Bute's appointment to the govemorship^an SLppoinU 
ment which gave a form and colour to all the popular 
discontents, alarmed the public friends of the con- 
stitution, furnished an unfailing fount at which every 
national disturber might replenish his eloquence, and 
for many years enfeebled the attaclunent of the 
empire to a king whose first object was the good of 
his people. 

A new establishment of tutors was now to be 
formed for the Prince of Wales. It bore striking 
evidence of naste ; for Lord Bruce, who was placed 
at its head, resigned within a few days. Some ridi- 
cule was thrown on this rapid secessicya, by the 
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^tory that the young* prince had thaught proper to 
inquire into his lordship's attainments, and finding 
that the pupil knew more of classics than the master, 
had exhibited tlie very reverse of courtiership on 
the occasion. Lord Bruce was succeeded by the 
Duke of Montague ; with Hurd« Bishop of Litchfield, 
and the Reverend Mr. Amald, as preceptor and sub- 
preceptor. 

The choice of the preceptors was harmless. Hurd 
was a man of feeble chstracter ^ but of scholarship 
sixfident for the purpose. He contributed nothing 
to his profession but some ^ Sermons,'^ long since 
past away; and nothing to general literature but 
some '* Letters cm Chivsdry,*' equally siq)er8eded by 
the laj^er research and manlier disquisition of our 
time. It had been his fortune to meet in early life 
with Warfourton, and to be borne up into pubUcity by 
the strength of that singularly forcible, but unruly and 
paradoxical mind. But Hurd had neither inclination 
nor power for the region of the storms. Wlien War- 
burton died, his wing drooped, and he rabidly sank 
into the hterary tranquillity which, to a man of talents, 
is a dereliction of his public duty ; b»t to a man sti- 
mulated against his nature into fame, is policy, if not 
wisdom. 

Amald was the prince's tutor in science* He had 
been senior wrangler at Cambridge, an honour which 
he had torn from Law, the friend of Paley, and 
brother of the late Lord EUenborough. It is a cu- 
rious instance of the impression that trifles will make, 
where they are not superseded by the vigorous and 
useful necessities of active life, to find the defeated 
student makinjpr a topic of his college overthrow to 
the last hour of his being. Not even Lstw's elevation 
to the opulent Irish bishopric of Elphin could make 
him forget or forgive the evil done at Cambridge to his 
budding eelebrity. To the last he complained that the 
laurel had not fallen on the right head, that some unac- 
countable partiality had suddenly veiled the miyestic 
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jYiBtioeof Alma Bfatenand that he most perish with- 
out adding the sdid glories of the wranglership to 
the airy enjoyments of the peerage and ten thousand 
pounds a-year. 

Lord North's spirit was peace, though plunged in 
porpetoal quarrel at home and abroad, in the palace* 
m parliament, with the people, with the old world* 
and with the new. On this occasion he softened the 
irritation of the exiled goyemors and tutors by larii^ 
prefennent. The marquis of Carmarthen, married 
to Lord Holdemesse's daughter, obtained the appoints 
ment, valuable to his habits, of Lord of the Bed- 
cham^T ; Markham was made Archbishop of York ; 
and Cyril Jackson received the rich preferment of 
the deanery of Christ Church. Even Lord Bracers 
(dassioal pangs were balmed by the earldom of Aylee* 
bflry, an old object of his ambition. 

The name of C3rril Jackson still floats in that great 
limbo of dreams, college remembrance. He was 
Dean of Christ Church during twenty-six years, and 
fidfilled ihe duties of his station, so far as superintend- 
ence was concerned. In this period he refused the 
Irish primacy — a refusal which was idly blazoned at 
the time as an act of more than Roman virtue. Bat 
heroic self-denial is rare among men; and Jackson 
had obvious reasons for decluiing the distinction. 
His income was large, his labour light, and his time 
of life too far advanced to make change easy or dig- 
nified. 

Preferment in Ireland, too, is seldom a strong 
temptation to the opulent part of the English clergy. 
The remoteness from all their customary associations, 
and the perplexity of mingling among a new people, 
with new habits, and those not seldom hostile to the 
churchman, naturally repel the man of advanced life. 
The probability of being speedily forgotten by the 
great distributors of ecclesiastical patronage makes 
Irish preferment equally obnoxious to the younger 
clergy who have any hopes at home. Swift's cor- 
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i^apondence is a contmnaL eDnipIaint of the misforr 
tune of having the channel between him and the life 
he loved ; and his language has been echoed by almost 
every ecclesiastic who has suffered his EngUsh inte- 
rest to be expended in Irish promotion. 

If Swift at length abandoned his complaints^ it was 
only for revenge. He cured his personal querulous- 
ness by tumiiig it into national disaffection.* Gifted 
with extraordinary powers of inflaming the popular 
mind, he resolved to show the British government 
the error which they had committed in sending him 
into what he to the last hour of his life called '^his 
banishment." In the fierce recollections and national 
misery of Ireland, then covered with the unhealed 
wounds of the civil war, and furious with confisca- 
.tions and party rage, Swift found the congenial 
armoury for the full triumph of imbittered genius* 
His sense of ministerial insult was balmed by being 
expanded into hatred to the Enghsh name. Despair- 
ing of court favour, his daring and unprincipled spirit 
made occupation for itself in mob patriotism. Swift's 
was the true principle for a great demagogue. From 
the time of his first drawing the sword he showed 
no wavering, no inclination to sheath it, no faint- 
hearted tendency to make terms with the enemy. 
He shook off the dust of his feet against the gates 
of England, and once excluded, never deigned to 
approach them again, but to call down the fires of 
popular hatred upon their battlements. Even at this 
distance of time, and with the deepest condemnation 
of Swift's abuse of his talents, it is difi[icult to look 
upon him without the reluctant admiration given to 
singular abiUty, and inflexible and inexorable resolve* 
let the cause be what it may. For good or evil he 
stood completely between the government and the 
nation. The shadow of this insolent and darin? 
dictator extinguished the light of every measure of 
British benevolence, or transmitted it to the people 
.distorted, and in colours of tjrranny and blood : and 
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unquestionably, if popular idolatry could vepay a 
human heart for this perpetual paroxysm <rf revenge, 
no idol ever enjoyed a thicker cloud of popular 
incense. Swift was the virtual viceroy, in whose 
presence the English representative of tne monarch 
dwindled down into a ciphen And this extraoidinaiy 
superiority was not a mere passing caprice of for- 
tune. Among a people memoraUe for the giddiness 
of their public attachments, his popularity c<mtinned 
unshaken through life. To the last he enjoyed his 
criminal indulgence in thwarting the British govern- 
ment ; exulted in filling with his own gaU the bosoms 
of the generous, yet rash and inflammable raee^ 
whom he alternately insulted and flattered, but whom* 
in the midst of his panegyrics, he scorned ; libelled 
the throne, while he bore the sentence of court exile 
as the keenest suflering of his nature ; solaced his 
last interval of reason by an qpitaph, which was a 
libel on the human species ; and died, revenging his 
imaginary wrongs, by bequeathing to the people 
a fierce and still unexphred inheritance of hatred 
against the laws, the institutions, and the name of 
England. 

Jackson, in 1809, finding ag|e coming heavy upon 
him, resigned Lis deanery at sixty-four, and then had 
tfie merit, which deserves to be acknowledged, of 
feeling that there is a time for all things, and that 
man should interpose some space between public Ufe 
and the grave. Refusing^ a bishopric, oflered to him 
by his former pupil, the Prince Regent, the old man 
wisely and decorously retired to prepare himself for 
the great change. He lived ten years longer, chiefly 
in the village of Felpham, in Sussex, amusing himself 
by occasional visits to his old friends in London, or 
to the prince at Brighton, by whom he was always 
received with scarcely less than filial respect; and 
then returning to his obscure, but amiable and meri- 
torious life of study, charity, and prayer. He died 
of a brief illness in 1819. 

C3 
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CfHAPTER IV. 
The Pritice^s Establiskmeni, 

The lavish distribution of patronage among the 
successive tutors and servants of the prince excited 
some angry remark, and much ridicule, at the time. 
BvLt the mmister rapidly, overwhelmed this topic of 
frablic irritation by supplying the empire with injuries 
on a larger scale. North's propensity to govern by 
favours was the weakness of his nature ; and this 
weakness was soon urged into a diseased prodigality 
foy the trials of his government. 

America had just taken the bold step of declaring 
her independence ; France was almost openly pre- 
paring for war. Every lurking bitterness of fan^cied 
wrong, or hopeless rivalry, throughout Europe, was 
starting into sudden life at the summons of America* 
The beacon burning on the American shores was re- 
flected across the Atlantic, and answered by a simi- 
lar blaze in every comer of the continent. Even 
at home, rebellion seemed to be rising, scarcely less 
in the measured hostility of the great English par- 
ties, than in the haughty defiance and s{dendid me- 
nace of Ireland, then hsdf-i^rensied with a sense of 
young vigour, and glittering in her first mail. 

Lord North was now at the head of the Treasury, 
and on him rested the whole weight of the British 
administration ; a burden too heavy for the powers 
of any one man, and in this instance less sohcited 
by his own ambition than ureed upon him by the 
royal command. The king, abandoned by the Duke 
of Grafton, insulted by Chatham, t3nrannized over 
by the great party of the nobility, and harassed by 
4^he perpetual irritation of the people, had soon felt 
the severe tenure of authority ; and there were times 
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when, in mingled scorn and indignation, he w|tB said 
to have thought of la3ang down the galling circle of 
an English erowii, and retiring to Hanover. In this 
emergency his choice had fallen upon North, a man 
of rank, of parliamentary experience, and probably 
of the full measure of zeal for the public service^ 
consistent with a personal career essentially of cau- 
tion, suspicion, and struggle ;— but of undoubted re- 
spect for his i03ral master, and loyal attachment to the 
throng. 

North had been all but bom in the legislature, and 
all his efforts had been early directed to legislatorial 
distinction. " Here comes blubbering North," was 
the observation of some official person to George 
Gienville, as they saw the future premier in the 
Park, evidently in deep study. "FU be hanged if 
he's not getting some harangue by heart for the 
House." He added, ^that he was so dull a dog^ 
that it could be nothing of his own." The latter re- 
.mark, however, GrenvQle more sagaciously repelled, 
by giving tribute to North's parliamentary qualities, 
and saying, that, " If he laboured with his customary 
diligence, he might one day lead the councils of the 
country." But the injurious yet natural result of 
North's official education was, his conceiving that 
the empire must be prosperous so long as the minis- 
ter was secure, and that the grand secret of human 
government was a msyority. 

At a distance of time, in which the clouds that 
then CQvered public affairs with utter mystery have 
melted away, we can discover that the minister, with 
all his intrepidity, would gladly have taken refuge 
under any protection from the storm that was already 
announcing itself, as if by thunder-daps, round i\ke 
whole national horizon. But the competitors for his 
power were too certain of possession to suffer him 
to take shelter among them; and his only alterna- 
tive was to resign his {dace, or make a desperate use 
of the prerogative. Whatever may be the virtue of 
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later ministers, the temptation would have been irre- 
sistible by any administration of the last century ; 
and we can scarcely blame North, so much as hu- 
man nature in his day, if he embraced the evil oppor- 
tunity in all its plenitude. 

• Ten peers at once were called up to the English 
house. But it was in Ireland, a country then as 
much famed for the rapid production of patriotism 
imd its rapid conversion to official zeal, as now for 
the more tangible product of sheep and oxen ; where 
the perpetual defalcation of revenue was proudly 
overpaid by the perpetual surplusage of orators ready 
to defend the right at all hazards and all salaries* 
and rally round government to its last shilling, — it 
was in Ireland, where the remoteness of the Trea- 
sury table seems never.to have dulled the appetite of 
the guests for the banquet, that the minister dazzled 
the eyes of of^sition at home, by the display of his 
unchecked munificence. 

One day, the ^ of July, 1777, saw the Irish peer- 
age reinforced by eighteen new barons, ^ven barons 
further secured by being created viscounts, and five 
viscounts advanced to earldoms! Against the 
wielder of patronage like this, what party fidelity 
could «tandf There never had been such a brevet 
in Ireland: and every man suddenly discovered the 
unrighteousness of renstanoe to a minister so gifted 
with wisdom, and the privilege of dispensing favours. 
The fountain of honour had often before £>wed co- 
piously in ministerial emergencies; but now, as one 
of the Irish orators said on a similar occasion, in the 
curious pleasantry of his country, *' It flowed forth 
as freely, spontaneously, and abundantly as Holy- 
well, in Wales, which turns so many miUs.^ It fairly 
washed Iri^ opposition away. In England it 
softened even the more stubborn material of oppo^- 
tion to an extraordinary decree of {dasticity. In the 
midst of popular outcry, me increase of public ex- 
penses, and disastrous news from America, the ad« 
i^ress was carried by a majority of three to one. 
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But a more powerful and inflexible antagoniet then 
political partisanBhip soon rose against this feeble 
system of expedients ; public misfortune was against 
the ministry. The American revolt had rapidly 
grown from a scorned insurrection into a recogfus^d 
war ^ Washington's triumphs over the ignorance of 
a succession of generals, who should never have been 
trusted out of sight of Hyde Park, legitimated rebel- 
hon ; and popular indignation at unexpected defeat 
turned round and revenged itself on the premier. In 
this emergency. North undoubtedly exhibited pow- 
ers wb4ch surprised and often baffled his paiiiamcn- 
tary assailants. If fancy and facetiousness could have 
.sustained an administration, his might have tri- 
umphed, for no man ever tossed those light shafts 
with more pungent dexterity. But his hour was 
come. Every wind that blew from America brought 
with it evil tidings for the minister. Opppsilion, pa- 
ralyzed by its first defeats, now started up into sud- 
den boldness. Every new disaster of the cabinet re*- 
cruited the ranks of its enemies. There was trea- 
chery too witliin the camp. Every man who had 
any thing to Ipse provided for the future by abandon* 
ing the falling cause. Every man who had any 
thmg to gain established his claim by more open hos- 
tility. The king alone stood firm. At length, worn 
out by this perpetual assault. North solicited leave to 
resign, left his power to be fought for by the parties 
that instantly sprang out of opposition ; and, after 
one more grasp at ofllce, which showed only how 
ineradicable the love of power is in the human heart, 
retired — to make apologues on political oblivion, and, 
like a sage of Indian fable, tell children that the world 
was governed by sugar-plums, and that the sugar- 
plums were always forgotten when their distributor 
nad no more to give. 

On the first of January, 1781, the prince, though 
but little more than eighteen, had been declared of 
age, on the old ground that the heir-apparent knows 
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no minority. A separate estaMishment, on a smaU 
scale, was assignea to him, and he was, for the first 
time, allowed to feel that the domestic discipline of 
Kew was about to be exchanged ibr the liberty suit- 
able to his age and station. The measure was be- 
ginning to form an angry topic; but it was acci- 
dentally extinguished by another which is given, as 
having attracted the whole curiQsity of the time. 

This topic was the seizure of De la Motte, a French 
spy, of remarkable adroitness and some personal dis* 
tmction. De la Motte had been a colonel in the 
French regiment of Soubise, and behaved with gal- 
lantry on several occasions in the preceding war. 
On the peace, his regiment was reduced ; but a conr 
siderable estate fallmg to him, with the title of baron, 
he flourished for a while in Paris. Play, at length, 
broke down his resources; and, at once to evade his 
creditors and to profit by the gaming propensities of 
this country, he fixed himself in London ; where, on 
the breaking out of the American war, he 3rielded to 
the temptation of acting as a private agent to the 
French ministry. An intercourse was soon esta^ 
blished with a clerk in the navy department, through 
one Lutterloh, a German. This person figured as a 
country gentleman, of no shght importance. He took 
a villa at Wickham, near Portsmouth, to be on the 
spot for intelligence of the fleets : he lived showily, 
even kept a pack of hounds, and gave entertainments, 
by which he ingratiated himself with the resident 
gentry and oflicers, and was considered a prodigious 
acquisition to the hilarity and companionship of the 
country. De la Motte remained in London, attract* 
ing no attention, but busily employed in forwarding 
the information received from his confederate ; until 
full information of his treason reached government, 
a messenger was despatched for him, who found him 
tranquilly studying at his lodgings in Bond Street, 
and conveyed him to the secretary of state's office,- 
tben in Cleveland Row. He was evidently taken b^. 
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metpmef for he bad bis principal papen about his 
person, and cotild find no better way to get rid of 
them than by dropping them on the stairs of the of- 
fice. They were of course immediately seemed, and 
given to the secretary. Lord Hillsborougfa. • His dili- 
gence as a spy was sufficiently proved by their value. 
They contained particular lists of all matters relating 
to the British dock-yards, the force and state of every 
ship, with their complements of men at the time of 
their sailing; and hxs accuracy was urged so far as 
even to details of the number of seamen in the va- 
rious naval hospital 

An order was now issued for Lutterloh's appre- 
hension. He was found following the usual easy 
pursuits of his life, with his hunters and pack wait- 
ing for him, and his boots ready to be drawn on. 
The messengers prohibited his hunting for that day, 
and ordered him to dehver the keys of his desks, 
where they found but money, cash and bills for 300f.; 
but on looking more carefully at the bills, they per- 
ceived that they were all drawn payable to the same 
person, and dated on the same day, with those of 
the barcm. Lutterloh now felt that he was undone, 
and offered to make a general disclosure of the trea- 
son. His garden was dug up, and a packet of papers 
was produced in his handwriting, the counterparts 
of those already seized on De la Motte. He ac- 
knowledged his employment by the French minis- 
try, at the rate of filty guineas a month ; and pointed 
out the inferior agents. Ryder, the clerk, who had 
furnished the principal intelligence, was next arrest- 
ed : this was the blackest traitor Of tliem all ; for he was 
in the receipt of a pension of 200/. a-year, a consi- 
derable sum at that period, for services rendered in 
sounding the enemy's coasts, and had been put into 
an office in the navy at Plymouth, where he was 
employed by the Admiralty in contriving signals, 
which signals, it s^pears, he immediately com- 
municated to the enemy. The last hnk was detected 
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m the conveyancers of the intelligence across the 
channel, Rougier, a Frenchman, and his mistress, by 
whom the letters were despatched by way of Mar- 
gate and Ostend. 

This affair derived a peculiar pablic interest from, 
the rumour that high names were behind the cur* 
tain, which the attorney-general's speech was deemed 
to substantiate, by his dwelling strongly upon the 
" very great and dangerous lengths" to which De la 
Motte's money and connexions enabled him to go. 
The attorney and solicitor-generals were employed 
by government, and the celebrated Dunning was 
counsel for the prisoner. The confession of Lutter- 
loh certainly showed an extraordinary command of 
information. He had been first employed by De la 
Motte, in 1778, to furnish the French mmisters with 
secret intelligence of matters relating to the navy. 
His first allowance for this was trivial, — ^but eight 
guineas a month. But his information had soon be- 
come so valuable, that his allowance was raised to 
fifty guineas a month, besides occasional presents of 
money. He had been in Paris, and held conferences 
with De Sartine, the French naval minister. There 
he had struck a bold bargain, not simply for the 
casual returns of ships and dock-yards, but for whole 
fleets, offering a plan for the ca{)ture of Commodore 
Johnson's squadron, on condition of his receiving 
eight thousand guineas, and a third of the value of 
the ships for hmiself and his associates. But the 
bargain was thrown up by the economy of the 
Frenchman, who hesitated at giving more than an 
eighth of the ships ! Oiffended by this want of due 
liberality in his old employers, he sought out new, 
and had offered a plan to Sir Hugh Palliser for 
taking the French fleet. Dunning's cross-examina- 
tion of tliis villain was carried on with an indignant 
causticity which was long reckoned among his finest 
eflbrts. He tore the approver's character in pieces, 
but he could not shake his evidence. At length 
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IXunning himself gave way ; he became exhausted 
with disgust and disdain : broke away from the 
court, and was taken home overpowered and seri- 
ously ill. 

Lutterloh was one of those specimens of desperate 
principle, restless activity, and perpetud adventure, 
which might have figured in romance. He had tried 
almost every situation of life, from the lowest ; he 
had been in various trades, and roved between 
FVance, England, and America, wherever there was 
money to be made by cunning or personal hazard. 
F^m the book-keeper of a Portsmouth inn, he had 
started into a projector of war; had offered his 
agency to the revolted colonies ; and as their chief 
want, in the early period of the struggle, was arms, 
he had gonfe to America with a plan for purchasing 
the arms in the magazines of the minor German 
states. The plajiwas discountenanced by Congress, 
and he returned to Europe, to engage in the secret 
agency of France, through the medium of De la 
Motte. 

'RadeWte,2, smuggler, who had a vessel constantly 
nmning to Boulogne, was the chief carrier of the 
dorrespondence. Hispay was 20f. atrip. Rougier, 
the carrier to Radcliffe, received eight guineas a 
month. 

Yet it is a striking instance of the blind security 
in which the most crafty may be involved, and of 
the impossibihty of relying on traitors, that De la 
Motte's whole correspondence had for a long time 
passed through the hands of the English secretary 
of state himself; the letters being handed by Rad- 
oBffe to a government clerk, who transmitted them to 
Lord ifillsborough, by whom again, after having 
taken copies of them, they were forwarded to theff 
original destination ; and, thus anticipated, had un- 
doubtedly, the effect of seriously misleading the 
Preneh ministry. De la Motte was executed. 

As the Prince was now to take his place in the 
D 
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legislature, arrangements were commenced for sop- 
plying him with an income. The times were hostile 
to royal expenditure, and the king, for the double 
reason of avoiding any unnecessary increase to the 
public burdens, and of discouraging those propen- 
sities which he probably conjectured in the prince, 
demanded but 50,000/. a year, to be paid out of the 
civil list. The proposition was strongly debated in 
the cabinet, long given down to scorn by the name of 
the Coalition Cabinet, and Fox insisted on making 
the grant 100,000/. a year. But his majesty was 
firm, and the ministry were forced to be content with 
adding 40,000/. and a complimentary message, to the 
60,000/. for outfit proposed by the king. 

The Duke of Portland, on the 23d of June, brought 
down the following message to the lords. 

** G. R. His majesty, having taken into considera- 
tion the propriety of making an immediate and se- 
parate establishment for his dearly beloved son, the 
Prince of Wales, relies on the experience, zeal, and 
affection of the house of lords, for their concurrence 
in, and support of, such measures as shall be most pro- 
per to assist his majesty in this design." 

The question was carried without a dissenting 
voice in the lords ; and the commons voted the sums 
of 50,000/. for income, and 100,000/. for the outfit of 
the P rince^s household. Now fully began his check- 
ered career. 

There are no faults that we discover with more 
proverbial rapidity than the faults of others; and 
none that generate a more vindictive spirit of virtue, 
and are softened down by fewer attempts at pallia- 
tion, than the faults of princes in the grave. Yet, 
without justice, history is but a more solemn libel ; and 
no justice can be done to the memory of any public 
personage without considering the peculiar circum- 
stances of his time. 

The close of the American war was the com- 
mencement of the most extraordinary period of 
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modem Europe : aU England, all France, the whole 
continent, were in a state of the most powerful excite- 
ment : England, rejoicing at the cessation of hostili- 
ties, long unpopular and galling to the pride of a 
country accustomed to conquer; yet with the stain of 
transatlantic defeat splendidly effaced by her tii- 
umphat Gibraltar, and the proof given in that memo- 
rable siege of the unimpaired energies of her naval 
and military power, — France, vain of her fatal suc- 
cess, and exulting in the twofold triumph of wrest- 
ing America from England, and raising up a new 
rival for the sovereignty of the seas, — ^the continental 
states, habitually ol^ying the impulses of the two 
great movers of the world, England and France, and 
feeling the return of life in the new activity of aU 
interests, public, personal, and conunercial. But a 
deeper and fearful influence was at work, invisibly, 
but resistlessly, inflaming this feverish vividness of] 
the European mind. 

The story of the French Revolution is still to b^ 
told ; and the man by whom that tale of grandeur and 
atrocity is told, will bequeath the most appalling les- 
son ever given to 'the tardy wisdom of nations. 
But the first working of the principle of ruin in 
France was brilliant ; it spread a universal anima- 
tion through the frame of foreign society. All was. 
a hectic flush of vivacity. Like the Sicilian land- 
scape, the gathering fires of the volcano were first 
felt in the singular luxuriance andfertility of the soil. 
Of all stimulants, pohtical ambition lays the strong- 
est hold on the sensibilities of man. The revolu- 
tionary doctrines, still covered with the graceful 
robes of patriotism and philosophy, seemed to have 
led the whole population of France into enchanted 
ground. E veiy hour had its new accession of light ; 
every new step displayed its new wonder. Court 
formality— hereditary privilege— the solemnity of 
the altar— all that had hitherto Stood au obstacle to 
the full indidgence of natural impulses, all the rigid 
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9Bd stately barriers established by the wisdom of . 
elder times against popular passion, were seen sud- 
denly to shriSk and fade away before the approach 
of the new regeneration, like mists before the sun- 
beams. The Ustless life of the man of rank was sud- 
denly suppUed with an excitement that kindled all 
the latent activities of his nature ; the man of study 
found, with delight, his solitary speculation assum- 
ing a life and substantial shape before his eye, and the 
long arrears of fortune about to be paid in public 
fame and power ; the lower classes listened with 
fierce avidity to the declaration, that the time was at 
hand for enjoying their share of that opulent and 
guttering world on which they had hitherto gazed, 
with as little hope of reaching it as the firmament 
above their heads. 

Thus was prepared the Revolution. Thus was 
laid under the foundation of the throne a deadly 
compound of real and fantastic injury, of offended 
virtue and imbittered vice, of the honest zeal of ge- 
neral good, and the desperate determination to put sdl 
to hazard for individual license, rapine, and revenge, 
— ^a mighty deposite and magazine of explosion, long 
visible to the eyes of Europe, invisible to the French 
government alone, and which only waited the first 
touch of the incendiary to scatter the monarchy in 
fragments round the world. 

" Philosophy" was the grand leader in this pro- 
gress of crime ; and it is a striking coincidence, that 
at this period its title to national homage should have 
been, as if by an angry destiny, suffered to aid its popu- 
lar ambition. Europe never teemed with more illus - 
trious discoveries : the whole range of the sciences, 
from the simplest application of human ingenuity up 
to the most subUme trials of the intellect, found 
enthusiastic and successful votaries : the whole cir* 
cle was a circle of living flame. The French philo- 
sophers collected the contributions of all Europe, 
aiKl, by imbodying them in one magnificent work, 
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<dakned for themselves the peculiar guardianship and 
supremacy of human genius. Law, poUcy, and reli« 
gion had long possessed their codes: the Frendi 
philosophers boasted that in the '' fincydopddie'* 
they had first given the code of science. With all 
our hatred ofthe evil purposes of Diderot and 
D'Alembert, and all our present scorn of the delusions 
which their fierce malignity was devised to inflict 
upon mankind, it is impossible to look upon their 
labours without wonder. France had witliin a few 
years outstripped all competition in the higher 
branches of mathematical learning, a pursuit emi- 
nently fitted to the fine subtlety of the national ge- 
nius : but she now invaded the more stubborn pre- 
cincts of Engli^ and Gferman research ; seized upon 
chemistry and natural history ; and, by the success 
of Lavoisier and Bufibn, gave science a new and 
eloquent power of appeal to the reason and imagi* 
nation of man. 

A multitude of minor triumphs, in the various pro- 
vinces of invention, sustained the general glow of 
the scientific world ; but all were to be extinguished, 
or rather raised into new lustre, by three almost con- 
temporaneous discoveries, which to this hour excite 
astonishment, and which at some future time, decreed 
for the sudden advancement of the human mind to 
its jfull capacity of knowledge, may be among the 
noblest instruments of our mastery of nature. 
Those three were, Franklin's conductors, Montgol- 
fiei^s balloon, and Herschel's Georgium Sidus. Never 
was there an invention so completely adapted to 
iid&me the most fantastic spirit of a fantastic people 
as the balloon. It absolutely crazed all Frdnce— 
king, philosophers, and populace. The palpable 
powers of this fine machine, its beauty as an object, 
the theatrical nature of the spectacle presented at the 
ascents, the brilliant temerity of the aerial naviga- 
tors, soliciting the perils of an untried element, and 
rising to make the conquest of an unexplored region 
D9 
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in a fioatiag "argosie^^ of silk and g<dd, rieh as ite 
pavilions of a Persian king, filled the quick fancy of 
France with dreams. A march to the moon, or a 
settlement among the stars, was scarcely too high 
for the national hope. The secrets of the atmos- 
phere were only lingering for French discovery ; but 
the immediate propagation of the French name and 
power through the earth was regarded less as a pro- 
bable achievement than as an inevitable result of this 
most dazzling of all inventions.* 

Among the innumerable observations to which 
those discoveries gave rise, it was remarked that 
there was something of curious appropriateness in 
their respective countries. — That the young audacity 
of America claimed the seizure of the lightning ; a 
sentiment not forgotten in Franklin's motto : 

<* Eripuit c<b1o flilmen, seeptrumque tynumis.** 

That the balloon was an emblem of the showy vola- 
tility and ambitious restlessness of France ; — ^while 
the discoveiy of a new planet, the revelation of a 
new throne of brightness and beauty in the firma- 
ment, was not unsuited to the solemn thought and 
religious dignity of the people of England. 

But to England was given the substantial triumph: 
Cook's southern discoveries were made in this era ; 
and the'Yiation justly hailed them, less as cheering 
proofs of British intelligence and enterprise, than as 
a great providential donative of empire— dominion 
over realms without limit, and nations without num- 
ber, — a new and superb portion of the universe, un- 
veiled by science, and given into the tutelar hand of 

* Tbe topic mperaeded all others fbr Om fiim. The woMvnr of one 
of the eity membera to Lord Mansfield was a lonf -stondtog jest ai^dnst 
the city. The earl, meeting him Immediately on his return flrom France, 
sidted, '* Was the ATigiomanU as prevalent as ever r* The honest clti- 
son not reoognisiag the word, and coaoeiving that France could fUmidi 
but one theme, answered, " that Anglomanies were to be seen every day 
in some part of Paris, and that he had seen aprodigiooa one go op ontbt 



the Bntiah peqple, for the p]t)ingatuni of Britiah arts 
and arms through the world, and for an eternal repo- 
sitory of our laws, our literature, and our religion. 

The peace of 1782 threw open the continent ; and 
it was scarcely proclaimed, when France was 
crowded with the English nobility. Versailles was 
the centre of all that was sumptuous in Europe. 
The graces of the young queen, then in the pride of 
youth and beauty ; the pomp of the royal family and 
the noblesse ; and the cosUiness of the fetes and 
celebrations, for which France has been always fa- 
mous, rendered the court the dictator of manners, 
moraJbs, and politics, to all the higher ranks of the 
civilized world. But the Revolution was now has- 
tening with the strides of a giant upon France ; the 
torch was already waving over the chambers of this 
morbid and guil^ luxury. The corrective was ter- 
rible : history has no more stinging retrospect than the 
contrast of that brilliant time wim the days of shame 
and agony that followed — ^the untimely fate of beauty, 
birth, and heroism, — ^the more than serpent-brood 
that started up in the path which France once 
emulously covered with :dowers for the step of her 
rulers, — tiiie hideous suspense of the dungeon, — ^the 
heart-'broken farewell to life and royalty upon the 
scaffold. But France was the grand corruptor ; and 
its supremacy must in a few years have spread incu- 
rable disease through the moral frame of Europe. 

The Englishmen of rank brought back with them 
its dissipation and its infidelity. The immediate ci]>* 
cle of the English court was clear. The grave vir- 
tue of the king held the courtiers in awe : and the 
queen, with a pious wisdom for which her name 
should long be held in honour, indignantly repulsed 
every attempt of female levity to approach her pre- . 
sence. But beyond this sacred circle the influence 
of foreign association was felt through every class 
of society. The great body of the writers of Eng- 
M^ t)ie men of whom the indiscretions of the 
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higher ranks stand most in awe, had become less the 
^ardians than the seducers of the public mind. 
The ** Encyclop^die,*' the code of rebellion and irre- 
ligion still more than of science, had enlisted the 
majority in open scorn of all that the heart should 
practise or the head revere ; and the Parisian athe- 
ists scarcely exceeded the truth, when they boasted 
of erecting a temple that was to be frequented by 
worshippers of every tongue. A cosmopolite infide] 
republic of letters was already lifting its front above 
the old sovereignties, gathering under its banners a 
race of mankind new to public struggle, — the whole 
secluded, yet jealous and vexed race of labourers in 
the intellectual field, — and summoning them to devote 
their most unexhausted vigour and masculine ambi- 
tion to the service of a sovereign, at whose right and 
left, like the urns of Homer's Jove, stood the golden 
founts of glory. London was becoming Paris in all 
but the name. There never was a period when the 
tone of our isociety was more polished, more ani- 
mated, or more corrupt. Gaming, horse-racing, and 
still deeper deviations from the right rule of life, 
were looked upon as the natural embellishments of 
rank' and fortune. Private theatricals, one of the 
most dexterous and assured expedients to extinguish, 
first the delicacy of woman, and then her virtue, were 
the favourite indulgence ; and, by an outrage to Eng- 
lish decorum, which completed the likeness to 
France, women were beginning to mingle in public 
life, try their influence in party, and entangle their 
feebleness in the absurdities and abominations of 
political intrigue. In the ipidst of this luxurious pe- 
riod the Prince of Wales commenced his public ca- 
reer. His rank alone would have secured him flat- 
terers ; but he had higher titles to homage. He was 
then one of the handsomest men in Europe; his 
countenance open and manly; his figure tall, and 
strikinffly proportioned ; his address remarkable for 
e2»y eleganoe, and his whole air singularly DoUe. 
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His con^empoiBriea ftill depciibe him as tbe model 

of a man of fashion, and amusingly lament over the 
degeneracy of an age which no longer produces such 
men. 

Buthe possessed qualities which might have atoned 
for a less attractive exterior. He spoke the principal 
modem languages with sufficient skill; he was a 
tasteful musician; his acquaintance with English 
literature was, in early life, unusually accurate and 
extensive; Markham's discipline, and Jackson's 
scholarship, had given him a large portion of classic 
ead knowledge ; and nature had given him the more 
inip(»tant pubUc talent of speaking with fluencyi 
dignity, and vigour. 

Admiration was the ri^ht o[ such qualities, and 
"we can feel no surprise if it were lavishly offered by 
both sexes. But it has been strongly asserted, that 
ibe temptations of flattery and jdeasure were thrown 
in his way for other objects than those of the hour; 
that his wanderings were watched by the eyes of 
politicians; and tluit every step which plunged him 
deeper into pecuniary embarrassment was triumphed 
in, as separating him more widely from his natural 
connexions, and compelling him m his helplessness 
to throw himself into the arms of factions alike hostile 
to his character and his throns. 



CHAPTER V. 

The Princess Embarra^^menifi* 

» 

In 1787, the state of the prince's income began to 

excite the anxious attention of parliament and the 

country. The allowance given three years before 

had ^eea Cound totally iaadequate to his expenditurei 
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and there was at length no resource but to apply to 
the nation. 

On the ori^al proposal of 50,0002. a-year, the 
** prince's friends," for he had already found political 
protectors, had strenuously protested against the 
narrowness of the sum. But thjs prince decorously 
reprehended their zeal, and declared his readiness 
to submit entirely to the will of his fath^, and his 
extreme reluctance to be the cause of any misunder- 
standing between the king and his ministers. 
' Yet a short experience showed that the income 
was altogether inadequate to the expenses of Carl- 
ton House. The prince was now upwards of 150,000/. 
in debt. His creditors, perhaps in some degree 
alarmed by the notorious alienation of the court, 
had begun suddenly to press for payment. The 
topic became painfidly public ; the king was a^^ed 
to, and by his command a fuU statement was laid be^ 
fore him. But the result was a direct refusal to 
interfere, formally conveyed through the ministers. 

Family quarrels are proverbial for exhibiting errors 
on both sides ; and even the quarrel on this occasion, 
high as the personages were, made no exception to 
the rule. Tne prince was treated sternly ; in return, 
the prince acted rashly. The royal indication might 
have been justly softened by recoUectmg the inex- 
perience, the almost inevitable associates, and the 
strong temptations of the heir-ai^arent ; and the 
measure ought to have been made an act of favour, 
which was so soon discovered to be an act of neces- 
sity. On the other hand, the prince, impetuously, 
on the day after the royal answer, br<^e up' his 
household, dismissed his officers in attendance, or- 
dered his horses to be sold, shut up every apartment 
of his palace not required for immediate personal 
accommodation, and commenced living the life of a 
hermit, which he called that of a {irivate gentleman; 
his political friends, that of an ancient sage ; and the 
court, that of a young lebeL The decictod impEea- 
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«loii on the king's mind was, that this sadden resohh 
tioB was suggested by individuals whose first object 
wa» to enlist the sympathies of the nation against 
the minister, and who also had no reluctance to see 
the king involved in Uie disgrace of his cabinet. A 
remarkable incident at this period made the aliena^ 
tion palpable to the empire. Margaret Nicholson's 
^ attempt to assassinate the kinff/ an attempt which 
failed only from the accidental bending of the knife, 
had been immediately commumcated to all the au- 
thorities, and the principal persons connected with 
the roysd family, with but one exception. To the 
prince no communication was made. He heard it at 
Brighton, and hastened to Windsor, where he was re- 
ceived by the queen alone. The king was iaacces- 
sible. 

But the system of seclusion was too little adapted 
to the great party who had now totally engrossed 
the direction of the prince ; and too repulsive to the 
natural habits of rank and birth, to last long. The 
windows of Carlton House were gradually opened, 
and the deserted halls gave their pomps to the light 
once more. His advisers prompted him to strengthen 
his public influence by private hospitality; and, from 
all the records of those years, we must believe that 
no host possessed more abundantly the charm of 

S'ving additional zest to the luxuries of the banquet* 
e now began to give frequent entertainments ; from 
personal pleasure, the feeling grew into political in- 
terest ; and it was at length resolved, that the prince 
owed it to his own character to show that he was 
not afraid of public investigation. 

The opening of the budgetf was considered a 
proper time, and the subject was confided to the hands 
of Alderman Newnham, no orator, but a man of mer- 
cantile wealth and personal respectability. This 
advocate contented himself, in the first instance, 

* AasQst 3, 1786. f April 80, 1787. 
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with a brief panegyric on the prince's efforts to meet 
Ids difficulties ; and a demand whether ministers in- 
tended to bring forward any proposition for retriev- 
ing his affairs. 

Concluding with the words, that "though the 
conduct of that illustrious individual under his diffi- 
culties reflected the highest honour on his charac- 
ter, yet nothing could be surer to bring indelible 
disgrace upon the nation, thaii suffering him to re- 
main any longer in his present embarrassed circum- 
stances." 

Pitt's reply was short but peremptory. " It wad 
not his duty to bring forward a subject of the nature 
that had been mentioned, without his majesty's com- 
mands. It was not necessary, therefore, that he 
should say more, than that on the present occa-» 
sion he had not been honoured with any such com- 
mand." 

The campaign was now fairly begun, and opposi- 
tion determined to crush the minister. Private meet- 
ings were held, friends were summoned, and the 
strength of parties was about to be tried in a shoeK 
which, in its results, might have shattered the con- 
stitution. Pitt's sagacity saw the coming storm, and 
he faced it with the boldness that formed a promi- 
nent qusdity of his great character. He sternly de- 
nounced the subject, as one not merely delicate but 
dangerous ; he warned the mover of this hazardous 
matter of the evils which rashness must produce ; 
and concluded a short but powerful address, by threat- 
ening to call for " disclosures which must plung« the 
nation into the most formidable perplexity." While 
the house were listening with keen anxiety to this 
lofty menace, and expecting on what head the light- 
nings were to be launched, Pitt renewed the charge," 
by turning full on the opposition bench, and declar- 
ing, that if the " honourable member should persist 
in his determination to bring his motfon forward 
again, his majesty's government wouM be compelled 
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to take the Steps which they stoald adopt; and that, 
for his own part, however oistressiDg it might be to 
his personal feelings, from his profoimd respect for 
the royal family, he had a public duty to discharge 
which he would discharge, freely, fairly, and uncon* 
ditionally." 

A succession of debates followed, in which the 
whole vigour of party, and no slight portion of its 
virulence, was displayed. Rolle, the member for 
Devonshire, with a superabundant zeal, which ex* 
posed him naked to all the fiery wrath of Sheridan 
and Fox, and lifted him up as a general mark for 
the shafts of opposition wit, had imbodied Pittas 
mysterious charge into ** matters by which church 
and state might be seriously affected,'*— an allusion 
understood to refer to the rumoured marriage of the 
prince with Mrs. Fitzherbert. 

Sheridan, with contemptuous pleasantry, denied 
the truth of the report, which, he said, ** the slight 
share of understanding that nature had vouchsafed 
to him, was altogether unable to comprehend ; though, 
to be sure, something of his ignorance might be ac- 
counted for by his not being peculiarly fond of put- 
ting himself in the established school for this kind of 
learning. Among all the shows to which curiosity 
Imd led him in the metropolis, he had unfortunately 
omitted the whimering gallery in the neighbourhood 
of Whitehall. He was also confident that there was 
a great deal of recondite knowledge to be picked up 
by any diligent student who had t&enhis degree on 
tne iack-stairs, and he duly commended the pro- 
gress the h<Hiourable gentleman had made in those 
profitable studies. For his own part. Heaven help 
nim ! he had always found the treasury passages at 
best, cold, dark, and cheerless ; he believed the con- 
science as well as the body might have a rheumatic 
touch ; and he acknowledged that he was never the 
better for the experiment. But where he had heard only 
the ominous cnes and wailings of the wind ; the ears 
E 
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of othen, more happily disposed, might be more fortu* 
nate $ where he heard o^y the rage of Auster and 
Eurus, to others Auster might come *the zephyr 
perfumed from my lady's bedchamber f and £urus 
oe the 

— <puipiDreo qrixBiw ab ortn, eoiis, BuriM eqok.* 

There the honourable gentleman and his Mends 
might be regaled with those snatches and silver 
touches of melody, which they shaped and expanded 
into harmonies on so ^and and swelling a scale, for 
the admiration of tli^ liouse and the country.'' 

The house laughed, but Rolle's remarks had made 
an impression ; and Fox, who had been unaccounta* 
bly absent from the debates, was compelled to 9p» 
pear : he now became the challenger in turn. — ^ Ua 
stood there prepared to substantiate every denial that 
had been made by his honourable friend (Sheridan)* 
He demanded investigation. He defied the sharpest 
scrutiny, however envenomed by personal feelingSi 
to detect in the conduct of the prince, as a gentle* 
man, or as the hope of an illustrious line, any <Mie 
act derogatory to his character. He came armed 
with the immediate authority of his royal^highness 
to assure the house, that there was no part of his 
conduct which he was either afraid or unwilling to 
have investigated in the most minute manner." 

This bold defiance, delivered with the haughtiest 
tone and gesture, raised a tumult of applause ; which 
was interrupted only by his suddenly fixing his ejrss 
full on the minister ; and, as if he msdained to pour 
his vengeance on minor culprits, heaping the whole 
reprobation upon him, whom he intimated to be the 
origin of the calumny. 

*' As to the aUusions," said he, scornfully, ^ of the 
honourable member for Devon, of danger and so 
forth to church and state, I am not bound to under- 
stand them until he shall make them inteUigible; but 
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I suppoie they are meant in refepenee to thatySt&f- 
hooa which has been so seduUmdy propagated oat of 
doors for the wanton sport of the irulgar^ and which 
I now pronounce, by tvhamsoever invented^ to be a 
miserable calmnny, a low, malicious falsehood.**— i 
He had hoped, that in that house a tale, only fit to 
impose upon the lowest persons in the streets, would 
not have gained credit; but, when it appeared that 
an invention so monstrous, a report of wnat had not 
the smallest degree of foundation, had been circulated 
with so much industry as to make an impression on 
the mind of members of that house, it proved the 
extraordinary efforts made by the enemies of his royal 
highness to propagate the grossest and most malig- 
nant falsehoods, with a view to depreciate his charac- 
ter, and injure him in the opinion of the country. 
He was at a loss to imagine what specie* of party 
could have fabricated so base a calumny. Had there 
existed in the kingdom such a faction as an anti- 
Brunswick faction, to it he should have certainly im- 
puted the invention of so malicious a falsehood ; for 
he knew not what other description of men could 
loYefelt an interest in first forming and then eircidat- 
ing, with more than orc?»narv assiduity, a tale in every 
particular so unfounded. His royal highness had au- 
thoiized him to declare, that as a peer of parliament 
he was ready, in the other house, to submit to any 
the most pomted questions; or to afibrd his majesty, 
or his majesty's ministers, the Adlest assurances of 
the utter falsehood of the statement in question, 
which never had, and which common sense must see 
never could have, happened. 

After this philippic, to which Pitt listened with the 
utmost composure, but which produced an extraor- 
dinary interest in the house. Fox adverted to the 
original purpose of the application : *' Painful and de- 
licate the subject undoubtedly was; but however 
painful it might be, the consequences were atthbuta- 
Ae 0Qlely to tkoie who had it in tlieir power tp 
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snpersede the necessity of the prince's coming to 
parliament, to relieve him from a situation embar- 
rassing to himself and disgraceful to the country.'* 

This speech may be taken as a specimen of Fox's 
vituperative style, — the reiterated phrases of sconiy 
the daring defiance, and the reckless weight of con- 
tempt and condemnation, which he habitually flung 
upon his adversary. But the full effect can be con- 
ceived only by those who have heard tlifs great 
speaker. His violent action, confused voice, and un- 
gainly form were forgotten, or rather, by one of the 
wonders of eloquence, became portions of his power. 
A strong sincerity seemed to hurry him along: bis 
words, always emphatic, seemed to be forced from 
him by the fulness and energy of his feelings ; and 
in the torrent he swept away the adversary. 

This speech decided the question. Rolle stiU per- 
sisted in his alarms, and still brought down upon him- 
self the declamation of Sheridan and the retorts of 
Fox, who bitterly told him, that " though what he 
had said before was, he thought, sufficient to satisfy 
every candid mind, he was willing still to restate 
and re-explain, and, if possible, satisfy the most per' 
verseJ** 

The n^ember for Devon at last declared that he 
had spoken only from his affection for the prince ; 
that ^he had not said, he was dissatisfied," and 
that he now left the whole matter to the judgment 
of the house. Pitt covered his friend's retreat, 
by a defence of tne privileges of speech in the legis- 
lature. 

But such contests were too hazardous to be wisely 
provoked again. Misfortune, which in private life 
nas a singular faculty of stripping the sufferer of his 
friends, in public life often gathers the national sym- 
pathy round him. The man who would have been 
left to perish in his cell, brought to the scaffold, is 
followed l^ the outcry of the multitude. The gene- 
ral voice began to rise agadnst the severity df go« 
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TeiBBient ; and in a few days after the debate,* the 
prince was informed by the minister, that if the mo- 
tion intended for the next day were withdrawn, every 
thing should be settled to bis satisfaction. Accor- 
dingly, Alderman Newnham communicated to the 
house, in which four hundred members were present, 
the intelligence that his motion was now rendered 
unnecessaiy ; and all was mutual congratulation. 

The mimsterial promise was kept ; but kept with 
a full reserve of the royal displeasure. A stem re- 
buke was couched in a message to paxliameni. 

'^ G. R. It is with the greaiett concern his majesty 
acquaints the house of commons, that from the de- 
mounts which have been laid before his majesty by 
the Prince of Wales, it appears that the prince has 
incurred a debt to a large amount, which, if left to be 
discharged out of liis annual income, would render it 
impossible for him to support aneistablishment suited 
to his rank and station. 

^ Painful as it is at all times to his majesty to pro- 
pose an addition to the many expenses necessarily 
borne by his people, his majesty is induced, from his 
paternal affection to the Prince of Wales, to recur to 
the liberality and attachment of his faithful commons 
for their assistance on an occasion so interesting to 
his majesty's feelings, and to the ease and honour of 
so distinguished a branch of his royal family. 

« His majesty could not, however, expect or desire 
the assistance of this house, but on a well-grounded 
expectation that the prince will avoid contracting any 
debts in future. 

" With a view to this object, and from an anxious 
desire to remove any possible doubt of the sufficiency 
of the prince's income to support amply the dignity 
•of his situation, his majesty has directed the sum of 
10,000L per annum to be paid out of the civil list, in 
iaddition to the allowance which his majesty ban 

•May3. 
E3 
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hitherto given him ; and his majesty has the satis- 
faction to inform the house, that the f rince of Wales 
has given his majesty the fullest assurances of his 
determination to confine his future expenses within 
the income, and has also settled a plan for arranging 
those expenses in the several departments, and for 
fixing an order for pa3anent, under such regulations 
as his majesty trusts will effectually tecure the d'M 
execution of the prince's intentions. 

" His majesty will direct an estimate to be laid 
before this house of the sum wanting to complete^ 
in a proper manner, the work which has been under- 
taken at Carlton House, as soon as the same can be 
prepared with sufficient accuracy, and recommends 
it to his faithful commons to consider of making 
some provision for this purpose.** 

This account was shortly after laid on the table* 

Debts, 

BondtanddebU 13,00(». 

Porchase of honaes 4,000 

Expenses of Carlt«m Home 63«000 

Tradonnen's bills go,804 

100,804r. 
Expenditure from JiJy, 1783, to JiUy^ 1786. 

Hoasehold, &c 99,S70Z. 

Privypurae 16,0S0 

Payments made by Col. Hotham, partioulani 

deltrered in to his miueaty .., 37,808 

Other extraordinaiiea 11,406 

93,0302. 

Salaries .--. 54,734 

Stables 37,010 

Bfr.BoUnsoii's 7,090 

On the day following the presentation of this pa- 
per, the commons carried up an address to the throne^ 
humbly desiring that his majesty would order 
161,000/. to be issued out of the civil list for the 
payment of the debt, and a sum of dOtOOOl. for the 
completion of Carlton House. 
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This proceeding had the uraal fate of half mea- 
sures, it palliated the evil only to make it retuni in 
double force. It showed the king's disfdeasura, 
without ensuring the prince's retrenchment. The 
public clamoured at the necessity for giving away bo 
large a sum of the national money; while the cre- 
ditors, whom the sum, large as it was, would but in^ 
adequately pay, boldly pronounced themselves de- 
frauded. Whether the leaders of the legisLatura 
were rejoiced or discontented, remained in their own 
bosoms. But Pitt had accomplished the important 
purpose of suppressing for the time a topic whidi 
might have deeply involved his administration ; and 
Fox's sagacity must have seen in this imperfect 
measure the very foundation on which a popular 
leader would love to erect a grievance. Jt gave him 
the full use of the prince's injuries for all the pur- 
poses of opposition. Hopeless of future appeal, 
stung by public rebuke, and committed before the 
empire in hostility to the court and the minister, the 
prince was now thrown completely into his haiKls. 



CHAPTER VI. 

The Prince's Friends. 

THBftE seems to be a law of politics, by which the 
heir of the crown is inevitably opposed to the crown. 
This grew into a proveri> in Holland, when the stadt- 
holderate had become hereditary; and may have 
found its examples in all countries where the consti- 
tution retains a vestige of freedom. The line of the 
Georges has furnished them for three generationst 
Frederic, Prince of Wales, son of George the Se- 
cond, was in constant opposition to the court, was 
Ibe Genbpe of a powerful party, and was evenin- 
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"VolTBd in personal dispute with the king. There is 
a cnrious similitude in his life to that of his late voBr 
jesty. — The origin of the alienation was, the old 
^root of all evil," money. The opposition headed 
by Pulteney (the Fox of his day) adopted the 
princess cause, and moved in parliament for the in- 
crease (^ his income to 100,000/. The king resented 
equally the demand and the connexion ; and the dis* 
poie was carried on with the natural implacability of 
a family quarreL — ^The prince collected the wits 
round him ; the king closeted himself with a few an- 
tiquated and formal nobles. — The phnce's residence, 
at Cliefden, in Buckinghamshire, was enlivened by 
perpetual festivity, balls, banquets, and fdays ; among 
which was the mask of Alfred, by Thompson and 
Mallet, written in honour of the Hanover accession, 
withQuin in the part of Alfred. St. James's was a 
aroyal fortress, in which the king sat guarded from 
the approach of all puhhc gayety. — Frederic, too, 
pushed the minister so closely, that he had no refuge 
but in a reconciliation between the illustrious belU- 
gerents; and Walpole, perplexed by perpetual <le- 
bate, and feeling the ground giving way under him, 
proposed to the prince an addition of 50,000/. to his 
income, and 200,000/. for the discharge of his debts. 
But Walpole's hour was come; opposition, con- 
scious of his weakness, determined to give him no 
respite. The prince haughtily refused any accom- 
modation while the obnoxious minister was suffered 
to remain in power. Walpole was cruriied. The 
prince led opix>sition into the royal presence ; and 
tiie spoils of office rewarded Uiem for a struggle 
canied on in utter scorn alike of the king's feelrngs 
and the national interests, but distinguished by great 
talent, dexterity, and determination. Yet victory 
was fatal to them ; tliey quarrelled for the spoila. 
and Walpole had his revenge in the disgrace oi Pifl- 
teney for ever. 
Onthedeatli of Piince Fradecic, the nsaBt heir» 
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Prince George, became the prize of oppontioii 
headed by Pitt (Lord Chatham), Lord Temple, and 
the GrenviUes. Leicester House, the residence 
of his mother, again eclipsed St. James's, and the 
Newcastle administration tremUed at the popularity 
of this rival court. To withdraw his heir from party, 
the king offered him a residence m St. James's. 
But before the hostility could be matured into open 
resistance, a stroke of apoplexy put an end to the 
royal Ufe, placed the prince on the throne, and 
turned the eloquence of opposition into sarcasms 
on Scotch influence, and burlesques on the princess- 
mother's presumed passion for the handsome minister. 

In other lands the king is a despot, and the heiiw 
apparent a rebel ; in England the relation is Botteoedt 
and the king is a tory, and the heir-apparent a whig* 
Without uncovering the grave, to bring up things for 
dispute which have lain till their shape and suU^ance 
are half dissolved away in that ^at receptacle of 
the follies and arts of mankind, it is obvious that 
there was enough in the contrast of men and parties 
to have allured the young Prince of Wales to the 
Bide of opposition. 

Almost prohibited, by the rules of the English 
court from bearing any important part in the go- 
vemment ; almost condemned to silence in the legis- 
lature by the custom of the constitution ; almost re- 
stricted, by the etiquette of his binb, from exertinff 
himself in any of those pursuits which cheer and 
elevate a manly mind, by the noble consciousness 
that it is of value to its country ; the life of the 
eldest bom of the throne appears condemned to be 
a splendid sinecure. The valley of Rasselas, with 
its impassable boundary, and its luxurious and spirit- 
subduing bowers, was but an emblem of princely 
existence; and the moralist is unfit to decide on 
human nature, who, in estimating the careeri forgets 
the temptation. 
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It is neither for the purpose of undue praise to 
those who are now gone beyond human opinion, nor 
with the idle zeal of hazarding new conjectures, 
that the long exclusion of the Prince of Wales from 
pubUc activity is pronounced to have been a signail 
injury to his fair fame. The same mental and 
bodily gifts which were lavished on the Ustless 
course of fashionable hfe, might have assisted the 
councils, or thrown new lustre on the arms, of his coun.. 
try; the royal tree, exposed to the free blasts of hea- 
ven, might have tossed away those parasite plants 
and weeds which encumbered its growth, and the 
nation might have been proud of its stateliness» and 
loved to shelter in its shade. 

The education of the royal family had been con- 
ducted with so regular and minute an attention, that 
the lapses of the prince's youth excited peculiar dis* 
pleasure in the king. The family discipline was 
almost that of a public school: their majesties gene** 
rally rose at six, breakfasted at eight with the two 
elder princes, and then summoned the younger chil- 
dren : the several teachers next appeared, and the 
time till dinner was spent in diligent application to 
languages and the severer kinds of titerature, varied 
by lessons in music, drawing, and the other accom- 
plishments. The king was frequently present; the 
queen superintended the younger children, Uke an 
English mother. The two elder princes laboured 
at Greek and Latin with their tutors, and were by 
no means spared in consequence of their rank, 
" How would your majesty wish to have the princes 
treated?" was said to be Markham^s inauiry of 
the king. " Like the sons of any private English gen- 
tleman," was the manly and sensible answer. **If 
they deserve it, let them be flogged ; do as you used 
to do at Westminster." 

The command was adhered to, and the royal cul» 
pnts acquired their learning by the plebeian mode. 
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the story is toId« that on die sabsequent change 
oi preceptors, the command having been repeated, 
Amald, or one of his assistants, thought proper to 
inflict a punisbm^at, without taking into due con« 
Aderaiion that the infants whom Markham had dis- 
d{dined with impimity were now stoat boys. How- 
ever, the Prince and the Duke of York held a little 
council on the matter, and organized rebellicni to 
the rod : cm its next appearance they rushed upon 
the tutor, wrested his weapons finom him, and exer- 
cised them with so much activity on his person, that 
the offence was never ventured asain. 

Louis the Fourteenth, when, in his intercourse with 
the accomplished society of France, he felt bis own 
deficiencies, o£ten upbraided the foolish indulgence 
■which had left his youth without instruction ; ex- 
claiming, '* Was there not birch enough in the forest 
o€ Fontainebleaul'' George the Third was deter* 
noined that no reproach of this nature should rest 
upon his memory ; and probably no private family in 
the empire, were educated with more diligence in 
study, more attention to religious observances, and 
more rational respect for their duties to society, than 
the children of the tiirone. 

This course of education is so fully acknowledged 
that it has even been made a charge against the good 
sense of that excellent man and monarch ; as stimu- 
lating some of the dissipations of the prince's early 
life by the contrast between undue restraint and sud- 
den liberty. Yet the princes were under no restraint 
but from eviL They had their little sports and compa- 
nionships ; they wereeven, from time to time, initiated 
into such portions of court life as might be under- 
stood at their age ; children's balls were given ; the 
king, who was ftmd of music, had frequent concerts, 
at which the royal children were shown, dressed in 
the ribands and badges of their orders; and in the 
numerous celebrations at Kew and Windsor, they en- 
joyed thek full diare* All their birthdays were kept 



00 GBOROS TAB FOtTRTH. [1787« 

with great festivity ; and August, from its beiag an 
auspicious period for the royal family, as the month 
of the Hanover accession, the battle of Minden, 
amd the. birth of three of the princes, was almost a 
continual holyday: prizes were given to the water- 
men on the Thames, sports were held in Windsor 
and Kew, and the old English time of both rustic 
and royal merriment seemed to have come again. 

^rhere can be no difficulty in relieving the memory 
of Geprge the lliird from the charge of undue re- 
straint ; for nothing can be idler than the theory, 
that to let loose the passions of tlie young is to in- 
culcate self-control. Vice is not to be conquered 
by inoculation; and the parent who gives his sons 
a taste of evil, will soon ind that what he gave as 
an antidote has been swallowed as a temptation. • 

The palpable misfortune of the prince was, that 
on emerging from the palace, he had still to learn 
human character, the most essential public lesson for 
his rank. Even the virtues of his parents were in- 
jurious to that lesson. Through infancy and youth 
he had seen nothing round him that could give a con* 
eeption of the infinite heartlessness and artifice, the 
specious vice, and the selfish professions, that must 
beset him at his first step into Ufe. A public educa^ 
tion might have, in some degree, opened his eyes to 
the reaUties of human nature. Even among boys, 
some bitter evidence of the hoUowness and hypo- 
crisy of life is administered ; and the prince's under- 
standing might have been early awakened to the sa- 
lutary caution, which would have cast out before 
him, naked, if not ashamed, the tribe of flatterers 
and pretended friends who so long.perverted his natu- 
ral popularity. 

But there was much in the times to perplex a man 
of his high station and hazardous opportunities, let 
his self-control be however vigilant. The habits 
of society have since been so much changed, that it 
is difficult to conceive the circumstances of that sin- 
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g«lar and stinuig period* We live in a dsy of nw^ 
Verity in all things. The habits of A(ty yean ago 
were* beyond all cmnparison, those of a more pro- 
minent, showy, and p^ular system. The EngUA 
nobleman sustained the hcmours of his nmk with a 
larger display; the Englishman of fashionable life 
was more conspicuous in his establishment, in his 
appearance, and even in his eccentricities : the phae* 
ton, his favourite equipage, was not more unlike the 
cabriolet, that miserable and creeping contrivance of 
our day, than his rich dress and cultivated manners 
were like the wretched costume and low fooleries 
that make the vapid lounger of modem society. The 
women of rank, if not wiser nor better than their 
successors, at least aimed at nobler objects: they 
ilurew open their mansions to the intelligent and ac- 
complished minds of their time, and instead of /^ 
ing every foreign coxcomb, who came with no better 
title to respect than his grimace and his guitar, 8ur« 
rounded themselves with the wits, orators, and scho- 
lars of England. 

The contrivance of watering-places had not been 
then adopted as an escape, less from the heats of 
summer than from the observances of summer hos- 
pitality. The great families returned to their coun- 
try-seats with the close of parliament, and their re* 
turn was a holyday to the country. They received 
their neighbours with opulent entertainment ; cheered 
and raised the character of the humbler ranks by their 
liberality and their example ; extinguished the little 
oppressions, and low propensities to crime which bar 
bitually grow up where the lord is an absentee ; and 
by their mere presence, and in the simple exercise 
of the natural duties of rank and wealth, were the 
great benefactors of society. A noble family of that 
time would no more have thought of flying from its 
country neighbours to creep into miserable lodgings 
at a .watering-place, and hide its diminished nead 
among the meager accommodations and misceila» 
F 
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neons society of a seacoast village, than it would 
of burning its title-deeds. The expenses of the 
French war may have done something of this ; and 
the reduced rent-rolls of the nobility may countenance 
a more limited expenditure. But whether the change 
have been m matter or mind, in the purse or the spirit, 
the 'change is undeniable ; and where it is not com- 
pelled by circumstances is contemptible. 

Tlie prince was launched into public life in the 
midst of this high-toned time. With an income o( 
50,000/. a-year, he was to take the lead of the Eng- 
lish nobility, many of them with twice his income, 
and, of course, free from the court-encumbran6es of 
an official household. All princes are made to be 
plundered; and the youth, generosity, and compa* 
nionship of the prince marked him out for especial 
plunder. He was at once fastened on by every glit- 
tering profligate who had a debt of honour to dis* 
<Aarge, by every foreign marquis who had a bijou to 
dispose of at ten times its value, by every member 
of the turf who had an unRnown Eclipse or Childers 
in his stables, and by every nameless claimant on his 
personal patronage or his unguarded finance, until he 
feU into tne han£ of the Jews, who offered him mo- 
ney at fifty per cent; and from them into the hands 
of political Jews, who offered him the national trea- 
mry at a price to which a hundred per cent, was mo- 
deration. 

At this time the prince was nineteen, as ripe an 
age as could be desired for ruin ; and in three short 
years the consummation was arrived at, — ^he was 
ndned. 

The Prince of Wales had now reached the second 
period of his public life. He had felt the bitterness 
of contracted circumstances, and tlie still keener trial 
of parliamentary appeal. His personal feelings had 
been but slightly spared in either; and we can 
scarcely be surprised at his shrinking from the cabi- 
net, in which he had found-none but baffled castiga* 
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torsy and attaching himself more closely to that q;>- 
position m which he had fomid none but active and 
successful friends. 

It is certain, that few men of his rank had ever 
been more wrung by the severit}^ of the public in- 

Suisition into the habits of their lives. Court scan- 
als^ire, at all times, precious; but the power of 
probing the wounds or princely life was never in- 
dulged in more generously for the sake of popular 
science. The newspapers, too, plunged fiercely into 
the merits on both sides, and 

u By decisiosi more embroiled tbe finy.* 

Those formidable, but salutary scourges of public 
error, were just beginning to assume their influence ; 
and, like all possessors of imexpected power, their 
first use of it was to lay on the lash without mercy. 
Crabbe, then young, tremulously describes the terrors 
that must have naturally startled the chaplain of a 
duke at the rise of this grand flagellator ; though, like 
all satirists, he overlooks the actual and measureless 
good in the picturesque evil. 

'* But Stmday past, wta«t immben floarisb tben, 
What wondrous labours of the press and pen ! 
Diurnal most, some thrice each week aflbrds, 
Some only once ; O, avarice of-words ! 
wEm thousand starving minds such manim MOk, 
To drop the precious food but ODoe a week I 

Endless It were to sing the powers of all. 
Their names, their numbers, how they rise and fidl, 
like baneflil herbs, the i^r's eye they seize, 
Rush to the head, and poison where they (deaae ; 
Like summer flies, a busy, buzzing train, 
They drop their maggots in the idler's brain ; 
The genial soil preserves the MiitM store. 
And there they grow, and breed a thousand more.- 

* * • . * * 

Nor here th* f nfbctioos rage for party stops, 
But flits along flrom palaces to shops ; 
Our weekl V ioumais o'er the land abound 
And spread their plague and lofluensa roiiod. 
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The viUace, too, the peaceflil pleasant jdafai, 
Breeds tbe whig former, and the tory swain ; 
jfoooks' and St. Alban's boast not, but instead 
Stares the red Ram, and swings the Rodney's Head. 

Here clowns delight the weekly news to con, 

And mingle comments as they blunder on : 

To swallow all their yarying antbors teach, 

To spell a title, and confound a speech. 

One with a muddled spirit quits the News, <•» 

And claims his native license, — to abuse ; 

Then joins the cry, that * all the courtly race 

Strive but for power, and parley but for place':' 

Tet hopes, good man, that all may still be well, 

And thanks his stars— be has a vole to sell."* 

If the prince had been a man of a harsh and g\o6my 
mind, he had already fomid matter to qualify him 
for a Timon. But his experience produced no bit* 
temess against human nature, though it ma^y^ have 
urged him into more intimate connexion with the 
party that promised at once to protect and to avenge* 
Long attracted to Fox by the social captivations of 
that singularly-gift«d individual, he now completely 
joinedhim as the politician, made friends of his irieuifo 
and enemies of his enemies, unfurled the opposition 
banner, and all but declared himself the head of the 
^reat aristocratic combination, which was now more 
Sian ever reiolved to shake the minister upon his 
throne. 

In 1792t the prince had been introduced to the 
house of peers, attended by the Dukes of Cumber- 
land, Richmond, Portland, and Lord Lewisham, and 
had spoken on the Marquis of Abercorn's motion for 
an address on the proclamation for repressing sedi- 
tious meetings. The speech was much admired for 
the grace of its delivery. It was in substance that 
— ^ He was educated in the principle, and he should 
ever preserve it, of a reverence for the constitutional 
liberties of the people ; and as on those liberties the 
happiness of the people depended, he was determinedi 

* FoemoT «Tbe Newipqwi^** paUklwd In 178<. 
t Nofinlwr 11. 
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as far as his interest could have any ftnce* to Biro- 
port them. The matter at issue was, whether the 
constitution was or was not to be maintained; 
whether the wild ideas of theory were to conquer the 
wholesome maxims of established practice; and 
whether those laws, under which we had flourished 
for so long a series of years, were to be subverted by 
a re%|pn unsanctioned by the people. 

^ As a person nearly and dearly interested in the 
welfare, and he would emphatically add, the happi- 
ness and comfort of the people, it would be treason 
to the principles of liis mind, if he did not come for- 
ward and declare his disapprobation of those sedi- 
tious publications which had occasioned the motion 
now before their lordships; his interest was con- 
nected with the interests of the people ; they were 
so inseparable, that unless both parties concurred, 
happiness could not exist 

*^ On this great, this solid basis, he grounded the 
vote which he meant to give ; and that vote should 
unequivocally be,^for a concurrence with the address 
of the commons.'' He concluded by sa3ring, with 
remarkable eflfect, — ^'•T exist by the love, uie friend- 
ship, and the benevolence of the people, and them I 
never will forsake as. long as I live." 

This speech, whether suggested bythe Duke of 
Portland (as was rumoured), or conceived by the 
prince, was obviously ministerial. But in those 
days, when the lord of the treasury might in the next 
month be thundering at the head of its assailants, 
and in the month after be flinging back their baffled 
bolts from the secure height of ministerial power; 
when in one month he might be the rebellious Titan, 
and in the next the legitimate Jove, the waving of 
whose curls shook the Olympus of Downing-street 
from its summit to its base ; the rapid changes of the 
administration made ministerial allegiance curiously 
fugitive. Before the worshipper had time to throw 
himself at the foot of the altar, the idol was gone, 
F2 
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tttid another was in possession ; before the cargo of 
fealty could reach the port, the port was in dust and 
ashes, or a hostile ensign waved upon its walls. 
North, Pitt, Shelbume, Fox, and Rockingham succes- 
sively mastered the treasury bench, within scarcely 
more months than their names; until government 
had begun to be looked on as only a more serious 
masquerade, where every man might assume^prery 
character in turn, and where the change of dress was 
the chief difference between the Grand Turk and his 
buffoon. 

The prince was the great political prize. Prom 
the hour of his infancy, when he was first shown be- 
hind his gilded lattice at St. James's to the people, 
he was the popular hope. The king's early illness, 
which made it probable that the heir might soon be 
the master of the crown, fixed the public interest 
still more anxiously upon Mm, and the successive 
cabinets felt the full importance of his name : but 
now the whole advantage was on the side of oppo^ 
sition. England had never before seen such a 
phalanx armed against a minister. A crowd of men 
of the highest natural talents, of the most practised 
ability, and of the first public weight in Inrth, fortune, 
and popularity, were nightly arrayed against the ad- 
ministration, sustained by the solitary eloquence of 
the young Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Yet Pitt was not careless of followers. He was 
more than once even charged withjsedulously gather- 
ing round him a host of subaltern politicians, whom 
he might throw forward as skirmishers, — or sacri- 
fices, which they generally were. Powis, describing 
the ** forces led by the right hon. gentleman on the 
treasury bench,'' said, ** the first detachment may be 
ealled his body-gusurd, who shoot their little arrows 
^[ainst those who refuse allegiance to their chief.*^ 
'fliis light infantry were, of course, soon scattered 

• WnnO'tlleiBoin. 
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yAnesk ^ mam battle joined. But Pitt, a son of the 
aristocracy, was an aristocrat in all his nature, and 
he loved to see young men of family round him ; 
others were chosen for their activity, if not for their 
force, and some probably from personal liking. In 
the later period of his career, his train was swelled 
by a more influential and promising race of pohtical 
woT^bippers, among whom were Lord Momington, 
since Marquis WeUesley ; Ryder, since Lord Har« 
rowby; and Wilberforce, still undignified by title, 
but possessing an influence which, perhaps, he values 
more. The minister's chief agents in the house of 
commons were Mr. Grenville (since Lord Grenville) 
and Dundas. 

Yet, among those men of birth or business, what 
rival could be found to the popular leaders on the op« 
posite side of the house, — to Burke, Sheridan, Grey, 
Windham, or to Fox, that 

** Prince and chief of many throned poweni, 
Who led the embattled aeraphim to war." 

Without adopting the bitter remark of the Duke da 
Montausier to Louis the Fourteenth, in leaking of 
Versailles :^-" Vous avez beau faire, sire, vous n'cn 
ferez jamais qu'un favori sans m^rite," it was impossi- 
ble to deny their inferiority on all the great points of 
pubUc impression. A debate in that day was one of 
the highest intellectual treats: there was always 
some new and vigorous feature in the display on both 
Bides ; some striking effort of imagination or mas- 
terly reasoning, or of that fine sophistry, in which, 
as was sfaidof the vices of the French notdesse, half 
the evil was atoned by the elegance. The ministe- 
rialists sarcastioally pronounced that, in every debate, 
Biiike said something which no one else ever said, 
Sheridan said something that no one else ought to 
say, and Fox something that no one else would 
dare to say. But the world, fairer in its decision, 
4id justice to their extraordinary powers ; and found 
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in the Asiatic amplitude and splendour of Burke, — ^in 
Sheridan's alternate subtlety and strength, remind- 
ing it at one time of Attic dexterity, and another of 
the uncalculating boldness of barbarism, — andin Fox*s 
matchless English self-possession, unaifected vigour* 
and overflowing sensibility, — ^a perpetual source of 
admiration. 

But it was in the intercourses of social life that 
the superiority of opposition was most incontestable. 
Pitt's life was in the senate : his true place of exist- 
ence was on the benches of that ministry, which he 
conducted with such unparalleled ability and success : 
he was in the fullest sense of the phrase, a public 
man ; and his indulgences in the few hours which he 
could spare from the buaness of ofllce, were more 
like the necessary restoratives of a frame already 
shattered, than the Sasy gratifications of a man of 
society : and on this principle we can safely account 
for the common charge of Pitt's propensity to wine. 
He found it essentisd, to relieve a mind and body 
exhausted by the perpetual pressure of affairs: wine 
was his medicine : and it was drunk in total solitude, 
or with a few friends from whom the minister had 
no concealment. Over his wine the speeches for 
the night were often concerted; and when the dinner 
was done, the table council broke up only to finish 
the night in the house. 

The secret history of those symposia might still 
clear up some of the problems that once exceedingly 
perplexed our politicians. On one occasion Pitt's 
silence on a motion brought forward by the present 
Earl Grey with great expectation and great effect, 
excited no less surprise, than its being replied to by 
Dundas, whose warfare generally lay among less 
hazardous antagonists. The clubs next day were in 
a fever of conjecture on this apparent surrender of a 
supremacy, of which the minister was supposed to be 
peculiarly jealous. 

The mystification lasted until Duudaa laufi^uogly 
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acknowledged that, on the ni^ht before the debate, 
Pitt and some of their immediate friends had been 
amusing themselves after dinner with imaginary 
speeches for opposition : he himself had made a bur- 
lesque speech for the motion, and Pitt enjoyed the 
idea so highly, that he in^sted on his replying to the 
mover in the house, saying, "that by the law of Par- 
liament nobody could be so fit to make a speech 
against, as he who had made a speech ybr; and that 
his only chance of escaping the charge of being a 
proselyte, was by being an assailant/^ When the 
debate came on, Dundas had -waited for the minis- 
ter's rising, as usual ; but, to his surprise, he found 
that Pitt was determined to keep up the jest, and 
compel him, mcUgr^, bongr^, to speak. There was 
no resource, Pitt was immoveable, and the festive 
orator, to his considerable embarrassment, was forced 
to lead. 

But wine, if a pleasant associate, is a dangerous 
master : and an after-dinner frolic is mentioned as 
having nearly cost the minister his life. Returning, 
past midnight, with his friends to Wimbledon, from 
Mr. Jenkinson's, at Croydon, they found one of the 
turnpike gates open ; and, whether from the na- 
tural pleasure of bafiling the tumpikeman, or of 
cheating the king, the party put spurs to their horses 
and ^loped through. Those sportive personages 
were no less than the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Lord Chancellor, and the Treasurer of the Navy 
— ^Pitt, Thurlow, and Dwidas. The gate-keeper 
called after them in vain, until deciding, from their 
haste, and there having been rumours of robberies 
on the road, that they were three highwaymen, 
he summarily took the law into his own hands, and 
discharged a blunderbuss at their backs. However, 
their speed, or his being unaccustomed to shoot mi- 
nisters flying saved them ; and they had to suffer 
from nothing but those " paper bullets of the brain" 
which Benedick so much despised. Of those they 
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had many a volley. The Rolliad thus commemo- 
rated the adventure : 

** Ah think what danger on debauch attends ! 
Let Pitt, o'er wine, preach temperance to bis friends, 
How, as be wandered darkling o'er the plain, 
Hi« reason drowned In Jenkinaon's champaign, 
A rustic's hand, but ricbteous fate withstood. 
Had shed a preiuiei's for a robbei^ blood." 

But those were rare ccmdescensions to society in 
the premier. From remaining unmarried, he was 
without an establishment; for the attempt which he 
made to form one, with his fantastic relative Lady 
Hester Stanhope at its head, soon wearied him, and 
he escaped from it to the easier hospitality of Mr. 
Dundas, whose wife. Lady Jane, was a woman of 
remarkable inteUigence, and much valued by Pitt* 
His official dinners were generally left to the ma^ 
nagement of Steele, one of the secretaries of the trea- 
sunr. 

But with Fox all was the bright side of the picture. 
His extraordinary powers defied dissipation. No 
public man of England ever mingled so much per- 
sonal pursuit of every thing in the form of indul- 
gence with so much parliamentary activity. From 
the dinner he went to the debate, from the debate to 
the gaming-table, and returned to his bed by day- 
light, freighted with parliamentary applause, plun- 
dered of his last disposable guinea, and fevered with 
sleeplessness and agitation ; to go tlirough the same 
round within the next twenty-four hours. He kept no 
house ; but he had the houses of all his party at his 
disposal, and that party were the most opulent and 
sumptuous of the nobility. Cato and Antony were 
not more unlike, than the pubUc severity of Pitt, and 
the native and splendid dissoluteness of Fox. 

They were unlike in all things. Even in such 
slight peculiarities as their manner of walking; into 
the house of commons, the contrast was visible. 
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From the door Pitt's countenance was that of a man 
' who felt that he was coming into his high place of 
business. " He advanced up the floor with a quick 
fijrm step, with the head erect and thrown back, look* 
ing to neither the right nor the left, nor favouring 
with a glance or a nod any of tiie individuals seated 
on either side, among whom many of the highest 
would have been gratified by such a mark of recog- 
nition."* Fox's entrance was lounging or stately, 
as it might happen, but always good-humoured ; he 
had some pleasantry to exchange with evciybody, 
and until the moment when he rose to speat, con- 
tinued gayly talking with his friends. 

As the royal residencds were all occupied by the 
king, or the younger members of the royal family, 
the prince was forced to find a country-seat for him- 
self; and he selected Brighton, then scarcely more 
than a little fishing village, and giving no conception 
of the seashore London that it has since become. 
Our national rage for covering every spot of the land 
with brick, and blotting out the sky with the smoke 
of cities linked to cities, had not then become epi- 
demic ; and Brighton, in all its habits, was as far re- 
moved from London as Inverness : but its distance, 
not above a morning's drive for the rapid charioteer- 
ing of his royal highness, made it eligible ; and at 
Brighton he purchased a few acres, and began to 
build. 

Probably no man has ever begun to build, without 
having the prince's tale to telL Walpole advises a 
man never to lay the first stone, until he has settled 
his children, buried his wife, and hoarded three times 
the amount of the estimate. There is no royal road 
to building ; and the prince soon found that he must 
undergo the common lot of all who tempt their fate 
with architecture. 

♦ WrazaU. 
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His first work was a cottage in a field. The 
cottage was a singularly pretty and picturesque 
Mttle fabric, in a small piece of ground where a few 
shrubs and roses shut out the road, and the eye 
looked unobstructed over the ocean. But visiters 
naturally came, and the cottage was found small. 
The prince's household and visiters gradually in- 
creased, and there was then no resource but in a 
. few additional apartments. It was at last found that 
those repeated improvements were deformities, and 
that their expense would be better employed in 
making a complete change. 

From this change grew the present Pavilion ; the 
' perpetual ridicule of tourist wit, and certainly un- 
suited in style to its present encumbered and narrow 
site, and perhaps to European taste. But if no maA 
is a hero to his valet-de-chambre, no man is a prince 
to his architect. Whatever be his repugnance, he is 
bound hand and foot by the dictator of taste ; is ac- 
countable for nothing, but the rashness of surrendering 
himself at discretion; and has henceforth nothing to 
do but to bear the public pleasantry as patiently as 
he may, and consider how he shall pay his biU. 

Yet the happiest hours of the prince's life were 
spent in tliis cottage. But it is not for men of Ms 
condition to expect the quiet of an humbler and more 
fortunate situation, the happy, honeyed lapse of years 
occupied only in cultivating the favourite tastes or 
the gentle aifections of the human heart. He was 
too important to the public, in all senses of the word, 
to be suffered to enjoy the ^jucunda oblivich^^ which 
every man of common knowledge of life feels to be 
among its best privileges. He was too essential to 
the objects of the great competitors for power; to the 
multitude, who look upon the purse of princes as 
their own; and ev^n to the general eagerness of the 
populace for royal anecdote, to be left unmoles^d 
in any retreat, however remote or secluded. -*^His- 
best quiet was only that of the centre of a vortex ; 
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and he was aeaicely suffered to make tbe expenment 
of ease, when the question of the Regency led» or 
rather flung, him into that sea of troubled and con- 
flicting interests from which he was destined never 
to emerge. 

His royal highnes«| had ioined the Foxites almost 
at the commencement of his public life. The esti- 
vation of Fox's manners, the freedom from restraint 
which he found in the society of which Fox was the 
idol, and the actual elegance and high life of the 
whig circle, were probably the chief sources of his 
choice. For what could be the polUic$ of a handsome 
boy of nineteen, living in a peipetual round of enter- 
tainments, with nothing to take care of but his 
beauty, and with all the world saying civil things to 
him, and he 8a3dng civil things to all the world 1 But, 
once fairly in the harness of party, the only difficulty 
was to keep him from overturning the machine by 
his eagerness. 

In the debates on the celebrated India bill, which 
Fox called the pyramid of the British power, but 
which he might more justly have called the mauso- 
leum of his own ; the Prince of Wales made himself 
conspicuous to a degree, which brought down strong 
charges of influence on his friends ; and certainly 
embarrassed North and Fox, already almost over- 
borne by national displeasure^ It was remarked on 
the prince's frequent presence in the house of com- 
mons during this perilous discussion, that *<if ^ 
great personage in question, not content with merely 
listening to the debates, should, on soiy occasion, 
testify by his behaviour or gesticulation, while in the 
house, a predilection or partiality for any set of men ; 
such marks of his preference would be unbecoming, 
and might operate as a means of influence.'' Ii<)ra 
North delicately defended the practice, by a paneg^c 
on the prince's " eminent abilities," and by expressing 
his personal gratiflci^tion in seeing ^ a prince to whom* 
the country must look up as its hope, thus practically 
G 
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becoming acquainted with the nature of this limited 
government, rather than taking up the hearsay of 
the hour, or looking for his knowledge to flatterers.'^ 

Fox, with his usual boldness, dashed out at once 
into lofty invective on the charges, " pernicious and 
ridiculous alike, adopted by no less the enemies of 
free discussion in that house, than the calumniators 
of the motives of a distinguished personage, whose 
whole spirit was honour." — ^ Was the mind which 
might, at any hour, by the common chances of mor- 
tality, be summoned to the highest duties allotted to 
man, to be left to learn them by accident 1 Was he 
to be sent to discover the living spirit of the consti- 
tution in the dust of libraries, or in the unintelligible 
compilations of black-letter law; or to receive it 
from the authority of the politicians, pious or other- 
wise, who had doled out doctrines to the house, which 
the house and the country, he believed, had heard 
with equal astonishment, however popular they might 
be in the inquisition, or perhaps in the conventicle ? 
For his part, he rejoiced to see that distinguished per- 
sonage disdaining to use the privileges of his rank, 
and keep aloof from the debates of that house. He 
rejoiced to see him manfully coming among them, to 
imbibe a knowledge of the constitution, within the 
walls of the commons of England. He, for his part, 
saw nothing in the circumstances which had called 
down so much volunteer eloquence and unnecessary 
reprobation, but a ground for praise ; an evidence of 
the British mind of that high personage, and a prac- 
tical pledge to the free institutions of the country." 

The member alluded to as the conventicle orator 
was Sir Richard Hill, brother of the preacher, who 
had the foolish and indecorous habit of introducing 
Scriptiue phraseology into his speeches, — o, habit by 
which, without increasing any man's respect for the 
Scriptures, he naturally brought himself into constant 
ridicule. Sir Richard was often thus more trouble- 
some to his friends than to his enemies. One eve* 
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lung, in contrasting Pittas influence at St. James's witk 
Fox's fuU-blown power in the house, he burst upon Uie 
astonished audience with the information, that ^ Uie 
honest Israelite, Mordecai, repaired privately to court, 
and averted the danger which threatened the people 
from Haman's ambition, who, being driven from the 
cabinet, was finally suspended from a gilH)et." 

The comparison with the Israelite^ intended as a 
matchless compliment to Pitt, was received by him 
without a smile ; and he was probably the only man 
in the house whose countenance did not wear one. 

The RoUiad, which spared none on the ministerial 
side, naturally delighted in such a victim. 

^ Brother of Rowland ! or, if )'et more dear 
Sounds thy new title, cousin of a pe^r; 
Scholar of various learning, good and evil, 
Alike what Heaven inspired, and what the Devil ; 
Speaker well skilled, what no man reads to write, 
tSleep-giving poet of a sleejJess night ; 
Polemic, politician, saint, and wit. 
Now- lashing Madan, iiow defending Pitt : 
Thy praise shall live till time its<4f be o*er, 

* Friend of king George, but of king Jesus more.' ** 

The last line was verbally one of Sir Richard's 
declarations. The critical knife was again plunged 
deep :^ 

• ••*•«« 

".His reverend jokes see pious Richard cut ; 
Let meaner tal«its ftom the Bible draw^ 
Their fhith, their morals these, and those their law. 
His lively genius finds in holy writ 

A richer mine of unsuspected wit ; ^ 

What never Jew, what never Christian 'aught. 
What never fired one sectary's heated thought. 
What not even Rowland dreamed, he saw alone. 
And to the wondering senate first made known. 
How bright o'er mortal jokes the Scriptures shine." 

To Fox the prince's connexion was a tower oi 
Strength. For it partially discountenanced the ru- 
mours, that in his fall he had abandoned more than 
place, and was imbittered not only against his sue- 
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eessful antagonists, but against the laws and tbe 
throne. As Pope said to Prince Frederic, on being 
asked *' how he contrived to feel so much regard for 
princes, and so little for kings t" that ^' he was afraid 
of the fnll-grown lion, but could play with it befoi^ 
its teeth and claws were come;*' Fox might have 
liked or loved the heir to the monarchy, however in- 
dignant at the grasp of the monarch himself; but 
his association with the prince may have done even 
more than assisted his public name. In the pro- 
verbial madness of ambition, the contumacious ten^ 
per of the time, and the angry workings of utter de- 
feat upon a powerful and impas«H>ned mind, there 
was formidable temptation to the great demagogue. 

Too generous and too lofty in ms habits to stoop 
to vulgar conspiracy ; perhaps, alike too abhorrent 
of blood, and too fond of his ease, to have exhibited 
the reckless vigour, or endured the long anxieties, 
or wrapped up his mysteiy in the profound conceal- 
ment of a Catiline; he had all the qualities that 
might have made a Caius Gracchus, — ^ihe eloquence, 
the ingenuousness of manner, the republican simpli- 
city of life, and the showy and specious zeal of po- 
pulacity in all its forms. Fox would have made the 
first of tribunes. He unquestionably possessed the 
means, at that period, to have become the most dan- 
gerous subject of England. 

Fox's life is a memorable lesson to the pride of 
talents. With every kind of pubUc, ability, every 
kind of public oi^rtunity, and an unceasing and 
indefatigable determination to be at the summit in 
all things, his whole life was a succession of disap- 
pointments. It has been said, that, on commencing 
his parliamentary course, he declared that there 
were three objects of his ambition, and that he 
would attain them all :— that he should be the most 
popular man in England, the husband of the hand- 
somest woman, and prime minister. He did attain 
them all ; but in what diminished and illusoiy degree^ 
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how the ^ juggling fiend kept the promise to tile ear, 
and broke it to the hope," is long since known. He 
was tiie most popular man m England, if the West- 
minster electors were the nation ; his marriage se- 
cured him beauty, if it secured him nothing else; 
and his premiership lasted scarcely long enough for 
him to appear at the levee. In a life of fifty-eight 
years. Fox's whole existence as a cabinet minister 
was but nineteen months ; while Pitt, ten years his 
junior, and dying at forty-seven, passed almost his 
whole life, firom his entraiice into parliament, at the 
head of the country. 

The public and parliamentary language of the time 
was contemptuous of all government Junius had 
-set the example, by insulting, not only the throne, 
but the private habits and personal feelings of the 
«itter on the throne. Going beyond the audacity of 
Cromwell, who declared that '* if he saw the king 
opposite to him in the field, he would fire his caihine 
mto his bosom as soon as into any other man's ;" 
Junius adopted the joint fierceness and insolence of 
Home Tooke, who declared that " he would Qie into 
the king's bosom sooner than into any other man's." 
English libel had^ till then, assailed only the public 
life of royalty; Junius Was the subtle traitor who 
dropped poison into the cup at its table. The ability 
of the writer is undoubted; but its uses deprive i it 
of all the higher admiration due to the exercise of 
ability in an honest cause. The remorseless and 
mahgnaut venom of this political serpent destroys 
ail our praise of its force and beauty. While the 
school of Junius continued to be the model of Eng- 
lish political writing, a ceaseless perversion was fes^ 
tering and enfeebling the public sense of truth, jus-* 
tice, and honour. 

Perhaps the safety of the constitution at that hour 

was owing to that petsonal character^jn which the 

•whole liost of pamphleteering turned all their 

aitiUeiy. A king jealous of his authority would 

' G 2 
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have haughtily avenged it by a stretch of his power ; 
a vindictive king woidd have fieircely torn away the 
covering from his libellers, and in lashing them have 
hazarded blows at higher interests ; an ambitious 
king would have grasped at the opportunity always 
offered by popular license to royal aggression, have 
raised up against the mob barriers from which ho 
might afterward menace the nation, and have more 
than retaliated as a tyrant all that he had suffered 
as a victim. 

But George the Third confided his quarrel to his 
virtues ; he saw deeper than the ostentatious saga- 
city of those declaimers and insulters into the true 
character of the people ; he knew that those furious 
gusts and ^ yesty waves" of sedition were pass* 
ing and superficial things ; that the time must come 
when the great expanse, the depth and breadth ot 
the public mind of the empire, would find its level, 
and be open to the light ; and in pious and manly 
resignation he awaited his time. 

The failure of the American war had concentred 
upon the king the whole weight f^ party obloquy. 
Iiord North, terrified at his own responsibility, instead 
of standing before the throne, flung himself at its 
feet ; and exhibited the repulsive spectacle of a first 
minister without resource in himself or in his friends ; 
and after having exhausted the royal means by his 
struggle for power, encumbering the royal person by 
his weakness. But if we may forgive the popular 
ignorance in its wrath for the loss of America, with 
what feeling shall we listen to the language of the 
great senatorial authorities t Histcny never gave a 
sterner rebuke to political foresight. " What,^' said 
Lord Chatham, in the famous speech which he 
almost died uttering ; ^ what is to be the eompensa* 
tion for the thirteen colonies 1 Where are we to 
look for iti ^'I never will consent to deprive the 
royal ofispring of the House of Brunswick of their 
fairest inheritance. Where is ftie man who dam 
advise such a measure 1" 
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The ientiment branded iUielf on the lepoCaliOD of 
all the leading statesm^i- 

** When I hiar," said Lord George Germaiae, ** the 
topic of abandoning the col<Hiies calmly propoeed« I 
own my astonishment ; I own that I cannot com- 
prehend the proposal ; I see in it only national ruin* 
I own I hare not that philosophic equanimity, that 
more than politieal nerve, widch can contemplate 
without shuddering the opening of a gulf into whidi 
all that is valuable in the British empire must inevi- 
tably he merg^. I must pause, I must tremUe» 
when I stand on its edge ; for it is my firm belief; 
that frmn the moment of acknowledging the inde* 
pendenoe of America, England is rtdnedy 

Lord Shelbume, a minister not celebrated for 
rashly giving way to his feeling exceeded, if possi'* 
ble, the melancholy prophecies of Chatham and 
Germaine. Even when fiiat lord of the treasury,* 
and with all the restrictions of official speech; he 
could glow on this subject, and ominously pro- 
nounce, that, — ^ in whatever year, in whatever hour, 
the British parliament should lose the sovereignty of 
the thirteen colonies the nm qf Englan^s glory woi 
Jhr ever Ht. He had hoped that there would be 
some reserve for national safety, if not for national 
honour; that a spark at least would be left, which 
might light us up in time to a new day. But if inde- 
pendence were once conceded, if parliament consider- 
ed that i^jeasure to be advisable, he, for his part, must 
avow his belief; he foresaw, in his own mind* that 
England mae undone P^ 

Such was the wisdom of the wise ; or rather, such 
was at once the blindness which could not see that 
the growing patronage of the colonies, if they had 
remained a few years longer in our hands, must have 
given the minister a powar deadly to a free consti- 
tution; the pcditical selfishness of arrogating to 
England a perpetual dominion which no authority 

• April, ITWL 
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three thousand imles oif could wisely adimnister, but 
which must cramp and wither the prosperity of a 
young continent by the burdens and institutes of an 
old island ; and not less the imgenerous neglect, or 
the narrow and ungrateful disregard of those immea- 
surable means ot strength^ happiness, and national 
stability, which Providence has lavished on Great 
Britain. But we can scarcely be surprised that opi- 
nions thus inculcated by the gravest names of pobti- 
eal council, voices that came like oracles, should 
have sunk deep into the popular bosom. A bitter 
repugnance to every act of the throne was rapidly 
engendered, thoughts of a general change began to be 
familiar, and the language of the principal members 
of opposition assumed a tone, at whose uncaUed-for 
violence we can now only wonder. Dunning, though 
a lawyer, and at an age not likely to be inflamed by 
enthusiasm, the keen, cold man of jurisprudence, ac- 
tually moved, in the house of conomons, that the 
power of dissolving parliament should be taken 
from the crown ; his motion .being, that* " the par- 
liament should not be .dissolved, nor the session pro- 
rogued, until proper measures were adopted for 
diminishing the Influence of the crown, and correcting 
the other evils complained of in the petitions." Fox 
carried his sentiments still further, and coming hot 
from the contact of the Corresponding Society, and 
full of the popular grievance of seeing a body of sol- 
diers placed to protect the members of the' house 
from insult, unhesitatingly declared, that *' if the sol- 
diery were to be thus let loose on the assemblages 
of the people, the people who attended them must eo 
armedJ*^ Mirabeau's famous declaration in the 
national assembly, that ''if the king desired the 
French deputies to retire, it must be at the point of 
the bayonet," the watchword of the revolution, was 
scarcely more defying than this menace. 

• April, 1780. 
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Bm iko better genius of England pierailad Hie 
statesman sbrank from the hideous worship of the 
devil of revolution. He could not pass at once from 
the princely banquet to tlie squalidness and obscene 
riot of the democratic carousal. He grew weanr of 
the furious fondness and the irrational hate of the 
populace ; his angry temperament cooled, his natural 
tastes were restored, and long before the close of his 
life, Fox was, what he had begun, the high aristocrat 
by habit, by association, and by nature. He still con- 
tinued member for Westminster, and he made his 
customary periodic appeals to party. But if he wore 
die robes of the worship, he had abandoned the fana^ 
ticism; he no longer menaced the institutions of 
England with the &rce fervour of his old proj^iecies 
of evil ; he no more shook against the throne the 
brand snatched from the revolutionary altar; he still 
went through the established ceremonial; but when 
it was done, he cast aside the vestments, and hastened 
to be the companion of nobles and princes again* 

The society at the Pavilion was remarkably at* 
tractive ; no prince in Europe passed so much of his 
time in society expressly cnosen by himself. Intel- 
ligent conversation is the great charm of man, the 
finest solace of intellectual labour, and the simplest 
yet most e^ctual and delightful mode of at once 
resting and invigorating the mind, whether weaned 
by study, or depressed by struggles with fortune* 
Next to the power of extensive benevolence, there is 
no privilege of princes which the wisdom of humbler 
life may l^ so justified in desiring, as their power of 
collecting accomidished minds from the whole range 
of the community. The Prince of Wales availed him* 
self largely of this privilege. It happened that Eng* 
Itsh society at tiiis period singularly abounded wiUi 
men of conspicuous ability^ To his royal highness, 
of course, all were accessible ; and though Ms asso- 
ciates were chiefly men of rauik or of h^h political 
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name, yet talents, grace of manners, and conversa- 
tional brilliancy were the principle of selection. 

Frederic the Great had attempted to draw round 
him a circle of this 'kind. But -he chose ill : for he 
chose dependants, and those Frenchmen. His own 
habits were querulous and supercilious; and as the 
fashions of royalty are quickly adopted by its asso- 
ciates, Frederic's coterie was in a state of perpetual 
warfare. Voltaire led the battle, and when he had 
sneered his companions out of all resistance, he fell 
on the monarch himself. No man in a state of per<« 
feet idleness can be satisfied with his life ; and the 
Frenchmen had nothing to do but to quarrel, invent 
scandals, and yawn. 

Thiebault, one of the chosen dwellers in the para« 
dise of Sans Souci, tells us, that their only occupation 
from morning till night was conjugating the verb 
s^ennuyery through all persons, moods, and tenses* 
Frederic treated them like monkeys in a cage, came, 
in from the council or the parade to amuse himself fox 
the half-hour with looking at their tricks and their 
visages; then turned on his heel, left them to the 
eternal weariness of their prison, and went about the 
business of the world. The Frenchmen at last 
slipped, one by one, out of this gilded menagerie ; 
ran off to Paris, the only spot where a Frenchman 
can live ; and libelled the royal wit and infidel with a 
pungency and profligacy even superior to his own* 
until they turned the " Grand Frederic" into a public 
laugh in every corner of Europe beyond the lash of 
his drum-majors. 

Frederic, Prince of Wales, the grandfather of his 
late majesty, had also attempted to collect a familiar 
and literary society round him. But the attempt 
was a reluctant one, and it naturally failed. It was 
Lyttelton's suggestion as a source of popularity ; and. 
it humiliated Thomson and Mallet, by making them 
pensioners on an individual. Authorship, to be wor- 
thy of public honour, cannot shrink too sensitively 
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from personal protection. The past age scandalized 
the natural rank of genius. But a wiser, because a 
more dignified, feelmg now prevails among men of 
literary name. They appeal only to the public, and 
honomrably disdain to stoop to the deg^dation of 
any patronage below that of the people and the 
throne. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The Princess Friends. 



Thb princess table afforded the display of men too 
independent by both their place in society, and their 
consciousness of intellectual power, to feel them- 
selves embarrassed by the presence of superior rank. 
Hare, Jekyll, Fitzpatrick, Erskine, with the great 
parliamentary leaders, were constant guests, and the 
round was varied by the introduction of celebrated 
foreigners, and other persons capable of adding to 
the interest of the circle. 

Hare, " the Hare and many friends," as he was 
called by the clever Dutchess of Gordon, in allusion 
to Gay's fable and his own universal favouritism, 
was then at the head of conversational fame. Like 
Johnson's objection to Topham Beaiiclerk — " Sir, a 
man cannot dine with him and preserve his self-ap- 
plause ; sir, no man who gives a dinn^ should so 
overwhelm his guests" — Harete chief fault was 
said to be his superabundant pleasantry; a talent 
which suffered nothing among his friends or enemies 
to escape, yet which had the rare good fortune of 
being pointed without ceasing to be playful. i 

Some of the sa3dngs of the circle are still remem- 
bered. But if they are given here in the miscella- 
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neous and accidental order of their transdring in the 
chances of society, it is by no means without a suffi- 
cient feeling, that the repetition of a bon-mot can 
seldom give more than a proof of the fading nature 
of pleasantry. The occasion is all. The prompt- 
ness of the idea, the circumstances, Qie company^ 
even the countenance, are essential to its poignancy. 
The revived pleasantry is a portrait drawn from the 
dust, and the originals of whose features have passed 
away — the amusement of a masquerade, when we 
have nothing of the masquerade left but the mask 
and the robe. If actors " come like shadows, so de- 
part ;" the fame of wits is still more fugitive ; until 
It is scarcely paradoxical to say, that the security of 
their fame depends oh the speed of our consigning 
all its snecimens to oblivion. Selwyn was the wit 
par excellence of his day, and so paramount, that he 
turns even Horace Walpole into a worshipper : Wal- 
pole, himself a wit, and as full of the keenest venom 
of the smallest ambition, as any man wlio ever pros- 
trated himself to a court and libelled it. Yet Sei- 
wyn's best sayings are now remarkable for scarcely 
more than their stiffness, their sulkiness, or their 
want of decorum. They are stamped with bald, 
dry antiquity ; and are perfectly worthy of the fate 
which has, a second time in our age, sent the skele- 
ton to the ^ve. 

The ment of Hare's jeuocd'etprit was their readi- 
ness and their oddity. — Fox, after the fall of the co- 
alition, coming to dinner at the Pavilion just as he 
had returned from London, and apologizing for ap- 
pearing in his dishabille and without powder : 

" Oh," said Hare, " make no apology ; our great 
guns are discharged^ and now we may all do without 
pozvder, 

" Pleasant news, this, from America," said he, 
meeting General Fitzpatrick on the first intelligence 
of Burgojoie's defeat. The general doubted, and re- 



plied, ^ thai he had Juf t come from the seciefauy of 
state's office without hearing any thing of it.'' " Per- 
haps so," said Hare, *' but take it from me as a flying 
juaaour." 

Fox's negligence of bis fortune had induced his 
friends to find out a wife for him among the great 
heiresses. Miss Pulteney, afterward Countess of 
Bath, was fixed upon ; and Fox, though probably 
without any pieculiar inclination to the match, paid 
his court for a while. A seat was frequently led for 
him beside the lady, and he made his attentions ra- 
ther conspicuous auring Hastings's trial. Some one 
observed to Hare the odd contrast between Fox's 
singularly dark complexion, and Miss Pulteney's 
pale face and light hair. " What a strange sort of 
children they will make," was the o&ervation. 
^* Why, duns, to be sure," replied Hare ; " cream-co- 
loured bodies, with blacjk manes and tails." 

Fox was more celebrated for fulness of conversa- 
tion, for the outpouring of an abundant mind than 
for piquancy of phrase. His animation was un<* 
equaJ, and there were periods when a stranger might 
have pronounced him even taciturn. B ut those times 
were generally brief; a sudden influx of ideas would 
seem to fertilize his mind, and he then overbore every 
thing by the richness and variety of his conceptions. 
Yet the chief remembrances of Fox in private so- 
ciety are some little poems, thrown off with the care- 
lessness of the moment, and deriving their principal 
value from his name. 

The Dutchess of Devonshire applied to him for a 
charade. " On what subject 1" said Fox. "The hap-, 
piest of all subjects — ^myself," was the laughing re- 
ply. Fox took his pencil, and on the back of a let- 
ter wrote the lines so often since made the property 
of wits and lovers in distress ; 
H 
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Ujjirst i« mjKlf in avery Abort word, 

My second's a plaything, 

And you are my third. ild4d.) 

His lines on the Rose. axe pretty and pathetic?— 

The roae, the sweetly blooming rose, 

Ere finom the tree ^is torn, 
U like the cbarm which beauty shows 

In lift's exulting mom. 

Bnt ah, how soon its sweets are gone, 

The rose-bud withering lies. 
So, long ere life's pale eve comes on, 

The flower of beanty dies. 

But, since the (hirest heayen e'er made 

Soon withering we shall find, 
Be thine, sweet rirl, what ne'er shall fiide, 

The beauties of the mtTuf. 

The well-known lines on Poverty, and on Mrs. 
Crewe, are of a higher order. But all those things 
are trifles, which might be produced by any pen, and 
which can be given only as instances of the occa- 
sional lightness of a grave and powerful mind. Fox's 
triumphs were all parliamentaiy. But his conversa- 
tion, when he was " i' the vein," is always ^ken 
of as leaving us only to regret that so little of it re- 
mains. 

One evening at Devonshire House, some remark 
happening to be made on the skill of the French in 
emblems, the Dutchess playfuUy said, " that it would 
be impossible to find an emblem for Acr." SeversJ 
attempts were made with various success. The 
Dutchess still declared herself dissatisfied. At 
length Fox took up a cluster of graphs and presented 
i* to her, with the motto, " JepUtis jusgu^d Nvresse;^ 
his superiority was acknowledged by acclamation. 

Burke was contending, in his usual enthusiastic 
manner, for the possibility of reusing Italy to her for- 
mer rank ; and instanced, that several nations which 
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had sunk tinder the sword had risen again. Fox ar- 
gued that her min was irretrievable, and that the 
very tardiness and tianqidllity of her decay made 
restcnration hopeless. ^ The man,'' said he, ** who 
breaks his bones by being flung from a precipice, 
may have them mended by his surgeon. But what 
hope is there when they liave dissolved away in the 
grave 1** 

A high official personage, since dead, noto- 
rious for his parsimony, andpecnUarly for his reluc- 
tance to contribute to charitable institutions, was 
seen at a charity sermon for some school, in which 
Fox and Sheridan were accidently interested. How 
far the sermon had acted, on this noble person's libe- 
rality became a question over the table. " I think 
he gave his pound," said Sheridan. " Impossible,'* 
said Fox, << the rack could not have forced such a 
sum from him ; or, he must think that he is going to 
die." " Poh," was Sheridan's reply, " the sum is not 
much ; even Judas threw away twice the money." 
•*Yes," returned Fox; "but how long was it before 
he was hanged?" 

Gibbon, one of the most fastidious of men, and 
disposed by neither party nor personal recollections 
to be enamoured of Fox, describes his conversation 
as admirable. They met at Lausanne, spent a day 
without other company, " and talked the whole day :" 
the test was sufficiently long under any circum- 
stances, but Gibbon declares tlmt Fox never flagged ; 
his animaticm and variety of tome were inexhaust- 
ible. 

Major Doyle, the present Gen. Sir John Doyle, 
who after a course of renown in the field and the 
senate, is still the life of his qircle, and abounds in 
the spirit and pleasantry of his early years ; was, 
for a long p^iod, pfivate secretary to the prince. 
The choice nad nothing to do with politics or £ng- 
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lish connexioiis, for Doyle was an Irishman and a 
stranger, or known only by his character for wit and 
eloquence in the Irish parliament, where he had at-* 
tained a high rank among opposition. The prince, 
already acquainted with his name, met him in the 
crowd of an enormous London route, was struck 
with his obvious intelligence, and invited him at the 
moment to accompany a large party who were going 
to spend the week at the Pavilion. There the first 
impression was so fully confirmed, that he offered 
him the private secretaryship, and Doyle was thence- 
forth one of the stars of the Brighton galaxy. It is 
an honour to this distinguished gentleman and sol- 
dier, that neither time nor circumstance has worn 
away his feelings for his royal friend : to whom, on 
aU occasions, he unequivocally and eloquently gives 
the tribute of having been the most attractive and 
accomplished man whom he ever met, in the range 
of a life spent in the best society of Europe ; as the 
most open-hearted and even-tempered of human be- 
ings, during the entire period of their intercourse ; 
as possessing a remarkable degree of knowledge, 
peculiarly on military subjects ; and, on the whole, 
as gifted with acquirements and abilities which, if 
the field for their exertion had not been so sternly 
closed at the commencement of his public life, must 
have placed the Prince of Wales among the most 
popular and eminent individuals who ever inherited 
the British throne. 

The charges of caprice, and of those sudden 
checks of familiarity which have been subsequently 
laid against him, if they were not founded more in 
the foolish presumption of those who made them, 
than of him who might have had no other means of 
repulsing unworthy society, seem to have had no 
existence at this period. The table was free and 
equal; the prince enjoyed his witticism, and bora 
its reply; and perhaps at no table in England 
wa« there more ease, liveliness, or freedom from 
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Ibe royal £rovn that looks down sufagects into 

silence. 

On the king's opening the session of parlianoent* 
the prince had gone in state in a military uniform 
mth diamond epaulettes. At diuner Dovle came in 
late, and, to the prince's inquiry whether he had seen 
the procession? answered, that he had been among 
the mob, ^ who prodigiously admired his royal high- 
nesses equipage.^ ** And did they say nothing else t" 
asked the prince, who wa3 at this time a gwA deal 
talked of, urom his encumbrances. 

^Yes. One fellow, looking at your epaulette^ 
said, ' Tom, what an amazing fine thing the prince 
has got onhis shoulders !' * Ay^ answered the other, 
' fine enough, and ^ne as it is it will soon be on our 
shoulders,^ ^^ The prince paused a moment, then 
looked Doyle in the face, and laughing, said, '* Ah ! 
I know where that hit came from, you rogue ; that 
could be nobody's but yours. Come, take some wine.** 

Curran, the celebrated Irish barrister, was a fre- 
quent guest at the Pavilion, and all his recollections of 
it were panegyrical. He said, and this atatime when 
his intercourse with courts, and nearly with life, was 
at an end ; that, considered as a test of colloquial 
liveliness and wit, he had never met any thing supe- 
rior to the prince's table, and that the prince himself 
was among the very first there ; that he had never met 
any man who kept him more on the gui vive; and 
if his own habits might have given him a little more 
practice, the prince " fairly kept up at saddle-skirts 
with him." 

St. Leger, a showy Irishman, ccmiing to London, 
and being extensively known from his connexions 
and manners, had availed himself of the hospitalities 
of whig and tory alike ; and on his first dinner at 
the Pavilion, was laughingly taken to task for his 
indiscriminate taste for the burgundy of both sides. 
H2 
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The Irishnian defended himself gallantly, and said, 
that he saw no difference of principle in beauty or 
burgundy ; but that, "love or drink where he would, 
he would always adhere to his political friends." -^ 

« St. Leger is quite right," said the prince ; " he 
promises Ske the prospectus of a newspaper,— 
* open to all parties^ but influenced by none.' " 

The Lewes races were thinly attended, in conse- 
quence of a rainy day. The prince and a few per- 
itons of rank were there, and underwent a drenching. 
On their return, some observation was made on the 
small number of noblemen on the course. " I beg 
pardon," said the prince; "I think I saw a very 
handsome sprinkling of the nobility." 

The conversation turning on some new eccentri- 
city of Lord George Gordon, his unfitness for a mob 
leador was instanced in his suffering the rioters of 
1780 to break open the gin-shops, and, in particular, 
to intoxicate themselves by the plunder of Langdale's 
great distillery, in Holbom. **But why did not 
Langdale defend his property 1" was the question. 
" He had not the means," was the answer. " Not 
the means of defence 1?' said the prince ; " ask An- 
gelo: he, a brewer, a fellow all his life long at cart 
and tierce.^ 

The prince's regiment were expecting orders for 
Ireland. St. Leger said that gamson duty in Dublin 
was irksome, and that country quarters were so 
squalid that they would destroy the lace and uni* 
forms of the regiment, which, even then, were re- 
markably rich. " Well, then," said the prince, ** let 
them do their duty as dragoons, and scour the country .** 

A heavy-heeled cavalry officer, at one of the 
Brighton balls, astounded the room by the peculiar 
impresiiveness of his dancing. A circle of afOrighted 
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ladies fluttered over to the prince, ond inquired, 
by what possibility they could escape being tram- 
pled out of the world by this formidable per- 
former, " Nothing can be done," said the prince, 
-"since the war is over: then he might have been 
sent back to America as a republication of the gtamp 
act." 

Home Tooke was committed to prison on a charge 
of treason, which he bore so loftily, that he was said 
to have an intention of establishing regular elob 
dinners in the jail. 

" The parson had better give a masquerade, and 
appear as Tartuffe," said Sheridan. " No; a concert 
is the thing," said the prince : ** Newgate is a capital 
place for a ketch club." 

Sheridan was detafling the failure of Fox's match 
with Miss Pulteney . " I never thought that any thing 
would result from it," said the prince. " Then," re- 
plied Sheridan, " it was not for want of sighs ; he sat 
beside her cooing like a turtle dove." 

"He never cared about it," said the prince; "he 
saw long ago that it was a cotip manqu^.^^ 

At a later period, one of the newspapers quoted a 
speech of Sir Joseph Yorke, who, in his usual good- 
humoured style, said, at some public dinner in win- 
ter, " that, for his patrt, in such society, he knew no 
difference of politics w seasons. And that a coal 
fire, champaign, and good company might turn win- 
ter into summer at any day of the year." 

"Shakspeare and Sir Joseph agree," said the 
prince: 

" Now is the winter of oor diseontent 
Made giorioas sonmier by tHe Son of Yorke? 

In Cyril Jackson's visits to Brighton, the conver- 
satf on frequently turned on points of literature. On 
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one occasion, the prince quoted a phrase from 
Homer. Jackson douhted, the prince persisted. 
" Well, then," said the old man, with the freedom 
of former preceptorship, " if that be the line,, you 
have got it by heart to puzzle me : you have »ar- 
roted it." " Let the Homer be brought," saia the 
prince, " and now see if I have parroted it." The 
book was brought, and he repeated half the page from 
memory. Jackson was delighted. *' Ah !" said he, 
^ I knew that you would be a scholar ; and it was I 
who made you one." 

Pox disliked Dr. Parr; who, however, whether 
from personal admiration, or from the habit which 
tlirough life humiliated his real titles to respect — that 
of fastening on the public favourites of the time, per- 
secuted him with praise. The prince saw a newspa- 
per panegyric on Fox, evidently from the Dr.'s pen ; 
and on being asked what he thought of it, observed, 
that ^ It reminded him of the famous epitaph on Ma< 
ehiavers tomb,— 

** Tanto nomini nulliim Par elogium.'' 

If English punning be a proscribed species of wit ; 
though it bears, in fact, much more the character of 
the " chartered libertine," every where reprobated, 
and every where received ; yet classical puns take 
rank in all lands and languages. Burke's pun on 
the " divine right of kings and toastmasters,"— the 
jure rfe-wno— perhaps stands at the head of its class. 
But in an argument with Jackson, the prince jest- 
ingly contended that trial by jury was as old as the 
time of Julius Cxsar; and even that Caesar died 
by it. He quoted Seutonius : " Jure caesus videtur." 

The late Sir William Curtis was equally known 
for his loyalty and his good living, his speeches and 
his jovial visage ; in particidar, that feature which 
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gave Bardolph his fame, was the sign of many a 
banquet, as it was the theme of a good deal of cari- 
caturing and temporary pleasantry. The prince, 
looking over one of those caricatures, representing 
Sir William, with an exaggerated nose, going to 
ihe siege of Walcheren, and singing a parody on 
Black-eyed Susan; remarked, that he supposed 
his old friend would succeed better as an orator 
than a poet, for — ^**no man cut a greater figure in 
the rostrum." 

St. Leger was repeating a fragment of a striking 
speech which Grattan had delivered at the Rotunda 
(a place of jpopular meeting in Dublin), in his par- 
liamentary canvass. The colonel apologized for its 
-want Oi the original effect, which " belonged to the 
circumstances under which it had been spoken, — 
the place, the people, the speaker himself," &c. 
"Yes," said the prince, " nothing will do for a speech 
of Grattan's but the ore RotundoT 

Among the adventures to which the prince's unre- 
stricted style of life exposed him, he was once 
robbed ; not by his friends or his household, for that 
seems to have been the daily occurrence with, at 
least, the lower ranks of both ; but by those profes- 
sional collectors of the streets, who, fifty years ago, 
made a midnight walk in London as perilous as a 
walk in Arabia. The prince and the Duke of York 
had remained till a late hour at one of the St. James's 
Street clubs, where the duke had played, and, by an 
unusual fortune with that honest and open character, 
had won a considerable sum. The royal brothers 
got into a hackney-coach, and were driving down 
Hayhill, when the coach was suddenly stopped, the 
doors were thrown back, and the robbers, masked, 
presented their pistols : resistance would have been 
idle. The prince had a diamond watch of ffreat 
value, which he cleverly shpped under the cushion, 
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and thus saved : but the duke was oblig^ed to refund 
all his winnings ; and the robbers were so well sa- 
tisfied with this prize, that they forgot the prince's 
purse, closed the doors, and wished them a g^ood 
night. They had evidently been followed from the 
club-house, and, it was strongly suspected, by some 
of the gamesters themselves. On driving off, the 
prince triumphantly showed his purse. " How did 
you contrive to keep it ^'^ said the duke. " Easily 
enough," answered the prince, drawing his watch 
from under the cushion ; ^ there is nothing hke hav- 
ing the wcUch in the coach with one." 

The leading barristers, Erskine, Adam, Ponsonby, 
Curran, Butler, and others, were frequent guests at 
tiie Pavilion. The society of those accomplished 
men speaks not slightly for the mtellect that could 
have eiyoyed their company ; arid innumerable anec- 
dotes might be told of their intercourse. 

Erskine, always animated, full of conversation, 
and sportive, was then in the flower of his fame. 
Led by his original propensities to take th^side of 
thewhigs, and personaliy attracted by Fox, Erskine 
had embr^ed party with a vividness natural to his 
character, and a sincerity new to his profession. No 
man, within memory, had so rapidly mastered the 
difficulties of rising at the bar. His singular elo- 
quence, boldness, and fervour broke down the bar- 
riers of that most jealous and repulsive of profes- 
sions ; and, from the moment of his appearing, he 
was visibly marked for the highest success : he less 
solicited popularity than was carried on its shoulders 
up to fame and fortune. The Dean of St. Asaph's 
case, the trials of Keppel, Hardy, and a succession 
of others, made him the idol at once of the people 
and the bar. By the power given to genius alone, of 
impressing its own immortality on all that it touches, 
he turned the dry details of law into great intel- 
lectual and histonc records, exalted the conceroa of 
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{Mcivate indhriduals into monamentsof natioml fiee- 
dom, and raised on common and temporaiy topics* 
some of the richest trophies of forensic eloquence in 
any age or nation. 

Erskine, by tha result of those extraordinary dis- 
plays, was a benefactor to the whole state — ^to the 
erown, the government, and the people. The tiroes 
were disturbed in both the earlier and later periods 
of those great orations. In the former, the peoi^e 
were agitated by fears of the crown ; in the latter, 
the crown was made jealous by fears of the people ; 
prerogative in the one instance, and revolution in the 
other, were the terrors on both sides. The success 
of Erskine's incomparable appeals to the law showed 
the people that they had a sure defence in the last 
extremity, and thus quieted their alarms. His effect 
on the comm<Mi sense of the people gradually quieted 
the alarms of the crown, which Imd been excited 
only by the dread that revolutionary principles were 
largely vitiating the national allegiance. Erskine 
proved that those principles were but on the surface, 
that th^depths of the soil were of the same ancient 
and generous mould; and that the worst evil of the 
day was but the mixture of a few weeds foreign to the 
clime, and certain to be soon extinguished and over- 
grown by the native exuberance of the loyalty of 
England. 

With the commrni fate of lawyers, Erskine added 
nothing to his legal distinctions by his appearance in 
parliament. Locke, in his chapter on the association 
of ideas, speaks of a man who, having learned to 
dance in, a chamber where his trunk lay, could never 
afterward dance where that trunk was not present 
to inspire his agility. Something of this fetter, per- 
bsLps, clings to all men long accustomed to effort, 
mental or bodily, in a peculiar place. The barrister, 
divested of the array of judge, jury, counsel, and 
constables, loses the sources of his oratory; the 
props of his invention are stricken from under him ; 
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the iBpiing-wells of his fancy are dried up ; the land* 
scape, adust as it is, on which his eye fixed with the 
delight of a life of litigation, fills that eye no more. 
He is the Arab of the desert ; his hand is against 
every man, and every man's hand against his ; but 
he must have the desert for his display : and thrown 
into the " populous ways of men," the prince of 
plunderers is strange and helpless, a fugitive or a 
mendicant. Curran, the readiest and most versatile 
of human beings, a man whom it would seem im- 
possible to embarrass by circumstances, pathetically 
declared, that " without his wig he was nothing.*' 
He said, that he felt not merely his barristerial phy- 
siognomy diminished, but his brains; he acknow- 
ledged the hand of another Delilah upon him, and 
the extinction of his faculties followed .the curled 
honours of his brow. When the Dublin banisters 
were compelled to appear without their wigs in court, 
from the chamber where they were kept being over- 
flowed by the river ; Curran, opening a cause, began* 
'* My lord, and gentlemen of the jury, the counsel for 
the plaintiff" is — what remains of me." 

But Erskine, like many characters of peculiar 
liveliness, had a morbid sensibility to the circum- 
stances of the moment, which sometimes strangely 
enfeebled his presence of mind : any appearance of 
neglect in his audience, a cough, a yawn, or a whis- 
per, even among the mixed multitude of the courts, 
and strong as he was there, has been known to dis- 
hearten him visibly. This trait was so notorious, 
that a solicitor, whose only merit was a remarkably 
vacant face, was said to be often planted opposite to 
Erskine by the adverse party, to yawn when the ad- 
vocate began. 

The cause of his first failure in the house was not 
unlike this curious mode of disconcerting an orator. 
He had been brought forward to support the falling 
fortunes of Fox, then struggling under the weighl 
of the '' coalition." The «' India Bill" had heaped 
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the king's almost open bostllity on theaeemniilation 

of pfiblic wrath and grievance which the ministera 
had with such lucldess industiy been employed 
daring the year in raising for their own ruin. Fox 
looked abroad for help; and Gordon, the member 
for Portsmouth, was displaced from his borough, and 
Erskine was brou^t into the house, with no slight 
^umphof his party, and perhaps some degree of 
anxiety on the opposite side. On the night of his 
first speech, Pitt, evidently intending to reply, sat 
with pen and paper in his hand, prepared to catch the 
arguments of this formidable adversary. He wrote 
a word or two ; Erskine proceeded ; but with every 
additional sentence Pitt's attention to the paper re- 
laxed ; his look became more careless ; and he obvi- 
ously began to think the orator less and less worthy 
of his attention. At length, while every eye in the 
hause was fixed upon him, he, with a contemptuous 
smile, dashed the pen through the paper, and flung 
them on the floor. Erskine never recovered from 
this expression of disdain ; his voice faltered, he 
struggled through the remainder of his speech, and 
sank into his seat dispirited and shorn of his fame. 

But a mind of the saliency and variety of Erskine's 
must have distinguished itself wherever it was de- 
termined on distinction ; and it is impossible to be- 
lieve, that the master of the grave, deeply-reasoned, 
and glowing eloquence of this great pleader, should 
not have been able to bring his gifts with him from 
Westminster-hall to the higher altar of parliament. 
There were times when his efforts in the house re- 
minded it of his finest effusions at the bar. But 
those were rare. He obviously felt that his place 
was not in the legislature ; that no man can wisely 
hope for more than one kind of eminence ;' and ex- 
cept upon some party emergency, he seldom spoke, 
and probably never with much expectation of public 
effect. His later years lowered his name ; by his 
retirement from active Ufe, he lost the habits forced 
I 
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upon y m by professional and public rank ; and wan- 
dered through society, to the close of his days, a 
pleasant idler ; still the gentleman and the man of 
easy wit, but leaving society to wonder what had 
become of the great orator, in what comer of the 
brain of this perpetual punster and story-teller, this 
man of careless conduct and rambling conversation, 
had shrunk the glorious faculty, that in better days 
flashed with such force and brightness ; what cloud 
had absorbed the lightnings that nad once alike pene- 
trated and illumined the heart of the British nation. 
Erskine's well-known habit of talking of himself, 
often brought the jest of the table against him. He 
was once panegjrrizing his own humanity : " There," 
said he, ^' for instance is my dog ; I wish it to be 
happy in this life, I wish it to be happy in the other. 
Like the Indian, I wish that wherever I may go my 
faithful dog shall bear me company." "And a con- 
foundedly unlucky dog he would be," murmured Jekyll. 

All the London world was amused by Mingay's 
retort on Erskine, in one of those fits of laudation. 
The trial was on some trivial question of a patent 
for a shoe-buckle. Erskine held up the buckle to 
the jury, and harangued on " the extraordinary in- 
genuity of an invention which would have astonished 
and delighted past ages. How would my ancestors," 
said he, " have looked upon this specimen of dexte- 
rity !" Prom this point he started into a panegyric 
on his forefathers. Mingay was counsel for the op- 
posite side ; and concluded his speech with, — ^'* Gen- 
tlemen, you have heard a good deal to-day of my 
learned friend's ancestors, And of their probable 
astonishment at his shoe-buckle. But, gentlemen, I 
can assure you their astonishment would have been 
quite as great at his shoes and stockings*^ 

The conversation at the Pavilion once turned on 
the choice of {vofessioos. After a number of opi« 
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nions in f avoor of the chorch, the army, and die other 
leading purauits, Erskine pronounced for the bar, as 
'^conducting to surer public distinctions than any 
other ;'' rather loftily adding, that '* it was fitter for 
combining with noble blood than any of them, the 
anny excepted." The allusion was obvious ; and 
Curran, on being asked his sentiments, said, '* that he 
bad not the same reasons for cherishing the bar : he 
had brought to it no hereditary honours to foster; he 
had no infusion of noble blood to pour into it ; but 
he believed as much money, and as much vexation, 
could be earned at it as in any other profession.— 
For one thing, however," he gracefully added, " I must 
feel indebted to the bar, and that is, its having raised 
me from an humble origin into the society of persons 
of the highest merit, and introduced the son of a 
peasant to the friendship of his prince." 

Curran and Erskine had frequent opportunities of 
meeting, and must have looked on each other's 
powers with respect. But this foible of the English 
barrister sometimes shook the Mshman's philosofriby. 
Grattan's name was mentioned; and Erskine casu- 
ally asked what " he said of himself." *' Said of 
himself!" was Curran's astonished interjection; — 
" nothing. Grattan speak of himself! Why, sir, 
Henry Grattan is a great man ; sir, the torture could 
not wring a syllable of self-praise from Grattan, — 
a team of six horses could not drag an opinion of 
himself out of him. Like all great men, he knows 
the strength of his reputation, and will never con- 
descend to proclaim its march like the trumpeter of 
a puppet-show. — Sir, he stands on a national altar, 
and it is the business of us inferior men to keep up 
the fire and the incense. You will never see Grattan 
stooping to do either the one or the other." 

This sally may have been stimulated in some de- 
gree by one of those fits of irritability to which 
Curiun was liable ; but ^o man could be more en^ 
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titled to the praise than the speaker himself. Of 
course, every man of vigorous faculties knows his 
own powers, and knows them better than the world 
can. But no popular applause, and he was its idol, — 
no homage of his profession, and he was the ac- 
knowled^d meteor of the Irish bar, — and no admi- 
ration of private society, and he was the delight of 
the table, — could ever betray Curran into self-praise. 

It must be supposed, that when he was thus scru- 
pulous in his own instance, he demanded no less re- 
serve from others. When Lord Byron rose into 
fame, Ciuran constantly objected to his talking of 
himself, as the great drawback on his poetry. 

" Any subject," said he, ** but that etemad one of 
self. I am weary of knowing once a month the 
state of any man's hopes or fears, rights or wrongs. 
I should as soon read a regrister of the weather, the 
barometer up so many inches to-day and down so 
many inches to-morrow. I feel skepticism all over 
me at the sight of agonies on paper, things that 
come as regular and as notorious as the full of the 
moon. The truth is, his lordship weeps for the press f 
and wipes his eyes with the public.** 

Curran, even when he found all the objects of his 
ambition broken up, and himself fixed in an unsuit- 
able and uncongenial office, while his whole party 
were enjoying the rewards of political success, — fixed, 
as he characteristically said, " in a garret- window to 
see the processiog go by below," — ^rather laughed 
at his mischance, than contrasted it with his ability. 
His services were matter of public record, and to 
those he appealed boldly : but his talents he left to 
be judged of by liis countrymen, and to be replaced, 
if they could, by the ablest of a party which had 
betrayed and defrauded the most brilliant mind of 
Ireland. 

An occasional guest, and a sufficiently suigular 
one, was the In£ Franciscan Arthur O'Leary; a 
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man of strong faculties and considerable knowledge. 
His first celebrity was as a pamphleteer, in a long 
battle with Woodward, the able bishop of Cloyne, in 
Ireland, on questions of the establishment ; in which 
he generally contrived to have what a Frenchman 
woidd reckon as victory, les rieurs de son cM. — One 
of his retorts to the bishop's arguments against pur- 
gatory, was a recommendation, that ^ his lordship 
would be content to stop there; for he might gojwr^ 
ther andjare worseJ** 

O'Leary abounded in Irish anecdote, and was a 
master of pleasant humour, rude enough, but novel 
and characteristic. His chief claim, however, was, 
that he was no unskilful medium of intercourse 
between his church and the whigs ; and contributed 
in no slight degree to the popularity of the prince in 
Ireland. 

Ourran professed, that he kept up his acquaint* 
ance with O'Leary, in the hope that, as St. Frsuicis 
occasionally holds the keys of paradise, he might let 
him in. " Better for you," was the reply, " that he 
i^ould keep the keys of the other place, that he 
might let you out." 

An officer of remarkable stature was complaining 
at the prince's table of the neglect of some memo- 
rial at the Horse Guards. O'Leary consoled him by 
observing, that *^ no gentleman stood higher in the 
opinion of his friends, and no man could look down 
<Hi him, at the Horse Guards or elsewhere." 

Sheridan said, that he considered claret the true 
parliamentary wine for the peerage; "for it might 
make a man sleepy or sick, but it never warmed his 
heart or stirred up his brains. Port, generous port, 
was for the commons ; it was for the business of 
life, it quickened the circulation and the fancy 
together. For his part, he never felt that he spoke 
I d 
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as he liked, until after a eonple of bottles." O'Leaiy 
observed, that ^this was;like a porter; he could 
never go steady without a load on his head." 

Another Irishman, introduced at this period to the 
prince, was a memorable instance of the power of 
accident. This was O'Beirne, afterward bishop of 
Meath, in Ireland. He had been educated at St. 
Omer*s for the Roman Catholic priesthood. Re- 
turning to his coUege from a visit to his friends in 
Ireland, he happened to stop at the inn of some 
English village, so humble, that its whole stock of 
provisions was but one shoulder of mutton ; which 
he immediately ordered for dinner. While it was 
preparing, a post-chaise with two gentlemen stopped 
to change horses ; the roasting shoulder of mutton 
attracted their appetites ; they had travelled some 
distance, were weary, and they agreed that the next 
half-hour could not be better spent than in dining on 
what they could get. 

But a new difficulty arose, on their being told, that 
the only dinner in the house belonged to a *' young 
Irish gentleman above-stairs." The travellers were 
at first perplexed; but after a little consultation, 
agreed with the landlady's idea, that the shoulder 
should be theirs ; but that, to save the credit of her 
house, the young Irishman should be invited to partake 
of it. She was despatched as ambassadress ; but 
returned, after an ineffectual attempt at persuasion, 
announcing that '* the young gentleman was not to 
be softened ; but on the contrary, protested that no 
two travellers, nor any ten on earth, should deprive 
him of his dinner." This menacing message, how- 
ever, was followed by the appearance of O'Beirne 
himself, good-humouredly saying, that though he 
could not relinquish the shoulder of mutton to any- 
body, yet " if they would partake of it Vith him, he 
would be happy to have their company at dinner." 

The proposal was pleasantly made and pleasantly 
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accepted. The party eat down ; the bottle went 
round ; none of the three was deficient in topics ; 
and before the evening closed, the trarellers were 
sp much struck with the appearance and manners 
of their entertainer, then a very handsome young 
man, and always a very quick, anecdotical, and intel- 
ligent one, that they asked him, '* What he meant to 
do with himself in the world !'* His destination 
for the Irish priesthood was immediately set down 
as altogether inferior to the prospects which might 
lie before his abilities in English life. On parting, 
the travellers gave him their cards, and desired him 
to call on them on his arrival in London. We may 
judge of his surprise, when he found that his guests 
were no less personages than Charles Fox and the 
Duke of Portland 1 

Such an invitation was not likely to be declined. 
His two distinguished friends kept their promise 
honourably; and in a short period O'Beime enjoyed 
all the advantages of the first society of the empire. 
What his graceful appearance and msomers gained 
in the first instance, was kept by his literary acquire- 
ments and the usefulness of his services. He was 
for a considerable period on a confidential footing 
in the Duke of Portland's househidd, and much em- 
ployed in the party negotiations of the time. Among 
his lighter labours were two dramas, from the 
Fiene]^ which he assisted the Dutchess of Devon- 
shire in translating and adapting for the stage; and 
of whose failure, for they seem to have been blown 
away by a tornado of criticism, the assistant gal- 
lantly bore the blame. But O'Beime had now 
securely fastened himself on prosperity, and** nei- 
ther domestic treason nor foreign levy," neither the 
check of a negotiation nor the overthrow of a drama, 
could uproot him. On Howe's conciliatory mission 
to America, O'Beime was sent with him as diaplam, 
and in some measure as secretary. The mission 
was flung into mtter scorn by- the Americans, as 
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every one predicted that it would be; but the chap- 
lain preached a famous sermon at New- York, and 
brought home the only laurels of the ^abassy. 

On Lord Fitzwilliam's fatal appointment to the 
viceroyalty of Ireland, O'Beime accompanied him as 
chaplain and private secretary, and with the usual 
promise of the first diocess. The viceroyalty lasted 
but six months; yet six months which were long 
enough to lay the foundations of the rebellion. The 
alternate feebleness and violence of this brief go- 
vernment, of whose results the noble viceroy was pro- 
bably as unconscious as the babe unborn, made the 
change one of imperioiHi necessity. Yet O'Beime 
escaped from the Wreck ; floated where all was going 
down round him; and had scarcely reappeared in 
London, when he was raised to the peera&^e, and the 
opulent iHshopric of Meath, valued at 800o7. a^year. 

Whether this accession of rank and wealth added 
equally to his happiness, is a graver question. It 
may well be presumed that they were not gained 
without envy, nor, at such a time, held without at* 
tack. His change of religion, though at an early pe« 
riod of life, and on conviction, was not forgotten by 
his fellow-students at St. Omer's, who were now 
scattered through Ireland as priests. His pohtical 
connexions were at an end ; their debt had been paid ; 
and except a solitary letter from the Duke of Port- 
land, his English intercourse was closed. The party 
fiercenesses of Ireland are always bitter in the degree 
of their unimportance; their patriotism tears the 
country with the passion and the impotence of chil- 
dren. And to this worthless and nameless strife was 
a man relegated, who had spent the flower of his 
days in the first society of England, amimg women, 
the '^cynosures'* of elegance and fashion ; in constant 
intercourse with men of first-rate ability and national 
influence ; and in the centre and living glare of those 
great transactions which moved all Europe, and 
VKJ^ich will sliape its history for ages to come« 
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The restlessness natural to such a life, mher than 
the necessity for reform, urged him to a hasty re- 
form in his diocess. But there is no operation more 
delicate, under any circumstances ; and no reliance 
on the value of his intentions could shield their prac- 
tice from long* and bitter animadversion. He died a 
few 3^ar8 ago; after a career which might have 
made an instructive and curious biography, and no 
bad manual of ** the art of rising in the world.** 

Those statements are ^ven from public rumour ; 
but the fact that O'Beime was the extinguisher of the 
** commercial propositions," so well known in the 
history of the Irish legislature, in 1785, rests on 
higher authority. — ^Ministers, for the purpose of equal- 
izing the system of trade, and diminishing the re- 
strictions on the commerce between England and Ire- 
land had transmitted a series of resolutions to the 
Irish viceroy, the Did^e of Rutland; whose chief se- 
cretary, Mr. Orde, was the instrument of bringing 
them forward in the house. The measures were ad- 
vantageous ; for, in Grattan*s language, who favoured 
them on their introduction, " They put an end to 
debt, they established Irish economy, and they made 
the British minister a guarantee to the integrity of 
the house of commons and the economy of the 
Irish govemmemt." The address was carried unani- 
mously. 

O'Beime was at that period occupied in writing 
on commercial subjects ; and a pampldet, in which he 
examined the ^ propositions," threw so strong a light 
on their disadvantages to the trade of some of the 
outports, that ministers began to be startled at their 
own measure. The propositions were accordingly 
returned to Ireland mod'^fied. But the Irish oppo. 
nents of government had now found a theme, and 
they made unsparing use of it. Flood, a man of 
great natural powers, highly cultivated, and who 
^ wielded the fierce democracy without a rival," until 
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the spirit of Mammon came over him, and in an un- 
deserved pension he buried his fame and his facul- 
ties together, was vehement in his reprobation of 
the measure. He charged it with overthrowing the 
independence of Ireland. " The British parliament 
has declared," said he, **that the laws of British 
commerce shall be adopted in Ireland. There is but 
one thing more for the British parliament to declare, 
— that there shall be a slave-trade in Ireland! The 
freedom of our constitution is necessary to support 
the freedom of our trade. But if a parliament 
could be so pr^igate^ so base as to attempt that 
liberty — (here Pitzgibbon, afterward Lord Clare, the 
chief organ of the Irish government, contemptuously 
cheered.) " I ask yot*," exclaimed Flood, raising his 
tone, ** may it not be attempted ? ^ But my voice shall 
be heard at the extremities of 'the land. My head 
and my heart are independent. My fortune is inde- 
pendent of prince or people. I am content to be a 
fellow..subject with my countrymen ; but I will not 
be their fellow-slave. That man shcdl not descend to 
the grave in peace who would destroy the freedom of 
my country." 

The menace was characteristic, and perfectly in- 
telligible ; but nothing could fall hghter on Fitzgib- 
bon, who was as fearless in the field as he was hau^ty 
in the cabinet, insolent in the house, and tyrannical 
every where else ; and who, being a good swords- 
man and a capital shot, was in all points a first-rate 
Irish attorney-general. 

But if Flood lashed the ccmtrivers of the measure, 
Grattan thundered and lightened on the measure 
itself. ** Contemplate for a moment," exclaimed this 
nervous orator, " the powers this biU presumes to 
perpetuate ;-T-a perpetual repeal of trial by jury ; a 
perpetual repeal of the great charter ; a peipetual 
writ of assistance ; a perpetual felony to strike an 
exciseman. 

^'The late Chief-Baroa ^urgh, speaking on the 
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revenue bill, justly said, * You give to the dipi»iiig 
rule what you should deny to the sceptre.* 

• •*••• 

'^ Could the parliament of England covenant to 
subscribe your laws? Could she covenant that 
young Ireland should command, and that old Eng- 
land should obey ? If such a proposal to England 
were treachery, in Ireland it cannot be constitution. 
I rest on the authority on which the revolution rests. 
Locke says, in lus chapter on the Abolition of Go- 
venmient, that * The transfer of legislative power is 
the abolition of the state, not a transfer.* 

^ Thus I congratulate this house and myself, that 
it is one of the blessings of the British constitution, 
that it cannot perish of rapid mortality,-~not die in 
a day, like the men who should protect her. Any 
act which would destroy the liberty of the people is 
dead-bom from the womb. Men may put down the 
pubhc cause for a season ; but another year wiU see 
the good institution of parhament shs&ing off the 
tomb, to reascend in all its pomp and plenitude.'* 

Grattan then turned to the prohibitions, and smote 
them in a memorable passage. — ^*See now, what 
you obtain by compensation. A covenant not to 
trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope or the Straits 
of Magellan ! This is not a surrender of the politi- 
cal rights of the constitution, but of the natural 
rights of man,— not of the privileges of parlia- 
ment, but of the rights of nations : not to sail beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope or the Straits of Magellan, 
an awful interdict ! Not only European settlements, 
but neutral countries excluded ; and God*s providence 
shut out in "the most opulent boundaries of creation ! 
Other interdicts go to particular places, for local rea- 
sons, because they belong to certain European 
states; but here are neutral regions forbidden, and a 
path prescribed to the Irishman in the open sea. 
Other interdicts go to a determinate period of time ; 
but here is an. eternity of restraint ! You are to have 
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no trade at all duriog the existence of any eorapany ; 
and no free trade to those countries after its expira- 
tion. This resembles rather a judgment of God than 
9n ad of the legukUmie, whether you measure it by 
immensity of space or infinity of duration, and has 
nothing human ahovi it hut its presumption*" 

It has been the habit of late years to scc^ at Irish 
eloquence ; but l^t the scoffers produce among them- 
selves the equal of this passage* or of a thousand 
others that still live in the records of the fallen par- 
liament of Ireland. The meager and affected style 
which has at length so universally pervaded the de- 
partments of public speaking — ^parliament, bar, and 
pulpit — shrinks with natural jealousy from the mag- 
nificence and native power of this great faculty of 
appeal to the understandings of all men alike ; whose 
excellence was, that, at once enriched and invigo- 
rated by the noblest imagination, it awoke the reason 
not less than the feelings ; and even in its most fan^ 
tastic decoration, lost nothing of its original strength. 
It was ornamented ; but its force was no more sacri- 
ficed to its ornament, than the solid steel of the 
Greek helmet to its plumage and sculptures. Grat- 
tan and Curran in Ireland, Sheridan and Burke 
in this country, were among the most logical of 
speakers; their finest illustrations were oi&ymore 
powerful arguments. The gold and jewels of that 
sceptre which they waved over the legislature with 
such undisputed supremacy, only increased the 
weight and substantisd value of the emblem. 

The obncKsiottS resolutions were withdrawn, and 
the house was in an uproar of applause. Curran 
finisdied a speech, full of every attribute of oratory, 
with a fine peroration. 

" The bill is at an end. The cloud that had been col- 
lecting so long, and threatening to break in tempest 
and ruin on our heads, has passed harmlessly away. 
The siege that was drawn round the constitution 
is raised, and the enemy are gone : Juvat ire et Do» 



tm.] m nt«oM*« tmam. IM 



rica cattra. We may now so abroad willio«l fear, 
and trace the dangers from which we have escaped* 
Here was drawn the line of cireumvallation that cnt 
us off for ever from the eastern woiid, and there the 
corresponding one that enclosed us from the west.** 
The orator now adverted to the principal members 
who had contributed to the defeat of the measure, 
in a few words, which, from their locality^ produced 
an electric effect on the whole eager assemblage. 

"Here,** said he, pointing to Mr. Ckmolly, a corni- 
try gentleman of great pubBc influence, and brothev- 
iii-law to the Duke of Lemster, "Here stood the trusty 
mariner on his old station, the mast-head, and gave 
the signal. Here stood Mr. Flood, tire collected 
wisdom of the state, e}q[>laining your wesdmess and 
your strength, detecting every ambuscade, and point- 
mg to the masked battery that was brought to bear 
on the shrine of freedom ; and here, Mr. Orattan was 
exerting an eloquence almost more thsm human ; in- 
spiring, forming, directing, anhnating to the great 
jHirposes of your salvation." 

The introduction of a doubt of the legislative inde- 
pendence of Ireland into one of the resolutions, had 
produced the result of overthrowing the whole. 
Whether this were accident, or (as is more probable) 
cabinet dexterity, the purpose of tlft English govern- 
ment was answered. It was even more than an- 
swered ; for the withdrawal of the resolutions raised 
the popularity of the minister in Ireland. Thus the 
jparliament exulted in the Hibernian triumph of gam- 
tng a loss; and the English administration were 
relieved from the burden of a measure which might 
have deeply shaken their popularity at home. But 
the inspirer of this piece of unwilling wisdom was 
O'Beirne. 

There was still a little appendix to the debate ; 
for Fitzgibbon having said, with his usual inso- 
lence, " that if Ireland sought to quarrel with Great 
Britain, she was a besotted nation ; and that Great 
K 
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Britain was not easily roused nor easily appeased :" 
adding the still more offensive remark, ** that Ireland 
was ead^ roused, and easily appealed ;'*'* this extra* 
official taunt raised a storm of indignation. The 
whole opposition demanded an apology ; which was 
tardily made by Fitzgibbon^s proud heart, in the 
shape of an explanatum* But Ourran was not to 
be so pacified. He had been bruised by the attor- 
ney-general's official superiority in the courts, and he 
took a fierce delight in inflicting vengeance on him 
where his precedency went for nothing. He now 
pounced upon the oppressor, tore his character in 
pieces, and declared that — ^"'the libel which he had 
so contumeliously ventured to fix on Ireland, was in 
his own person a truth ; that he was easily roused and 
easily pui down.^^ The result was a duel ; in which 
the parties fired without effect. But the hatred did 
not pass away with the rencounter. Fitzgibbon, on 
leaving the ground, said, with unchivalric bitterness^ 
" Wel^Mr. Curran, you have escaped for this time." 
Curran retorted with severer pungency — " If I did, 
it was no fault of yours, sir; you took aim enough,'*^ 

The hostility continued through life, in the house 
and out of the house. Fitzgibbon rose to the summit 
of his profession, and was, in a few years after, 
Lord Chancellor. But he. had not the magnanimity 
to forget in the chancellor what he had sufiered in 
the lower grades of office. The " king did not for- 
give the injuries of the Duke of Orleans ;" power 
seemed only to reinforce his hostility ; and Curran 
constantly charged him with labouring to crush, by 
the weight of the bench, the antagonist whom he 
could not overcome by his talents. But never man 
less consulted his own ease, than the chancellor by 
this perversion of authority. His adversary was not 
to b. extinguished ; the contest only roused him iuto 
the keener exertion of his great abilities. On aU 
occasions Curran smote or stung him; and the 
whole aimals of vindictive oratory probably con- 
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tain nothing more excoriating, moie ntteriy tear- 
ing off the skin, and steeping the nak^d nerre in 
poison, than Curran's celebrated invective on Lord 
Clare, in his speech before the privy council of 
Ireland. 

The prince was fond of manly sports ; and cricket 
was often played in the lawn before the Pavilion, and 
Ae dinner which followed was served in a markee. 
On one of those occasions, the Duke of York and 
Sheridan feU into dispute on some point of the eame. 
The day was ^ a burning day in the month of Sep- 
tember,^' the wine had gone round rapidly, and the 
disputants, who had heated themselves with play, and 
were both at all times easily affected by wine, began 

to attract the notice of the tabler Sheridan at length 

angrily told the duke, ^ that he was not be talked out 
of his opinion there or any where else, and that at play 
all men were on a par.** The blood of the Bruns- 
wicks flamed, and the duke was evidently about to 
make some peculiarly indignant reply; when the 
prince stood up, and addressed them both. 

The narrator of the circumstance, a person of rank, 
who was present, himself one of the most attractive 

Eublic speakers of the day, has often declared, that 
e never, on any occasion, saw an individual sud- 
denly called on acquit himself with more ability. 
The speech was of some length, ten or fifteen 
minutes ; it was alternately playful and grave, ex>- 
pressed with perfect self-possession, and touching on 
the occurrences of tlie game, the characters of both 
disputants, and the conversation at the table, with 
the happiest delicacy and dexterity. The prince 
made a laughing apology for Sheridan's unlucky 
use of the phrase, " on a par," by bidding his bro- 
ther remember, that the impressions of school were 
not easily effaced, that Dr. Parr had tis/^icfecf learn- 
ing upon Sheridan, and that, like the lover in the 
*^ Wonder," whp mixes his mistress's name 'with 
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eveiy thingi and calls to his valet, '' roast me tkese 
Yiolantes f the name of Parr was uppermost in She- 
ridaa's sleep: he then ran into a succession of sport- 
ive quotations of the word par, in the style of—" iiu- 
dereparimpar, equitare in arundine longd ;^ imtil the 
speech was concluded in general gayety, and the dis- 
pute was thought of no more. 

Biography has, at leasl^ not flattered Sheridan^ 
Some of the writers of his life have evidently thought^ 
^e more libel the more truth; and even his ablest 
biographer has su£fered the cl<nids on Sheridan's 
moral cluuracter to spread to his intellectual. 

But where^ in the whole compass of literature, 
shall we look for wit equal, not merely to what 
might be collected frcnn the mass of Sheridan's dra- 
matic efforts, but to that of any one of them. Con- 
greve is the only dramatist who approaches him in 
variousness and grace of dialogue. But in wit, in 
the power of condensing and refining language untfl 
itsparUes, those alone who read Oongreve with a 
view to the comparison can conceive his inferiority. 
There is, probably, more of the essence of wit in a 
single scene of the ^ School for Scandal" than in 
all that Congreve ever wrote. The facility and 
playfidness" of Vaiibrugh's dialogue were often 
praised by Sheridan, as a model for the stage. But 
Vanbnigh is content with humour, seldom aims at 
wit, and still seldomer reaches his aim. If we are 
to be told that Sheridan often covered the margin of 
his paper with facetiae, reserved to be used on fur- 
ther occasion ; what is this, more than the evidence 
that his fancy teemed faster than he required its off- 
spring, that his vein was redundant, and that he de- 
posited on the marginof his manuscript the thoughts 
which he could not crowd into his already crowded 
dialogue 1 The true test of the rarity and vigour 
of his talent is, how much has it done — ^how immea^ 
siurably has it distajiced all rivalship in its time-* 
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how dim is the prospect of a successor ; and with 
what native and perpetual enjoyment, the public, 
after the lapse of half a century, still look upon 
the polished and attic structure of the ** School for 
Scandal." 

Unhappily, this opinion must be limited to its wit. 
The mor J, the characters, and the plot belonged 
to a state of public manners which no man of deco- 
rous feelings can desire to see revived. Sheridan^s 
life furnished only one more of the melancholy 
instances of talent rendered useless, and great op- 
portunities ttmied into shame and suffering, by the 
vrant of qualities, higher than wit, and crowning the 
head of man with honours more enduring than the 
wreaths of genius. But let justice be done; let 
- him have upon his tomb the prize for which he toiled, 
and for which, neither living nor dead, has he found 
a competitrr. 

But it will be fully allowed, that Sheridan, of whom 
it was said that "he never Kept a receipt nor a key," 
was as careless in the abandonment or the appropria- 
tion of wit, as of money. His seizure of the quaint 
expression of Sir Philip Francis on the unlucky 
peace of Amiens, — ^ This is a peace which every 
one will be pleased with, but no one will be proud 
of," — ^is well known ; though perhaps the winding up 
of the anecdote is not equally public. — Sir Philip, on 
learning Sheridan's use of his apothegm, looked 
upon himself as not a little injured, and said, ** Ay, 
that is the way with the whigs ; those fellows mck 
me." Sheridan's reported answer was, " You may 
tell Sir Philip that I, for one, am weaned long ago ; 
but I think he would make an excellent dry-nurse,^ 
Sheridan's ruin was ambition ; and the ruin began 
at his first step into life. He launched into an expen- 
diture beyond his means ; coped with men of ten 
times his fortune, for the first year ; and before it was 
over, was in debt for the rest of his days. His care** 
lessness was systematic ; for he openly professedi 
• K8 
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as Ihs maxiHi» that ^ debt, thouglL an mconveni^M}e« 
was no disgrace." The next rock on which hicf 
fatal ambition drove him was parliament. By 
attempting to combine tiie two characters of stage 
proprietor and statesman, he lost the advantages of 
both ; the emoluments of the stage vanished from 
the touch of a man whose soul was in the struggles 
of party ; wfiile the substantial honours of public 
life were hopeless to one hourly perplexed by the 
task of stage management, and perpetually driven to 
extremit3r by the shattered finances of his theatre. 
By adopting the firm resolution to abandon either 
career, he might have made himself opulent and 
eminent in the other : for such were the superabun- 
dant powers of his mind, that nothing but a steady 
determination was wanting, to have given him emi- 
nence in any pursuit within the reach of genius. 

Yet few men could plead such excuses for parlia- 
mentary ambition. (K rU the great speakers of a 
day fertile in oratory, Sheridan had the most con- 
spicuous natural gifts. His figure, at his first intro- 
duction into the house, was manly and striking; his 
countenance singulariy oppressive, when excited by 
debate ; his eye large, black, and intellectual ; and 
his voice oae of the richest, most flexible, and most 
sonorous, that ever came from human lips. Pitt's 
was powerful, but monotcmous; and its measured 
tone often wearied the ear. Fox's was all confusion 
in the commencement of his speech ; and it required 
some tension of ear throughout to catch his words. 
Burke's was loud and bol<£ but unmusical ; and his 
contempt for order in his sentences, and the abrupt- 
ness of his grand and swelling conceptions, that 
seemed to roll through his mind like billows before 
a gale, often made the defects of his delivery more 
striking. But Sheridan, in manner, gesture, and 
voice, nad every quality that could give effect to 
eloquence. 

Pitt and Fox were listened to with profound re- 
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8pect» and in silence, broken only \3f ooeasional 
' eneers ; but from the moment of Siendan^s rising, 
tiiere was an expectation of plaasuret which to his 
last days was seldom disa{^inted« A low murmur 
of eagerness ran romid the house ; ev&y word was 
watcl^d for, and his first plaasaotry set the whole 
assemblage on a roar. Sheridan was aware of this ; 
and has been heard to say, " that if a jester would 
never be an orator, yet no speaker could expect to 
be popular in ^fmhouse^ without a jest; and that 
he always made the eiq)eriment, good or bad ; as a 
laugh gave him the coimtry gentlemen to a man.'* 

It is a remarkable instance of the advantages of 
time and place to an orator, that his speec^s on 
Hastings's trial, which were once the wonder of the 
nation, and which Pitt, Fox, and Burke loaded with 
emulous panegyric, are now scarcely reckoned among 
his fortunate efforts. With the largest allowance for 
party or policy, it is impossible to doubt that the. 
utterers of the panegyric were to a great extent sin- 
cere ; or that the nation at large hailed those 
speeches as the most consummate work, the twelfth 
labour, of modem eloquence. Yet Sheridan's total 
carelessness, if not cautious suppression, of them, 
shows that his sagacity was perfectly awake to their 
true value; and the remnants which have come 
down to us appear memorable for nothing but their 
success in bewildering the senatorial understanding, 
and deluding the national sense of justice. 

But in the house he was always formidable ; and 
though Pitt's moral or physical courage never shrank 
from maif, yet Sheridan was the antagonist with 
whom he evidently least desired to come into colli- 
sion, and with whom the collision, when it did occur, 
was of the most fretful nature.. Pitt's sarcasm on 
him as a theatrical manager, and Sheridan's severe 
yet fully justified retort, are too well known to be 
now repeated ; butthere were a thousand instances 
of that " keen encounter of their wits," in which 
person was more involved than party. 
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" I leave," said Pitt, at the conclusion of an attack 
of this kind; "I leave the honourable gentleman 
what he likes so well, the woman's privilege — ^the 
last word." Sheridan started up : "I am perfectly 
sensible," said he, "of the favour which the right 
honourable gentleman means, in offering mo a privi- 
lege so pecuharly adapted to himself ; but I must beg 
leave to decline the gift. I have no wish for the last 
word: I am content with having the last argumerU,^^ 

But he sometimes aimed a more sweeping blow, 
and assailed the minister with his whole power.. In 
a speech on the suspension of the habeas corpus act, 
in the disturbances of 1795, after detailing the 
sources of the popular irritability, he drew Pitt's por- 
trait to his face; of course, in the overcharged co- 
lours of a political enemy, but with great keenness 
and dexterity of exaggeration. 

" I can suppose the case," said he, " of a haughty 
and stiff-necked minister, who never mixed in a po- 
pular assembly, and who had therefore no common 
feeling with the people, no knowledge of the mode 
in which their intercourse is conducted ; who was 
not a month in the ranks of this house before he was 
raised to the first situation ; and though on a footing 
with any other member, was elevated with the idea 
of a fancied superiority. Such a minister can have 
no communication with the people of England but 
through the medium of spies and informers ; he is 
unacquainted with the mode in which their senti- 
ments are expressed; he cannot make allowance for 
the language of toasts and resolutions adopted in 
the convivial hour. Such a minister, if he lose 
their confidence will bribe tlieir hate ; if he disgust 
them by arbitrary measures, he will not leave them 
till they are completely bound and shackled ; above 
all, he will gratify the vindictive spirit of apostacy, 
by prosecuting all who dare to espouse the cause 
which he has betrayed ; and he will not desist, tiU 
he has buried in one grave, the peace, the glory, and 
the independence of England," 
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Bui the effect ckf those vehement appeals was sin- 

grularly heightened by the orator's facility of turning 
at once from ^e severe to the ludicrous, and by the 
flashings of his wit giving force and distinctness to 
his deepest-toned pictures of national calamity. In 
allusion to the state trials of 1794, he contemptuously 
said, ^*' that he never pretended to preternatural va- 
lour, and that, having bat one neck to lose, he ^ould 
be as sorry to find his undergoing the operation of 
the lamp-post, as any honourable gentleman in that 
house ; but that he must confess he felt himself con- 
siderably cheered by the discovery that the danger 
existed all withm the vision of the treasury bench* 
He could not help thinking, with the chief-justice, 
that it was much in favour of the accused, that they 
had neither mm, money ^ nor zealJ^ 

He then ridiculed the fears of government. "I 
own," said he, 'Mhat there was something in the 
case, quite enough to disturb the virtuous sensibilities 
and loyal terrors of the right honourable gentleman. 
But so hardened is this side of the house, that our 
fears did not much disturb us. On the first trial om 
pike was produced. That was, however, withdrawn. 
Then a terrific instrument was talked of, for the an« 
nihilation of his majesty's cavalry ; it appeared, upon 
evidence, to be a tetotvm in a window in Sheffield. But 
I had forgot, there was also a camp in a back shop ; 
an arsenal provided with nine muskets; and an ex- 
chequer containing the same number of pounds, ex- 
actly nine, no, let me be accurate, it was nine pounds 
and one bad shilling* 

On the rumours of the Scottish conspiracy,— 
" There is now," exclaimed he, " but one way of wis- 
dom and loyalty, and that is panic. The man who is 
not panic-struck is to be incapable of common sense. 
My honourable friend (Windham) has acquired this 
new faculty, and has been a sage on the new plan 
above a week old. Another friend (Burke) was in- 
spired in the same fortunate maimer. He has beeu 
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SO powerfully affected, that he saw in the sky nothing 
but cloud, on the earth nothing but a bleak opposi- 
tion, where there was not a politic bush or a shrub 
to shelter lum from the coming tempest. But he 
has luckily taken refuge in the ministerial gaberdine, 
where, I hope, he may find security from the storm." 
— •* The alarm had been brought in with great pomp 
and circumstance on a Saturday morning. At night, 
the Duke of Richmond stationed himself, among 
other curiosities, at the Tower ! and a great munici- 
pal officer, the lord mayor, made a discovery in the 
cast. He had found out that there was in Comhill 
a debating society, where people went to buy treason 
at sixpence a-head: where it was retailed to them 
by inch of candle ; and five minutes, measured by 
the glass, were allowed to each traitor to perform 
his part in overturning the state. — ^In Edinburgh an 
insurrection ws^s planned ; the soldiers were to be 
corrupted ; and this turned out to be — ^by giving six- 
pence for porter. Now, what the scancity of money 
may be in that country I cannot tell, but it does not 
strike me that the system of corruption had been 
carried to any great extent. Then, numbers were 
kept in pay, they were drilled in dark rooms by a 
sergeant in a brown coat, and on a given signal they 
were to sally from the back parlour and overturn the 
constitution." 

His quotations from the classics were often happy. 
The allusion to the motto of the Sun newspaper, 
which had been commenced under ministerial patron- 
age, was universally cheered. — " There was one pa- 
per in particular, said to be the property of members 
of that house, which had for its motto a garbled pjurt 
of a beautiful sentence, when it might, with much 
more propriety, have assumed the whole : 

" Solem qnlB dicere (Usnin 
\udeat ? Ille etiam cecos instare trnnultus 
8«i)e monet, fVaodernqtie et operta tomescere belja." 
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The prince, himself remarkable for bis dexterity 

in telling a story, was fond of xoUecting instances 
of the whim and humour of the Irish peasantry. 
One of those was — the history of Morgan Prussia. 

Morgan, the gay and handsome son of a low Irish 
fanner, tired of home, went to take the chances of 
the world, and seek his fortune. By what means he 
traversed England, or made his way to France, is 
not told. But he at length crossed France also, and, 
probably without much knowledge or much care 
whether he were moving to the north or the south 
pole, found himself in the Prussian territory. This 
was in the day of the first Frederic, famous for his 
tall regiment of guards, and for nothing else ; ex- 
cept his being the most dangerous compound of fool 
and madman among the crowned heads of the Con-> 
tinent. He had but one ambition, that of inspecting 
twice a-day a regiment of a thousand grenadierts, not 
one of whom was less than six feet and a half high. 
Morgan was an Irish g^ant, and was instantly seized 
by the Prussian recruiting sergeants, who forced him 
to volunteer into the tall battalion. This turn of fate 
was totally out of the Irishman's calculation ; and 
the prospect of carrying a musket till his dying day 
on the Potsdam parade, after having made up his 
mind to live by his wits, and rove the world, more 
than once tempted him to think of leaving hi.^ mus- 
ket and his honour behind him, and fairly trying his 
chance for escape. But the attempt was always 
found impracticable; the frontier was too closely 
watched, and Morgan still marched up and down the 
Potsdam parade with a disconsolate heart; when 
one evening a Turkish recruit was brought in ; for 
Frederic looked to nothing but the thews and sinews 
of a man, and the Turk was full seven feet high. 

•* How much did his majesty give for catching that 
heathen V said Morgan to his corporal. •* Four hun- 
dred dollars," was the answer. He burst out into an 
exclamation of astonishment at this waste of royal 
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treasure upon a Tnik. «*Why, they cannot be got 
for less," replied the corporal. "What a pity my 
five brothers cannot hear of it !'' said Morgan, " I anfi 
a dwarf to any one of them, and the sound of half 
the money would bring them all over immediately." 
As the discovery of a tall recruit was the well-known 
road to favouritism, five were worth at least a pair 
' of colours to the corporal ; the conversation was im- 
mediately carried to the sergeant, and from him 
tiuough the gradation of ofiicers to the colonel^ 
who took the first opportunity of mentioning it to 
the king. The colonel was instantly ordered to 
question Morgan. But he at once had lost all me- 
mory on the subject. — ^** He had no brothers ; he had 
made the regiment his father and mother and rela- 
tions, and there he hoped to live and die." But he 
was urged still more strongly, and at length con- 
fessed, that he had brothers, even above the regi- 
mental standard, but that "nothing on earth could 
stir them from their spades." 

After some time, the king inquired for the five re- 
cruits, and was indignant when he was told of the 
impossibility of enlisting them. " Send the fellow 
himself," he exclaimed, "and let him bring them 
back." The order was given, but Morgan was 
" broken hearted at the idea of so long an absence 
from the regiment." He applied to the colonel to 
have the order revoked, or at least given to some one 
else. But this was out of the question, for Frede- 
ric's word was always irrevocable ; and Morgan, with 
a disconsolate face, prepared to set out upon his mis- 
sion. But a new difficulty struck him. " How was 
he to make his brothers come, unless he showed 
them the recruiting money 1" This objection was at 
last obviated by the advance of a sum equal to about 
three hundred pounds sterling, as a first instalment 
for the purchase of his family. Like a loyal giena- 
dicr, the Irishman was now ready to attempt anything 
for his colonel or his king, and Morgan began his 
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journey. But, as he was stepping out of ^ nUes 
of Potsdam, another difficulty occurred; am he 
fetumed to tell the colonel, that of aU people exist- 
ing, the Irish were the most apt to doubt a trareUei^ 
story, they being in the habit of a good deal of exeru 
eise in that style themselves'; and that, when he 
should go back to his own country and tcU them of 
the capital treatment and sure promotion that a soldier 
fiiet with in the guards, the probability was, that they 
would laugh in his face. As to the money, **tlRfe 
Were some who would not scruple to say that lie stole 
it, or tricked some one out of it. But, undoubtedly, 
when they saw him walkin? back only as a common 
soldier, he was^ sure that they would not belieye a 
syllable, let him say what he would, about nsing in 
the service." 

The* objection was intelligible enough, and the 
colonel represented it to Fiiederic, who, doubly 
outrageous at the delay, swore a grenadier oath, 
ordered Morgan to be made a sous ^eier., or upper 
sergeant, and, with a sword and qmulette, sent him 
instantly across the Rhine to convince his five bro* 
thers of the rapidity of Prussian promotion. Mor- 
gan ilew to his home in the County Carlow, de- 
iighted the firesides for many a mile round with 
his having outwitted a king and a whole battidioa 
of grenadiers, laid oot his recruiting mcmey on land, 
and became a man of estate at tl^ expense of the 
Prussian treasury. 

One ceremony remains to be recorded. Once a 
year, on the anniversagry of the day in which he left 
Potsdam and its giants behind, he climbed a hill 
within a short cKstance of his house, turned him* 
self in the direction of Prussia, and, with the 
most contemptuous gesture which he could con*, 
trive, bade good-by to his majesty ! The rww was 
long a great source of amusement, and its hero, like 
odier heroes, bore through life the name earned by 
Im exploit, Morgnn Prussia. 
li 
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Bmice was amoi^ the eaiM^st fnefiids of tlie 
prince ; and his admirable talents, sincere honesty, 
and inexhaustible zeal in whatever cause he under- 
took, made him one of the most valuable advocates 
and advisers that his royal highness could have 
found in the empire. No individual in the me* 
mory of the house, had risen to such sudden ftime 
as Burke ; if the difficulties of his first years are 
taken into consideration. Pitt's youth was sus- 
tained by his hereditary ranown, at a time when 
to be the son of Chatham was a passport to all 
honours. His early official rank also gave an ex- 
traordinary wdght to his authority as a speaker; 
and when the house listened at once to eloquent 
language and the sentiments of the first minister 
of the crown, the impression was complete. 

Fox had the same advantage of hereditary renown ; 
for, if Lord Holland was an inferior orator to Chat- 
ham, he still was a speaker of distinguished acute- 
ness, force, and knowledge, and the most daring and 
able antagonist of that great man which the house 
had witnessed. 

Fox, too, as the head of opposition, had a species 
of official weight, scarcely less than that of the mi- 
nister. He was the oracle of a party which might, 
withm twenty-four hours, be masters of the govern^ 
ment ; and the most common declaration from the 
lips of the leader most be received with the atten- 
tion due to the public will of the aristocracy of Eng- 
land. 

But Burke had nothirg to depend upon but him- 
self; he possessed none of the powerful levers of 
English birth and connexion, to raise him above the 
natural obstacles that in all lands obstruct the stran- 
ger. Of all helpless beings, an Irishman cast loose 
into the streets of London, at that day, was the most 
helpless. TTie Scotchman clung to some lucky emi- 
grant from the north colonized in the fat fertility of 
London ; or found protection in his national name. 



and patiently worked his passage to fortune. But 
the Irishman landed in the metropolis^ as if he landed 
on the shores of Africa ; he was on terra ftrma^ 
but no more — the earth produced no fruits to him; 
the landscape showed him nothing hut a desert ; and 
it was a piece of no oonmion good fortune, if his first 
fraternal embrace were not from a brotheihood of 
banditti, and his final residence were not in a dun- 
geon. 

• At this period but little intercourse std^isted be- 
tween the two countries. They talked of each other 
as if half the world lay between. To England, Ire- 
land was what Sicily was to the Greek — ^a land of 
monsters and marvels, of rebellious giants and des- 
perate hazards, that made the sleek skin of England 
quiver to its extremities. To Ireland, England was 
a place of inordinate prejudice and eternal gloom ; 
memorable only for license at home and ambition 
abroad; lavishing her vindictiveness on Ireland in 
perpetual visitations of super-subtle secretaries and 
dull viceroys ; in unintelligible acts of parliament, and 
t^xes without mercy and without end ; yet, never- 
theless, having certain paths knee-deep in gold-dust 
for the gallant adventurers who were bold enough to 
run the chance of being starved or hanged in the dis- 
covery. 

The romance on both sides has been much cocled 
by time and knowledge. England is no more the El 
Dorado, nor Ireland the Cyclops' cave : the peaceful 
annual importations of her ten thousand paupers and 
her hundred representatives, show the generosity 
with which the sister-country can part with her popu- 
lation for the sake of the empire ; and the zeal with 
which the importation of both is welcomed here 
shows that England is not to be outdone in the mag- 
nanimous virtues. 

Burke had scarcely entered the house when he 
drew all eyes upon him. He was marked out for 
#minenee, from his first speech. ^ A young Irishman 



hat just appeued here, who astmushes evcrjHbedyljjr 
bis infonnation aiid eloquencot'^ was Fitzpaliicn 
accoimt of him to his corres^ndent in Ireland. 

Parliament was Sheridan's undoing; for it excited 
his vanity, already too headstrong; prevented him 
from making any rational effort to restore his for- 
tune, already falling into decay; and hy its tempta^ 
ticNQS alike to the peculiar species of indolence and 
the peculiar species of exertion which Sheridan moat 
unwisely loved, led him from one evil to another, 
until his fate was decided. 

K To Sheridan, parliament, in its best day, was but a 
larger club, where he found a ready entertainment,* 
an easy fame, irregular hours, and a showy, amusing, 
and various society, always willing to receive his 
jest, and to repay it with applause. Thus be flut* 
tered through Ufe, as the moth round the candle, con* 
tinually wheeling closer to ruin ; until his flight was 
scorched at last, and he droj^d, like the insect, 
withered and wingless, to wnthe on the ground in 
misery for a while, and die. 

But Burke was created for parliament. His mind 
was bom with a determination to things of grandeur 
and difficulty. 

* SpamaBtennqfae darl, pecon inter inertia, Totis 
Ojptai apnun, ant Ailmm deac en d are monte iMMm.* 

Nothing in the ordinaiy professions, nothing in the 
trials or triumphs of rarivate life, could have satisfied 
the noUc hunger ana thirst of his 8{4rit of exertion* 
This quality was so predominant, that to it a laige 
proportion of his original failures, and of his unfitness 
for general public business, which chiefly belongs to 
detsul, is to be traced through life. No Hercules 
could wear the irreustible weapons anfl the lion^s 
skin with more natural supremacy; but none conld 
make more miserable woxk with the distaff. Burke's 
magnitude of grasp, and towering conception, were 
so much a part of his nature thathe could never forego 
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their ettsmaBf bowe^r unaoited to tfai oocaucMi. 
Let the object be as trivial as it might, his fiist in- 
stinct was to turn it into all shapes of lofty specular 
tion« and try how far it could be moulded and mag- 
nified into the semblance of greatness. If he had no 
large national interest to summon him, he cringed 
his tempest against a turnpike bill ; or flung away 
upon the petty quarrels and obscure peculations of the 
uad^lings of office, colours and forms that might 
have emblazoned the fall of a dynasty. 

It is only consistent with this power, that but few 
recollections of his private thoughts should remain. 
His conversation was remarkable for fluency and va- 
riety ; and Johnson's character of it must liave been 
deserved. — *^ Sir, if a stranger were to be driven with 
Mun Burke under a gateway, fiom a shower, he must 
discover him to be a great man.'' But his thoughts 
had little to do with the level of society. Where 
his treasure was, there were his watchings and his 
aspirations ; and even the fragments of ms familiar 
talk, that remain, generally bear some reference to 
the public and engrossing topics of the orator and 
the statesman. — ^Windham, always high-flown, had 
been paying some extravagant compliment to the old 
French noblesse. Burke, who, with all his abhor- 
rence of the revolution, was fidly awake to the fol- 
lies of the old regime, took his pupil to task on the 
subject. 

** Sir," said he, " you should disdain levity on such 
a theme. I well knew the unhappy condition of 
those gentlemen. They were brave, gay, and grace- 
ful; iSey had much more honour than those who 
tore them down and hunted them like wild beasts; 
and to the fuU as much virtue as those who libelled 
them most with the want of it; but, for all the true 
enjoyment of life, for every thing in the shape of 
substantial happiness, they might as well have been 
ao many galley-slaves. Shut out from every natural 
•zertion, and, of course, from every natural reward* 
L3 
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of a manly understanding; ftom the profiMskmi; 
^m literaturet except as scribbleis of loye-sonffs; 
and from ambition, except as the weareia of bine 
and red ribands, and hangers-on about a court ; what 
could they enjoy ? Political distinction, the noblest 
stirrer of the mdolence of man, was closed npon 
them. They had nothing for it, but to die of war 
or ermui. They absolutely did nothing. Their veiy 
look wearied me : I would rather have looked on the 
sculls in the catacombs.^ ' 

** Yet," retorted Windham, ** I suppose not ftom 
ihdr industry. I never heard that tney did mudL** 

" True, sir," gravely answered Burke; "but they 
donH shock one's feelings XsypreUnding to be (dvot r 

Yet he was sometimes provoked into humour. 
David Hartley, who had been employed as a nego> 
tiator of the treaty with America, was remarkable 
for the length and dulness of his speeches. One day, 
when Burke was prepared to take an important part 
in the debate, he saw, to his infinite vexation, tibe 
house melting down, under Hartley's influence, from 
an immense assemblage into a number scarcely suf- 
ficient to authorize the Speaker's keeping the chair, 
in the course of this heavy harangue, Hartley had 
occasion to desire that some clause in the riot act 
should be read at the tal^* Burke could restrain 
himself no longer. ** The riot act," said he, starting 
from his seat ; ** my honourable friend desires the 
riot act to be read t What would he have f Does 
he not see that the mob has Aspersed already 1" 

It was of this interminable talker against time, 
that Jenkinson, the first Lord Liverpool, told the 
amusing story,— that, seeing Hartley rise to ^^oak, 
he left the house to breathe a little of the fresh air. 
A fine June evening templed him on. It was no 
more than five o'clock. He went home, rooonted 
his horse, and rode to his villa, some miles ftom 
town ; where he dined, ranUed about the grooadf^ 
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and tben retumed at an easy paee to Londoii. Bnt 

the hour was now nine o'clock ; and conceivinff that 
the division must be nigh, he sent a note to the house 
to inquire what hadbeen done, and who had spoken. 
The answer retumed was, that ^ nobody had spoken 
but Mr. Hartley, and that he was speaking still.** 
The note, however, contained the cheering conjec- 
ture, *^that he might be expected to close soon.** 
Even that conjecture was disappointed; for, when 
Jenkinson at last went down to Westminster, he 
found Hartley on his legs, in the same position in 
which he had left him hau a day before, pouring out 
the same sleepy wisdom, and surrounded by a slum- 
bering house. The story does not tell by what means 
this inveterate haranguer was ever induced to con- 
clude. But he hadt by that time, been speaking five 
hours* 

Fitzpatrick was one of tlie princess circle, which 
he adorned by his wit and courtly manners. He 
was a handsoi|ie man, with the air of fashion, and 
the acquirements which belong to a life spent in the 
first opportunities of cultivating both mind and man* 
ners. Like aU the leading whigs, he was di9tin« 
guished for those poetical je/ux tTttpril, those toy- 
ings about the foot of Parnassus, which enabled them 
to possess the pleasures, £md some of the reputation^ 
of poetry, without challenging criticism. They 
wrote in the i^irit of the French school of ^^loyiL 
and noble^ poets, and with that easy mixture of sport- 
iveness and sarcasm which raised the lai^h of the 
moment, and passed away— ihe true spirit of the 
vtri dt ioci^tS. But they sometimes affected a graver 
strain; and Fitzpatrick^s *' Inscription on the Temple 
of Friendship, at St. Anne's HiU,^' has, with Horatiaa 
lightness, a touch of that melancholy which so deli- 
cately shades the mirth of the Epicmean bard. 

** The star whose radiant beams adorn 
Wltii TMd ligliitlM itetaf m^fn,— 
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' TiM BeMon eluQfled, witli mllilar ray 
Cheers the sweet boar of parting day ; 
So Fiiendship (of the generous breast 



The earliest and the Utcstgaest), 

In youth's rich nuNrn with ardour glows, 

And brightens life** serener close. 

Benignant power ! in this retreat, 
Oh, deign to fix thy tranquil seat ! 
Where, raised above life's dusky rale, 
Thy ihTOUrite« brighter scenes shall hail ; 
Think of the past but as the past, 
An< know true haroiness at last. 
From life's too aiixious toils remote. 
To thee the heart and soul devote : 
flMo more by idle dreams betrayed.) 
See life, what life's at best, a shaite; 
Leave feida tolling their hearts away ; 
And scorn the idiH of the day. 
If es ! while the flowret's in its prime. 
We* 11 bre4the the bloom, redeem the Cime^ 
NiMT waste « single glance to know. 
What cares distuih the worid below !" 

Fitzpatrick, educated with Fox, brought into public 
life with him, initiated at Brookcs's, and familiar 
with the whole round of high life, was inevitably a 
Foxite. Fox made him secretary of war, and his 
faith was never impeached, among the changes of a 
time rich in politicsil versatility. It would have been 
fortunate for this attractive personage, if he had not 
urged his fidehty into an imitation of more than 
the public life of his friend. But he played deep, 
and exhausted his income and his life togf>ther in a 
roimd of dissipation. Fox, by some marvellous 
power, resisted the effects of gaming, politics, and 
pleasure alike ; misfortune seemed to rebound from 
nim, until it was at last weary of its attacks ; and 
Fox was left to almost the tranaml age of a philoso* 
pher. But Fitzpatrick's poweriul frame broke down 
into premature q^cay, and for some years before his 
death, he could be scarcely said to live. 

The trial of Hastings had brought Sir Philip Fran- 
cis into public notice, and his strong Foxite princi- 
ples introduced him to the prince's friends. His rise 



is fltffl tmexpiainied. Fiom a deik inlbe War-oiicey 
he had been suddenly exalted into a conumssioiier for 
re^fulatiog the aflkirs of India, and sent to Bengal 
with an appointment, estimated at ten thousauod 
pounds a-year. On his fetmn to England he joined 
opposition, declared violent hostility against Hast- 
ings, and gave his most zealous assistance to the 
proseeuti<m ; though the house of commons would 
not suffer biia to be on the committee of impeach- 
ment, f^raneis was an able and effective speaker ; 
with an occasional wildness of manner and eccen^ 
tricity of escpiessicm, which, if they sometimes pro- 
voked a smUe, often inereased the interest of his 
statements. 

But the usual lot of those who have identified 
themselves with any one public subject rapidly over- 
took him. His temperament, his talents, and his 
knowledge were all Indian. With the impeachment 
he was politically bom, with it he lived, and when 
it wi&eied away, his adventitious and local celebrity 
perished along with it. He clung to Fox for a few 
years after; but While the great leader of opposition 
found all hiis ^kill necessary to letain his party in ex- 
istence, he was not likely to solicit a partisan at once 
so difficult to keep in order and to employ. The 
close of his ambitious and disappointed life was spent 
in ' ranging along the skirts of both parties, joining 
neither, and speaking his mind with easy, and per- 
haps sincere, scom of both ; reprobating the whi^, 
during their brief reign, for their neglect of fancied 
promises; and equally reprobating die ministry for 
their bhndness to fancied pretensions. 

But he was still to have a momentaiy respite for 
fame* While he was going down into that oblivion 
which rewards the labours of so many politicians ; a 
pamphlet, ascriblQg Junius's letters to Sir Philip, ar- 
rested his descent. Its arguments were plausible ; 
and, for a while, opinion appeared to be in favour of 
the conjectmc, notwithstanding a denial from the 
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presumed Junius ; whicli, however, h^ mndi the 
air of his feeling no strong dislike to being suspected 
of this new title to celebrity.* But further exp'ni- 
nation extinguished the title; and left the secret, 
which had perplexed so many unravellers of literary 
webs, to perplex the grave idlers of generations to 
come. 

Yet the true wonder is not the concealment, for 
a multitude of causes might have produced the con- 
tinued necessity even after the death of the writer, 
but the feasibility with which the chief features of 
Junius may be fastened on almost every writer, of 
the crowd for whom claims have been laid to thi» 
dubious honour; while, in every instance, some 
discrepancy finally starts upon the eye, which ex- 
cludes the claim. 

" Burke had more than the vigour, the information^ 
and the command of language ; but he was incapa* 
ble of the virulence and tne dislo3ralty. Home 
Tooke had the virulence and the disloyadty in 
superabundance ; but he wanted the cool sarcasm 
and the polished elegance, even if he could have 
been fairly supposed to be at once the assailant and 
the defender. Wilkes had the information and the 
wit ; but his style was incorrigibty vulgar, and ail 
its metaphors were for and from the mob: in addi- 
tion, he would have rejoiced to declare himself the 
writer: his well-known answer to an inquiry on the 
subject was, "Would to Heaven I had!" Uiinam 
scripstssem ! Lord George Germaine has been lately 
brought forward as a candidate ; and the evidence 
fully proves that he possessed the dexterity of style, 
the powerful and pungent remark, and even the in- 
dividual causes of bitterness and partisanship, whidi 
might be supposed to stimulate Junius : but, in the 

* His note, on tlie oeeaaijOB, to tlie «dltoror one of th« newqauMM, 
night in««ii any thing or nothlnc. It wss in this style :--*< Sir, you biiTe 
lUtribnted to me the writing of Junius** letters. If yon choose to prr>p«- 
Oie a fslse ami nwUelooB report, yoa may. "Yoii»,4«. <«F.F," 



lTt7«] TB wumcm'9 mnm. 191 

piiTAte coneqKmdefice of Junkw with hk printer, 
Woodfall, there sore contermptuons allusioiui to Lord 
George's conduct in the field, which at once put an 
end to the question of authorship. 

Dunning possessed the style, the satire, and the 
partisanship ; but Junius makes blunders in his law, of 
which Dunning must hare been incapable. Gerard 
Hamilton, (Single-^)eech) might have written ibe 
letters, but he never possessed the moral courage ; 
and was, besides, so consummate a coxeomb, &at 
his vanity must have, however involuntaiily, let out 
the secret. The argmnent, that he was Junius, from 
his notoriously using the same peculiarities of 
I^urase, at the time when aU the world was in full 
chase of the author, ought of itself to be decisive 
against him ; for nothing can be clearer, than that 
the actual writer was ^termined on concealment, 
and that he would never have toyed with Ins dan- 
gerous secret so much in the mamier of a schoolgirl, 
anxious to develope her accomi^shments. 

It is with no wish to add to the number of the 
controversialists on this bluestocking subject, that a 
coi\jecture is hazarded; that Junius will bie found, if 
ever found, among some of the humbler names of 
the list. ' If he h^ been a political leader, or, in any 
sense oi the word, an independent man, it is next 
to impossible that he should not have left some in- 
dication of his authorship. But it is perfectly easy 
to conceive the case of a private secretary, or de- 
pendant of a poiitical leader, writing, by his com- 
mand, and for his temporary purpose, a series of 
attacks on a ministry; which, when the object was 
ffained, it was of the highest importance to bury, so 
&r as ^e connexion was concerned, in total oblivion. 
Junius, wilting on his own behalf, would have, in all 
probability, retained evidence sufficient to substan- 
tiate his title, when the peril of th(B discovery should 
have passed away, whicn it did within a few years ; 
for who would have thought, in 1780, of pimishing 
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etea the Hbels an die king in 1770? er when, if te 
peril remained, the writer would have felt himself 
home on a tide of popular applause high above th& 
inflictions of law. 

But, writing for another, the most natural result 
was, that he iSiould have loeen pUdf^ed to extinguish 
^ proof of the transaction ; to give up every frag- 
ment that could lead to the discovery at any future 
period ; and to simender the whole rayvlery into the 
hands of the superior, for whose purposes it had 
been constrw^ted, and who, while he had no fame to 
acquire by its being made public, might be undone 
l^ its betrayal. - 

The marks of privtde tecreiaryship are so strongs 
tkai all the probable oon|ectnres lave pointed to 
writers under that relation; lioyd, the private se«> 
cretary of George GreKville^ Greatrakes, Lord 
Shelbume's private secretary; Rosenhagen, who 
was so mudi concerned in the business of She!- 
bume House, that he may be considered as a second 
secretary ; and Macaxdey Boyd, who was pexpetually 
about some public man, and who was at length fixed 
by his friends on Lord Macartney' s establishment, 
and went with him' to take office in India. 

But, mortifying as it may be to the disputants on 
the subject, the discovery is now beyond lational 
hope ; for Junius intimates his having been a spec- 
tator of parliamentary proceedhngs even farther back 
than the year 1743 ; which, supposing him to have 
been twenty years oid at the time, would give him 
more than a century for his experience^ In the long 
interval since 1772^ when the letters ceased, not the 
slightest clew has been discovered ; though doubtless 
the keenest inquiry was set on foot by the parties 
assailed. Sir William Draper died with but one wish, 
thouffh a sufficiently uncharitable one, that he 
could have found out his castigator, before he took 
leave of the world. Lord North often avowed his 
total igtK»rance of ibe writer. The king's reported 



<^eTvati<m to Gen. DesagnSHersy in 1T72, "We know 
who Junius is, and he wfll write no more,** is nnsub* 
{ftantiated ; and if ever made, was probably prefaced 
with a supposition; for no publicity ever followed; 
and what neither the minister of the day nor his 
successors ever knew, could scarcely have come to 
the king's knowledge but by inspiration, nor remained 
locked up there but by a reserve not far short of a 
political error. 

But die question is not worth the trouble of disco- 
very; for, since the personal resentment is past, its 
interest can arise only from pulling the mask off the 
visage of some individual of political eminence, and 
giving us the amusing contrast of his real and his as- 
sumed physiognomy ; or from unearthing some great 
unknown genius. But the leaders have been already 
excluded; and the composition of the letters de- 
manded no extraordinary pollers. Their secret in- 
formation has been vaunted ; but Junius gives us no 
more than what would now be called the " chat of 
the clubs ;" the currency of conversation, which any 
man mixing in general life might collect in his half- 
hour's walk down St. James's Street : he gives us no 
insight into the purposes of government; of the 
counsels of the cabinet he knows nothing. The style* 
was undeniably excellent for the purpose, and its 
writer must have been a man of ability. If it had 
been original, he might have been a man of genius ; 
but it was notoriously formed on Col. Titus's letter, 
which, from its strong peculiarities, is of easy imita- 
tion. The crime and the blunder together of Junius 
was, that he attacked the king, a man so publicly 
honest and so personally virtuous, that his assailant 
inevitably pronounced himself a libeller. But if he 
had restricted his lash to the contending politicians of 
the day, justice would have rejoiced in his vigorous 
severity. Who could have regretted the keenest ap- 
plication of the scourge to the Duke of Grafton, the 
most incapable of ministers, and the most openly 
M 
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and offensively pic^igate of men ; to the indomital^ 

selfishness of Mansfield; to the avarice of Bedford, 
the su^icious negotiator of the scandalous treaty of 
1763; or to theisEppered and drivelling ambition of 
North, sacrificing an empire to his covetousness of 
power ? 



CHAPTER Vra. 
The King's Itlnesi. 

The prince's adoption of whig politics had deeply 
offended his royal father ; for the coalition ministry 
had made Fox persons Uy obnoxious to themonarcl^ 
who remembered its power by a series of mortifica^ 
tions, so keen that they had inspired the desperate 
idea of abandoning England for a iixD% and seeking 
refuge for his broken spirit and insulted authority in 
Hanover. This conception the king was said to have 
so far matured as to have communicated to Thurlo w ; 
who, however, repelled it in the most direct manner, 
telling his majesty, — ^that " though it might be easy 
to go to Hanover, it might be mfficult to return to 
England; that James the Second's was a case in point; 
and that the best plan was, to let the coalition take 
their way for a while, as they were sure to plunge 
themselves into some embarrassment, and then he 
might have them at his disposal." 

The advice was solid and successful. The king 
thenceforth exhibited his aversion to the ministry in 
the most open manner, by steadily refusing to bestow 
a single English peerage, while they were in power; 
and it was surmised, that Fox was driven by his 
consciousness of this total alienation, to the rash and 
defying measure of the India bill, as a support against 
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fhe throne. The game was a bold one ; for its suc- 
cess would have made Fox king of lords, commons, 
and people ; and George the l&d, king of masters 
df the stag-hounds, gentlemen of the l^d-chamber, 
and canons of Windsor. Bot it failed, and its fail- 
ure was ruin. It not merely overthrew Fox, but it 
spread the ruin to every thing that bore the name. 
His banner was not simply boiiie down in the casual 
fortune&of the fight ; birt it was broken, trampled on, 
and extinguished. By the India biU the languors of 
political warfare were turned into the fierceness of 
personal combat ; and whiggism, pressed by the new- 
armed Mrrath of the monarch, and losing its old 
refuge in the popular sympathy, hated by the throne, 
and repelled oy the nation, feeUy dispersed on the 
field. 

Such is the fate of the noblest parties, when the 
spirit that once animated them has passed away. 
The men of 1688 would have found it impossible to 
recognise their descendants, in the shifting politi- 
cians of the eighteenth century ; but wo be to the 
people whose liberties depend upon the character of 
individuals ! The revolution itself would have been 
a mockery, but for its taking refuge in the manliness 
and religious virtue of the nation. All the over- 
throws of all the tyrannies of ancient or modem 
days were never able to make corruption free ; more 
than the loudest professions of principle ever made 
a profligate the fit trustee and champion of national 
freedom. The personal vice nullifies and contami- 
nates the public profession. No revolution ever 
succeeded, nor ever deserved to succeed, which was 
not demanded by the same natural and righteous 
necessity which demands the defence of our Preside ; 
and which was not conducted by men unstained by 
the crime of individual ambition, or the deeper crime 
of bartering the national blood for their own avarice, 
licentiousness, or revenge;— men who felt them- 
selves peiiling their lives for an object that dignifies 
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death; and ia the impiilse of holiness and faith 
offering up their existence ^ willing and solemn sa- 
crifice to their feUow-men and their God. 

T^e success of the first French revolution is no 
answer to this i^rinciple ; for France had showed 
only the frightful rs^idity with which the name of 
freedom can be vitiated ; and the incalculable means 
of public e]q>lQ»oa and misery which may exist un- 
der the surface of the most ostentatious patriotism. 
The seeond revolution is yet to display its results; 
but auspicious and justifiable as has been its com- 
mencement, its only security will be found in puri- 
fying the habits of the people. 

If Italy, with her magnificent powers, her vivid 
susceptibility of character, her living genius, and 
her imperishable fame, — ^Italy, where every foot of 
groimd was the foundation of some monument of 
the most illustrious supremacy of the human mind* 
— is now a prison, the crime and the folly are her 
own ; her own vices liave riveted the chain roimd her 
neck, her own hand has barred the dungeon ; and in 
that dungeon she wUl remain for ever, if she wait 
until vice shall give vigour to her limbs. Or super- 
stition throw, back the gates of her hving sepulchre. 
A purer influence must descend upon her. A deli- 
verer, not ofihfb earth, earthy, — but an immortal visit- 
ant, shedding the light of holiness and religion from 
its vesture, must come upon her darlpiess ; and, like 
the angel that came to Peter, bid her awake and 
follow. 

If Spain and Portugal are still convulsed with civil 
discord, who can hope to see rational freedom ever 
existing in those lands, while the corruption of the 
people feeds the Ikense of the throne; while, if the 
king imprisons, the peasant stabs; while, if the 
crown violates the privileges of the subject, the 
subject habitually, violates me honour of the holiest 
^8 of our nature ; while, [if government is ty- 
ranny, private life is rapine, promiscuous passioui 
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and merciless revenge t Let liie changes be as npe* 
cious as they mayt the political suffering will only 
deepen, until the personal reform comes to redeem 
(he land ; until faith is more than an intolerant su^ 
perstition, courage than assassination, and virtue 
than confession to a monk. Till then, freedom will 
be but a name ; and the fall of a Spanish or Portu- 
guese t3rrant but a signal for his assailants to bury 
their poniards in each other^s bosoms ; constitution 
will be but an upbreaking of the elements of society ; 
and the plunging of despotism into the gulf, but a 
summons to every gloomy and furious shape of evil 
below, to rise upon the wing, and darken and poison 
the moral atmosphere of mankind. 

The India bill gave the final blow to the existence 
of the old whigs. Hie name had long survived the 
reality ; but now even the name perished. When 
the fragments of the party {were collected, in the 
course of years, after their almost desperate disper- 
sion ; they were known by another name ; and the 
new whigs, however they might claim the honours 
of the old, were never recognised as successors to 
the estate. From this period, Pitt and toryism 
were paramount. Fox, defeated in his ambition of 
being a monarch, was henceforth limited to such 
glories as were to be found in peipetual discomfiture. 
Unequalled in debate, he talked for twenty years, 
and delighted the senate ; was the idol of Westmin- 
ster, the clubs, and the conversations at Devonshire 
House ; but saw himself in an inexorable minority in 
the only place where triumph was worthy of his abi- 
lities or dear to his ambition. Perhaps, too, if Fox 
had iiever existed, his rival might never have risen 
to eminence ; for even great powers require preat 
opportunities^ and the struggle with the colossal 
frame and muscle of Fox's genius might be essen- 
tial to mature- the vigour of his young antagonist 
And conqueror. Still, when all hope of wresting the 
mipremacy out of Pitt's hand was past, the exercia* 
M3 
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was iiseftil; and Fox, forl^ rest of his-days, kad 
the infelicitous honour of keeping those powers in 
practice, whose inaction might have dropped the 
sceptre. He was the noblest captive linked to Pitt's 
chariot-wheel, but to that chariot-wheel he was 
linked for life ; and no other arm could ^ave so 
powerfully dragged his rival's triumphal car up the 
steeps of fame. 

The prince unhappily soon created a new griev- 
ance, that came home more directly to the royal 
bosom than even his politics. Rollers allusion to his 
marriage with Mrs. Fitzherbert* was believed by the 
king to be true, and no act could be calculated to give 
deeper offence to the monarch, as a parent, a Pro- 
testant, or a man of virtue. The lady was high- 
bred and handsome ; and, though by seven years the 
prince's elder, and with the formidable drawback of 
having been twice a widow, her attractions might 
justify the civilities of fashion. But her rank and 
her religion were barriers, which she must have 
known to be impassable. 

The king was peculiarly sensitive to mksalliances 
in the blood royal. The Marriage Act of 1772, had 
originated in the royal displeasure at the marriages 
of his brothers the Dukes of Cumberland and Glou- 
cester, with subjects ;t and the dctermiaation with 

-* Mrs. Fitzherbert was the daughter of Win. Smythe, Esq., of Tonga 
Castle, and niece of iSfa-E. Smythe, Bart., Ot Acton Burnet, Salop. Her 
fllster was married to Sir Canaby Haggeratone, Bart.' At an early «ie 
abe married Weld, of Lulworth CaaUe, Dorset. On hia death she mar- 
ried Fitzherbert. of Stvinnerton, LeicesterBhire, a remarkably atrildnf 
person, Tvho died of either over-exertion in a walk fhrni Bath to town, or 
•ome impmdeDce at the burning of Lord Mamfleld's bouse, in the rloli 
pf 1780. The lady was a Roman Catholic. 

t The l>uke of Cumberland had married Mrs. Horton, Loud IrahaO^ 
aaughter ; the Ihike of Olouoester the CouDteas Dowager of Waldo- 
nrave, but this marriage was not acknowledged for some time after. 
The bill passed rapidly through parliament, yet was debated witti un- 
usual perseverance in all its stages. With the public U was bighbr 
nnpopnlar, and was assailed by every weapon of eeriousness and ridi- 



cule. It was described as into]era^iy aristocratlcal ; as taisultlng to 
Bngllsh birth and beauty; as violatSig one of the Ant ]«ws of ovr 
Mog; aiidev«iiaagl^sadinet«iMoiinfeiiiei)tto4siime. JE^ignaf 
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which the bill was urged throufl^ t)ie tygifflgtWTft 

against the strongest resistance, showed the interest 
which his msgesty took in preserving the succession 
clear. 

But the prince's error had gone further than the 
passionate violation of an unpopular law; for the 
marriage of the heir-apparent with a Roman Catholic 
must have defeated his claim to the throne. 

To this hour the marriage has been neither proved 
nor disproved. It was rumoured that the lady'« 
scruples were soothed by having the ceremonial per^ 
formed according to the rites of her own church. 
But no Roman CathoUc dispensation, guiltily facile 
as such license is in that church, could luive acquitted 
the parties of the crime of sustaining a connexion 
notoriously void by the laws of the land. Fox'p 
declaration in the house admits of no subterfuge ; 
language could not have been found more distinctly- 
repelling the charge ; and that Mrs. Fitzherbert felt 
it to be decisive, is palpable from the anger and 
alienation with which she, for years after, affected to 
treat him. However, she still enjoys at least the 
gains of the connexion; and up tp the hoary age of 

snd satires inmimerablfr wera showered upon tbe bill, snd its opponents 
cettaintyhadaUtliewltaiidalltliewoDMaDattieirslde. OuortiHiM 

THE ROYAL MABBIAGE ACT. 

Bays Dick to Tom, *<llii8 Act appears 

The oddest thing alive ; 
To take the crown at eighteen yewps, 

The wifb at twenty-five. 

The thing a pozxle most remain ; 

For, as (da Dowdeswell* iaid, 
< So eorty if one^ fit to reign, 

One msM be fit to wed.' " 

• Bays Tend to Dick, ''The man's a fbel, 

Or knows no rubs o( life ; 
Good friend, 'tis easier flur to rale 
A kingdom than a wife !" 

^ Anflf^nentof tbabiU. ^ 
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«eventy-flvc, calmly draws her salary of ten thousand 
pounds a^year ! 

The theme is repulsive. But the Writer degrades 
his moral honour, and does injustice to the general 
cause of trutlv who softens down such topics into the 
simplicity of romance. Yet, between the individuals 
in question there can be no comparison. 'Hie prince 
was in the giddiest period of youth and inexperience ; 
he was surrounded by temptation; it was laid in liis 
way by individuals craftily accomplished in every art 
of extravagance and ruin. For him to have escaped 
the snare would have been not less than the most 
fortunate of accidents, or an exhibition of the man- 
liest sense and virtue. But for those who ministered 
to his en^rs, or shared in them, the condemnation 
must be altogether of a deeper die. 
t In this most unhappy intercourse originated all the 
serious calamities of the prince's life. From its com- 
mencement it openly drew down the indignation of 
his excellent father; it alienated his general popu- 
larity In an immediate and an extraordinary degree ; 
it shook ttie confidence of the wise and sood in those 
hopes of recovery and reformation which such minds 
are the most generous to conceive, and the most un- 
willing to cast away ; the cold gravity of this unlover- 
like connexion gave it the appearance of a system $ 
and its equivocal and offensive bondage was obvi- 
ously a fixture for life. Xt embarrassedhim with the 
waste of a double household* when he was already 
sinking under the expenses of one ; and precipitatea 
him into bankruptcy. It entangled him more and 
more inextricably with the lower members of that 
cabal who gathered round him in the mask of poli- 
tics only to plunder ; and who, incapable of the digni- 
fied and honourable feelings that may attach to parly, 
cared nothing for the nation, or for political lire, 
beyond what they could filch for their daily bread 
hom the most pitiful sources of a contemptible popu- 
larity. It disheartened all lus higher friends, the 
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Duke of Portland, Fox, Grey, Burke, and tke other 

leaders of opposition ; -while it betrayed the prince's 
ns^me and cause into the hands of men who could 
jiot touch even royalty widiout leaving a stain. Fir 
nally, it destroyed aU chance of happiness in his 
subsequent marriage ; and was the chief tn^dient 
in that cup of personal anxiety and public evil which 
was so sternly forced to his lips almost to the closo 
of his days. 

Fox'fi declaration in the house had given the firsl 
example of the pangs which the prince was to feeL 
It unquestionably threw dishonour on the connexion. 
Yet, to expect' Fox to retract his words, and this too 
when their object was gained by the payment of the 
princess debts, was utterly hopeless. Grey waa 
then sounded ;* but he declined this singular office. 
Sheridan was the next resource ; and, with that mi- 
serable pliancy, which, in him, resulted less from a 
casual deference to the will of others, than from a 
tOJtal want of moral elevation, a guilty callousness 
to the principle of self-respect, he undertook to equi- 
vocate the house into sufferance. In allusion to the 
{Mince's offer, through Fox, to undergo an examina^ 
tion in the lords, he affectedly said, — ^^ that the house 
deserved credit for decorum, in not taking advan- 
tage of the offer, and demanding such an inquiry. 
But while his royal highness's feelings had been, 
doubtless, con^dered on the occasion, he must take 
the liberty of saying, however some might think it a 
subordinate consideration, that there was another 
person, entitled, in every delicate and honourable 
mind, to the same attention ; one whom he would not 
otherwise ventute to describe, or allude to, but by 
aaying it was a name which malice or ignorance 
akme eould attempt to injure, and whose character 
and conduct claimed and were entitled to the truest 
respect." 

* Moonli UAafSteiidUL 
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Nothing cQuld be more fUmy than this veil ; and 
nothing more contemptible than the conduct of 
tiie man who exhibited nimself thus ready to cast it, 
thin as it was, across the eyes of the house. But 
the question had been settled long before ; the equi- 
vocation was scornfully left undisturbed, and the in* 
dividuals were given over to that tardy prudence 
which win learn no lessons but from misfortune. 

A second and more bitter proof of the public feel- 
mgs rapidly followed. In October, 1788, symptoms 
of that diseai^e of the mind, which afterward broke 
out into such violence, were apparent in the king. 
In November the fears of the nation were con- 
firmed; and, in the midst of a strong expression of 
public sorrow, it was declared expedient to provide 
for the government of the country. 

On the occasion of a similar, but slighter attack, 
in 1765, his majesty's speech to parliament, on his 
recovery, declared, that the *• thoughts with which 
the memory of his illness alSected him, touching the 
welfare of his people and his children, ur^ed him to 
propose to its consideration, whether it might not be 
expedient to vest in him the power of appointing, 
from time to time, by instruments in writing, under 
his sign manual, the queen, ar some other person of 
•the ro3ral family usually residing in Great Britain, to 
be the guardian of any of his children, who might 
succeed to the throne before the age of eighteen ; 
and to be regent of the kingdom until his successor 
should attain that age, subject to the restrictions and 
regulations specified in the act made on occasion of 
his father's death. — The regent so appointed to be 
assisted by a council, composed of the several pen- 
sons who, by reason of their dignities and ofilce& 
were constituted members of the council established 
b3r that act, together with those whom they might 
think proper to leave to his majesty's nomination.^*^ 

t AprH94, 17BS. 
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. . A Inll on this principle, bat with considenUft mo* 
difications relative to the individuals who ntig^t be 
appointed to the regency and guardianship, was 
passed in the same year.* 

The recurrence of the king's illness made the im« 
mediate meeting of parliament necessary : and on 
the 30th of November, the day to which it had been 
prorogued, the session began. But the opinions of 
the royal physicians were stitl so dubious, and both 
ministers and opposition were still so imperfectlT 
prepared for any direct measures, that a fortnight^ 
adjournment was agreed on without difficulty. 

Fox was then absent on a foreign tour ; but he had 
been sent for, and was expected hourly. In the 
mean time, Sheridan appears to have acted as the 
chief counsellor of opposition, in Mthich capacity he 
addressed the fqllowing letter to the prince rf 

** Sir, — ^From the intelligence of to-day, we are led 
to think that Pitt will make something more of a 
speech, in moving to adjourn, on Thursday, than 
was at first imagined. In this case, we presume 
your royal highness will be of opinion that we must 
not be totally silent. I possessed Paynet yesterday 
with niy sentiments on the line of conduct which 
'appears to me best to be adopted on this occasion, 
that they might be submitted to your royal high- 
ness's consideration ; and I take the liberty of re- 
peating my firm conviction, that it will greatly 
advance your royal highness's credit, and, in case 
of events, lay the strongest grounds to baffle every 
attempt at opposition to your royal highness's just 
claims and rights, that the language of those who 
may be in any sort suspected of knowing your royal 
highness's wishes and feelings, should l^ that of 
great moderation in disclaiming aU party views, and 

* May 19, 1765. t Moon's Life of Slwridaii. 

tCvp^ain PaTne (&(lerwaid Admiral), tlier priace't prirtH ■eeretwy. 
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avowing the utmost readiness to acquiesce in any 
leasonable delay. 

" At the same time, T am perfectly aware of the 
arts which will be practised, and the advantages 
which some people will attempt to gain by time. 
But I am equally convinced, that a third party wiH 
soon, appear, whose efforts may, in the most decisive 
manner, prevent this sort of situation and proceed- 
ing from continuing long. 

" Pavne will probably have submitted to yonr 
royal highness more fuUy my idea on this subject, 
towards which I have already taken some successful 
steps. Your royal highness will, I am sure, have 
the goodness to pardon the freedom with which I 
give my opinion; after which I have only to add, 
that whatever your royal highness's judgment de- 
cides, shall be the pride of my conduct, and win 
iundqubtedly be so to others." 

*fhose negotiations are now chieflv valuable for 
the light which they throw on human nature. Lord 
Chancellor Thurlow was destined to afford the chief 
illustration. His lordship, so well known as a lead- 
ing lawyer, and a clamorous partisan, was especially 
a boaster of immaculate principle. The present 
transaction showed him to be also a low intriguer 
and a contemptible hypocrite. While he sat at the 
counciUtable of the ministrj'' he was intriguing with 
opposition ; while he was intriguing with opposition 
he was watching the king's physicians ; and the mo- 
ment he was assured, from the king's symptoms, 
that he might cheat both ministers and opposition— 
without the loss of his place ! he marched down to 
the house, proclaimed himself the inalienable ser- 
vant of the throne, and obtested Heaven, in language 
little short of blasphemy, that — ** whenever he forgot 
his king, might his God forget him." 

Sheridan's allusion to " the third party,'* referred 
to Thurlow. This negotiation took Fox by sur- 



1788.] THK xnco's iLuamL 14| 

pnae* wha had been previously idedged to gLre the 
seals to Loughborough. Thariow» however, waji 
now hired, and must nave his hire ; to which Fox^ 
jftfter no slight struggle with himself, acceded. Hii 
letter on the subject is a striking instance of tiie vex- 
atious compUances, to which men are sometimes 
driven who seem to be at the height of their ambi- 
tion, and whom the world looks on as carrying every 
thing by their will. 

" Dear Sheridan,— I have swallowed the piU : a 
most bitter one it was,— and have written to Lord 
Loughborough, whose answer must, of course, bo 
content. Wliat is to be done next ? Should the 
prince himself, or you, or I, or Warren, speak to the 
chancellor ? The objection to the last is, that he must 

grobably wait for an (^portunity, and that no time is 
> be lost. Pray tell me what is to be done. I am 
convinced, after all, the negotiation will not succeed, 
and am not sure that I am sorry for it. I do not re- 
member feeling so uneasy about any political thing 
I ever did in my Ufe. Call if you can. 

"Yours ever, **C. J. F.'* 

It is astonishing to see how feebly a sense of pub- 
lic decency or personal honour sometimes acts upon 
the minds of men accustomed to the traffic of poli- 
tics. In Hiurlow, we have the instance of an indi- 
vidual at the head of an honourable profession, and 
therefore doublv bound to think of character; opu* 
lent, and therefore under no necessity of consultmg 
the increase of his means ; advanced in life, and 
therefore at once destitute of the excuses of youne 
ambition, and incapable of the long enjoyment of 
power ; and yet involving himself in a labyrinth of 
ffUsehood and s^-degradation, for the wretched 
pnupose of retaining place. There is a just pleasme 
in being able to state alter this, that he lost ^e ob^ 
ject of his scandalous compromise. He retained 
N 
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the name of chancellor, but he lost alike the public 
respect attached to his rank, and the real power of 
a cabinet minister. The hollowness of his colleague 
could not escape the eye of Pitt. He suffered lum 
to linger for a while in a condition of half^confidence 
in the cabinet, which must have been a perpetual 
torment to his haughty heart; but even the half- 
confidence at length changed into open bickerings, 
and Pitt was said to have charged him with direct 
inefficiency, as '* a man who proposed nothing, op- 
posed every thing, and gave way to every tmng.'* 
Thurlow's day was now done ; the prize had slipped 
from his hands; and, with abilities and professional 
knowledge which might have made him one of the 
pillars of the state, he rapidly sank into the deserved 
decay of a selfish and unprincipled politician. 

The chancellor's brutal manners in private life, 
and insolence on the bench, were, as they always 
are, repaid by private and public disgust. His habit 
of execration on all subjects was notorious, and ex- 
cited a still deeper aversion ; and it was equaUy an 
error in opposition and in ministers, to have suf^red 
themselves to negotiate with a man whose merited 
unpopularity must have heavily encumbered any 
party which he espoused. In the crowd of pam- 
phlets and verses produced by the struggle, Thur- 
low was not forgotten ; he figured at great length 
in the "Probationary Odes," where he is represented 
as expectorating curses on every public name ; or, 
as an epigram expressed it,— 

** Here bully Thuiiow fflnfs fab gall 
Alike on foes and friends ; 
Blazing, like blue devils at Vanihall, 
With sulphur at both ends." 

The Probationary Ode, after some verses too much 
in the style of his lordship's vocabulary for quotation 
here, gives a strophe of calmer scorn: 
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** Fbed ttber vokt, I grow jtraftiiA I 

A lander yet and yet a louder atraio : ^ 
To Tbvnrlow^ lyre more daring natm belong. 

Now tremble every rebel aoal» 

Wbile on the (bee of George I roll 
Tbe deq»kiani execrations of my aong. 

In Tain my brotber^ piety, more meek, 

Wottid preacb my kindling ftiry to repooe ; 

like Balaam's am, were m fnapired to apetkf 

Twere Tain, I go to ame my prinetf* lose.* 

But Thuriow's treachery, even at the moment 
when he was probably surest of having hoodwinked 
both parties, was ludicrously visible to the new and 
old colleagues, whom he was equally ready to de« 
eeive. He even raised an open laugh asainst him 
at the council-table, by coming in with the prince's 
hat in his hand, which, in the confusion of his double 
plot, he had carried from a Carlton House conference. 
Fox and his friends were fully aware of his perfidy. 
A letter from Lord Loughborough, who watched 
lum with the keenness of a rival candidate, lays bare 
the chancellor's policy* Thurlow had contrived to 
obtain permission to visit the king during his illness, 
and thus ascertain the chances of recovery ^ a know- 
ledge which he employed for the due regulation of 
his own conscience. This privilege the letter depre- 
cates, as giving him the entire advantage of posi- 
tion. It is addressed to Sheridan. 

*^ The chanceUor'sobJect evidently is, to make his 
way by himself, and he has managed hitherto as 
one very well practised in that game. His conver- ^ 
sations both with you and with Mr. Fox, were en- 
couraging; but at the same time checked all expla- 
nations on his part,, under a pretence of delicacy 
towards his colleagues. When he let them go to 
Salt-hill, and contrived to dine at Windsor, he cer- 
taiidy took a step that most men would have felt not 
veryddicate in its appearance; and, unless there 
was some private understanding between him and 
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tbem» not altogether fair; especially if 3rou add to 
it the sort of cowDersaHon he kdd with regard to 
thenu 

**l cannot help thinking that the difficulties of ma- 
naging the patient ha^e been excited or improvedy to 
lead to the proposal of his inspection (without the 

Erince being conscious of it) ; for, by that situation, 
e gains an easy and frequent access to him, and an 
opportunity of possessing the cor^ence of the queen. 
I TOlieye this the more, from tlie account of the ten- 
demess that he showed at the first interview, for I 
am sure it is not in his character to feel any. With 
a little instruction from Lord Hawksbury, tne sort of 
management that was carried on by means of the 
princess dowager, in the early part of the reign, may 
easily be practised. 

'' In short, I think he will try toJSndthe key ^ the 
hack stairs, and with that in his pocket, take any siU 
tuation that preserves his access, and enables him to 
hold a line between different parties.** 

It was while all those vigilant eyes were fixed 
npon him, with every movement watched, ridiculed, 
and scorned,— with the whole ordnance of party 
pointed against him, and ready to give ire at the 
first signaV-that this noble intriguer, plumed in the 
full triumph of having escaped detection, came dowd 
to the house, and astonished his brother peers by a 
burst of unexpected piety. But he was not suffered 
to remain long under this delusion. A storm of con« 
tempt and reproof was poured upon him by opposi*' 
fion. Thurlow had contrived to weep in the deli- 
very of his speech. His tears were a new source of 
ridicule ; his reluctant piety was held up in contrast 
with his life; and the chancellor's name was from 
fliat day a watchword for eveiy thing worthless in 
political terffiversation* 

An eintapn from some unknown pen, ccmdensed 
flie public feelings on the occasion >— 
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TO THE MEMORY OF—* 

BereUMtbenettth Uae pnMtitnted mace, 
A patriot, witb bat one iNise wish— for place : 
Here liea, beneath tbe prostitnted paxm, 
A peer, with bat one taleiit,-<bow to came : 
Here lies, beneath the proetitoled fown. 
The gaardian otnU. honour— bat his own ; 
Statesman,, with but one rule his steps to gidde— 
To shun the (GRnhing, take the rising side : 
Judxe, with but one base law— to serve the time, 
Ana see in wealth no weakness, power no crime ; 
Christian, with bnt one Talae (br the muns. 
The scoffer's prouder privilege— to blaspheme ; 
Briton, with bat one hope— to live a slave, 
And dig in deathless inlhmy his grave. 

The details of the royal illness must he passed over* 
There woidd he neither wisdom nor feeling in now 
recalling to the puhlic mind the circumstances of an 
affliction which then threw the empire into sonowy 
«nd which still most give pain to hosoms which it is 
our duty to honour. But the transactions arising 
from it are invaluaUe, as a lesson to partisanship. 

To make the prince unrestricted regent, wouid 
have heen to make him virtually king for the time, 
and to have made Fox " viceroy over him.^ The 
prospect was dazzling, hut there were difficulties in < 
the way. The royal fortress stood upon a hiH, which 
was not to he stormed even hy the boldness and vi- 
gour of opposition, while it continued loaded with 
the restraints of law, popular rights, and personal de- 
clarations and pledges of aM finds. But the time 
pressed ; every hour added to the strength of the 
grarrison; and Fox took the gaMant resolution of cut- 
ting away his whiff encumbrances, and assaulting 
the battlements in the us^mharrassed right of des- 
potism. 

** I have heard," exclaimed he, " of precedents for 
binding the regent'; but I can ifmd none existing for 
laying a hand en an heir-apparent of full capacity 
and age to exercise power. It behooves, then, the 
house to waste not a moment, but to proceed with- 
all becoming speed and diligence to ne»tor» the sove? 
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reign power and the exercise of the royal autho- 
rity. From what I have read of history, from the 
ideas I have formed of the law, and, what is still 
more precious^ of the spirit of the constitution, I de- 
clare that I have not, m my mind, a doubt that I 
should think myself culpable, if I did not take the 
first opportunity of saying, that in the present con- 
dition of bis majesty, his royal highness the Prince 
of Wales has as clear, as express a right to exer- 
cise the power of sovereignty, during the continuance 
of the illness and incapacity with wmch it has pleased 
God to afflict his majesty, as in the case of his ma- 
jesty's having undergone a natural demise.'* 

This was such a palpable abandonment of ibe 
first principles of constitutional law, as is to be ac- 
counted for only by that phrensy whidi sometimes 
seizes on powerful understandings when assailed 
by more powerful passions. Fox was evidently in- 
flamed by the sight of all the objects of his ambition 
within his grasp, into the desperate experiment of 
casting away his character, and leaving it to success 
to justify the rejection of his principles. By his lan- 
guage he had nuUified the power of parliament and 
die nation alike. ^ The chrcumstance to be pro- 
vided for," he repeated, " did not depend on their de- 
liberations as a house of parliament,— it rested else- 
where." This «* elsewhere" was the hereditaiy riM 
of the prince to assume the throne,^ in scorn of parGa- 
Bient, and without restriction* Sheridan followed 
him, and presumptuously warned the house ** of the 
danger of provoking the prince's assertion of his 
claim. But Pitt instantly threw back the menace, 
in language which found an indignant echo in the 
house and the nation. 

" We have now," said he, '' an additional reason 
for asserting the authority of the house, and definmg 
the boundaries of right ; when the deliberative facul- 
ties of parliament are invaded, and an indecent me- 
nace is thrown out to aw« our proceedings* I trust 



the tiotue urm do its dutjr, in defiance of any threat. 
Men, who feel thehr native freedom, will not anbinit 
to a threat^ however hiffh ike amthof^ from which it 
may 60016.** 

^ Bat Fox was the great antagonist^ and it was over 
him that Pitt exulted with the loftiest sense of supe* 
riority. When he heard him otter the ominous sen- 
tence, deelanng the regent's independenee of parlia- 
ment, he turned roimd to the member who sat next 
him, and, with a brightened oountenanoe, and striking 
his tliigh, trinmphantiy, said,-— ^ I'll wit-wkig the gen- 
tleman for the rest of lus life.*** 

Pitt, now master of the house, and secare of the 
national support, urged his measures Tigwously ; and 
in the committee on the state of the nation,! carried, 
by a division of 268 to SNM, after a long debate, the 
two resolutions : first, ^tfaat there was an interrup- 
tion of the ro3ral authority;'' and secondly, <' that it 
was the duty of the two houses of parliament to simply 
that defect." The next step taken by the triumpnant 
minister was to imbody his intentions in a letter to 
his ToyvH highness: — 

^ Sir, — The proceedings in parliament being now 
brou^t to a point, which will render it necessary to 
propose to the house of commons the particular mea- 
sures to be taken for supplying the defect of the per- 
sonal exercise, of the royal authority during the pre- 
sent interval ; and your royal highness having some 
time since signified your pleasure that any commu- 
nication on this subject should be in writing, 1 take 
the liberty of reiq)ectfuily entreating your royal hi^ 
ness's permission to submit to your consideration we 
outlines of the plan, which his majesty's confidential 
servants humbly conceive (according to the best judg- 
ment which they are able to form), to be proper to be 
proposed in the present ciroumstances. 

^Moom ^ tDee.M,l7sa . 
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<*It is tbeir humble opinion, that yocnr foyal high- 
ness should be empowered to exercise the royal an- 
thority, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, 
during his majesty's illness ; and to do all acts which 
mig^t legally be done by his ma|e6ty ; with provisions, 
nevertheless, that the care of his majesty's royal 
person, and the management of his majesty's house- 
nold, and the direction and appointment of the ofllcers 
and servants therein, should be in the queen, under 
such regulations as may be thought necessary. That 
the power to be exercised by your royal highness 
should not extend to the granting real or pergonal 
property of the king (except as far as relates to the 
renewal of leases), to the granting any office in re* 
version, or to the granting for any other term than 
during his majesty's pleasure, any pension, or any 
office whatever, except such as must by law be 
granted for life, or dunng good behaviour ; nor to the 
granting any rank or dignity of the peerage of this 
realm to any person except his majesty's issue, who 
shall have attained the age of twenty-one years. 

** Those are the chief points which have occurred 
to his majesty's servants. I beg leave to add, that 
their ideas are formed on the supposition that his 
majesty's illness is only temporary, and may be of 
no long duration. It may be difficult to fix before- 
hand the precise period for which those provisions 
ought to last; but if, unfortunately, his msgesty's ill- 
ness should be protracted to a more distant period 
than there is reason at present to imagine, it will be 
open hereafter to the wisdom of parliament, to recon- 
sider these provisions whenever the circumstances 
appear to call for it. 

** If your royal highness should be pleased to require 
any further explanation on the subject, and should 
oondescend to sigmfj your orders that I should hs^ve 
the honour of attendmg your royal highness for that 
purpose, or to intimate any other mode in which 
your royal highness may wish to receive such ex- 
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ptontion, I sfaall respedftlly wiit foattvftlk big^- 
neM'ti eommands. 

*^ I have the hoKioiir to b6» withtiift utmost deferenoi 
fmdmbaaaaoaf 

"Sir, 
"^ Yotir Rojral mg^bness's 
" most dutiful and derated Servant* 
"W.PITT. 
""Dinming Street, Tueaday Night, Dee. 30, 1768." 

The prinee's letter in answer attracted remarkable 
attention, from its tone of dignity, and its ffencoral 
grave ereeUeneeas a composition. All the leadbif 
persons of the prince's councils were named as Uie 
wiitcTB, and each with some dsffree of {dansibility ; 
but the votes fell chiefly on Sheridan. However, the 
question is cleared up at last, and the authonsfa^) is 
given to Burke, (Hi the testimony of Sir J. Maekinto^ 
and the foliowingr note of the late Sir Gilbert filliot 
(Lord Minto), Jan. 31, 1769 : 

' "Hiere was not a vford of the {oince's letter to 
Pitt mine. It wu origtwdly Burke% altered a little, 
httttiot improved, by Sheridan and other critics. 

*• The answer made by the prince yesterday, to the 
address of the two houses was entirely mine, and 
done in a great hurry, half an hour before it was to 
be delivered.*'* 

j3jMwef to Mr. Pittas Letttr, delivered hy Ms Royal 
Highness to the Lord Ckancdlor^ Jan. 1, 178^. 

•* The Prince of Wales leams from Mr. Pitt's le^ 
ter that the proceedings in parliament are now in a 
train which enables Mr. Pitt, according to the inti- 
mation in his former letter, to comm^icate to the* 
prince the outlines of the plan which his majesty's 
confidential servants conceive to be proper to bepro* 
j>osed in the present circumstances. 
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^ Conceniiiig the steps already taken by Mr. Pht, 
the prince is sUent Nothing done by the two housep 
of parliament can be a proper subject of his animad* 
version ; but when, previously to any discussion in 
parliament, the outlines of a scheme of government 
are sent for his consideration, in which it is proposed 
that he shall be personally and principally concerned, 
and by which the royal authority and the public wel- 
fare may be deeply affected, the prince would be 
unjustifiable were he to withhold an explicit decla- 
ration of his sentiments. His silence might be con- 
strued into a previous approbation of a plan, the ac- 
complishment of which, every motive of duty to his 
father and sovereign, as well as of regard for the 
public interest, obliges him to consider as injurious 
to both. 

*^ In the state of deep distress in which the prince 
and the whole royal family were involved by the 
heavy calamity which has fallen upon the king, and 
at a moment when government, deprived of its chief 
enei^ and siyport, seemed peculiarly to need the 
cordial and united aid of all descriptions of good sub- 
jects, it was not expected by the prince tmtt a plan 
should be offered to his consideration, by which go- 
vernment was to be rendered difficult, if not imprac- 
ticable, in the hands of any person intended to repre« 
sent the king's authority, much less in the hands of 
his eldest son, the heir-apparent of his kingdoms, and 
the person most bound to the maintenance of his ma- 
jesty's just prerogatives and authority, as well as 
most interested in the happiness, the prosperity, and 
the glory of the people. 

** The prince forbears to remark on the several parts 
of the sketch of the plan laid before him ; he appre- 
hends it must have been fonned with sufficient de- 
liberation to preclude the probability of any argument 
of Ills producing an alteration of sentiment in the 
projectors of it; but he trusts with confidence to the 
wisdom and justice of parliament, when the whola 
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of this subject, and the circwnstances conneeted with 
it, shall come under their deliberation., 

"He observes, therefore, only generally on the 
heads communicated by Mr, Pitt ; and it is with deep 
regret that the prince makes the observation, that he 
sees in the contents of that paper a project for pro- 
ducing^ weakness, disorder, and insecurity, in every 
brancn of the stdministration of a£^rs ; a project for 
dividing the royal family from each other, for sepa- 
rating the court from the state ; and therefore, by 
disjoining government from its natural and accus- 
tomed support, a scheme for disconnecting the au- 
thority to command service from the powers of ani- 
mating it by reward, and for allotting to the prince 
all the invidious duties of government without the 
means of softening them to the public by any one 
act of grace, favour, or benignity. 

" The prince's feelings on contemplating this plan 
are also rendered still more painful by observing, 
that it is not founded on any general principle, but is- 
calculated to infuse jealousies and suspicions (wholly 
groundless, he trusts), in that quarter whose confi- 
dence it will ever be the first pride of his life to merit 
and obtain. 

•* With regard to the motive and object of the limit- 
atioRs and restrictions proposed, the prince can have 
but little to observe. No light or information is of* 
fered him by his majesty's ministers on these points* 
They have infonned him what the powers are which 
they mean to refuse him^ not why they are with- 
held. 

'* The prince, however, holding as he does, that it 
is an undoubted and fundamental princi^e of this 
constitution, that the powers and prerogatives of the 
crown are vested there as a trust for the benefit of 
the people, and that they are sacred only as Ihey are 
necessary to the preservation of that poise and ba- 
lance of the constitution which experience has 
proved to be the true security of the liberty of the 
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.OTiqect, most be allowed to obfierve, that theplea^ 
public utility oijiglit to be strcmg, manifest, and migent, 
wlueh ealte for the extinctioa or susp^iaion of any 
one of those essential ng:ht8 in the supreme power dr 
its representative, or which can justify the prince in 
consenting, that in his person an experiment shall 
be made to ascertain with how small a portion of the 
kingly power the executiTe gOTemment of this 
oountry may be carried on. 

** The prince has only to add, that if security for 
bis majesty's repossessing his rightful government, 
whenever it shall please Providence, in bounty to 
the country, to remove the calamity with which he 
is afflicted, be any part of the object of this plan, 
the iHrince has only to be convinced that any measure 
is necessary, or even conducive to that end, to be 
the first to urge it, as the {neliminary and paramount 
consideration of any settlement in which he would 
consent to share. 

^ If attention to what is presumed might be his 
majesty's feehngs and wishes on the happy day of 
bis recovery be the object, it is with the truest siur 
cerity the prince ejcpresses his firm conviction, that 
no event would be more repugnant to the feelings of 
his royal father, than the knowledge that the go- 
vernment of his son and representative had e:Snr 
bited the sovereign power of the realm in a state of 
degradation, of curtailed authority, and diminished 
energy— a state hurtful in practice to the prosperity 
and good government of his people, and injurious in 
its precedent to the security of the monarch and the 
rights of his family. 

^ Upcm that part of the plan which regards the 
king's real and personal property, the prince feels 
hui»elf compelled to remark, that it was not neces- 
sary for Mr. Pitt, nor proper to suggest to the prinee, 
the restraint he proposes against his granting away 
the king's real and personal property. The prince 
does not conceive that, during the lung's life, he ia 
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by law entitlfid to axake any such graat; end he is 

sure that he has never shown the smallest incima- 
tion to possess any such power. Bat it lemains 
with Mr* Pitt to consider the eventual mteveils oC 
the Foyal family, and to provide a proper and aatn- 
ral security against the mismanagement of them by 
others. 

" The prince has discharged an indispensable doty 
in thus giviqg his free opinion on the plan submitted 
to his consideration. 

'' His conviction of the evil which may arise to the 
king's interests, to the peace and happiness of the T03rBl 
faimly, and to the safety and welfare of the nation, 
from the govenunent of the country remaining lottfer 
in its present maimed and debilitated staite, out- 
weighs, in the prince's mind, every other conadera- 
tion, and will determine him to undertake the pain- 
ful trust imposed upon him by the present mdan- 
choly necessity (which, of all the king's subjects, 
he deplores the most), in full confidence that the af- 
fection and loyalty to the king, the eiqierieneed at- 
tachment to the house of Brunswick, and the gene- 
rosity which has always distinguished this nation, 
will carry him through the many difficulties insepa- 
rable from this critical situation, with comfort to 
himself, with honour to the king, and with advan- 
tage to the public. 

(Signed) "G.P.'' 

. " GarltaH House, January d, 1789.'' 

The minister suffered no further delay to take 
place ; but brought in his propositions, and carried 
them by large majorities, in the face of the whole 
strength of opposition, armed with protests, motions, 
• and the formidable resistance of the blood royal. 
The Dukes of York, Cumberland, and fifty-five other 
peers, signed a remonstrance against the reistrictions. 
The princes of the royal family even expressly 
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lefosed to snflfer their names to appear in the commis- 
Bion for opening the session. Bat Pitt was not to be 
shaken ; ue first reading of the bill was boldly car- 
ried in the commons ;* and another week had brought 
it to the verge of commitment ; when the struggle 
was stopped at once, by the cheering intelligence 
that the king's illness was already giving way, and that 
within a short time a perfect recovery might be ex- 
pected. Those tidings, which difihsed sincere joy 
through the nation, were speedily confirmed; and 
within a month, a conunission for holding the par- 
Uament was issued by the king. 

This had been the lottery of politics. If the prince 
had ascended the throne, even with limited powers, 
Fox and his friends would have obtained every wish 
which it was in the regent's power to realize. A 
turn of chance fiung them into political exile; and 
the minister used his first leisure^ unhesitatingly to 
punish the symptoms of wavering among his own 
followers : the Duke of Queensberry, Lords Carteret 
and Malmesbury, and the Marqtiis of Lothian, were . 
summarily dismissed from office ; but it was in Ire- 
land, where the defection had been more glaring, 
that vengeance and justice were gratified together, 
in a sweeping exclusion of functionaries venturous 
enough to speculate on London politics, and criminal 
enough to speculate on the wrong side. 

Yet the wit and eloquence of opposition were 
never more conspicuous than in those disastrous de- 
bates. Sheridan was in a perpetual glow; and, 
whether sportive or sarcastic, wa& the delight of the 
house. 

"I am staggered,*' said he, "when I hear Dr. 
Willis's assertions. I hear him attribute his nnt- 
jesty's illness to twentv-seven years of study, absti- 
nence, and labour ; and he tells us that his medicine 
has cured all this. What must I think of Dr. Willis 

• rab.l«,178l>. 



IIBS.] TBB KIMO*t ILUOMU IM 

when I hear that his physic can, in one day, over- 
come the effects of seven-and-twenty yean' hard 
exercise, seven-and-twenty years' stu&y^ and sereB- 
and-twenty years' abstinence t It is impossible for 
ine to preserve gravity on such a subject. It re- 
minds one of the nostrums that are to cure this or 
that malady, and also dxBoppoifUmtnU in love and 
loriff $ea voyagti /" 

£ allusion to a charge of insincerity in the minis- 
ter, he declared ^ that he believed the right honoura- 
ble gentleman sincere in his intention, though he 
did not profess Dr. Willis's gift, that of seeing 
hearts by looking into countenances. He remem- 
bered the doctor's telling the Committee, * that he 
could thus see the htart of any man, whether he 
was sick or not.' And the declaration appeared to 
hxve particularly alarmed the right honourable gen- 
tleman." 

The restrictions had left the regent the power of 
making war or peace \ but had prohibited his mak- 
ing any change in the- household. Sheridan treated 
this reserve with unceasing ridicule. 

** Talk of his majesty's feelings when he shall 
recover, and find his household changed ! We are 
to be told that his feelings ^ would be less shocked 
to learn that the constitution of the country was 
changed, or part of his dominions, by an unjust war, 
lost, or, by a foolish peace, ceded to foreign poten- 
tates. What was tliis, but like a man who, having 
intrusted his mansion ta a person, in his absence, to 
take care of it, and finding it gone to ruin, and the 
winds of beaten suffered to blow through every part 
of it, the enclosures to be broken, t^e sheep to be 
ehom, and all exposed to ruin and decay ; yet should 
have no regret for those things, but feel all his anx- 
iety awakened for afewlooki^-glasses and worthless 
gitt lumber locked up in an old-fashioned drawing- 
loom.** 

Burke's appeals to the house were in a loftier 
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style, and distinelLy showed that he had already 
fonned those news which were to be yet deve- 
loped in his immortal work on the French revolution. 

«< I consider myself,** said he, " fully justified in 
asserting that Great Britain is governed by an heredi- 
tary monarchy. Heaven forbid it should ever prove 
otiierwise: it is our powerful barrier, our strong 
rampart, against the amoition of mankind. It says to 
the most aspiring, ^ thus far shalt thou go, and no 
farther:' it belters the subject from the tyranny of 
illegal tribunals, bloody proscriptions, and the long 
train of evils attendant upon the distractions of ill« 
guided and unprincipled repuldics.** 

His opinion of Thurlow was contemptuously 
avowed. ** What is to be done when the crown is 
in a ddiqidwn? It is intended, we are told, to set 
up a mcmxoiikhlaekhrcms and a largt wig^ to be a 
icarecrow to the two houses, and give a fictitious 
assent in the royal name.'* 

The chancellor's tears had excited ereat ridicule ; 
but it was left for Buike to give him we castigation 
due to his hoary hypocrisy. '^ The other house are 
not yet recovered from that extraordinary burst of 
the pathetic which had been exhibited the other eve- 
ning ; they have not yet dried their eyes, nor been 
restored to th^ {^acidity. The tears shed on that 
occasion were not the tears of patriots for dying 
laws, but of lordtjar expiring ptaees. They were 
the * iron tears that flowed down Pluto's cheek,' and 
rather resembled the dismal bubbling of Styx, than 
the eentle streams of Aganippe. 

" In fact, they were tears for his majestv's bread* 
There is a manifest difference between this house 
and the other, between plebeians and patricians. We» 
in an old-fashtmied way, would have said—' If we 
could no longer serve the king, we will no longer re- 
ceive his wages, we will no loi^r eat his bread.' 
But the lords of the household held a different lan- 
guage; they woukl stick l^ the king's loaf as long 
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as a aini^ col of it xemained. They would faaten on 

the crust, and gnaw it while two crumbs of it held 
together ; and they would proudly declare, at the 
flame time, that it was the hcmourof the service, the 
dignity of the office, which alone they regarded. The 
lords of the household were beyond the reach of in- 
^ueuce ; they were a set of samts and philosophers^ 
'auperior to the lusts of the flesh and the yanities 
of this world.'" 

By a fiction of law, the great seal was to represent 
the royal authority, and under this semblance of a 
king the session was to be opened. For this singular 
substitution the valid plea was, the necessity of the 
case. But it was too open to burlesque to escape 
Burl^e, who, amid the laughter of the house, turned 
it in all the hghts of vindictive pleasantry. 

'* I cannot, for my soul," he exclaimed, ^ under- 
stand the means of this art magic, any more than I 
can doubt the purpose. I see a phantom raised. But 
2 never heard of one being raised in a family, but for 
the purpose of robbing the house* The whole cere- 
monial, instead of being a representative of the 
forms of the constitution, is a masquerade, a mum- 
mery, a piece of buffoonery, used to ridicule every 
form of government. A phantom conjured up to 
fright propriety and drive it from the isle ; a spec- 
tre, to whicli, as to Banquo's ghost, it might be 
said, 

* Ayaunt, and quit my sight r Let the earth hide thee ! 
Thy bonee are marrowleae, thy blood is oMd, 
Tbaa heat no speculation in tfaoae eyea 
That thoQ dost glare wiOi r » 

In adopting Fox's words, that the limitations of the 
legency went to establish a republic, and that it 
woikd have been the manher way to caU for a repub- 
lic at once, Burke burst into a strain of lofty scorn, 
which may have suggested the famous apostrophe — 
^ O calunmiated crouders ! O tame and feeble Cer- 
02 
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vantes !"— in Foz*s letter to tlie decforB of WcsU 
minster. 

"A republic! do I hate a republic t No. But it 
cannot be speculated upon, according to the princi- 
^es of our constitution: I love, I adore the true 
principles of a republic ; but is ibis the mode of in- 
stituting a republic ?" 

** O republic, how art thou libelled! how art thou 
prostituted, buffooned, and burlesqued! O fabric! 
built after so many ages, and cemented by the blood 
of 86 many patriots, how art thou degraded ! As wdl 
might it be said that the creatures of the opera-house 
were representatives of heroes, the true and perfect 
Caesars, Catos-, and Bmtuses, as that strange and 
jumbled chaos the representative of a real republic !^ 

The India bill had been the death-blow of the ori- 
ffinal whigs ; the regency question was all but the 
death-blow of the party wluch assumed the name. 
Disunion and discredit fell upon them from that hour ; 
opposition lost its final hold on the national confi- 
dence ; and though partisanship was still active, and 
profession as loud as ever, the empire looked upon it 
thenceforth in its true light, that of a mere combina- 
tion to drive ministers from their places, and to usurp 
them in their own persons. The three leaders oi 
opposition were equally conscious that their cause 
was lost, and this consciousness was not relieved by 
the feeling that any one of them had exhibited the 
prudence essential to great successes. Fox's asser- 
tion of the extravagant right of the prince had given 
the first advantage of the field to his antagonist. 
Sheridan's still more obnoxious threat of roysd ven^ 
geance had imbittered the constitutional offence by 
personal indignation; and Burke's wild indulgence 
m the impulses of an uncontrollable fancy had daas- 
ftled his friends to the edge of a precipice, from 
which to retreat was ignominy, wmle to advance 
was ruin. 

There can now be no doubt that the triumph of 
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oppositionwotddhavebeeiiiihedefeatoftiietaw; and 
that the doors of parliament might as yrtXL be cloaed 
at once, when an unlimited regent, in his own mis- 
interpreted right, set his foot upon the step irf the 
throne. 

Burke's dissatisiaetion was well known; and a 
brief but sufficiently expressire record of it is pie* 
served in a letter to his Irish friend. Lord Chaile- 
mont.* " Perpetual failure," said he, '*e¥en thoui^ 
nothing^ in that failure can be fixed on the improper 
•choice of the object, or the injudicious choice of 
means, wOl detract every day more and more from a 
man's credit, until he endswimout success and without 
reputation. In fact, a constant pursuit even of the 
best objects, without adequate instnmientsy detfaeta 
something frcmi the opinion of a man's ludginent. 
This, I think, may in part be the cause of the inac« 
4ivitj of others of our friends who are in the Yigour 
of life, and in possession of a great degree of lead 
and authority. 

'* I do not blame them, though I lament that state 
4>f the public mind in which the people can eonsider 
the exclusion of such talents and Tirtues from their 
a^rvice as a point gained to them. The only point 
an which I can find any thing to blame in these friends 
is, their not taking the effectual means, which they 
certainly had in their power, of making an honoui^ 
-able retreat from their prospect of power into Repos- 
session of reputation, by an effectual defence of 
themselves. There was an of^rtunity which was 
not made use of for the puipose, and which coidd 
iscarcely have failed of tummg the tables on their 
adversaries." 

Sudi are the bitter fruits of political ambition 
'even in a noble mind, instinctively repellent of aH 
the basenesses, that, while they stimulate the pae^ 
isions of meaner spirits, envenom their pmashment 
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Bmke knew no^bm^ of those feelings vbich strew 
scorpions on the pillow of the artificial and perfi- 
dious ; yet this is the letter of a vexed heart, ready 
to exclaim that all was vanity. . But his triumph was 
to come; and the time was now fast approaching 
when, with prouder objects in view than the strug- 
f^ for the naitow distinctions of office, he was to 
stand forth the champion of the surviving rehgion, 
manliness, and loyalty of Europe ;, a li^ht to Eng- 
land, and a redeeming honour to her legislature and 
herpeoide. 

The king's recoveir had closed the contest in the 
English parliament ; but the luckless fortune of Ire- 
land reserved her for one of those blunders which 
are supposed to be indigenous to the soil. The Irish 
parliament had acknowledged the unlimited right of 
the regent almost by acclamation. There never had 
been a more precipitate worship of the rising sun. 
The Irish mkusters were overwhelmed by this rush 
of new-bom allegiance, or sufiered themselves to 
swell the tide. All was principled hypocrisy and 
magnanimous defection; and the holders of office, 
the wearers of blue and green ribands, and the bear- 
ers of gold keys, black rods, and white sticks, ex- 
ulted in being able to give such costly attestation of 
their new faith as the sacrifice of their badges on 
the altar of the regency. But from fraud the pro- 
gress is easy to mountebankism, and from folly to 
faction. In the midst of this carnival of party suc- 
cess, perfidy began to fix its eye on darker objects ; 
murmurs were heard that were little short of treason, 
'the key-note of rebellion was touched more than 
once in this chorus of new-bom loyalty ; and in the 
wild resolutions of the Irish whigs, and their still 
wilder speeches, were first founded those just alarms, 
which predisposed the English cabinet to the calami- 
tous measure of the Union. 

But, whatever might have been the original plot 
of the drama, it finidied in characteristic burlesque. 
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The last scene of the tragedy found a salMtitate in 
farce. The lord-lieutenant havingr naturally refused 
to make himself a culprit by forwarding the ** reso- 
lutions," an embassage from the lords and commons 
was sent with them to London. The deputation 
reached Lon^n, and made their first bow to the 
prince, a week qjfler the annonneement of the kind's 
convalescence I Thus ranished into thin air we 
fabric of place, pension^ and general spoil, which 
patriotism had erected with such triumphant antici* 
pation. The rewards of the deputies were, a mcious 
answer from the prince, informing tliem that they 
were too late, and the shrinking tlumks of the Irish 
parliament, conscious that it had committed an irrepa- 
rable folly, and trembling through all its limbs at Uie 
just indignation of the throne. 

But the first mfiiction was the laush of the em« 
inre : caricatures of <* the six deputies riding on buUs,** 
and satirical squibs and verses of every kind, were 
poured upon this unhappy failure. Some of thaw 
fiports of scorn may be still remembered. 

EFIGBAM.— Th> Buu.-]ln>BRJB. 

Thoof h Pats vn fluned fbr qMHtive acvUs, 

.Thin flsat aU f^ats surpasses : 
For, not content witb breeding bnUs, 

Tbtmt bulls aiB rode by imm«. 

THE GLOBIOUS HALF-DOZEN. 

Six roffnes bave enme orer oar pockets to piek. 

Ana dispocto of their second-hand ware : 
To play the bulRion, to jump, tumble, and tridc, 

But they've oorofr— the day after tkefair. 



Productions like those are made only for the mo- 
ment ; but one more, as giving the names of the 
commission, must be quoted. It is obviously founded 
on Horace's Ode, " Pcutor quum irdkeret,^^ 



169 OSOBOB THB FOURTII. [1788. 

THE PROPHECY. - 

When the packet tf er the tid« 
Bore lerne's patriot pride, 
Harry Grattan's delegates. 
Pregnant with a naUon'? fUes, 
Pondering all on bribes and places, 
Bbldng all, all kinds of flwses, ^ 
Seheroes of native thievery brewing, 
Scoundrels, made for ibolrf nndoing ; 
WhUe along the loaded deck 
Sickening lay the Iraman wreck, 
Right beneath the pUot's nose 
From the wave a phantom rose » ^^ . 
Bull-necked, bteckrnioothed, w^ertlostod, 
Stiil buff-vested and bhie-coated; 
Round of beUy, round of chin, 
Tims began the shape of sm. 



\ 



- AMod, from the land of — --. _ 
Ere your cargo this way passes, 
Whfle your worshipshave an w. 
Bear your true-blue Prophet, near . 
Hear me, every par^ Jj^k ! 
Scoffed at ye shall all come mci, 
Scoffed at as the tools of tools. 
All incorrigible fools ! 

« Hear me, purse-bound, lack-braloed Leittiler ! 
Model of an ancient 5>ig«t« ; 
Hear me, mountebank (yNeili, 
Tied to every rabble's tail^ 

Hear me, ConoUy ! the prims 

Of talkers against sense and time, 
Hear me, sullen Ponsenby ! 

Thou of the place-hunting *fB ; 

Hear me, Stewart, of beaux supreme^ 
Thywlf thy everiasting theme, 
Bold defter of the wave 
(Thlne's a terra firma graTe) ; 
Hear me, simpering Charlemont, 
With thy Machiavellian front. 
With thy opera lisp and smile, 
Israelite that knows no K^^ 
Compwnd soft of softest cant, 
Ttetkm'sgevtlefigaxani. 

-Hear me, dotorfs, one «ad ^- 
Sudden scorn ahaU on youlmi, 
Langhter feUow on your track, 

Taiyoor Ma sWn withw wtece. 
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Not t dtenar ilir your pallia, 

Not a BtiTer for your gains ; 

im, though naked, not ashamed, 

AU yoor patriot llres are tamed; 

Till your molv-bepelted eoals 

Wish your aenders at the poles, 

Corse the hour they first harangued, 

And toof to see them drowned or haoged.* 

Then before their spell-boaiid Tiew 
Dited the pAantom buff and blue- 
Laughter m>ni the CunlMrian fdeks 
Ifingled with the name of Fox ; 
Langhter fttnn the British main 
Came with clanks of lash and chain ; 
Laughter in the te&Bpest*a nar 
Rolled firom cloud, and sea, and shore. 

The consternation of the ministerial deserters in 
Ireland was boundliess, and for once they were not 
disappointed. They were cashiered in all directions. 
Office was cleared of every timeserver of the whole 
tribe ; and the minister was justly said to have 
''made more patriots in a day than patriotism had ever 
made in a year." Sheridaji's brother Charles, the 
Irish secretary of war, was among the culprits, and 
was cast out like the rest. But his faU was soft- 
ened by some unaccountable job, which gave him a 
pension of 1200/. a-year, with a reversion of 300/. to 
his wife ! 

In England the king's recovery broke up as many 
dreams of office as were ever engenderea between 
inanity and selfishness. Opposition had cut royal 
latroaage into suits of every shape. Every parti- 
an, and every partisan's partisan, was to be provided 
>r ; and the whole loose and pauper mob who hang 
1 the ^drts of politics, were each to find a covering 
r bis multitude of sins. To take the sin^e in- 
uice of Sheridan himself; he was ta have the 
^asurership of the navy ; an ofiice totally unfit for 
{ careless habits. But this was not the limit ; his 
>theF-in^law^, Tickell, an idler, was to have a seat 
>ar}i9JQaeiit i and his associate, RichardsoDi another 
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idler, was to have a conunMsioraenhip of stamps* 
Who can regret that those caterpHlars were shaken 
off the public tree ; or that the objects of a party, 
which tnus linked itself with avarice and intngue, 
were defeated 1 The man must be fertile in tears 
who could grieve that an association for the purposes 
of plunder should be deprived of the pubtic spoil; or 
that mercenaries should be stripped of the honours 
due only to patriotism and virtue. 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Prince'i Marriage. 

The regency question drove the prince from poli- 
tics. No experiment could have been more disheart* 
ening. Fond of popularity, he saw it crush his la«t 
hope ; relying on the wisdom of his friends, he saw 
their councils ignominiously bai&ed, their c<mnexion 
threatened by personal jealousy, and the great anta^ 
gonist of both prince and party raised intoimdisputed 

Eower; while, attached to his royal father by duly, 
e found his personal conduct the object of reproof, 
and his defence answered only by more open dis- 
pleasure. 

The residt was disastrous to himself, to the kingw 
dom, and to the king. It abandoned him to pursuits 
8tm more obnoxious than those of public ambition. 
It encouraged his natural taste for those indulgenoes 
which, however common to wealth and rank, are in 
all their shapes hostile to the practical values and 
high-minded purposes of life ; and it embarrassed his 
circumstances, until, pressed- by creditors, and en- 
tangled by a multitude of nameless perplexities, he 
wsdfeted hiBB»elf to be urged into a marriage, fonned 
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wHlumt reapect or attacfament^ and endinred in IMac^ 
mm and vexation until its close. 

It was said, that at this period a proposal was made 

to mioifiters by the jnrince to accept the viceroyalty 

of Ireland ; a 8iti]atK>n for which he would have been 

hig^y fitted, by his attachment to its people, and his 

general knowledge of its habits and interests : but 

the proposal, if ever made, was discountenanced* 

An application was ne^^t forwarded to the kinff for 

militaiy rank : but the prince still remained a colonel 

of dragoons, while all his royal relatives were ad* 

vanced to the highest stations of the service. Cha* 

grin might not unnaturally have seised upcm the 

mind of any man>thus in early life stO|^d in all bis 

efforts for distinction ; and no trivial Uame must faQ 

upon the councils by which the heir of the crown 

was virtually consigned to either indolence or enor. 

For some years he abjured all appearance o£ po» ' 
litical feeling. He received the nobility and publie 
persons sumptuously; but with something like a de- J 

termination to forget on what pohtical side they i 

ranged. He spent the chief part of his time at I 

Brighton ; came occasionally to Carlton House ; sig- 
nalized his presence by a ball or a dinn^ ; and then, 
having done his share as a lei^der of the fashionable N 

world, galloped back to Brighton, and amused hinv* 
self with pursuits that cost less trouble. 

Here he was not companidnless, though the times 
had changed in which his table was the scene of the 
highest discussions of public life. With pohtical 
hope the leading names of opposition had disap- 
peared, and their places were fiUed up by individuals 
chiefly remarkable for their submission to the tastes 
of their royal entertainer, or their personal eceen-> 
tricity. Occasionally guests of a higher rank ap« 
reared; and among those were the late Duke of 
Orleans, the Prince de Leury, and other foreign no- 
demen. 
The Duke of Orleans had. visited England soqm 
P 
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years before, nominally on a tour of pleasure, bat 
more probably by an order from the French cabinet^ 
which had already suspected him of sowing disaffec- 
tion in the court. He had been summoned back to 
France by an order of the king, after a few months' 
absence, and returned, laden with English fashi<ms, 
and followed by a train of race-horses, English 
jockeys, and a whole travelling establishment ; which 
ne displayed, fo the horror of the ancient regime of 
jackboots and diligences ; to the infinite deli|rht of 
the Parisians, who read liberty in this invasion of 
Newmarket caps and dock-tailed horses ; and to the 
universal popularity of the Anelomanie^ which in the 
Parisian intellect implied En^ish boblmaking, bet- 
ting, prize-fighting, and the constitution. 

In return, the duke had assisted the prince with his 
knowledge of play ; and considerable sums were lost 
at the Pavilion. From thi», a transaction arose, in 
which, under the various names of a loan, a debt, 
and a present, the duke was said to have made an 
offer of a large sum to his royal highness: but -the 
offer was finally declined, by the advice of Sheridan 
and the Duke of Portland. 

In 1789 the duke visited England for the last time. 
France was exhibiting symptoms of distmbance, 
which made his presence hazardous to the court; 
and under the pretext of a mis^on from the king, he 
was ordered to leave Paris. But the national as- 
sembly were already kings of France, and their pass- 
port too was necessary. It was at lengtli granted ; 
with no slight astonishment that the leading regene- 
rator should leave his country at the moment when 
she was on the wing, ascending to the third heaven 
of political perfection. But France had another race 
of kings, higher than even the national assembly, 
— ^the poissardes of Boulogne. Those legislators 
seized the royal envoy, nullified the king's commis* 
sion on the spot, put the passport in tl^ir pockets, 
and marched him to his hotel, where they placed a 
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?uard over him, until they should send a deputation 
from their own body to the national assembly. The 
deputation returned, bearing the national sanction. 
The iishwomen expressed themselves satisfied; the 
3risoner was let loose,— fortunate if he had been 
;aught by tliis example the madness of popular li« 
3ense ; and was received in London with great dis- 
inction by the prince and the chief nobility. 

The bewildered career and unhappy fate of the 
Duke of Orleans are now matter of history. He 
vas bom in a hazardous time for a man of weak un- 
lerstanding, strong passions, and libertine principles. 
—The monarch but a grown child : the queen, esti« 
nable but imperious, full of Austrian " right divine,** 
md openly contemptuous of the people : the court 
jealous, feeble, and finding no resource for its weak" 
less but in obsolete artifice and temporary expe- 
lient : the nobility a mass of haughty Kflers, a hun- 
Ired and twenty tliousand gamesters and intriguers, 
mblic despisers of religion and the common moral 
>bHgations by which society is held together; chiefly 
)oor, and living on the mendicant bounty of the 
;ourt ; worthless consumers of the fruits of die earth, 
^et monopolists Of all situations of honour and emo- 
ument ; and by their foolish pride in the most acci« 
lental of all distinctions, birth, — ^by their open mean- 
less of solicitation for that last livelihood which a 
nan of true dignity of mind would seek, a depend* 
jnce on the public purse, — and by their utter useless* 
less for any purpose but that Of filling up the ranks 
>f the army, — ^rendered at once weary of themselves 
md odious to the nation. But beyond those central 
projecting points in the aspect of France, those frag* 
nents of the old system of tlie monarchy, the politi* 
ian saw a wilderness of living waves, a boundless 
ind sidlen expanse of stormy passions, furious aspira* 
ionis, daring ambition, and popular thirst of slaugh* 
er ; a deluge, rising hourly round the final, desperate 
efuge of the state, andsoon to overtop its last pinnacle^ 
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But the Duke of Orleans was not to see this con^ 
summation. He returned to France ; was seized by 
the men of liberty ; condemned without a hearing 
by the votaries of immaculate justice ; and murdered 
ca the scaffold by the purifiers of the crimes of law- 
givers and kings. 

The son of that duke has now peaceably ascended 
the magnificent throne which dazzled the ambition 
of his father. Whether France will long suffer a 
king, may be doubtful. But, while his claim is that 
of the national choice, entitled, by an exertion of 
extraordinary courage, justice, and moderation, to 
the disposal of the throne, we must rejoice that 
France has dHained a man of virtue, and that such 
a man should be endowed with so illustrious an op- 
portunity of redeeming his name, and of spreading 
tiie benefits of wisdom and, power to mankind. 

A remaikable personage visited England at the 
same time, the Due de LauzuUi the finished repre- 
sentative of the French noblesse of the higher order. 
Of great elegance of manners, and of striking talents, 
but utterly {urodigal and unprincipled, he was the 
chevalier whom Grammont would have delighted to 
draw, if his pencil could have touched the man of 
fashion with a shade of republicanism* Lauzun re- 
mained ondy a few months m England ; but a French- 
man is a rapid pupil, and in those months he became 
the most matchless Specimen of the Anghmanie thai 
had ever captivated die glance of Pahs. 

Yet one step more was necessary to perfection* 
He retired to Passy, a village in the suburbs, and 
there commenced philosopher. He had succeeded 
to the title of Biron, and was for awhile the wonder 
of the pre-eminent sons of science and freedom, who 
enjoyed his classic banquets, and exulted in the ar- 
rival of the golden age. But the republic was now 
mounted en its ear, and rushing, with fiery wheels. 
over the frontiers of rival states, and the necks of 
potentates and anoies* Bixon became au avowed 
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cpublican, was placed at theliead of an axmy, fought 
ind conquered ; was suspected, was seized by the 
H)iiventioh, and completed the course of a revolur 
ionary general by dying on the scaffold. 

He finished his career in the dramatic style of his 
ountry, en h6ros. Revolutionary justice suffered 
10 stigma of the ** law's delay ;" and the ceremonial 
eldom consisted of more than the criminal's pro- 
louncing his name, and the tribunal's ordering his 
xecution. The scaffold followed the exampk of 
he tribunal, and the condemned were generally put 
death within the next five minutes. In Biron's 
istance, there was the delay of a whole hour ; and 
.e used it to exhibit the epicurean ease which dis« 
Lnguished the wits and sages of the era. 

On returning to his dungeon, he ordered oysters 
nd white wine. While he was indulging over this 
nal meal, the executioner entered, to teu him that 
the law could wait no longer." " I beg a thousand 
ardons, my friend," said the duke ; ** but do me the 
onour to allow me to finish my oysters." The re- 
uest was granted. " But I had foi^t," observed 
tiron : " you will have something to do to-day, and a 
lass of wine will refresh yOu : permit me to fUl one." 
'he offer was graciously accepted. " Again, I had 
)rgot," added the duke ; " there is our mutual friend, 
le turnkey." The turnkey was called in; three 
lasses were filled ; the three were drunk off—cl la 
inte ; and in a few minutes after, the head of this 
ay libertine, traitor, and philosopher was rolling on 
le scaffold. 

The prince's marriage now became the national 
)pic. . The Duke of York had already been married 
Dme years,* but was still childless : and the king, 
aturally anxious to see an undisputed succession. 
Eld leave his descendants masters of the throne, 
wrongly urged the heir-apparent to select aMrife 

♦ OcMber, 1791. 
P8 
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fjrom ^e rayal familief of Europe ; and thus give 
a pledgee to tne empire of that change of habits, and 
that compliance with the popular wish, which, in 
those days of revolution, might even be essential to 
the public safety. 

No advice could have been more startling. His 
royal highness had often declared, that he would not 
give up " his free, unhoused condition'* for any wo- 
man on earth : and he had even peculiarly turned to 
scorn those forms of princely msurriages, which pre- 
clude previous knowledge on both sides ; and avowed 
ymseli^ in the plainest terms — a '^ rebel to royal 
matrimony.'' 

But the embarrassment extended further than the 
princely breast. The first announcement of the pos- 
sibility of his marriage threw the whole female world 
into confusion. Fa^on trembled through all her 
thrones. In our present intangible state of female 
influence, it is hopeless to conceive the supremacy 
asserted by women of rank fifty years ago. Even 
our novelists, with all their eagerness to give pun- 
gency to the manners of the great, can find notning 
for public curiosity beyond the commonplace echo 
of an elopement, or the childish canvass for the en- 
tt^e of a ball-room. Our journals, the ** brief ab- 
stracts and chronicles of the time," represent all 
women in the higher circles as givii^ head and heart 
to the domestic purpose of Securing, opulent alli- 
ances, the matrons for their daughters, and the 
daughters for themselves. But the fashion of the 
last century was of another mould. 

London then saw a constellation of female lumi- 
naries, any one of which would throw our modem 
stars into profound ecUpse. Each had her peculiar 
source of homage. The Dutchess of Devonshire 
gave the most sumptuous entertainments, and by her 
elegance and accomplishment sustained a long reign. 
The Dutchess of Gordon, handsome in her youth, 
had become a bd-esprit when she ceased to be a 
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beauty ; and aliv^ra said tb« dererest, and oftin the 

keenest things, with the easiest air of any high-bom 
wit since the days of him 

" Wbo never ndd a fbolish tliiiif , 
Nor ever did a wiae aao.'* 

The Dutchess of Ruthind, who, happily, still lires* 
and still gives evidence of that beauty which once 
made her the " rose of the fair state ;" was then, by 
universal acknowledgment, the loveliest woman of 
the English court; and completed the celebrated 
trio, to whom the first homage of every man who 
aspired to the praise of taste was paid, and of whom 
it was said in a popular epigram, — 

Cone, VuiMy leave yoor hills and deito; 

You'll aaera jom dowdy goddeeaee, 
If <mee yon eee cor Engliah beltee, 
. For all their gawnm and boddicea. 

Bmea Juno Devon, all aublime ; 

Minerva €k)rd<m'fl wit and eyes ; 
Sweet Ratland, Venus in her itrime : 

Youll die bef(»« yoa give the jmze. 

The age of English poetiy had perished, and we 
were to wait long for its revivaL But, in the inter- 
val, every one wrote verses ; and the essential tribute 
to a reigning belle was a poetic panegjrric upon her 
attractions. If an English beauty could have be^i 
overwhelmed, like Tarpeia, by her ornamental tri- 
butes ; the women of rank of the last century must 
have died under a superabundance of verse. Fortu- 
nately, nothing is more evanescent : but an ode by 
Sir Hercules Langrishe, a popular member of thB 
Irish house of commons, — ^a favourite every where, 
and familiar with all that life has of the graceful 
and the gay, is among the surviving examples of this 
pla3rful courtesy. The subject is not of the heroic 
ordier, — a gnat*s stinging the lady. 



r 
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TO HER GRACE THE DUTCHESS OF VVTUJOk 

As poor Anacraon bleeding lies 
Fnnn the first glance of Stella's eye«^ 
Too weak to fly, too proad to yield. 
Or leave an undisputed fidd^ 
He rallies, rests upon Ins araM, 
And reconnoitres all her charms. 
Vainly he foncies, tiiai by peqiing 
Through ail the beauties in her keeping. 
He may, in such a store, collect 
The healing balm of one defect. 
One feeble point, onie ihulty spot, 
By Nature's forming hand forgot, 
Or left, in mercy, a defence 
Against her soft omnipotence, 
wliich apnms philosopher nor sage. 
Nor tender youth nor cautious age. 
He viewed her statttre towering hi^ 
The liquid lustre of her <ye, 
The rosy beauties of her Tnouth 
DifiVising sw eetness like the south ; 
He viewed her whole array of charms, 
Her swan-like neck, her polished Arms ; 
He looked through every rank and file. 
The look, the sigh,. the grace, the smile. j 
No advaotageous pass was lost. 
No beauty sleeping on its post ; 
But all was order, all was forois,— 
A look was victory of course. 

At length an incident arose 
That flattered him with lesser woes : 
The bold intrusion of a fly 
Bad closed the lustre of an eye. 
And given bim hopes that, thus bereft 
Of half her rolendour, what was left 
He might resist or else evade. 
Or co(M his passioD in the shade. 
But while he thrills beneath her glanod, 
He sees another foe advance ; 
The snowy arm*s sublime display 
Wu raised to chase the cloud away. 
He felt how frail Is h(^, how vain : 
The vanquished lustre cane again ; 
Tlie living ivory supplied 
The splendour which the eye denied. 
So Savoy*s snowy hills arise, 
And pierce the clouds end toaeh the likiaa, 
And scattering round the silver ray« 
Give added brightness to the day. 

Thus disappointed in his dream 
Of imperAiction in her frame. 
The lover ventures to explore 
Om final, fbud expedient more. 
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« Mm* loTef«> cfM be alwsy* VUidr- 

Have I no reAige in lier mind? 

Can I no female error trace 

To heal tlie miMstatelk of bar fliee; 

One tax, one coontervailing duty. 

To twianee her aiMwunt o^ Maaty ; 

One aaTln; iUblerbalnir (hall, 

One fmnropriety of tliongtati 

To lend itfl medicinal ai<^ 

And cue the woawte ber eyea ktve nadaf* 

Preewnptnona thooffat ! I viewed onee mart 
The blaxe that dazsled me beftne, 
And aaw thoae very eyea impart 
A aoni, that aharpened every dart, 
With every rich endovnnent fraught. 
The tender care, the generaua dm^M; 
The aenoe of each exalted doty. 
The beauty that waa more than beaoty; 
• The wish, en every anOe impr ea a' d. 
To make ail happy, and one bleal ! 
Ilie whole waa aoftnesa mixed with Ion*, 
The arrow ftathered from the dove. 

Finding no hope of aalh retreat, 
I yield contented to my ftte ; 
I unrehietttit drag the <$baiB 
And in the poMion loae the pain ; 
Feei her aweet bondage all ao light, 
Her fetters til so soft and bright, 
That, vain and vaaqniahed, Imvat tmtk 
I never wish to lay them down. 
Nor longer stmgs^e to be free : 
Such chains are worth sH liberty ! 

Ilie amunmcement of a stranger, who was to be 
higher than the highest of thoee glittering and impe- 
nous nders, produced a uniyeisal tumult. But there 
were others^of inferior rank and more diq>utable 
meritSy who had deeper reasons for alarm; and pulv 
he report gave them the discredit of a determmed 
eonsmracy against the peace and honour of the f^ 
ture Princess of Wales. 

Bren in the purer circle of the court, discussions 
arose which boded ill for her tranquillity. Theking* 
who was much attached to his sister, the Dutchess 
of Brunswick, had proposed her daughter^ the Prin« 
cess Caroline Amelia Elizabeth ; and, in the first ix^ 
flanoe, had conreq[K>nded with the court of Bmns^ 
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wick on the subject, where the prospect was con- 
templated with exultation. The queen, not less at- 
tached to the honour of her own connexions, had 
proposed her niece, Louisa Princess of Mecklenburg^, 
afterward so distinpiished and unfortunate as the 
Queen of Prussia. Yet there was still a third to be 
conciliated, more interested and more reluctant than 
either, the future husband. But he had a pressure 
upon him which no resolution can finally resist : he 
was overwhelmed with demands upon his income ; 
his creditors were gathering round him again ; that 
querulous and persevering eagerness for royal anec- 
dote which had harassed so many of his earlier years, 
was again invading his private life with tenfold ani- 
mosity; and at last, in an evil hour, he gave way, 
and suffered himself to be announced as the suitor of 
the Princess Caroline. The king immediately sent 
a formal intimation of his wishes to the couit of 
Brunswick, and the marriage was decided on. 

Still, every thing in this union seemed destined to 
be adverse. While the Duke and Dutchess of Bruns- 
wick were unmeasured in their delight at seeing the 
succession to the British throne in their familv, and 
themselves the probable ancestors of a race of kings ; 
the princess was said to exhibit no trivial dislike to 
the match. Amonr the innumerable rumours which 
SobX in the atmosphere of courts on such occasicms, 
it must be difficult to detect the truth ; but it was 
openly asserted, that she had already formed an at- 
tachment to an individual in the ducal service ; and 
the following letter was puUished, purporting to be 
a declaration of her feelings to a German lady re«- 
siding in England. 

^* You are aware of my destiny. I am about to 
be married to my cousin, the Prince of Wales. I 
esteem him for his generosity, and his letters be- 
speak a cultivated mind. My uncle is a good man, 
and I love him much; but I feel that I diall never 
be happy. Estranged from my connexi<ms, friends. 
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and all I hold dear, 1 am about to make a penna^ 
nent comiexion. t fear for the consequences. 

" Yet I esteem and respect my future husband, 
and I hope for great kindness and attention. But, 
alas ! I say sometimes, I cannot now love him with 
ardour. I am indifferent to my marriage, but not 
averse to it;, but I fear my joy will not be enthu- 
siastic. I am debarred from possessing the man of 
my choice, and I resign myself to my destiny. I 
am attentively studying the English language. I am 
acquainted with it, but I wish to speak it with 
fluency. I shall strive to make my husband happy, 
and to interest him in my favour, since the fates 
wiU have it that I am to be Princess of Wales.*' 

Whether this letter be authentic or.not, it is pro- 
bable that it gives a true transcript of this unhappy 
princess's mind. The prince's perplexities, too, 
might be less public, but they were not less trying; 
and, by that strange balance which so much equal- 
izes the variety of human condition, there were pro- 
bably but few in England, even of "the waifs and 
strays of fortune,'* who would have had reason to 
envy the pomps and honours of two beings appa* 
rently {Aaced on the golden summit of prosperity. 

But the prince's natural good-humour soon re- 
turned, and he submitted to necessity like a philoso- 
pher. The princess's portrait had been sent to him, 
and he made a point of praising it. On one occa- 
sion, he showed it to an intimate friend, and asked, 
with some seriousness, *^What he thought of it!" 
The answer was, " That it gave the idea of a very 
handsome woman." Some observations followed, 
in wMdii the homely but expressive phrase of "buy- 
ing a pig in a poke" happened to escape. "How- 
ever," said tiie prince, after a pause, " Lennox and 
Fitzroy have seen her, and they tell me she is even^ 
handsomer than her miniature.'' 
. The newspapers, which, of course, collect much 
detail that natorally soon perishes, gave long ao- 
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eofints of the royal marriage, and are still the best 
authorities for the public impression at the time. 
One of those says : — ^''The Princess of Brunswick, 
to whom his royal highness is shortly to give his 
hand, is twenty-fiye years of age ; her person is very 
pleasing, and her accomplishments are exquisite. 

''The first thought of the prince's nuptials origi- 
nated some time ago with an exalted personage, 
who had the first interest in seeing the prince esta- 
bljshed; and it was accordingly lunted to him, but 
in so delicate a manner as to leave it entirely at his 
option. Juvenile pursuits at that time suspended all 
mrther discourse about it ; till one day his roysk 
higlmess, praising the person and accomplidmients 
of the Princess Mary before the Duke of Clarence, 
the duke observed, she was very like the Princess 
of Brunswick, whom he had the honour of knowing 
and conversing much with. The prince grew more 
inquisitive upon the subject ; and the duke so satis- 
fied him in all particulars as to afford him the hq;h- 
est gratification. 

*^ The affto seemingly dropped for this time; but 
on the morning of a late great gala at Windsor, be 
mentioned it to a great personage, who was de^ 
lighted with the proposal ; it was instantly commu« 
nicated to the queen, who felt equal satisfaction : it 
was then agreed to keep the matter entirely out of 
the cabinet till it was in some train of farw a r d ness, 
which was strictly complied with ; and the first no- 
tice the ministers of state had of it, was an official 
notice to prepare for the embassy the fomis, requi- 
sitions, &c 

** Presents and marriage favours, to a great 
amount, are preparing for the princesses, &c., as 
well as marks of his royal highness's remembrance 
to several persons of both sexes about the court. 

** The Princess of Wales (we may now call her 
•0) is esteemed one of the best hazpsidiord per- 
fbimers among the royal families on the continent. 
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The prinee being passionately fond of mtmc^ har* 

rumy will of course be the order of the day. 
*^ Carlton house is furnishing for the reception of 
lie royal pair, with aO possible magnificence and 
espatch. An estimate has been made of the whole ; 
nd our readers will form some idea of the expen- 
ive grandeur of this new establishment, when they 
re informed that the Princess of Wales's dressing- 
)om alone amounts to tw^ity-five thousand pounds. 
*^ There hai^ been made up, intended as a present 
om the Prince of Wales to the princess when she 
rives, a most magnificent cap, on which is a plume 
imitation of his highnesses crest, studded with 
illiants, which play backwards and forwards in the 
me manner as feathers, and have a most beautiful 
feet. It is now at a banker's in PaU Mall, carefully 
3ked up. 

" The betrothed consort of the Prince of Wales is 
a middling stature, and remarkably elegant in her 
rson. Her appearance at court is majestic, but 
companied with a sweetness and affability of man- 
rs which rivet the admiration of all who behold 
r. Her eyes are intelligent, her countenance 
fhly animated, and her teeth white and regular. 
r hair, of which she has an amazing quantity, is 
a light auburn colour, and appears always dressed 
a simple but elegant style. Her taste in every 
t of dress is equally graceful ; so that there is no 
ibt but she will, on her arrival in this country, be 
standard of fasliionable dress and eleeance.*' 
The king's speech s^t the opening of me session 
1795, gave the first official knowledge of the !»- 
ded marriage. 

I have," said his majesty, ** the greatest satisfac* 
L in announcing to you the happy event of the 
elusion of a treaty of marriage of my son, ijm 
ice of Wales, with the Prineess Caroline, daugh- 
of the Duke of Brunswick. The ccxistant prooft 
iTour affection for my person and family persmde 
Q 
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me that ytm Mrill participate in the sentimenta I feel 
on an occasion so dear to my domestic happiness; 
and that you will enable me to make provision for 
tmch an establishment as you may think suitable to 
the rank and ^j§pnity of the heir-apparent to tho 
^ crown of Aese kmgdoms.'' 

The princess at leng^ left Brunswick, attended by 
an escort, and the principal persons of the courU — 
Iliose Ifrho were inclinea to discover the future in 
omens, found ill fortune predicted in every point of 
her journey. It was commenced in- the depth of 
winter ; and within a few days was stopped by the 
sudden indisposition of the Dutchess of Brunswick, 
who had intended to accompany her daughter to the 
shore. The embarkation was to have taken place at 
Helvoetsluys ; but before the princess could reach 
Osnaburg, it was. announced to her that her route 
must be changed, as the fleet had left the Dutch 
eoast. She tlien had no resource but to take up her 
abode in Hanover. At last, on the anival of the 
squadron off Cuxhaven, she embarked,* after having 
qsent three months of a German winter on her jour- 
ney. Even her voyage was a specimen of the in- 
clemency of our climate; and fogs, billows, and 
gales were her first salutation to the British shore. 

The princess arrived at Greenwich on Sunday at 
lioon;t and the virtue of the congregations was said 
to have been severely tried by the shouts and tumult 
in the streets. In some instances curiosity overcame 
decorum, and the preacher was left with a thinned 
audience. After a short stay at the house of the 
governor, Sir Hugh Palliser, the princess proceeded 
to London, attended by her ladies, and among the 
rest Lady Jersey ! The roads and brides were covered 
with people, who received her with acclamations ; and 
hi4his species of triumphal entry she passedalong until 
she reached her apartments at St, Jajnes's* The Prince 
of Wales, always observant of courtesy, waited on her 

*llarebS6a705. t April » 
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instantly, with all the Tisible ankmr tA a lovw, 4 

emented her on her aiTival, her appeaarance, and her 
owledge of English, and asked permission to cUne 
with her. In the evening the royal family visited 
her, aird the king was animated in his congratular 
tions. The party did not break up till near midnight. 
It was the English family party which his raajeilty 
loved ; and his honest and hospitable Joy communi- 
cated itself to all round him. 

Among princes, the hopes and fears of the passions 
are brief; and his royal highness had but three da3r8 
for romance ; for, on the third* from the arrivsd of 
the princess, he was summoned to St. James's to be 
married! 

The ceremony had every adjunct of royal mag* 
nificence : the bride came, covered with jewels, with 
a diamond coronet on her brow, and attended by four 
daughters of nobility as bridemaids. Lady Mary Os* 
borne. Lady Charlotte Spencer, Lady Caroline Vil* 
liers, and Lady Charlotte Legge. The prince next 
appeared, in the collar of the garter, and attended by 
two unmarried dukes, Bedford and Roxburgh.— 
Hirough the whole ceremony the king's gratification 
was palpable. He peculiarly attended to the bride ; 
and when the archbishop asked the usual que8tion« 
" Who giveth this woman to be married to this man 1" 
his majesty went hastily forward to the princess, an4 
taking her ha;nd in both his, affectionately gave her 
to her husband. 

But another ceremonial of a sterner nature was to 
come. The prince had acceded to the royal com- 
mands, on a promise that his debts should he dis-* 
charged. The king's natural and becoming wish to 
see a change in ihe habits of his heir,, the peculiar 
importance of rescuing royadty from public imputa:* 
tion in a period when the revolutionary spirit was 
aseeking offence against all thrones, and the humane 
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Beceflsity of relieving the imiltitade of creditors who 
might be mined by delay, had urged him to the 
promise. The statement of the debt was laid upon 
the table of the house of commons. It was formi- 
dable. 

l>aMonir«rioiHi«ciixitifl«,aadbettiiif intflcwt .... 15004^71 19 I 

Tndemwn^lHlls nnpftid 89,745 00 

Tradennen's bUla and arrears of establisbmeQt, ttom 
lOlborOet. 1794, to April 5di, 1705 93,573 S3 

^43,890 4 4 

The only paUiative of this expenditure is, that his 
royal higluiess knew but little of its extravagance, 
and had probably not so much actual enjoyment of it 
as many an English gentleman with a tenth of his 
income. He was surrounded by individuals whose 
interest it was to keep him in the dark relative to his 
own aflairs; in his rank, he could scarcely be ex- 
pected to in<][uire very deeply into household details, 
or to scrutinize tradesmen's bills ; and those to whom 
the duty naturally fell, had sagacity enough in their 
own objects to take care that even if he had scroti* 
nized them, he should have been not the less plun- 
dered. One instance of this system of wholesale 
spoliation may serve as an example of the rest : his 
farrier's bill, for horse medicine and shoeing, was 
40,000/. 

The condition on which the prince had yielded to 
the royal will was now to be performed; and the 
proposal for li<}uidating his debts was ushered in by 
one of the minister's ablest speeches.* The king 
had sent a message to the legislature, calling on it 
to enable him to form an establishment for the newly 
married pair ; but adding, that the first point was to 
relieve the prince from l5s embarrassments, as until 
then he could derive no advantage from the settle- 
ment. The message stated also, Uiat the only mode 

*AprU87,I79» 
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hi<^ the king eonlem^ilea of iwyiiig the ^bt 
as, by deduotng a portiDn of the pnnce^s proposed 
come, and by haBiding^ o^er tiie revemies of the 
Itchy of Cornwall for a eertaeiii period for the use of 
e creditors; inally, a pledge was to he given against 
I future recurrence of debt. 
The measure was neeessair; but no time could 
,ve been more unfortunate for the demand. The 
tion was fretted with the faihores of the French 
IT, and was doubly initated at the taxes which 
ery session imposed ; angry opmions on govemr 
;nt liad been eagerly spread through the nation; 
i imbecility of the BourtxHUs was made a charge 
ainst all sovereigns ; the during doctrines, seconded 

the memorable military successes, of the new re- 
blic, were already influ^acing opinion in idl coun- 
es; and England seemed on the terge of some 
)at and fatal change. The prince's embarrass- 
;nts now gave a new tc^ie to the declaimers, and 
i debates in the house were -long and acrimonious. 
1 the motion for the committee on the messagfe, a 
midable axray of the county members appeared 
opposition i and Stagey , inember for Lancashire, 
verted in strong terms to the former message, iA 
i7, and the promises then made relative to the 
nce's obligations. But there was no remedy ; and 

minister, with whatever reluctance, was com- 
led to persevere, 
[lie heads of the proposed estahtishment ^ 



inaal iaeorae of Uw pntioe, eadiwlTe of Uie dotciiy ^ 

Cornwall, to be raised to aS5,000 . 

vels and plate for the marriage 28,000 

rfinishiiicCadtoa House IK^OOO ' 

'he revenue of the dutchy was 13,000i^. The ac- 
lulation during the prince's minority, &om 17asto 
^, was 233,764/. ; and for the liquidatieQ of the 
;, a sum of 78,000/. a-year was to be appn^riated. 
this proi)osal were appended clauses providing 
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for the future pmictual discharge of the anears, and 
for making over Carlton House to the crown, with 
the furniture, as an heir-loom. A jointure of 50,000/. 
a-yearwas settled on the prmcess. 

The discussion continued nearly three months he- 
fore the public, and during the whole time the feelings 
of party within and without the house were in a per- 
petual ferment. The Duke of Clarence, who had 
seldom taken a share in tiie debates, attracted pablic 
notice by the generosity and boldness with which he 
adopted the cause of the innocent sufferer, the 
Princess of Wales. 

J " Whatever may be thought," said he, •* of the 
stipulations for the payment of the debts, there is at 
least one individual who ought not to be exposed to 
this harsh and stem inquisition, — a lovely and amia- 
ble woman, torn from her family; for though her 
mother is his majesty's sister,* she must still l^ said 
to be torn from her family, by being suddenly sepa- 
rated from all her early connexions. What must her 
feelings be, from finding her reception in this country 
followed by such circumstances, when she had a 
right to expect every thing befitting her rank, and 
the exalted station to which she was called f 

The princess herself, unused to inquiries into the 
conduct of courts, was alternately uimgnant and de« 
Jected, declaring, that *^she would rather live on 
bread and water in a cottage, than have the cha- 
racter and conduct of the royal family*, and especially 
of her husband, thus severely investigated." Oppo- 
sition, disheartened by perpetual defeat, was now 
almost reduced to Fox and Sheridan ; who, however, 
with more than their usual prudence, pointed out the 
only way of rational extrication ; and with even more 
than their usual boldness, assailed higher authority 
than that of ministers. But Sheridan, animated by 
every motive that could kindle his passions or his 
genius, — ^attachment to the prince, vexation at the 
turn of fortune which had cast him immeasurably 
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leyond the hope of public honoms, and tlie still 
stronger offence of being charged with sharing the 
3lunder of the prince's income, eclipsed himself. 
The house was kept in a state of unwearied admira- 
ion by the biilliant variety of powers which this ex- 
raordinary man displayed night after night ; in tlM 
nidst of a life of that alternate embarrassment and 
excess, dreamy indolence and exluiusting luxuryi — 
hat ague of the mind, which most rapidly exhausts 
uid emasculates the intellectual frame. 

The fragments of those speeches which still re- 
nain can only do injury to the reputation of the 
freat orator. Yet« shattered as they are, they now 
ind then exhibit some trace of the master hand. 

'^I disdain,'' said he, ^'all this trifling and quib- 
iling with the common sense of the nation. Let the 
»eople not be deceived by our taking the money put 
f their pockets as a royal income, and pajdng it 
ack as a royal debt. >To-nig^t it is not my inten- 
ion to vote either way. This seetns to surprise 
ome gentlemen opposite ; but, to those who make 
p their minds on all questions befitre they come into 
he house ! some surpriise may be natural at my not 
laking up my mind after I am in it. 

" The debt mmt be paid immediately, for the dig- 
ity of the country and the situation of the prince, 
le must not be seen rolling about the streets as an 
isolvent prodigal. But the puMic must not be bnr- 
ened with the pressure of a hair, in affording him 
lat relief. 

''In the course of these discussions, gentlemen 
ave applied strong language to the conduct of an 
lustrious prince. But there are other high and 
lusiriout characters, who, in future discussions, 
lust be told as plainly what the pulAic have a right 
> expect from diem, and what their conduct ought 
) have been on tiie present occasion, however un-" 
racious the task may be." 

The plan in Sheridan's contemplation was, tliatsn 
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advance should be made from tiae piivypurBes t>f tii* 
king aad queen, and that the incomea of the aineeaie 
places should be thrown in. 

^ The king's privy puise waa 60,0002., the qneen\9 
50,000/.; and all their houaes aad paraphernalia 
were now finished and furnished. The first and most 
natural feeling of a parent would be to make some 
sacrifice to retrieve the imprudence of a aoa." Ha 
then pounced vnpoa the £^ecures;—** places whidi 
add to neither the dignity of the crown nor its 
strength. Let a committee of trustees be appomted, 
in wlu>m might be placed the sinecure revenues after 
the death of their present holders* Poaterity would 
look back with gratitude to the arrangement, and with , 
wonder that such idaces ever existed. This would 
be the way to make our constitution staUe, and to 
prevent the wild system of Jacobinism from under* 
mining or overturning it. While we wew apilMng 
our blood and wasting our money in support of coa* 
tinental monarehy, this would be a rational resource ; 
and prove that monarchy, or those ^nployed under it, 
could show examples of self^enial, and do something 
for the benefit of the people. This would add lustre to 
the crown ; unless, indeed, ministers might think that 
it shcme with lustre in proporticm to the gloom that 
surrounded it, and that a king U magn^oent as his 
iuifjects became miserable I 

— '' There is one class who love the.constitutioiii 
but do not love its abuses. There is another who 
love it, with all its abuses. But there is a third, b 
large and interested party, among whom I do not 
hesitate to place his majesty's mimsters, who love 
it, for nothing but its abuses! But let the house, 
the best part of our constitution, consider its own 
honour. Let us destroy the sinecures. Let us build 
the dignity of the prince on the ruins of idleness and 
corruption, and not on the toils of the industrious 
poor, who must see their loaf decreased by the dis* 
eharge of his encumbrances." 
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To the charge of sharing in the prince's expendi- 
ire he gave the most distinct denial. ^He had 
ever accepted any thing, not so much as a present 
f a horse. He scorned the imputation, and would 
ave it to defeat itself." He repulsed with quick 
ircasm the attacks made on him m the course of the 
abates by the minor antagonists, who had rashly 
3lunteered this proof of their ministerial devotion, 
olonel Fullarton had said, in a kmg and desultory 
)eech, that the prince's councils were $ecreily guided 
^ Sheridan. After contemptuously retorting the 
large,—" I, the secret counsellor of the prince ! I 
ive never given his royal highness a syllable of 
]vice, in which I did not wish it were possible to 
ave the king standing on one side, and the people 
f England on the other;" he proceeded to repay the 
)lonei :— 

" As to certain portions of the honourable gentle- 
an's speech, some of the sentences, I actuuly be- 
3ve, no gentleman in this house understood, nor 
)uld understand ; and the only solution of the pro- 
em is, that somebody must have advised him to 
-spare a speech against what he conjectured might 
i said to-night. ' He had rifled the English language 
find out proverbs and trite sayings ; and had so 
chly enveloped his meaning in metaphor, and em- 
illished it with such colouring, as to render it to- 
lly unintelligible to meaner capacities." 
Rolle had called him to order. He did not escape, 
leridan told him, " that he was not at all surprised 
hear himself called to order by that honourable 
ntleman ; but he should have been very much sur- 
ised to hear any reason for the call from that ho- 
urable gentleman." Even to Pitt, who had, on 
e occasion, made no other reply to his speech than 
Dving to adjourn, he flung down the glove. — "I 
ike no comment on the indecency of moving to 
joum, when the public relief is the topic. To 
sire the gentlemen on the of^posite side to mako 



190 0Bomm VMM rt^w^ru, [1705, 

provision for the ptisme by a reduction of useless 
places, would be to amerce themselves. For my 
part, I never digught them capable of any folly of 
the kind." 

The prince at length interposed, and by Anstruther, 
his solicitor-geiieral, sent a message 4o the house, 
declaring ''his acquiescence in any arrangements 
which it might deem proper with respect to his in- 
come, and its appropriation to the payment of his 
debt& He was perfectly die^)osed to maks any 
sebatement in his personal establishment that was 
considered necessaiy." The princess oomcided la 
the message ; and the p^oeemngs were closed by 
three bills.* The Ist For preventing future Princes 
of Wales from incurring debts. The 2d. For grants 
ing an establishment to the prince. And the 3d. 
For the princess's jointure. Commissioners were 
next appointed for the examination of the debts. 
The creditors were paid by debentures, with interest 
on their claims ; and the term of nine years was 
fixed for the final payment. Many of the claims 
were rejected as groundless, many were largely re- 
duced as exorbitant, and a per centage was token off 
the whole. Thus ended a proceeding in which the 
minister's sagacity had failed of satisfying the natiout 
the creditors, or the prince. Sheridan's ^vice would 
have led to a course more generous and more popu- 
lar. The debt ought not to have been brought before 
the nation. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Royal SiparaMan. 

In the period of the prince's yetirement, before 
nd after his marriage^ several incidents occurred 
hich brought him, from time to lame, into the pre- 
mce of the puUic. Some of them exhibited that 
ant of caution which was the source of his chief 
3xations tli^ugh life ; but all bore the redeemin|^ 
laracter of his originsd good-nature. 
Prize-fightings had become a popular, and even a 
shionable amusement, by the patronage of the no- 
lity and the Duke of Cumberland. Brutal as the 
ibit is, and inevitably tending to barbarize the peo- 
e, it was for a while considered a peculiar feature 

British manliness. The prince adopted this pa- 
iotic exhiMtion, and was honoured accordingly ; but 
16 display, at which a wretched man was beaten 

death before his face, gave him so effectual an 
ipression of championship, that, with honest indig- 
Ltion, he declared '' he would never be present at 
ch a scene of murder again.'* 
The Lennox duel not less exhibited his good feel- 
g. The offence received by the irritable colonel 
IS of the most trivial nature. The attempt on the 
e of the son of his king, and who might himself yet 
his king, was a public crime ; and if Colonel Len- 
xhad killed the Duke of York, nothing but the 
;rcy of that duke's grieved parent could have saved 
n from an ignominious death. But the result 
IS fortunately bloodless, and the king seemed to 
nk it a matter of etiauette to overlook the 
me. But Uie Prince of Wales was unable to 
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restrain his fediings; and on the first meeting with 
Colonel Lennox at court, he expressed his displea- 
sure in the most pointed manner, consistent with the 
presence of royulty.* 

The transaction with Jefierys, the well-known 
jeweller, was one of ^ose instances which made 
tiie prince's connexion with Mrs. Fitzherbert so 
perpetual a source of disaster. Nothing could be 
more trifling than the transaction itself— a loan of 
1600/., whi^ was repaid at the promised time; but 
the circumstances imder which it was borrowed, 
— ^to save Mrs. Fitzherbert from an immediate pro- 
cess at law by a creditor, who refused to look upon 
her in any other light than *' as a. woman of no rank 
or consideration in the eye of the law, as to personal 
privilege ;'' in other words, who was prepared to 
throw public contempt upon the tie by which the 
lady professed to be bound to his royal highness ; — 
at once gave great pain to the prince, and supplied a 
topic of peculiar scandal to his enemies. 

Jeflerys was obviously a person unfit for royal 
confidence. The prince had thanked him, in his 
good-natured language, for the service ; and the jew- 
eller's vanity was in^tantlly inflamed into the most 
extravagant expectations of patronage. The prince 

♦ The story was thus told in tJw newspapers. Col. Lennox, to the 
Burprife of every one, had appsared at the ball given at St Jameses on 
the k}ng*8 birth-day < 1789). ** The colonel stood np in the cooutry dance 
with Lady Catherine Barnard. The prince, who danced wi^h his sister, 
the princess royal, was so' (hr down the set, that the colonel and Lady 
Catherine were the next couple. The prince paused, lotted at the colo- 
nel, took his partner's band, and led ner to the bottom of the danoe. 
The Duke of Clarence followed his example ; but the Duke of York 
made no distinction between the eolon^ and the other siRtlemen of the 
party. When the colonel and his partner had danced down the set, the 
prince again took his slitter's hand and led her to a seat. Observing this, 
the queen approached the prince, and said, ' You are heated, sir, and 
tired. I had better leave the apartment and put an end to the dance.* 
* I am heated,* replied the, prince, ' and tired, not with dancing, but with 
a portion of the company;' and emphatically added, ' I cortabily never' 
will eountenanoe an insult ofltoed to my fluniiy, however It tnj be re- 
garded by others.' The prince's natural gallantry next day ofibred the 
necessary apology to Lady Catherine Barnard, and he * regretted that he 
sboold have caused lisr a moment's embamssment.' " 



r96»] THB ROITAL ■BPABA'tiair. 193 

as as destitute of power as any gentleman in the 
ngdom ; but he gave him all that he could give,' 
e order for the marriage jewels, whidi amoanted 
64,000/. Jefferys had» in the mean time, followed 
3 fortunes in other ways : he had become a mem- 
r of parliament, Coventry having the honour tore- 
m him ; and he had ^t length thrown up trade, and 
Dome a solicitor for place. The commissioners 
- the payment of the prince's debts attempted to 
juct ten per cent, from his bill for the jewels. 
t this he resisted, and, by the help of Erskine, ob- 
ned a verdict in Westminster Hall for the full 
ount ; which, however, he complained, was but 
tly paid. Thus he continued for years, pamphlet- 
ing, and appealing to the prince for compensation 
ich he had no power to give, and forcing the 
al name before the public in the most perplexing 
[ unfortunate manner.* 

^'he royal marriage was inauspicious ; and it was 
n rumoured, that the disagreements of habit and 
iper, on both sides, were too. strong to give any 
e of their being reconciled. Of an alliance con- 
ted with predilections for others existing in the 
ds of both parties, the disunion was easily fore- 
1 ; a partial separation took place, and the tongue 
candal availed itself fully of all its opportu- 
js. . 



"he princt's flal« of liis vtod, and retiretnent flrom Newmarket, was 
lie topic for some time. This whole affiur also is almost too 
g for record. — ^A horse belonging to his stud ran ill on one day, 
heavy bets had been laid upon his winning. But he ran well on 
ext day, wheii heavy bets had been laid on his lo^ng. Chlfliey, 
;key, was iihmediately asnailed by the losers on both occasions, 
ring plundered them; but be made an affidavit that he had won 
01. Trie Jockey Club sat in judgment on the «ne, and disbeliev- 
e Jockey, ordered that he should ride there no more. The prince, 
ing him, looked on the decision as an injostice to his servant, and 
offence to himself: he instantly withdrew tnm the course; and 
r for tbe state to which Chifhey must be reduced, gave him a 
allowance. It was impossible to believe that the prince had been 
to the tiick, if tnck there were. The chai^ was soon and totally 
iiied. 

R 
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Lady Jersey has been so distinctly eharged with 
taking an insidious share in this separation, and with 
personal motiyes for taking that share, that the pub- 
lic voice must be acquiesced in, peculiarly as no 
defence was offered by herself or her husbted. The 
. charges were repeated with .every aggravation, yet 
tbiose noble persons suffered them to make ttyeir un- 
obstructed way through society ; much more to the 
scorn than to the surprise of the country. 

The princess had no hesitation in reqtiiring Lady 
Jersey^ dismissal from the household. Her first 
demand was that this wonian should not be (wfTered 
to appear at the table, when the prince was not pre- 
sent. The request was not complied with. The 
princess next applied to the king. His majesty im- 
mediately interfered, and directed that Lady Jersey- 
should " come no more into waiting," and should be 
given up. Half of this order was complied with : 
her ladyship was dismissed from her waiting ; but 
she was not giT^n up. 

Nevei was there a more speaking lesson to the 
dissipations of men of rank, than the prince's in- 
volvements. While he was thus wearied with the 
attempt to extricate himself from Lady Jersey's irri- 
tations, another claimant came; Mrs. Fitzherbert 
was again in the field. Whatever miglit be her 
rights, — ^since the royal marriage, at least — the right 
of a wife could not be included among them ; but 
her demands were not the less embarrassing. A 
large pension, a handsome outfit, and a costly man- 
sion in Park Lane, at length reconciled her to life ; 
and his royal highness had the delight of being 
hampered with three women at a time, two of them 
prodigal, and totally past the day of attraction, even 
if attraction could have been an excuse, and the 
third complaining of neglects, which brought upon 
him and his two old women a storm of censure and 
ridicule. But the whole narrative is painful, and 
cannot be too hastily passed over. 
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On the 7th of January, 1796, the Pi^ceas Chaiw 
lotte was bom* The usual ofScers of state were in 
attendance, aud the prince was in the state chamber, 
awaiting the event with great anxiety. The royal 
infant was christened, on the Uth of February, at 
St Jameses, receiving the names of Charlotte from 
;he queen, and of Augusta fh>m the Dutchess of 
Brunswick; the sponsors were their msjesties, with 
he princess royal as proxy for the dutchess. 

A considerable number of addresses from publie 
K)dies were presented on this fortunate occasion. 
)ut the corporation of London contrived to take of- 
ence at his royal highness's expressing that, from 
he reduction of his establishment, he must be con- 
ent with receiving a copy of their address, instead 
>f the deputation. 

Birch, one of the common council, moved, upon 
[lis, ^ That the court could not, consistently with 
;s dignity, isuifer the comphment to be paid other- 
wise than in the ^sual form." The prince sent for 
le lord mayor, and stated, in apology, his reasons 
)r the refusal. The city was considered to have 
Lished punctilio as far as it could go : for the con- 
ratulations of the two houses of parliament had 
ien already presentpd in private on the same ground, 
-the state of the prince's household. 
During the dissensions of Cariton House, the king 
lid the most marked civilities to the Princess of 
r^ales, Visited her frequently, made her presents, 
rote letters to her, and on all occasions evinced his 
itermination to protect her under the difficulties of 
T circumstances. But^ unfortunately, she was to- 
lly deficient in prudence: a violent temper and a 
eble understanding laid her at the mercy of the fe- 
ale intriguers who surrounded her, with the two- 
Ld malice of personal rivalry and defeated ambi- 
>n. In defiance of all warnings, she still spoke with 
en scorn of all whom i^ suspected of conspiring 
tiinst her; and there were few whom she did not 
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suspect. Her opinions even of the royal iandly 
were highly sarcastic, and she had the folly to put 
those opinions on paper, in her correspondence with 
the court of Brunswick. 

At length a whole packet of those angry commu- 
nications was imaccounted for. They had been in- 
trusted to a Dr. Randolph, a clergyman, who was 
going to Germany; and they neyer reached their 
intended destination. But it was equally clear that 
they had reached another; and the princess publicly 
declared that they had been intercepted by Lady 
Jersey, for the purpose of being scattered among the 
royal family. Dr. Randolph was, t>f course impli- 
cated in the charge ; but the Doctor had no more to 
say than that, having changed his mind as to his 
German journey, he had returned the letters to the 
princess by the usual Brighton conveyance. The 
inquiry was hotly urged by the public, with the strong- 
est expressions of perfidy, corruption, and intrigue 
against the parties; until Lady Jersey tardily at- 
tempted to vindicate herself at the Dr.'s expense, 
by the following letter :— 

''Pali Mall. 
^ Sib, — The newspapers being full of accusations 
of my having opened a letter either to or from her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales, and as I can- 
not in any way account for what can have given rise 
to such a story, excepting the loss of those letters 
with which you were intrusted last summer, I must 
entreat that you will state the whole transaction, 
and publish the account in the newspapers you may 
^ink fit. Her royal highness having told me, at the 
time when my inquiries at Brighton, and yours in 
London, proved ineffectual, that »ie did not care about 
the letters, they being only letters of form, the whole 
business made so hitle impression on me, that I do 
not even recollect in what month I had the pleasure 
of seeing you at Brighton. I think you will agree 
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with xne, ihat defending myself from the charge of 
opening a letter, is pretty much the same thing as if 
I were to prove that I had not picked a pocket ; yet, 
in this casC) I believe it maybe of some use to show 
upon what grounds so extraordinary a calumny is 
founded. As I canik^t wish to leave any mystery 
upon this affair, yon ar^ at liberty to publish this let- 
ter if you tl^nk proper to do so." 

The matchless equanimity with which husbands 
}f rank sometimes listen to domestic imputations, 
viddb. would rouse humbler men into a burst of 
lonest resentment, may be amcmg the privileges of 
heir condition ; but Lord Jersey, at length, seemed 
o have made the discovery that a wife's reputation 
las something to do with a husband's honour: and 
is lordship came forwaid in the correspondence 
i^ith the harassed doctoh 

** Sm, — Lady Jersey wrote to you early in the last 
'eek, requesting that a full statement, from you of 
il that passed relating to the packet of letters be- 
>ngiag to her royal Mghness the Princess of Wales, 
ight 2ipp&9.T in public print. To that letter she has 
ioeived no answer from you, nor have I learned 
lat any such publication has appeared. The delay 
have been wilUng to attnbute to accident : but it 
)w becomes mv duty to call upcm you, and I do re- 
tire it of you, that an ex^cit narrative may be laid 
tfore the public : it is a justice i^ie is entitled to, a 
stice Lady Jviwft charact^ claims^ and which 
e has, sind which you have acknowledged she has 
right to demand at your hands. Your silence upon 
is occasion I shall con^der as countenancing that 
lumny which the false representations of the busi- 
ss have so shamefully and unjustly drawn upon 
,dy Jersey. I am, &c." 

Dr. Randolph finally came before the general 
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tribunal as a contributor to this singular exhibition ; 
and discussed the matter, in a letter to her ladyshipi, 
in full form. . 

" Madam, 

" I need not recall to your ladyship's recollection 
the interview I had with the princess at Brightone 
when she delivered to me the packet in question, all 
her attendants in waiting were, I believe, present, 
and the conversation generally turned upon the va- 
rious branches of her august family, and the alt^ra^ 
tion I should find in them after an absence of ten 
years. This interview,' if I am not mistaken, took 
place on the 13th of August ; and after waiting by 
her royal highness's desire till the 14th, when the 
prince was expected from Windsor, to know if he 
had any commands to honour me vnth, I had no 
sooner received from Mr. Churchill his royal high- 
ness's answer than I departed for London, with the 
intention of proceedmg to Yarmouth. 

" On my arrival in town, finding some very un- 
pleasant accounts of the state of Mrs. R.'s hesdth, I 
took the liberty of signifying the occurrence to her 
royal highness, annexing to it at the same time a 
wish to defer my journey for the present, and that her 
royal highness would permit me to return the packet, 
or allow me to consign it to the care of a friend who 
was going into Germany, and would see it safely 
delivered. To this I received, through your lady* 
ship; a most gracious message from her royal fair- 
ness, requesting me by all means to lay aside my in* 
tentions, and return the packet. In consequence of 
such orders, I immediately went to Carlton House, 
to inform mjrself by what conveyance the letters 
and parcels were usually sent to Brighton, and was 
told that no servant was employed, but that every 
day they were, together with the newspapers, com- 
mitted to the charge of the Brighton post-coach from 
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the Golden Cross, Charing Cross. On the sub- 
sequent morning, therefore, I attended at the Golden 
Cross, previous to the departure of the coach, and 
having first seen it regularly booked, delivered my 
parcel, enclosing the princess's packet, addressed to 
your ladyship at the Pavilion. Inunediately after- 
ward I set out for Bath, and had scarcely been a 
fortnight at home, when, to my surprise and mortifi- 
cation, I received the following letter from your lady- 
ship, dated Brighton, Sept. 1 : — 

** * Sib,— In consequence of your letter, I have had 

ler royal highness the Princess of Wales's com- i 

nands to desire, that as you did not go to Brunswick, ! 

iTou should return the packet which s£e had given you. ! 

[ wrote accordingly, about a fortnight ago. Her i 

oyal highness not having received the packet, is | 

ineasy about it, and desires you to inform me how i 

^ou sent the letters to her, and where they were j 
lirected. If left at Carlton House, pray call there, 
nd make some inquiries respecting them.' 

** To which letter of your ladyship I then returned 
le following answer: — 

"* Madam,— I know not when I have been more 
eriously concerned than at the receipt of your lady- 
fiip's letter, which was forwarded to me this mom- 
ig. The morning I left town, which was on the 
[)th of August, I went to the Brighton post-coach, I 

^hich I was told at Carlton House was the usual ; 

)nveyance Of the princess's papers and packets, and | 

>oked a parcel, addressed to your ladyship, at the i 

avilion, enclosing the letters of her royal highness. 1 

have sent to a friend in London by this night's post, j 

► trace the business ; and will request your ladyship, 
• let your servants call at the Ship, the inn I believe i 

le coach drives to at Brighton; to make inquiry 
icre, and to examine the bill of parcels for Thurs- 
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day, the 20th August If this prove not snecessfidy 
I shall hold it my duty to return to town, and pursue 
the discovery myself. I shall not be easy till the 
packet is delivered safe ; and trusting that this will 
soon be the case, I lemain, &c.^' 

Public animadversion was inflicted with equal 
severity on aU the individuals concerned in this luck- 
less intrigue. ^ The doctcNr was sternly asked — how 
he could have treated the trust of a person of the 
distinction, and imder the pecuhar circumstances, of 
the princess, with such apparent nonchalance ? Why, 
at the easy distance of London from Brighton, he 
had not thought proper to restore the letters to her 
own hands % Wny he had lingered so long in offer* 
ing his explanation, when the first and most natural 
impulse of any man publicly lying under so stinging 
a charge, would have been to cast it from him. 
without a moments del^y, and never desist untU his 
vindication was complete, and the charge was sub* 
stantiated against tl^ true criminals? Finally, it 
was demanded, why the people at the coach-office 
were not brou^t forward to show what had actually 
become of the packet, and into whose hands at 
Brighton it had been delivered 1 

I^y Jersey was asked — how she could have suf- 
fered so long a period as from the 20tli of August to 
the 4th of September to elapse without making any 
inquiry for the fate of a packet which she was told 
^vas to be returned, which was directed to herself, 
and which it was her duty to see delivered to the prin. 
cess ! The total improbability of its being lost was 
argued from the usual care in those matters, and from 
the attention that would be naturally paid to packets 
for the royal household. 

But here discovery closed ; the only clear fact 
being, that the letters never returned to the writer. 
Her royal highness could scarcely be supposed to 
preserve silence on a subject whi<^ however inno^ 
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cent, had so much the air of infamy. Her indigo 
nation was mibounded; she pronounced that thera 
was but one name of scorn for all the agents; 
and unhesitatingly declared that, from cireum* 
stances, and even phrases, which elapsed in con- 
versation, her correspondence must have been be- 
trayed by some malignant individual into the hands 
of her enemies. 

Hi^ majesty, with that kindliness which formed so 
large a portion of his character, made one attempt 
more to put an end to those painful disputes ; but the 
highest life is, in essentials, like the lowest ; and the 
iiazard of interfering in matrimonial differences, 
2ven though the mediator were a king, was palpably 
shown in the still wider alienation of the parties. 
A.fter a short period a separation was proposed by 
;he prince, and the princess expressed her readi- 
less to accede to the measure, with only the added 
;ondition, that the sepslration should be perpetual. 
To this his royal highness finally agreed, in the 
bllowing note : — 

" MiiDAM, — ^As Lord Cholmondeley informs me 
hat you wish I should define, in writing, the terms 
ipon which wc are to live, I shall endeavour to ex* 
>lain myself upon that head with as much clearness 
nd with as much propriety as the nature of the 
ubject will admit. Our inclinations are not in our 
ower; nor should either Of us be held answerable 
the other, because nature has not made us suitable 
> each other. Tranquil and comfortable society is, 
owever, in our power ; let our intercourse, there- 
>re, be restricted to that, and I will distinctly sub- 
;ribe to the condition which you required, through 
ady Cholmondeley, — ^that even in the event of any 
3cident happening to my daughter, which I trust 
rovidence m its mercy will avert, I shall not infringe 
16 terms of the restriction by proposing, at any pe^ 
od, a connexion of a more particular nature. I shall 
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now finafiy close this disagrreeaUe c<»rrespondeiMse» 
trusting that, as we have completely expLained our- 
selves to each other, the rest of our lives will be 
passed in undisturbed tranquillity. 

^ I am. Madam, with great truths 
" Very sincerely yours, 

« GEORGE P. 
" Windsor Castle, April 30, 1796." 

To this communicationy the piincess, after some 
interval, readied '.^ — 

"SiR,^— The avowal of your conversation with 
Lord Cholmondeley neither surprises nor offends me; 
it merely confirmed what you have tacitly insinu- 
ated for this twelvemonth. But after this, it would 
be a want of delicacy, or rather an unworthy mean* 
ness, in me, were I to complain of those conditions 
which you impose upon yourself. I should have 
returned no answer to your letter, if it had not been 
conceived in terms to make it doubtful whether this 
arrangement proceeds from you or from me. You 
are aware that the honour of it belongs to you alone. 
The letter which you axmounce to me as the last, 
obliges me to communicate to the king, as to my 
sovereign ami my fkdier, both your avowal and my 
answer. You will find enclosed a copy of my letter 
to the king. I apprize you of it, that I may not incur 
the slightest reproach of duplicity from you. As I 
have at this moment no protector but his majesty, I 
refer myself solely to him on this subject; and if my 
conduct meet his approbation, I shall be, in some 
degree at least, consoled. I retain every sentiment 
of gratitude for the situation in which I find myself, 
as Princess of Wales, enabled by your means to in- 
dulge in the fi'ee exercise of a virtue dear to my 
heart— charity. It will be my duty, likewise, to act 
upon another motive — ^that of giving an example of 
patience and resignation under every trial. 
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" DOr ne the justice to belieye that 1 shall never 
;ease to pray for your happiness, and to be, your 
nuch devoted "CAROLINE. 

" jWay 6, 1796." 

The king still interposed his good intentions, and 
lesired that the princess should, at least, reside on- 
er the sMBie roof with her husband. She had apart- 
lents in Caiiton House, while the prince spent his 
me chiefly at Brighton. But Charlton, a Tillagp 
ear Blackheath, was finally fixed on for her resi- 
Bnce ; and there, with the Princess Charlotte, and 
)me ladies in attendance, she lived for several 
ears. 

In this whole transaction the prince was culpable. 
»^ith habits of Ufe totally opposite to those of do- 
estic happiness, he' had married for convenience ; 
id, the bond onee contracted, he had broken it for 
tnvenience again. Following the fatal example of 
ose by whom he was only betrayed, he had disre* 
irded the obligations fixed upon him by one of the 
3st important and sacred rites of society and reli- 
3n; and without any of those attempts " to bear 
d forbear," and to -endure the frailties of temper 

well as the chances of fortune, which he had 
wed at the altar, he cast away his duties as a toy 
which he was tired,; and thus ultimately rendered 
nself guilty of every error and degradation of the 
happy vi^man xwhom he had abandoned, 
^fter a sechision of ten years, the princess came 
lin before the world* In 1804, her royal husband 
1 insisted on the necessity of withdrawing the 
ncess Charlotte from her superintendence ; but 

Hing was prompt in exhibitmg his protection, 
I, after some correspondence, he took the guar- 
nship upon himself. 

hit me rumours whidi had produced this discus- 
1 at length assumed shape in more formidable 
rges, wfich the piinee, by the advice of Lord 
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Tfaurlow, imbodied and laid before his majesty. A 
committee,* consisting of Lords Erskine, GrenviUe, 
Spencer, and EUenborough, examined the papers ; 
which accused the princess of guilty intercourse 
with the late Sir Thomas Lawrence, Captain Manby, 
Sir Sidney Smith, and others ; but stating Sir Sidney 
to be the father of a child by her. 

The report of the ^mmittee fully exculpated her 
royal highness of crime, simply objecting — ** care- 
lessness of appearances," and '* levity'^ m the in« 
stance of certain individuals. The king upon thi» 
declared her conduct clear, and ordered a prosecu* 
tion for perjury to be instituted against Lady Dou- 
glas, the wife of an officer of marines, who had taken 
advantage of her hospitality to excite suspicions 
which might have brought the princess to the scaf- 
fold. The child was fully proved to be the son of a 
poor woman of the name of Austin, in Blackheath* 
Lady Douglas was covered with obloquy ; and her 
husband, who aiq[)ears to have been passive on the 
occasion, was so deeply affected by the public scorn 
that he was said to have died of a broken heart. 

His majesty carried on the triumphant vindication 
to the last ; gave the princess apartments in Ken* 
sington palace, and directed that she should be re- 
ceived at court w^th peculiar attention. She ap* 
peared at the next birth-day ; and so strong was the 
national feeling, even in those ranks where it is eti- 
quette to suppress emotion, that as her royal high- 
ness passed through the crowd she was received 
with a universal clapping of hands ! 

Fortunate for her, if that day had tatight her the 
safety of ccmfiding herself and her cause to a gene- 
rous people ; doubly fortunate for her, if she had 
for ever shunned the contamination of that foreign 
residence, and those foreign manners, which aie 
alike pestilent to the honour of man and the vir- 
tue of woman* 
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/ CHAPTER XL 

The French Rrvoivium. 

Thb 'French Reyolation was the otfspring of infi* 
jlity. The tyranny of Louis the Fourteenth^ one 
' those monarchs whom Providence gives in its 
rath to nations destined to fall, had expelled Pro- 
Btantism by the revocation of the edict of NanteSt 
1683. The first punishment of this act of con* 
ramate treachery was a general war, which broke 
>wn the military character of France, extinguished 
i alliances, devastated its provinces, and sent the 
ay hairs of the persecutor to the grave, loaded 
th useless remorse, with the scorn of his people, 
d the universal disdain of Europe. 
But the sterner punishment was to come, in the 
yeneracy of the national religion. From the hour 
which Protestantism was exiled, the Gallican 
irch ran a race of precipitate corruption. It had 
t the great check ; and it cast away at once its 
naining morals, and its literature. The Jansen- 
$, a feeble reflection of Calvinism, were assailed 
the Jesuits, the concentrated subtlety and fierce- 
is of popery. But the struggle between the do- 
leering and the weak always excites the sym- 
hy of man; and tlie whole intelligent body of 
mce were summoned by the contest to examine 
) the rights of both: they were found equally 
undless. The arguments of the Jesuits were 
dungeon and the sword. The arguments of 
Jansentsts were pretended miracles, the hy- 
ic follies of nuns, and the artificial enthusiasm 
tirelings and impostors* Common sense tamed 
n both the eontroversialists with equal scorn. 
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The Jesuits finally trampled down their adversa- 
ries ; but they had scarcely time to feel their triumph 
when ruin fell upon themselves. Their ambition had 
prompted them to the lofty insolence of mastering 
the thrones of Europe. Conspiracy and assassina- 
tion were the means. ' Icings ^st length took the 
alarm ; and by a simultaneous resolution the Jesuits 
were overthrown, amid Die general rejoicing of man- 
kind* 

But when the natioiMil eye was fiokmger di»mtf!t«d 
by the minor conflict of the sects» it was raised Willi 
new-bom astonishment to Itie enormous fabi^ of tiM 
Gallican church itself. All Prancfe suddeidy rang 
with one uproar of scorn a:nd Sibhorrence at the in- 
ordinate power, the shameless coitaption, the con* 
temptible Actions, and llie repulsive mummeries of 
the establishment. Like the prophet, the people had 
been led within the curtains of the dark chambers, and 
seen the secret abominations of the shrine ; but not 
with the righteous indignation of the prophet, but 
with the malignant joy of accusers who triumphed 
in their power of blackening all religion with the 
smoke of its abuses, they proclaimed the discovery 
to the worid. 

It is not to be forgotten, as an Illustration of one 
of the greatest moral truths, that the French church 
found that guilt is weakness. It was utterly unequal 
to face the day of peril. It still had, hung up in its 
hallis, the whole consecrated armour in which it onee 
defied the hostility of kings and people, the sword 
with which it had cloven down the diadem, and the 
shield with which it had blunted, for ages, every lance 
of the chivalry of freedom. But the nerve and mus- 
cle that might have borne them were long withered 
by indolence and vice. The ** falchion of Scander- 
beg was there, but where was the arm of Scander- 
begl'* The merciless warrior was now the "lean 
and slippeied pantaloon;^ while his assailant had 
started up from the serf into the strong-limbed savage. 
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iM with uuBoleitt nTenge, and raTeaing fior blood 

nd i)liu)der. 

It is among tho most memorable iacts of iatel- 
ctual decJUioey that of the forty thousand clergy of 
ranee, not one man of eonapicuous ability wa$ 
>u8ed by Uie imminent danger of his church. like 
flock of sheep, they relied on their numbers ; and 
e in&del drove them belcNre him hke a flock of 
leep. While the battlements of their gigantic 
lureh were rocking in every blast, there was no 
^ of manly precaution, none of generous self-ex-p 
siue for the eommon cause^ and scarcely any evea 

that wise suspicion which is the strength of the 
iak. Tli^y took it for granted that the church 
>uld last their time, and were ccHnforted. 
The pride of the day was distinctimi in literature ; 
t the whole eedesiastical body of France saw th# 
36 run, without an effort for the prize. They sat 
apped in their old recollections, on the benches of 
i amphitheatre, and looked on, without alarav 
die a new generation of mankind were trying 
iir athletic lis^, and stimulating their young amn- 
ion, in the arena where they had once been unri- 
led. Raynal, and the few clerics who distin* 
shed thoaaiselves by authorship, were avowed 
sts or atheists; and ostentatious of thar com* 
te, if not Gontemptuous, separation from the esta* 
shment. 

The last light of ecclesiastical literature had glim- 
red from the edls of Port Royal ; but, with the 

of the Jansenists, "middle and utter darkness'' 
ae. I>uring half a century no whrk of public 
ity, none c? popular estimation, none of genius^ 
le which evinced loftiness of spirit, vigour of uu' 
standing, or depth of knowledge had been pro- 
ved by a churchman. 

["he consequence was inevitable and fatal. The 
awe of the church's power was changed into con« 
ipt for its understanding. Ten thousand rant«f 
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wene made in the fabric, still tiiey let no light t^n 
the voluntary slumberers within. The reTolution- 
aiyroarechoed through all its chambers, but it stirred 
no champion of the altar. The high ecclesias- 
tics relied upon their connexion with the^ourt, their 
rank, and the formal homage of their officials; 
shields of gossamer against the pike and firebrand of 
the people. The inferior priesthood, consigned to 
obscurity, shrank in their villages into cumberers of 
the earth, or were irritated into rebels. The feeble 
contracted themselves within the drowsy round of 
their prescribed duties ; the daring brooded over the 
national discontents and their own, until they heard 
the trumpet sounding to every angry heart and form 
of ill in France, sind came forth, a gloomy and despe- 
rate tribe, trampling their images and altars under 
foot, and waving the torch in &e front of the grand 
insurrection. 

The partition of Poland, in 1773, had insulted the 
Dublic honour and the Christian feeling of Europe. 
Ko act of ambition had ever sprung more directly 
from the spontaneous evil of the human heart. The 
destruction of an impotent throne, and the havoc of 
a helpless nation* were destitute of all the ordinary 
pretexts of state necessity. The country poor, the 
people half barbarian, the government already pow- 
erless for all objects of aggression, Poland had long 
been incapable of giving rise to fear; but it excited 
the deadliest and most unrelenting passion of all 
that make a serpent's nest of the human heart — covet- 
ousness. ' Pr^sia, Russia, and Austria entered into 
the foulest conspiracy against a nation on recoid, 
and tore Poland limb m>m limb. But while the blood 
of her unfortunate people was still red upon their 
hands, they were to be punished by the aggression 
of a power unheard of in the history of vengeance, 
the impetuous power of popular phreoffp^ ; France, 
bursting from her old dungeon, and wild, furious, 
and revengeful aB ever was unchained madness,**-at 
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nee Mktimg ^gmm oa bera^, and destnictioa or 

11 in her pafi, — was let looie against them, a naked 
tiapeof eyilt brandishing its fetters, and qNreading 
;rror and desolatioQ through the world. 
Christianity was maligned for the guilt of the 
>yal eoni^rators against Poland. But the three 
ere open mfidels; Frederic from his selfishness 
id perfidy, Catherine from her personal proiOigacy, 
id Joseph from his frigid metaphysics and perhaps 
sordered mind* But Sie charge came in the exact 
me to gire the last sting to the growing hostility of 
e continent againaC sceptre and shrine. . The snort 
terval of quiet that followed the partition was only 
preparative for that accumulation of calamity 
iiich France was to bring Uppamankind ; a cataract 
living fire, checked on its height for the moment, 
ily to rush down with irresistible ruin. 
France first cleared herself of the encumbrances 
her gDvemment and priesthood; tore to the 
rth palace and monastery, chateau- and chapel 9 
)wed down, with a desperate hand, her nobles and 
r clergy, and tossed their remnants to all the 
nds of heaven; and then sent out her fourteen 
nies to lay waste every surrounding state ; the 
w Saracens of Europe, carrying their doctrine at 
i sword's point, and demanding that all should be 
iverts or captives,— republicanism the policy and 
\ religion of mankind. 

it was in no presumptuous desire to guide tlie 
ath of Heaven, that men looked for some terrible 
ributjon on the conspiratord against Poland ; ■ nor 
s it without that awe, in which the religious mind 
ens whUe the thunders of eternal justice are roll- 
above the world, that they saw a providential 
^eanee in the prostratifm of the three guilty 
^doms ; in the fugitive monarchs, broken armies, 
[ subjagated ca|^tals of Prussia, Russia, and 
;tria. But the work bore all the evidences that 
iblish to the human understandir^ the agency of 
S2 
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« mightier will than of man,--the soddeti peiptexily 
of counsel — the sudden disunion of interests-^tiie 
defeat without a cause— 4he loss of the race to the 
swift, and of the battle to the strong; while^ on the 
side of France, all the elements of ruin seemed to 
assume a new nature^ and coalesce into strength and 
victory. Rude ignorance did the work of know- 
ledge ; national bankruptcy, of wealth ; insubordina^ 
tion, wild as the waves, was more vigorous than dis* 
ciplme ; and the general upbreaking of society, the 
sword at tlie throat, the scaffold in the streets, fa<- 
mine and fend, unhoused beggary, and the hideous- 
ness of civil bloodshed,' combined and shaped 
themselves into a colossal power, that had but 
to advance its foot against the strongest bulwarks 
of the continent, and see them crumble into dust 
and ashes. 

The conduct of England in this great crisis was 
worthy of her virtue^ and her wisdom. For some 
^ears, a large mass of the people had seen nothing 
m the progress of the revolution but an advance to 
rationsd freedom. The fall of the Bastile was, un- 
questionably, an achievement honourable to young 
liberty; for, with a Bastile still frowning over him, 
no man could feel himself in the possession of those 
rights, without which the highest station of life is 
but a more conspicuous slavery. But when France 
plunged from legitimate victory into the guiltiest 
license, — ^when she mixed the cup of freedom with 
blood, and, not content with intoxicating herself 
with the draught, ofifered it to the lip oi the baae 
and saoiguinary in all nations; then England dis- 
dained the alliance, interposed her strength be- 
tween the ferocity of the republic and human nature, 
and stood in the breach for the cause of God and 
man! 

The declaration of war was one of those decided 
measures by which the character of the English 
minister was stamped for boldjiess and sikgacity. 
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Fie had not rasiiiy soHeited it ; and now, wlim iti 
expediency was clear, he prepared for it with all the 
resottrces of his great mind. He long had more 
than sufficient grounds to justily the sternest retaUa- 
ion on the republic; seizures of ships, eonfisca- 
:ions of propeity* and those innumenMe minor in- 
juries to the allies of England, which power in the 
lands of the mean loves to commit against the 
lelpless. But the open effort to excite rebellion 
vithin the pealm ; the affiliated societies, the corred- 
>ondenoe with the^crowd of demagogues, whose ob- 
>curity did not disgust the hau^ty embrace of re- 
>ublicanism, high as it held itself above the kings 
>f Europe ; and, more than all, the pledge to revola> 
ionize the world, were unanswerable justifications 
)f hostility. 

At length, the unprovoked attack on Holland, an 
illy whom we were bound to protect, and whose fall 
vould supply a fleet and a station for invading the 
British Isles, compelled the decision between a ha- 
zardous war and a dishonourable submis]Bion. The 
:hoice was no longer doubtful ; war was proclaimed 
n the midst of national exultation. And the first 
^low that was struck transmuted the popular disconr 
ent into the generous ssmiapthy of Englishmen with 
he public cause. En^and purified herself everjr 
Qoment more and more filom the principles of rew 
lublicanism, and she found the way of honour the 
vsy of safety. The great purate that had hoisted 
he signal <^ mpine and (daughter against all na^ 
ions, shrank fh»m an encounter with her stately 
orce ; roved the globe for easier spoil 5 and when, 
t last, in its vanityand arrogance, it came fairly 
nto conflict with her, found itself crushed by her 
trst broadside* 

In 1803, it was announced to the French army 
bat England was to be invaded. An immense force 
iras marched to the shorea of the Channel, fl<»ets 
ircre collected*— trqiuiports were hiiiit-^and,to nttke 
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Tiotory secnre in the efes of the soldier* the titteiair 
genius of France, the son of Fortune, Napcriieon the 
** invincible,'' was to take the commaad* In the 
preparations for mihtaTy triumph, civil b^ievolence 
too was not forgotten. The forms of the repid>Iie 
still Uved among the fond recollections of the Feeneh 
slave. Napoleon himself was but a Jacobin upon a 
throne ; and the consummate charm was given to 
the plan of invasion^ by the promise of a republicaa 
constitution on the model of the days of Robespierre* 
England was to acquire new opulence from general 
confiscation, liberty from Frmich free-quarters, and 
regeneration from universal chains. Of this re- 
public. Sir Francis Burdett had the burlesque honour 
lo be, in the judgment of Napc^eon, ^ the fittest man 
in England'^ to fill the presidential chair ! 

But nothing less than miracle will ever make a 
foreigner, and of all foreigners a Frenchman, ca9>ahlie 
of understimding the English character. Foreign 
life is essentially theatrical ; the streets are a trao- 
seript of the stage. There must be, in all things, a 
false vividness, an ab^ptness, an artificial force; <Mr 
life and the business of life loses its interest in the 
national eye. The sober vigour and noiseless reso» 
lution of the Englishman would be looked upon as 
altogether loss by the foreign craving for peipetual 
excitement ; and Napoleon made but the common 
mistake of his subjects, in eonceiving that men 
could not love their country without haranffues, and 
civic processions, and triumphal arches, and the fop» 
penes of heroes and patriots glittering in the paint 
and tinsel of the stage. 

But in England, if an insane passion for repub# 
lioanism had ever existed, it had now been cookd 
by experience; or its chief exhibitors had been 
wisely and indignantly aenU by the national justice, 
where they could hami nothing but themselves. 
Rebellion had been stripped and shorn; and could 
now show its head only to bring down the ridicnle 



ef the empire. £ven the race of the pkUo90pken 
had dwindled away, from the bold clamonrers agaxoat 
eireiy wholesome institution of the country, and every 
natural feeling of the human heart, into a meager 
muster of clubbists, the pauperism of literature, 
giving symptoms of existence only by some ob- 
scure production, to which even the virulence of its 
principles could no longer attract the general eye. 
But while those men and their followers were 
ejected, like cu^rits driven to some barren shore to 
g^ean their subsistence from the defying soil and in« 
clement sky, and dream of future luxury and reveuKe 
in the wilderness ; the power and cultivation of the 
gieat empire that had cast them out were rising to 
their height. A succession of unexampled naval 
victories at once showed where the true defence of 
England lay, and spread the national glory through 
the world. The British fleet solved the famous pro^ 
blem of the ancient legislators, — ^" How to make a 
state a conqueror, without making the conqueror 
itself a slave.** In all the ancient and modem 
governments, the soldier had recoiled upon his 
country, and overwhelmed the citizen. But the na- 
tional and peculiar force of England precluded afl 
hazard to national freedom, while it bore the most 
irresistible force against the enemy. Victory fol- 
lowed the career of the British fleet, upon her broad* 
est wing. 

But the war had done more than show the intre- 
pidity of our fleets ancf armies ; it^ad efiected the 
still nobler service of totally separating the British 
mind from the pollutions of the continent : even the 
imitations of foreign manners had become obsolete ; 
the fantastic coxcombry that has been again intro- 
duced among us by the degenerate portion of our 
higher ranks, and those diplomatic loungers who 
wear out their languid and contemptible existence in 
awkward attempts to attain the ease of foreign pro- 
fligacy, was then to be suffered no longer: the coq« 
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Ml for llie flow of Fr^M^h and Itidian 9<ittnt6bu!iJtt& 
inio Englaod was cut off. Those an-Eagilislv sphsci- 
mens of trayel, who had pla^oed and iafesied the as- 
tioB for a centiuy, who 



" Had wandered Eorape rouid. 



jiLAd' gathered every vice oa Cbristlan gnmnd;— 
Seen every coBTt, beard every kiag declare 
Hisn^ aeMeaf operas, a«d UMfigur,'* 

were laughed out of society,— were consigned, like 
the taw£y suits of the past age, to the dust and 
moths, of which alone they were worthy ; the mande 
perruqviere, as Voltaire named them, were brushed 
away before the foot of a manly generation, and 
England was herself again. 

But if Napoleon miscalculated the feelings of the 
Briti^ people, no man could have more rapidly fur- 
nished himself with the means of discovering his 
error. The taunt of invasion showed him of what 
materials the English mind was made ; its grave love 
of country^, its patient courage, its solemn and gene- 
rous conviction how much letter it is to die inarms 
than live a slave. The taunt was as the sound <^ a 
trumpet to the empire : the whole population offered 
itself S0 one man : all professions, aJl classes, men 
•f all diversities of political opinion, were prepared 
with the sacrifice of their lives. Five hundred thou- 
sand volunteers came forward in arms, ready to be 
followed by ten times the number, if a foreign foot 
had dared to insult the shore. And in this.moal 
magnificent exhibition of the strength of freedom, 
there was nothing that could degrade the scene. In 
the popular consciousness of irresistible power, 
there was no alloy of popular violence ; no insubor- 
dination in a countless host, whose w^ must have 
been law ; no bitterness against rank, where the force 
was gathered from the humblest conditions of so- 
ciety; no attempt at national spoil; no political 
clamour, where the voice of the infinite miUtitude 
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tnght have ioBtaalSy overwiielmed ibe toKee of the 
eonstitmion. The reason was, tiiat the heait was 
sincere* The cat»e of their free country was at 
pnce the in^^idse, the gaide, and tiie deliverance : 
tber foUo wed it, as the tribes followed the fieiy mllar 
in me wilderness ; and giving tliemselves wholly to 
its high leading, they passed triuniphantTy trough 
straits aiid dangers among which no omer peo]^ 
eould tread and live. 

The volunteer corps were i^iefly headed by ^he 
B«Btlemen~and nobles of highest consideration in 
neir nei^ibouihood. Among the croWd of pnblie 
persons, Pitt was coloM of uie Chlque Port volun- 
teers ; and i^e Duke of Clarence commanded a 
corps near his seat. Bushy, to whom he made a 
Spartan speech :—" My friends, wherever our duty 
calls, I will go with you, fight with you, and never 
come back without you !'* The Prince of Wales 
took a peculiar interest in this little band, and pre- 
sented it with a pair of colours, which he gave with 
a fe^ng and animated compliment to their loyalty 
and discipline. 

But in ^is national crisis he jastly felt that the 
people required something more than approval, from 
a {nince in the prime of Ufe, and who had the first 
interest in the defence of the tlirone. He had, long 
before this period, felt the offence of being thrown 
into the background, while all his r^tives were in 
the front, and occitpyiii^ higfi oppottxHttties of public 
service. He now agam applied for some military 
rank which would eniMehim to stand prominently 
beibre the public eye, and show that he too had ^e 
heart of an Englishman. 

But his request was not to be granted. It is diffi- 
cnltto conceive the political grounds of this refusal. 
The popular feeling demanded that the prince should 
exhibit a portion of that manliness which was then 
growing in the breast of every subject of the empiie. 
CkHnpliance would have given an additional grace to 
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Toyalty, in its day of trial; it would have supplied 
the pnnce with a motive for geuerous and patriotic 
exertions, wliich might have restored the old ties be- 
tween him and the higher classes of the En^ishmind ; 
and if actual public danger were to be encountered, 
it must have assisted the general cause, by abili^ 
and ardour which awaited only the occasion to dis- 
tinguish themselves. The prince, even in the luxury 
of nis life, had made himself master of the details 
of military science to an unusual degree. No colonel 
in the service kept his regiment in higher discipline; 
90- officer could manoeuvre a regiment better; and it 
was acknowledged, among military men, that there 
were few finer displays than that of a field-day of 
the corps, with the prince at their head. 

The remark of a distinguished general officer, who 
was on the ground on one of those occasions, was, 
^ that no ac^utant of ten years' standing could have 
done it better in every pomt.". The prince was fond 
of military reading: he was acquainted with the chief 
authorities on the science ; and he had often declared, 
that if he had his choice among all the ways of 
serving his country, it wpifld have been to serve her 
as a soldier. He even went further; and it was the 
opinion of those who were admitted to his confi- 
dence, that if the alternative lay between the sue- 
cession to the throne and a military command, he 
would then have gladly given up the crown for the 
sword. But even in this cherished and natural dfe- 
sire, he was. to have another instance of the mortifi- 
cations that were to pursue him through hfe. 

He first made his proposal, through Mr. Addington, 
in the following manly letter:-* 

''My 18, 1803. 

"Sib, — ^When it was officially announced to the 

parliament that the avowed object of the enemy was 

a descent on these kingdoms, it became obvious that 

the circumstances of the times required a voluntary 
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tender of our senrices. Animated by the same spirit 
which pervaded the nation at large, conscious of the 
dottes which I owed to bis majesty and the country^ 
I seised the eaiiiest opportunity to express my desire 
of undeitaking tlie responsibility of a military com- 
mand. I neither did nor do presume on supposed 
talents^ as entitling me to such an appointment ; my 
chief pretensidns are founded on a sense of those 
advantages which my example might produce to the 
dtate, by exciting the loyal energies of the nation, 
and a knowledge of the expectations 'which the pub- 
lie have a right to form, as to the personal exertions 
of their princes at a moment like the present. The 
more elevated ray situation, in so much the efforts of 
aeal should become greater. I can never forget that 
I have solemn obligations imposed upon me by my 
birth, and that I should ever show myself foremost in 
contributing to the preservation of the country. No 
oventof my life can compensate me for the misfortune 
of not participating in the honours and dangers which 
await the brave men destined to oppose the invader.^ 

This letter remained unanswered. After a week, 
the prince repeated his proposal, with an expression 
of surprise at the minister's neglect.' Mr. Adding- 
ton*8 answer was a brief note, mat the prince was 
refeired to his majesty's refusal of similar appUca- 
tions in former years ; and that his majesty's opinion 
being fixed, no further mention could be made to him 
on the subject. 

The minister had now discharged himself of the 
responsibility ; but his royal highness felt that he had 
a p€(Mic interest in making a still higher appeal ; and 
he su^itted his claims to the king, in the letter from 
whidi an extract is given : — , 



^ I ask to be allowed to display the best energies 
of my character, to shed the last drop of my b&od 
T 
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in support of your majesty's person, crown, and di^« 
nity ; for this is not a war for empire, glory, or domi- 
nion, but for existence. In this contest, the lowest 
and humblest of your Majesty's subjects have been 
called on; it would, therefore, little become me, 
who am the first, and who stand at the very footstool 
of the throne, to remain a tame, an idle, and a life- 
less spectator of the mischiefs which threateii nsy 
unconscious of the dangers which surround us, and 
indifferent to the consequences which may follow. 
Hanover is lost, England is 'menaced with invasion, 
Ireland is in rebellion, iRurope is at the foot of Fraivce. 

"At such a moment, the Prince of Wales, yield- 
ing^ to none of your subjects in duty, — ^to none of 
your children in tenderness and affection, — ^presumes 
to approach you, and dgain to repeat those offers 
which he has already made through your majesty's 
ministers. A feeling of honest ambition, a sense 
of what I owe to myself and my family, and, above 
all, the fear of sinking in the estimation of that gallant 
army which may be the support of your m^esty's 
crown and my best hope hereafter, command me to 
persevere, and to assure your majesty, with all hu- 
mility and respect, that, conscious of the justice of 
my claim, no human power can ev6r induce me to 
relinquish it. Allow me to say, sir, that I am bound 
to adopt this line of conduct by every motive dear to 
me as a man, and sacred to me as a pnnce« Ought 
I not to come forward in a moment of unexampled 
difficulty and danger t Ought I not to sliare in the . 
glory of victory, when I have every thing to lose by 
defeat! Tlie highest places in your majesty's ser- 
vice are filled by the younger branches of the royad 
family ; to me alone no place is assigned ; I am not 
thought worthy to be even the junior major'rgeneral 
of your army. 

'^ If I could submit in silence to euoh indigniticsy 
I should, indeed, deserve^uch treatment, and prove, 
to the satisfaction of ymv enemiee, and my own* 
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that I am entirely incapable of those exertions whick 
my birth and the circumstances of the times pecu* 
liarly cal} for. Standing so near the throne, ^len I 
am debased, the cause of royalty is wounded. I 
cannot sink in public opinion, without the participation 
of your majesty in my degradation ; therefore, every 
motive of private feeling and pubtic duty induces 
me to implore your majesty to review your decision, 
and to place me in that situation whicli my birth, the 
duties of ray station, the example of my predeces- 
sors, and the expectations of the people of England, 
entitle me to claim.'* 

• Public attention had been strongly fixed on the 
prince during the progress of this transaction ; and 
from the innumerable rumours which were propa^ 
gated by his friends and enemies, it became of ira- 
ponance to him, that he should be enaUed to bring 
his whole conduct on the occasion before the empire. 
The king, at least, gave him no cause to complain 
of delay. Nothing could be more prompt, nor more 
peremptory, than his majesty's answer: — 

•* My dear Son,— Though I applaud your zeal and 
spirit, in which I trust no one can suppose any of 
my family wanting, yet, considering the repeated 
declarations I have made of my determination on 
your former applications to the same purpose, I had 
flattered myself to have heard no further on the 
subject. Snoidd the implaicable enemy succeed so 
far as to land, you will have an opportunity of show- 
ing your zeal at the head of your regiment. It wiH 
be the duty of every man to stand forward on such 
an occasion ; and I shall certainly think it mine to 
set an example, in defence of every thing that is 
dear to me and my people. 

** I ever remain, my dear son, 

" Your most affectionate father, 

^GEORGE R.** 
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AfH^oation was thenceforth at an end; but liie 
imnce addressed a strong vindication of his motiyes 
to his majesty; and after some^ correspcHidence with 
the hvke of York, whom he had hastily conceived to 
be the king's adviser coi the occasion, and a remoa* 
strance on his being omitted in a list of military pro- 
motions towards the close of the year, he at length 
submitted to a necessity which, perhaps no subject 
in the empire could have felt with more pain. A final 
note to the minister put this offended reeling in the 
strongest light. The reports of invasion luui been 
loudly renewed, at a time when the prince wa« 
known to be preparing to spend the winter at Brigh- 
ton, a point which must have been considerably ex- 
posed, in die event of an enemy's force being off the 
coast. Mr. Addington* wrote a few lines to beg thai 
the journey might be delayed. The answer was spi- 
rited, soldierlike, and indignant. 

** Sir, — ^By your grounding your letter to me on 
intelligence which has just reached you, I appre- 
hend you allude to information leading you to expect 
some attempt on the part of the enemy. My wish 
to accommodate myself to any thing which you re- 
present as material to the public service, woUld of 
course make me desirous to comply with your re« 
quest : — 

^ But if there be reason to imagine that invasion 
will take place directly, I am bound bv the king'i 
precise order j and by that honest zeal which is noi 
cdlowed a/ny fitter sphere for its actiouj to hasten tW 
stonily to my resnment* If I learn that my construe* 
tion of the word intelligence is right, I shall deem it 
necessary to repair instantly to Brighton.'* 

In England there can be but few state secrets, and 
this correspondence soon made its way to the jour* 

* October tt. 



inAs* The debate, on moving^ for a committee on 
the defence of the country, introduced the prinee^i 
name ; when Tyrrwhitt, one of his household, de- 
fended Mm from the posi^ible charge of reluctancei 
hf stating the nature of his applications to the 
throne. The debate, though with closed doors, was 
immediately made public ; and the correspondence 
thus announced appeared in a few days. 

No sufficient light has been hitherto thrown on this 
inveterate rejection of his royal highnesses services. 
The personal safety of the heir-apparent could not 
have been the object ; for, at the head of his regi- 
ment,, he would probably have only taken a more 
exposed share in the struggle. Constitutional max- 
ims could scarcely have interfered ; for the prince 
neither desired to obtain an extensive command, 
nor, if he had, was the authority of the Duke of 
York to be superseded,^ but by the expiess determi- 
nation of the king. But no pariiamentary torture 
could force the secret from the minister. The only 
reply which he made to Pox*» angry demands, ana 
to the strong expressions of curiosity on the part of 
the legislature, was the old ministerial formula of de- 
fiance : *^ Nothing less than the united authority of 
the house, and' the direct commands of the king, 
should compel him to say another word upon the 
subject." The true cause was probably the king's 
personal disjdeasure, originating in his royal high- 
nes^s conduct to the pnncess. The unhappy con- 
nexion with Mrs. Fitzherbeit had continued ; and 
was, as it had begun, a perpetual source of embar- 
rassment to the prince, of regret to the empire, and 
of offence to the king. While this contumely to 
£ngHsh feeling was daily offered, there could be no 
complete reconciliation between a father who felt 
himself not more the guardian of the public rights 
than of the public morality, and a son who exhi- 
bited himself in the most conspicuous point of view 
as an offender against the great bond of society^— 
T8 
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lb{U rite to which, above a}l the -institttkMUi o{ hxkr 
inan wkdom* a hallowed sanction has been givea; 
and whose disregard has been universally the ^Nre- 
runner of national decay, as its purity and hooQwr 
have been the unfailing pledges q£ national viitue, 
prospmty, and freed^n* 



CHAPTER XIL 

Parliament, 



Tbz 9&i of parliamentary greatness was going 
down. Burke, Pitt, and Fox succ^dvely disap- 
peared; and men looked no longer to parliament 
for the (Ad noble displays of the highest ability, ex- 
erted in the highest cause. All the forms of pane* 
gyric have been so long lavished on the memory of 
tiiose illustrious statesmen, that praise would be now 
alike impotent and unnecessary. Their rank is fixed 
beyond change. It is the inseparable characteristic 
of the fame of those who are made for immortal re- 
membraj^ce, that time, which decays and darkens 
all fabricated renown, has no power over the true ; 
pr rather, that it purifies and brightens the natural 
grandeur and lustre of the master mind. The tu- 
mult, the hot and misty confusion of actual life, often 
distort the great luminary ; and it is only when years 
allow us leisure to look upward, when anothei: face 
of the world is offered to the heavens, and the orb 
has emerged from the vapours of our day, that we 
can see it in its glory. 

But time, like death, does even more than exalt 
and purify. By breaking the direct link between 
the man of gemus and his country, it gives him an 
illustrious communion with ail countries. The 
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poet, the ontor, said the hero are no l<Niger thff 
dwellers of a fragrmeDt of the globe ; they belong to 
the human race in all its boundaries ; the covering ol 
this woiid'fl clay thrown off, their renown and their 
powers are, like their own natiire» spiritualized ; they 
nave passed out of, and above, the world; ^nd from 
their immortal height they bear healing aind splen* 
dour on their wings, for all lands and all generations. 

Burke died in his 68th year,* with the calmness 
that belcmged to a hfe in which he had never done 
intentional evil to a human being, and had done dXi 
the good that the finest qualities of head and heart 
oould do to his country. His decline had been gra* 
dual, and he was fully aware that his hoiir was at 
hand. He had desiied a paper of Addison^s to be 
lead to him ; talked for some time on the perilous 
aspect of p^dic afliEurs; and then gave directions 
for his funeral. Finding himself suddenly grow 
feeble, he expressed a wi^ to be carried to his bed ; 
and as the attendants were oonvejring him to it, 
sank dQwn in their arms, and expired without a 
groan. 

Pitt died iu his 47th ycar,t First Lord of the Trea^ 
snr^, and Chancellor (k the Exchequer. An illness 
which had confined him for some period, four years 
before, had left him in a state of comparative de- 
bility. The infinite labour of office, on his return to 
powen stiU more enfeebled a frame not naturally 
strong ; and the total overthrow of the Austrian ar- 
mies at Ulm and Austerhtz, threatening the disrup- 
tion of those alliances which it had been his pride 
to form, and on whose firmness depended the safety 
of Europe, probably increased the depression of dis- 
ease. His nervous system, was at length so com- 
]^etely deranged, that for some weeks he was unable 
to sleep. His hereditary gout returned ; and after 
«ttuggllng with water on the chest, he expiredi By 
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k vote of the house of coramons, his Ihixenl wm 
at the public expense; and a monument was erected 
to him in Westminster Abbey. 

Fox died in his 58th year.* He had reached the 
prize for which he had been labouring through hfe; 
and was, at last, prime minister.f But it came only 
to escape from his hand. The fatigues of office 
were too incessant for a frame unused to labou . 
He appears to have had some presentiment of this 
s])eedy termination of his existence. On hearing 
of his great rival's death j " Pijt," said he, ** has 
sone in January, perha})s I may go in June." It 
happened, by a curious coincidence, that his disorder 
a dropsy, exhibited its first dangerous symptomis in 
June. In the middle of that mcmth he was .forced 
to discontinue his attendance in parliament. About 
the middle of the following month he became un» 
able to consult with his cofleagues. And, after the 
usual efforts of the physicians to relieve him, at the 
end of August he fell mto a state of languor, which 
continued until he died. 

It is remarkable, that the happiest period of Fox's 
Kfe was that which, on ordinaiy principles, might be 
expected to prove the most painful — ^his retirement 
iVom the house of commons. If ever man was 
bom for the boldest struggles pf popular life, •it was 
he. For almost half a century of the most biHliant, 
yet the most difficult, time of fln^and, he was fore- 
most in the popular gaze. His element was the 
legislature. Yet we see him quietly turn from Uie 
house without a remonstrance, and perhaps without 
a sigh ; begin a new career, and with books, his gar- 
den, and the occasional society of a few personal 
friends, for|;et ambition. This is an evidence of 
more than intellectual vigour. Of all the qualities 

.* At ChiawtdcSept. IS, 1800. 

t Lord GraoTille, m Fint Lord of the Tnasary, bftd tbe nemlaal 
rank; bitt Pte, jthougb 01U7 Secnury finr Fonign AAin^ bad tbi» 
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of IfwUic men, the rarest is magaaaumty. The faiev 
tones of (alien statesmen are ^nerally only histo* 
lies of the iniserabie deciepitude of human nature, 
vanity wounded to the core, and trying^ to salve itself 
by mean reg^rets, or meaner accusations, or, meanest 
of idl, by licking the dust^f the trampler's feet, aiui 
hetng content to creep up into influence again — to 
reach by reptilism a reptile*s power. 

On the Contment, aE^ overthrown statesman m 
generally like an, overthrown child ; he weeps, he 
tears his hair, he exclaims against every thing round 
him, he is undone ! When Neekar was diamiased 
by Louis the Sixteenth, no language could equal his 
despair^ He was still the most popular man in 
France, and one of the most opulent. But the losa 
of his porte-feuille ; the departed vision of bowii^ 
clerks ; the solitude of his hotel, no longer a levee 
<^ the courtiers, whom he professed to despiset 
and whom no man had gcoie further to ruin; 
broke down the financial sovereign of France into a 
discharged menial; and his delicious villa on the 
shores of the Lake of Geneva, surrounded by eveiy 
charm of earth and sky, a magnificence of nature 
that seems given to inspire grandeur into the human 
mind, was a dungeon to the cashiered minister. 

Neckar's is but one instance of the thousand. 
Evenamongthe more composed manners of English 
life, the loss of public occupation has been aiten, 
followed by the loss of mental dignity; and ita 
general residt has been either a worthless Jassitude,. 
or an eager and dishonourable compromise of prin- 
eipAe. But Fox gave up the leaderslup of opposition^ 
a rank fully equal to ^e ministerial, in the popular 
estimate; and seems to have settled down to the 
etinplest occupations of a country Ufe, and planted 
Ids flowers, and pruned his trees, and made his play- 
ful verses, and carried his musket as a private in the 
Chertsey volunteers, with as much composure as if 
be had never tasted the delij^ul draught of faBit» 
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nor soared amoiig the fiery temptations of popidar 
supremacy. 

On the failure of Lord Grey's hopeless motion for 
reform, in 1797, Fox expressed his determination of 
withdrawing from parliament. This measure may 
have been in some degree a dereliction of public 
diuty ; but it was probably adopted with the idea of 
forcing the nation to take some decided step against 
the ministry. It failed; for he had miscalculated 
the public attachment to Pitt ; and he thenceforth re- 
mained tranquilly in his solitude; realizing at St. 
Ann's Hill, a small demesne near London, the iif6 
which Horace has so felicitously sketched for him- 
self, and which, since his day, has been the dream of 
so many accomplished and weary minds ; the leisure, 
the choice literature, and the " pleasing oblivion" of 
the cares of life. Here he renewed his knowledea 
ef the classics, conquered Italian, and began iSpanisn. 
But the peace of Amiens opened France once more ; 
and Fox, making a pretext to himself of collecting 
authorities on the History of the Stuarts, but, more 
probably, with the common desire to see the changes 
wrought by the revolution, went to Paris. 

He was received with extraordinary civilities by 
all ranks ; but the chi^f featiu*e of his visit, and the 
only one that can interest us now, was his intercourse 
with the "First Consul." It is difficult to know 
whether Napoleon formed a just conception of Fox ; 
but it is evident that Fox formed, at least in the be- 
ginning, a curiously untrue one of Napoleon. Imme- 
diately on his appearance in the crowd at the Tuile- 
ries, the first consul singled him out, and held a 
marked conversation with him. " There are in the 
world," said this disposer of the fates of empires, 
^ but two nations, the one inhabiting the east, and 
the other the west. The English, French, Germans, 
Italians, &c. &c., under the same civil code, having 
the same manners, the same habits, and almost the 
■ame religion, are all members of the same family. 
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The men who would wish to light up again the flame 
of war among them wish for civil war." He con- 
cluded hy a compliment to him, as the distinguished 
friend of peace. , . 

Fox dined with him on the same day; and the 
conversation turned on the trial by juiy, of which 
Napoleon could not bring himself to approve, — *^ it 
was so Gothic, cumbrous, and might be so inconvenient 
to a government.'^ Fox, with honest John BuUism, 
told himrthat ** the inconvenience was the very thing 
for which he liked it." 

But, startling as those military opinions of justice 
between man and man might be, Napoleon succeeded 
in impressing a very high idea even of his heart ; and 
if we are to rely upon reported conversations at the. 
time. Fox declared that—" the first eonsiU of France 
was as magnificent in his ineam as in his ends ; that 
he possessed a most decided character, and that his 
views were not directed against Great Britain, but 
against the Continent ; that his commercial enmity 
was but a temporary measure, and. was never in- 
tended to be acted upon as a permanent polity; and 
that he had a proud candour! which, in the confi* 
dence of success in whatever he resolved, scorned to 
conceal its intentions.^* " I never saw," said he, ^^ so 
little indirectness in any statesman as in the first con- 
sul. He makes no secret of his designs." 

The sparkling sentences and oraeSar maxims of 
Napoleon, the novelty of the bulletin-style, had evi- 
dently imposed on his good-natured guest ; and such, 
by universal acknowledgment, was his brilliancy and 
fdMHce in conversation, tmit the only hope of detecting 
the artifice was in removing to a distance from the 
deceiver. 'But Fox, enjoyed an early and a com- 
I^ete opportunity of rectifving his opmions on this 
most subtle of men. He had scarcely entered the 
whig cabinet, when he found himself entangled in a 
mock negotiation ; saw the negotiation dexterously 
protracted until all things were r^ for the ruin of 
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Prassia ; and then saw Napoleon and Talleyrand fly 
together from Paris to the ruin, leaving his bewildered 
ambassador to be laughed at by Europe.* 

Fox?s death closed the era of parliamentary elo^ 
qnence. There have been able and animated speakers 
since ; but there are few examples of that lofty and 
original mastery of the understanding and the pas- 
sions, which characterized the public speaking of that 
distinguished time : while to the speeches of Fox, 
Pitt, Burke, and Sheridan, we still go for ihe study 
of the art, for the highest principles of eloquence 
illustrated by the highest examples. Of the compa- 
rative powers of those remarkable men, the general 
impression among their contemporaries was, — ^that 
Fox stood in the foremost rank, as a debater. His 
capacity, his manner, and his language vrerevarlia- 
mmtarVi in an. exclusive and unequalled degree. 
Pitt and Burke must have been eminent in any as- 
sembly of any age or nation, where the human intel- 
lect was to be kindled and charmed by power of 
thought and language. A Greek or a Roman audi- 
ence would have listened to either with admiration, 
and owned the influence of their flow and grandeur ; 
bat Fox was made for England, and peculiarly for the 
parliament of England. 

Innumerable panegyrics on his public abilities ap- 
peared immediately after his death. But by far the 
closest and most critical was given by Lord Erskine, 
at a distance of time which pi«eluded the immediate 
influence of partiality, and which allowed full leisure 
to compare the illustiious dead with all of surviving 
excellence. The whole passage itself deserves to 



* One of Uie plafttes of popolarUy was felt by Fox in tbe appUeattoM 
of the French artists to take his likenesti. Medalists, sculptors, and 
painters hannted bim perpetually, with all the odd irehemenee of tiaa 
national character. One sculptor bad persecuted bim to sic ftr a aiacoa. 
FOz at last itiquired whether the sitting would put him to any ineonre* 
nieneo. ** None whatever," said the Prenehman ; ** yoQ oraat only take 
off, your abirt and ^ttnaked^ till yoi| are modelled '." 
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be t rc aaur ed, as an honour equally to Fox and 
firskine. 

** This extraordinary person, generally, in rising to 
apeak, had evidently no more premeditated the par- 
ticular language lie should employ, nor, frequently, 
the illustrations and images by which he should dis- 
euss arid enforce his subject, than he had contem- 
plated the hour he was to die. And his exalted merit 
as a debater in parliament did not, therefore, consist 
in the length, variety, or roundness of his periods, 
but in the truth and vigour of his conceptions ; in the 
depth and extent of his information ; in the retentive 
powers of his memory, which enabled him to keep 
in constant view, not only all that he had formerly 
jread and reflected on, but every thing said at the 
moment, and even at other times, by the various per- 
sons whose arguments he was to answer; in the 
&culty of spreading out his matter so clearly to the 
grasp of his own mind, as to render it impossible he 
i^ould ever fail in the utmost clearness and distinct- 
ness to otheiiB; in the exuberant fertility of hisima- 
pfination, which spontaneously brought forth his 
ideas at the moment, in every possible shape in 
which the understanding might sit in judgment on 
them ; while, instead of seeking afterward to enforce 
ihem by cold premeditated illustrations or by epi- 
sodes, which^ however beautiful, only distract atten- 
tion, he was accustomed to repass his subject, not 
methodically^ but in the most unforeseen and fasci- 
Bating review, enlightening every part of it; and 
binding even bis adversaries in a kind of spell of 

involuntary assent for the time. 

• • • • • 

^This will be found more particularly to apply to 
his speeches upon sudden and unforeseen occasions, 
when certainly nothing could be more interesting 
and extraordinary than to witness, as I have often 
done, the mighty and unprepared efforts of his mind, 
when he had to encoantiBr the arguments of some 
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profound reasoner, who had deeply considered hit 

sulbject, and an-anged it with all possible art, to pie- 
serve its parts unbroken. To hear him begin on 
such occasions, without method, without any kind 
of exertion, without the smallest impulse from the 
desire of distinction or triumph, and animated only 
by the honest sehse of duty ; an audience who knew 
him not, would have expected little success from the 
conflict ; as little as a traveller in the East, while 
trembling at a buffalo in the wild vigour of its well- 
protected strength, would have looked to its imme- 
diate destruction, when he saw the boa moving 
slowly and inertly towards him on the grass. Bui 
Fox, unlike the serpent in every thing but his 
strength, always taking his station in some fixed, 
invulnerable principles, soon surrounded, and entan- 
gled his adversary, disjointing every member of hi» 
discourse, and strangling him in the iniesistible folds 
of truth. . . ^ 

" This intellectual superiority, by which my illus* 
trious friend was so eminently distinguished, might 
nevertheless have existed in all its strength, without 
raising him to the exalted station he held as a public 
speaker. The powers of the understanding are not 
of themselves sufficient for this high, purpose. In- 
tellect alone, however exalted, without strong fed' 
tnffSy without even irritable sensibility, would be only 
like an immense magazine of gunpowder, if there 
were no such element as fire in the natural world. 
It is t]ui heart which is the spring and fountain of elo- 
quence. A cold-blooded learned man might, for 
any thing I know, compose in his closet, an eloquent 
book ; but in public discourse, arising out of sudden 

occasions, he eould, by no possibility, be eloquent. 

« • , « • * 

" It has been said, that he was frequently careless 
of the language in which he expressed himself; but 
I can neither agree to the justice, nor even compre« 
bend the meaning of that criticism* He could not be 
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incorrect froTn caielessness; becftase, hamg liT^d 
from his youth in the great world, and having been 
lamiliarly conversant with the classics of all nations, 
his most unprepared speaking (or, if critics will have 
it so, his most negligent) must have been at least 
vrammaticcU^ whidi it not only uniformly was, but 
distinguished by its taste ; more than that conld not 
have beloi^d to it, without the very care which his 
habits and his talents equally rejected. 

** He undoubtedly attached as little to the musical 
intonation of his speeches as to the language in 
-which they were expressed. His emphases were the 
•unstudied effusions of nature; the vents of a mind 
burning intensely with the generous flame of public 
npirit and benevolence, beyond all control or mana^^e- 
ment when impassioned, and above the rules to which 
inijprior things are properly subjected : his sentences 
often rapidly succeeded, and almost mixed them- 
«elves with one another; as the lava rises in bursts 
from the mouth of a volcano, when the resistless 
energies of the subterranean world are at their 
height." 

- Fox's politics may now be obsolete ; his ])arii»- 
mentaiT trium^^smaybe air; his eloquence may be 
rivalled, or shorn of its beams by time; but one 
source of glory cannot be extinguished,— the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade ! This victory no man can 
take fr<Hn him. Whatever variety of opinion may 
he formed on his public principles, whatever coor 
demnation may be ' found for his personal career, 
nrhatever doubts of his great faculties ;— on this one 
«abject all voices will be raised in his honour ; and 
the hand of every man of English feeling will add a 
«tone to the monument that perpetuates his name. 
On the 10th of June, 1806, Pox brought forward his 
motion, in a speech brief but decided. " So fully," 
said he, '^ am I impressed with the vast importance 
«Bd necessity of attaining what will be the object 
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dC my motion UMiight, that if, during the fort5r 
years that I have had the honour of a seat in pariia* 
ment, I should have been so fortunate as to accom- 
plish that, and that only, I should think I had done 
enough and should retire from public life with com* 
fort, and the conscious satisfaction that I had done 
my duty." 

His speech comduded with the immortal resola* 
tion, That this Housa, ooNcnviNe the African Slavs- 

TBADB TO BE CONTRAaT TO THE PEnfCU>LB8 OV JU8T1CK, 
BUMAmTT, AKD SOUKD PQUCT, WHX, WITH ALL PtACTICA- 
BLB BXFEMTION, PROCEED TO TAKE RVVBCTUAL MEASUBXS 
FOB ABOUSHOro THE SLAVE-TRADE, UV SUCH MANNER AND 
AT SUCH PERIOD AS MAT BE DEEMED ADVISABLE." ^ 

On the divisicm one hmidred and fourteen voted 
for the measure, against it only fifteeni This was 
the last effort made by Fox. In a few days afiei; 
he was taken ill of liis mortal disease. No ormr, 
no philosopher, no patriot could have wished for a 
nobler dose to his labours. 

It must seem eztraordinuy that Pitt should have 
left this great duty to be done by another. Some ot 
his ablest speeches had been in condemnation of the 
slave-trade. He had pronounced it. a national dis- 
grace and calamity. And what man, not turned into 
a wild beast by avarice,— that passion alternately the 
meanest and the most daring, the basest and the 
bloodiest, — that passion which, of all, assimilates 
and combines tlie most thoroughly with the evil of 
perverted human nature, — ^but must have looked 
upon tliat trade with horror 1 ''This," exclaimed 
Burke, *^ is not a traffic in the labour of man, but in 
the man himself." It was ascertained that from 
seventy to eighty thousand slaves had been carried 
from Africa to the West Indies in a single year ; and 
with what misery beyond all calculation! What 
agmiies of heart, at the utter and eternal parting 
fnm friends, kindred, and home ! What indescriba^ 
ble torture in the slave-ships, where they burned 
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imdBr the trofiical dny packed in dens, without room 
to move, to stand, or even to lie down,— chained, 
scourged, famished, withering with fever and thirst: 
human layers festering on each other ; the dead, the 
dying, the frantic, and the tortured comp re ss ed to- 
ffether like bales of merchandise; himdreds seizing 
&ie first moment of seeing the light and aii, to ilinff 
themselves overboard; humhredi dying of griely 
thousands dying of pestilence ; and the rest, even 
more wretched, surviving only for a hopeless capti- 
vity in a^ strange land, t:> labour for life under the 
whips lof overseers, savages immeasurably more 
brutal and debased than their unfortunate victims ! 

With what eyes must Providence have looked 
down upon this tremendous accumulation of guilt, 
this hideous abuse of the power of European knoif • 
ledge and wealth over the miserable African; and 
with what solemn justice may it not have answered 
(he cry of the blood out of the ground ! Ttie veo- 
geanoe ei Heaveii on individuals is wisely, in most 
instances, put" beyond human discovery. But for 
nations there is no judgment to come, no great after* 
reckoning to make aU straight, and vindicate the 
ways of God to man. They must be punished here ; 
and it might be neither difficult nor unproductive of 
^e best knowledge,-^ the Christianas faith in the ever- 
waking and resistless control of Providence, — to 
trace Che punishment of this enormous crime in Eu- 
rope. The slave-trade periiaps lost America to Eng- 
land, and the crime was thus punished at its height^ 
and within view of the spot where it was committed. 
But our crime was done in ignorance ; the people 
of this kingdom had known little of its nature ; and 
they required only to know it, to wash their hands 
of the stain. It may have been for this reason, that. 
of adl unsuccessful wars, the American was^the least 
marked wi^ national loss; and that, of all ab^ 
scissions of empire, the ind^3endence of the United 
States was the moet rapi<% ecmvcMted into natioiiai 
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a^tvantage. But it is apoa the kkigdonis wliicdi» ia* 
the face of petfect knowledge^ in ecom of remon* 
stranees that might wake the stones to feel, m 
Ireacherous evasion of treaties, in defiance of even 
the base haigains in which they exacted the money 
of this country to buy o£f the Uood of ths Africaoi 
have still carried on the trade, that undisgoised and 
unmstigated vengeance may have feUen, and be still 
fidhng. 

The thitee great slave-traders whom it has been 
found impossible to persaade or to restrain an^ 
France, Spain, and Portugal. And in whatcircum- 
stances are the colonies for whose peenliar support 
this dreadful traffic was carried ont France has to- 
tally lost St. Domingo, the finest colony in the world, 
and her colonial trade is now a cipher. Spcdn. has 
lost all; Portugal has lost alL Mexico^ South 
America, and the Brazils are severed from their M 
masters for ever. And what have been the especial 
eakuntties of the sovereigns of those countries t 
They have been, all tl^ree, expatriated, and the only 
three. Other sovereigns have suffered temporary 
evii under the chances of war ; but Fi-ance, SpaiBy 
and Portugal have exhibited the peculiar shame of 
three dynasties at once in exile: — the Portuguese 
flying across the sea, to escape from an enemy in its 
capital, and hide its head in a barbarian land; — ^the 
Spanish dethrcmed, and sent to display its spectacle 
of mendicant and decrepit royalty through Europe | 
•^and the French doubly undone ! 

The first effort of Louis XVIII. <Mihis re8toratioii» 
was to re-establish the slave-trade* Before twelve 
months were past, he was fiying for his hie tQ the 
protectioa of strangers ! On the second restoraticNt 
the trade was again revived. All representations oC 
its horrors, aggravated as they are now by the law* 
loss rapacity of the foreign traders, were recsived 
wilh moek aeiiuieacence^ and real iCDrB, AjuA 
r mm Hie BbmteBs now ! 
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And what u the pea^e, or the pTOsperity, of Htm 
eoimtries th&t have thus dipped th^ir gailty gains in 
hmnaii miserieal They are three vast centres of 
feud and revolutionury terror;— Portugal, with an 
unowned monarch, reigning hy the bayonet and 
tile acaflfoldy with half her leading men in dungeons, 
with her territory itself a dungeon ; and fierce retsp 
liation and phrensied enthusiasm hoveringon her fioD- 
tieiB, and ready to phmge into the bosom of the land. 
^-^•Spatn, torn by faction, and at this hour watdnnr 
«very band that gathers on her hills, aS the signs of 
a tempest that may sweep the land from the l^ft^ 
nees to the ocean.-*»And France, in the first heavmgv 
of a mighty chMige, that man can no more define 
than he can set limits to the heavino; of an earths 
quake, or the swell and fury of a deluge. Other 
freat objects and causes may have tiieir aiiareitt 
ithose thii^ But the facts are before mankind. 

The pr(K»able ground of Pitt's reluctance to ermfc 
Ihe slave-trade at the instant, was his fear of difr* 
turbing the finandal system, in the midst of a period 
vhieh made all minds tremble at the name of experi* 
ment. While the whole fabric of empire was tot* 
tering, there might be rashness even in the attempi 
to repair the building ; and it required higher feel- 
ings than are to be learned in the subterranean of 
politicsp-the magnanimity of religious foit)v-*to do 
good without ^ar, and leave the rest to the gtetii 
Disposer. The war had been altogether a war of 
finance. Pitt was, {n^-eminently, a financier; and, 
Itlee all m0n with one object perpetually before them, 
lie involuntarily sufiered the consideration of rents 
and revenues to distend on his sight, until it shut out 
every other. The abolition was a novelty; and he 
had seen a more auspicious novelty, a f^ constK 
tution, overthrow the whole esti^lishment of the 
most powerldt kingdom of Rurope. F^ngland was as 
that hour covered with the wteek of France; prinos, 
fVMt, md aoMr iyteg ftoM ttos brilfiiM #<ra. 
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The natoze of its advocates, too, justified aokoe 
jealousy ; for among the virtuous and patriotic, there 
were to be found individuals scarcely less than 
avowed rebels to the constitution. None are more 
tolerant than they who scoff at all creeds alike ; none 
more humane than they who have nothing to give; none 
more rigorous in demanding puUic sacrifices, than 
they w1h> feel themselves exempt from aU sacrifice. 
In 179S, the commencement of Mr. Wilberforce's 
eff(Hts against the slave-trade, England was overrun 
with those dieap sages and heroes. The whol^land 
was thick with a crop Of spurious iterance, genero- 
nty, and virtue. The slave-trade came forth a new 
topic, started in the fortunate hour, to cheer the sink* 
iog energies of popular outcry. It was the live coal 
on the lips of the seer, already weary of denouno* 
mg unperformed wrath against the throne. It supr 
plied the whcde bustling tribe of the Platosand Pho- 
tons of the streets. with illustration, and it supplied 
them with it sttfe. The horrors of the trade threw 
an allegorical :veil over the picture, while the artist 
was insolently limning the guilt and punishment of 
siq^iposed royal and aristocratic offences at home ; the 
King of Dahomy prefigured a monarch, whom it was 
yet hazardous to denounce by name ; the smiting of . 
West Indian planters by the popular hand led the 
mind's eye to loftier execution on more hated pos^ 
sessors of wealth and power ; and the havoc of ne* 
gro insurrection lent its deepest colourings to that 
promised tornado of vengeance, which, ** in an hour 
that we knew not of," was to sweep from the earth 
the nc^Hlity, church, and crown of the ficitish em- 
pire. 

Yet, it is to be lamented tiiat, for the completicm 
of a fame almost at the full, Pitt did not give more 
than liis voice against the slave-trade ; that he bad 
BOt nebly dared ; that bv this solitary instance of he* 
sttation in a cause worthy of himseU^ the illostrmus 
act whioti ^Md gloiy on ito okMw ewm of Vn^m 
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Struggling career wns not permitted to seatter tht 
darkness and sorrow which hung round his honoured 
death-bed, and finish in kindnsd spletidoar the Ion; 
triumphs of the first statesman of the world. 



CHAPTER Xin. 

The Whig Cabinet 

Thi whig administration of 1807 totally failed* 
and deserved to fail. Its first announcement had 
struck the nation with surprise and scorn. Lord 
Grenville in alliance with Fox ! was a coalition which 
none could comprehend, but on the principle of tiiat 
aU-sw^owing avidity for place which degrades 
alike the personal ana puMic character of the state»> 
msn. Lord Grenville, the direct agent of Pitt for so 
many years, the official opponent of democracy m aU 
its shapes, the professional speaker against refonn, 
the secretary wno had dismissed M. Chanvelin and 
his republican peace with justified contempt, and who, 
with eoual contempt, had denied the competence and 
will 01 the successive tyrants of France to make 
peace ; was it possible that this man should now ex^ 
hibit himself in close connexion with the antagonist 
of Pitt on every point of government, with the 
avowed reformer, the perpetual assertor of the sm- 
cerity of France, Fox, the orator of the populace, the 
champion of Jacobin peace, and the public admirer 
and panegyrist of Napoleon ! The very name of a 
coaliton jarred on the puUie ear. It was the open- 
ing of a sluice that let out a whole torrent of scorn. 

The national mind bf England has never yet made 
a wrong judgment. A whole people, furnished as 
England is with the meand of knowledge, ai»i tte 
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iiiTaluable fteedom of expressing its thoughts, that 
trae salt of the constitution, cannot err. It is pre- 
served from error by something like those ^at con- 
trivances of Nature which make the salubrity of the 
ocean and the atmosphere ; the innumerable currents 
and diversities of public opinion, but preserve its ac- 
tivity, while they impel and guide each other into the 
general course of national safety and wisdom. 

Fox's coalition with North was the original sin of 
his life. He never recovered from that first and fatal 
impression. Yet, there, little was to be compromised 
but the personal hostility. Here the hostility was 
upon all the principles of state ; and no ingenuity of 
gloss, no declared perseverance in principle, and no 
ostentatious zeal for., the good of the country could 
prevent the nation from looking on^Lord Grenville 
as a fallen man; feebly attempting to cover with the 
remnant of his reputation the naSeedness of whig- 
gism; bowing down at the footstool of office a head 
to which old experience ought to have taught wis- 
dom, if it could not teach dignity ; and thencefordi 
worthless for all purposes, but the humiliating and 
melancholy one, of a warning to all who should ia 
future be tempted by a pitiable appetite for power. 

The acts of the new coalition were inevitably 
marked with the disgraces and tergiversations of its 
parentage. Lord Grenville was appointed first lord 
of the Treasury. But he had already secured the 
auditoTship of the Exchequer, a place of four thou- 
sand a-year for life, and this be was determined not 
to give up, obnoxious as it must be to the most con- 
temptuous reflections. The national voice de- 
manded, — ^under what pretence Lord Grenville could 
retain two offices totally incompatible with e^ob, 
4Hher? Why, in this instance alone, the disburse- 
ment of the public money, and the check on that dia-* 
bursement, should be in the same officer 1 Why, 
with one hand in the public purse, he should pass his 
aecouot^ with the other; be the si:q)ervisor over his 
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own Ronduct, and gire liimteU' a receipt in full for 
his own integrity 1 

His lordship bore th^ storm with oiiicial philoso- 
phy—listened, and kept his four thousand pounds 
a-year. A poor attempt at evadins^ public scandal was 
made, by appointing a trustee for the auditorship, 
whom his loidship was to pay ; a rigid inspector, of 
course, of the possible irregularities of the man on 
whose money he was to live ! 

Another compromise followed, of a still more ha^ 
zaidous nature. To strengthen the administration, 
it had been deemed necessary to summon the aid of 
Lord Sidmouth's friends; and his lordship's terms 
were, two seats in the cabinet, one for himself and 
one for Lord EUenborough, the Chief Justice of the 
Kmg's Bench. This direct attempt to connect the 
ministry with the courts of law, awoke alarm through* 
out the empire. The practical value of the free con- 
stitution of England exists in the courts of law. If 
the legislature is the bidwark of English liberty; the 
parity and complete independence, pecuniary and po- 
litical, of the bench of judges is liberty itself. For, 
as no constitution can be worth the paper that it is 
written upon while the subject fears for his person 
or his property, the first ground and security of na^ 
tional freedom must be in that maiesty of law which 
protects him in doing all things that are manly, ho* 
nest, and lawful. And it is thus that, while legisla- 
tures may have been weak, and ministers rash or ar- 
bitrary, the practical freedom of this first and most 
fortunate of countries has suffered no disturbance 
for a hundred years ; has continually become more 
precious to its people ; and has secured, and will se- 
cure, England from tlie despe]:ate conviilsions which 
the very impulse of nature forces on foreign lands, 
to give even a partial restoration to the powers of 
lioan. 

A motion aa this most repulsive appointment was 
beought forward by Lord Bristol ia the lords, and by 
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Mr. Spouser Stanhope in the cominoiis,—- *< Thmt Hwnm 
highly inexpedient, znd tended to weaken the admmif^ 
traiUim of justice, to summon to any comnuttee or as- 
sembly of the priry council any of the judges of his 
mayesty^s courts of common law.*^ The motion wa» 
supported in the lords by Lord Eldon, whem it wa» 
negatived without a division! — and in the commoiis 
by Canning, Wilberforce, Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. 
Perceval; where, too, it was negatived, and almost 
with similar contumely,— -by 399 to 64! 

Nothing could be more p«dpable than the evil of 
breaking down the barriers which shut out the inilu« 
enee of ministers from Westminster Hall. By turn* 
ing the judge into the politician,, he ndgtit be aIto-> 
gether perverted into a place-hunter ; and his inte* 
grity must be in a continual state of temptation, from 
ttie patronag? of office. By making him a cabinet 
minister, he might be called on to enact measures of 
severity against the individual whom he might be 
also called on to tiy for life or death within the week* 
How was he to bring-an unprejudiced mind into the 
coi^ts, when he had already made up his determi- 
nation in the cabinet ? or to decide before God and 
the country on the case of the man whom he had 
but a few hours past condemned as a libeller or a 
traitor before the minister and his colleagues 1— 
What was to prevent the persecutor in the cabinet 
from being the homicide on the bench ? 

Yet this appointment, which, in the public mfaid, 
amounted to the most violent departure from Eng- 
lish principle ; which might have rapidly mvolved « 
total perversion of the law ; and whicn must have 
instantly shaken the national confidence in the 
administration of justice, was carried with a high 
hand by the old clamourers for universal liberty ; 
the champions who, for two-and-twenty years, had 
made parliament, the hustings, and the tavern alike 
ring with their more than patriotism ; the haughty- 
cli3llenger8 of the whole power of the state to lay s 
finger on the ark of the constitutk>n ! 
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The maxims which the coalition thus laboured are 
worthy of bein? chronicled : — *• The cabinet, as such, 
is not responsible for the meatwres of g^wemwfmXt — 
No individual minister is responsible for more than 
his own acts, and such advice as he can be proved to 
have actually given! — A cabinet counsellor per- 
fonoM no duties, and incurs no responsibility, to which 
as a privy*coansellor he is not hable! — And the 
Judges of England are not intended by the constita- 
tion of the country to be such insulated beings as 
speculative writers represent them !" 

And those enormous absurdities were advanced 
and fiercely defended by the whole body of the 
whigs ! Well might the nation burst into an outcry 
of wonder and aversion. And well may men, yet 
QBtainted by politics, lift up their hands and thank 
their God for the humble station which has pre- 
served them from being tempted to such betrayals of 
the headlong folly and short-sighted, sordid covet- 
ousness of human nature ! 

Compromise was the only principle which the 
new coalition seemed to acknowledge. Tlie Ca- 
tholic question was Fox's first bond, and to this he 
was pledged by the declarations of a life. But Lord 
Sidmouth was disinclined to it ; and the king was 
resolved against it. That honest king had taJcen no 
degree in the new school of compromise ; he left its 
hoods and gowns to cover the awkward procession 
of those "budge doctors of the stoic fur," the pro- 
fessofs of expediency. He had instantly refused to 
eoncede. There was, then, no alternative but to 
resigpy or to adjourn the question ; and it was ad' 
jaurned* 

Ministers next required that the control of the 
army should be put into their hands ; in other words, 
that the Didte of York should be remdved. This the 
king refused, on the obvious ground, that the army 
Iwd been k^t separate from the other Inanches of 
the administration since the time of the Duke of 
X 
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.Cmiiberland ; and finally declared that he wmdd noi 
remove tlie Duke of York. The transaction closed, 
of course, in compromise ; the ministers agreed that 
no change in the command should take place wiik^ 
ovt the royal approbation. 

All was failure. Their financial discoveries, 
which had been heralded for years with all the pomp 
and all the mystery of the new ** Illumines'' of Poli- 
tical EconQmy,-^a science which has succeeded to 
the honours and the merits of astrology, — were foimd 
fit only to glitter in the pages of a review, and eva* 
porated, upon trial, into two abortive taxes. But if 
the relief was visionary, not so was the burden. 
Whig finance left its mark in two tremendous impo- 
sitions. The hated property-tax was raised from 
six and a half to ten per cent. ! and ten per cent., was 
added to the assessed taxes ! 

Their exploits as warriors were calculated to give 
them as high a niche in history as their financial 
achievements. They sent out four expeditions. 
The whole four failed ; some with heavy loss, some 
with ignominy, and all with ridicule ! — ^Moore was 
c(»npelled to fiy from the mad king of Sweden 
in a cart, and to ship off his army at a moment's no- 
tice. — The expedition ta Egypt was beaten on the 
old scene of British victory, was forced to lay down 
its arms to a rabble of Turks, and succeeded in 
nothing but in alienating the population. The ex- 
pedition under Whitelock, to Buenos Ayres, is syno- 
nimous with national shame : it insulted us with 
the scandalous spectacle of a British army beaten out 
of the country by a banditti. The expedition to the 
Dardanelles exhibited the combined disgrace of our 
arms and our diplomacy ; the British ambassador 
baffled by the French, and even by the brute policr 
of the Turkish agent; and the British fleet flying foU 
sail down the Dardanelles, helplessly battered by 
ths Turkish cannon-bails. The four quarters of the 



.18^.] VBS WHIG CABIRST. t4$ 

l^be were furnished with the trophies of a coali- 
tion ministry ! 

There was one way more in which a cahinet 
€oM go wrong; and of that Way they availed them- 
selves with characteristic adroitness. 

Fox had scarcely entered upon office, when he was 
enticed into a ne^rotiation by the French govern- 
ment ; and the finesse of the contrivance was wor- 
thy of Talleyrand. A stranger presented himself to 
the foreign secretary, with the proposal of assassinat- 
ing the first consul. Fox, with the feeli ngs of an Elng- 
lii& gentleman, was shocked at an idea so abomina- 
ble; and ordering the proposer into custody, wrote a 
brief letter to the French court to mention the cir- 
cumstance, and put Napoleon on his guard against 
ihis illegitimate mode of terminating hostilities. 
Talleyrand's answer was equally brief, but contained 
a dexterous compliment from Napoleon on his cor- 
lespondent's *' honour and virtue." Another letter, 
of equal civility, dated on the same day, conveyed 
an appropriate extract from Napoleon's speech on 
the opemng of the legislature. The French minis- 
ter's note is an exquisite specimen of the diplomatic 
art of ^ feeling the way." 

AV)<e 2. ♦• Snt,— It may be agreeable to you to 
receive news from this country.. 

"^I send you the emperot's speech to the legisla- 
tive body. You will therein see that our wishes are 
Btill for peace, / do not ask what is the prevailing 
inclinahon with you ; but if the advantages of peace 
ar€ duly appreciated^ you know on what basis it may 
be discussed." 

NoU 3.— Extract from the speech. «*I desire 
peace with England. On my part 1 shall never de- 
lay it a moment. I shall always be ready to con- 
clude it, taking for its basis the stipulations of the 
treaty of Amieas." 
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The snare was comptelely laid ; and the'whig et^ 
binet was caught at the moment. Within a week 
from the receipt of those billets, a formal cabinet let- 
ter was despatched to the Toileries, plunging head*> 
long into the question, with all its bases, alliances, 
and compensations. What a sardonic smile must 
have sat on the lipsof the two matchless confederates^ 
as they looked over this letter together! with what 
infinite burlesque must they have laughed at the wis- 
dom of the wise ! We may almost forgive tliem their 
triumph, for the sake of its dexterity. Napoleon's 
sworn purpose, from the day of Austerlitz, had been 
the fall of Prussia. He had felt his dignity, mo- 
lested by her threat of assisting Austria in the war; 
and he was determined that, whatever capital of Eu* 
rope he might seize in future, he would not have 
a Prussian anny of a hundred and fifty thousand men 
on his flank, to frown at the operation ; Prussia was 
to be smitten ! But by what artifice was England to 
be blindfolded, while the last military kin^om of 
the continent was turned into a kingdom of hew* 
era of wood and drawers of water ? To sow jea* 
lousy between them, he gave Hanover to Prussia s 
the boon was grasped at with guilty eagerness ; and 
his object was effected at once. England was in- 
dignant at the treacherous acceptance. Still, the 
approach of direct hostilities might rouse England; 
and even Russia, to her aid. It was essential to dis- 
tract the attention of both, while France was collect^ 
ing that storm of havoc which was to sweep die 
monarchy of Frederic from the list of nations. A 
negotiation with England would at once paralyse 
the warlike preparations of the country, make Rus* 
sia distrustful of our alliance, and cut off Prussia 
from all hope; 

Napoleon knew that Fox's ambition was, to be the 
peace*maker of Europe ; and he well remembered, 
too, those conversations at the Tuileries, in which 
his guest had almost infringed on jcourt etiquetle itt 
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irindicating Pitt and Whriham, with the kmdeal 
tteom and disdain, from all shaie in the conspiracy 
of "the infernal machine.*' It was at this sensitivsL 
point of his character that the artifice was levelled. 
The eloquent abhorrer of assassination was suddenly 
present^ in his closet with an avowed assassin. 
Of all the stimulants that art could devise, there was 
none more certain of kindling him. The calculation 
was incomparably true ; Fox, full of generous wrath^ 
instantly wrote to apprize the first consul of his ha- 
zard. The letter was answered by bland homage* 
in which the "first consul recognised the honour and 
virtue** of his feelings ; followed by a still blander 
promise of peace, from a speech made ^most at the 
moment when the pretended assassin was sent from 
Paris, and the train of artifice was begun, which left 
Prussia at th^ mercy of the destroyer. 

But all the details of this ludicrous negotiation 
were equally ludicrous. Talle3rrand had completely 
involved the cabinet ; he had, with the ease of con- 
summate skill, played on tlieir peace-making vanity, 
and entrapped them even into the very folly which 
they had determined not to commit ; that of making 
the first overtures. He had now a second pitfall tot 
them. To make " assurance double sure,'* and pre-^ 
vent the possibility of their opening their eyes, he 
actually contnved to make them conmiisskm the 
first ambassador ! 

He sent for Lord Yarmouth (since Marquis of 
Hertford), one of the detenus at Verdun, a noblemaa 
of enormous fortune, but whose <iiplomatic faculties 
were yet in the bud. Lord Yarmouth obeyed tho 
summons, commenced an intercourse with Talley- 
rand in Paris, and was instantly meshed in the diplo- 
matic web, and puzzled in the uH poindetis to such 
a profound degree, that ministers were compelled to 
send a superior to extract his lordship from his peis 
plexities ; or, in the confused phrase of office, " The 
neoeesity aioee of some other negotiator, fully in- 
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0tnioted in the sentiment of bis mfgesty's govern- 
ment on all the yahous points of discussion that 
night arise,'' &c. &e. 

But the whole m3rstification is incomparable. Tal* 
leyrand had not chosen his diplomatist in vain; and 
the familiar dexterity with which he drove his lord- 
ship into the toils, is one of the most amusing epi* 
soaes in the history of negotiation. The wily 
Frenchman's purpose was to mi^e the British cabi- 
net answerable for every lapse of their unfledged 
agent ; but this could not be done without the pro- 
duction of his powers to treat. , He summoned him 
to a conference, and told him that the fates of Eu- 
rope depended upon his instant display of those 
weighty documents. •* There was Germany," said 
- the Frenchman, ** a week ago you might have saved 
it, if you were empowered to negotiate : but the em- 
peror could wait no longer, the fate of Germany 
was sealed : ei nous n^en rtviendrons jflmaU** — Rus- 
sia is now in the scale. Will you save Russia I 
Produce your full powers, or her fate will be sealed 
in two day^/— Switzerland comes next : it is on the 
eve of undergoing a great change. Will you save 
it? Nothing can do this but a peace with England: 
produce your full powers ! — We are on the point of 
mvading Portugal. Nothing on earth but a peace 
with England can prevent our seizing it : our army 
is already gathering at Bayonne. All depends on 
England. Produce your full powers!" — But the 
keenest shaft was in reserve. ^ Prussia," said Tai-* 
leyrand, ** insists on our confirming her possession 
of Hanover ; and we cannot consent Ttanto^ to Um 
the only ally France has had since the Revolution. 
Will you save Hanover, and thus permit us to prefer 
En^and to Prussia 1 produce your full powers !" 

Tile appeal was inesistible. His lordship was re* 
monelewy mystified. The visions of kingooiBB fall- 

* W)i flktll wfwr nntit flnm ov 
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while he had the che j^ restorative in his Docket ; audi 
to save Europe, to arrest the progress of Napoleoo al 
the head of five hundred thousand men, and cUp the 
wings of an ambition that was longing to oversh^ 
dow the world, Lord Yarmouth produced liis full 
powers: and began his career as a plenipotentiaiy ! 

How any man living could conceive, after ten 
years' display of Napoleon's character, that he was 
to be stopped by the trite fooleries of billets des- 
patched every half-hour from one hotel to another s 
— how any person, walking the streets of Paiisi 
Gould have escaped the knowledge that all France 
was ringing witn iMreparation for a Prussian cam* 
peign, and that the most revengeful feelings against 
Prussia were exhibited on all occasions ; — ^how anv 
man of common understandinff could have doubtedf 
that the kingdom in the jaws of destruction, the ally 
which England should instantly seek and support^ 
the last hope of the continent, was Prussia; are 
questions which we must leave to the ducidation of 
jioMe plenipotentiaries alone. 

England was utterly astonished at this transac* 
tion. Even the cabinet were forced to awake. A 
new diplomatist was forthwith transmitted, and a 
despatcn written, to stop his lordship in this precipt* 
tate salvation of Europe. ** I need hardly observe 
to your lordshif^" are Mr. Secretary Fox's emphatic 
words, " that it is of the utmost importance, tnat in 
the interim (till the arrival of the new ambassador) 
your lordship should avoid takinff any slept or even 
hdding any lanpiagty which may tend in the imaUed 
degree to commit the opinion of his maiesty's govern- 
ment on any part of the matters now depending." 

But the diplomatic deptlis of this unfortunate ca- 
binet were not yet sounded. The Fabius substituted 
for their rapid plenipotentiary was Lord Lauderdal^ 
an old adherent of Fox, and a pamphleteer on politi- 
cal economy ; and content to rest on those tittes tft 
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ftoe. Yet ^s nobleman was not to go alene ; lie 
was to be supported by the poliiical experimce of 
Dugald Stewart! a lecturer of much reputation in 
tiie North, and probably a personage of formidaUa 
wisdom to an Edinburgh student of metaphystccu 
And those two were to combat the two ablest ni^ 
in Europe ! Two dreamers of the schools, to coma 
into confliet with two men of the first rank of poli- 
tical genius, invigorated by perpetual experience in 
the highest concerns : Lord Lauderdale and Dugald 
Stewart, hand to hand, against Talleyrand and Na> 
poleon ! 

The negotiation was worthy of the negotiators. 
It was protracted for six months. All its objects 
might have been discussed in as many days. The 
ambassador was toyed and trifled with, in th^ most 
palpable and contemptuous manner. Sometimes he 
was refased an audience ; sometimes he was kept 
lingering for an answer; sometimes passports for 
his couriers were delayed ; and at last passports for 
himself were withheld, until he must have be^n se- 
riously to think that his embassy would end m Ver- 
dun. Europe looked on in surprise; Engltod in 
mingled indignation and laughter. 

It is only justice to a great man's memory, to re- 
lieve Fox from the responsibility of this continued 
burlesaue. His bodily powers had been giving way 
from the commencement of the year; though the 
direct symptoms of his mortal disease were not yet 
^scoverable. In a letter to a friend, soon after his 
accession to office, he said — ^" My life has been active 
beyond my strength ; I had almost said, my duty. 
If I have not acted much, you will allow I have 
spoken much; and I have felt more than I have either 
acted or spoken. My constitution has sunk under it* 
I find myself unequal to the business on which yoa 
have written ; it must be left to younger men." 

Napoleon and Talle3Tand tossed those ambassadors 
botwemi them like toys; their ofafect was to gaia 
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had gathered the whcde mass of destruction, which a 
teacn was to let loose on Prussia, that they conde* 
seended to take the bandage from their eyes, and 
send them back to their insulted country. The ne- 
gotiation had begun on the 30th of February, 1806. 
Lord Lauderdale received his passports on the Cth of 
October; on the 9th, Napoleon was in sig^t of the 
Prussian army, and on tne 14th he fought the fatal 
baUle of Jena. In three hours he drove the Prussians 
from the field with the loss of 66,000 killed, wounded^ 
and prisoners ; and foUowed up the battle by the cap» 
lure of all the Prussian soldiery, the surrender of all 
the fortresses, the seizure of the caiMtal, and the pur-^ 
amt of the king, — ^the total subjugation of the Prus- 
sian monarchy! Then was paid the long arrear of. 
▼engeance for the blood and chains of Poland. 

Fox was now dead, and the guidance of this disas- 
trous administration had fallen into the hands of Lord 
Chrenville. No compassion was Xelt for the growing 
embarrassments of a man who had abandoned the 
principles of his master. The honourable portion of 
the country rejoiced to see the cabinet bewilder them« 
selves from day to day, until there was but one lalaa 
step moie to be made — and they made it. 

The virhigs had come into power under a pledge 
to the Gatlu>hc question. They found the king ad- 
Terse to its discussion. They endeavoured, in the 
flret instance, to elude it, and yet retain the Catholics. 
They endeavoured; in the second, to grant it, and ye) 
retain the king. They failed in both. The CathoUcs 
pronounced them deceivers : the king gave them that 
practical proof of his opinion, which of all things they 
dreaded most,*-he dismissed tliem. And thus, in the 
midst of general joy, perished the coalition ministry; 
leaving no record of their existence, but in two bona* 
mots of Sheridan. 

On Lord Henry Petty's iron-tax being withikawn, 
some one suggested a tax on coals, to make up the 
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cteflciency. "Poh,^ said Sheridan, ''do yoo wai^ 
to raise a rebellion in our kitchens? The cooks are 
worse than the blacksmiths. Tax coals instead of 
iron! that would be jiunping out of the Jrying-pfm 
into the JJre." 

' But it was the Catholic question that excited his 
chief displeasure. None more thoroughly knew the 
secret of cabinet sincerity. He looked upon the ques* 
tion as a tub to the whale, and had no forgiveness for 
the sport in which his own office was to be wrecked. 
'•Why did they not put it. off, as Fox did," said the 
angry ex-treasurer of the navy ; " I have heard of 
men running their heads against a wall ; but this is 
^e first time I ever heard of men building a wall, and 
squaring it, and clamping it, for the express purpose 
of knocking out their brains against it." 

But the deed was done ; a Protestant ministry was 
established by the king. The coalition was totally 
broken down ; and Lord Grenville, exiled from power, 
never to return, was left to learn the bitter lesson, 
that no man c^n abandon even p^tical foofessioiia 
with impunity. 

All the laurels on this occasion remained with die 
king. Those who doubted his capacity, were now 
brought to their senses by the fact, that he had ca* 
pacity enough to turn out tiie two most assuming 
administrations in the shortest time known. The 
Fox and North coalition, pronouncing itself an as* 
semblage of all the public talent of England ; and the 
fox and Grenville coalition, formed on the same c<hi- 
tempt of public opinion, and making the same boasi 
of matchless ability, were each turned out in little 
more than a year. The single Atep between " the 
sublime and the ridiculous,"* was never shorter than 
in the latter instance. Insolence is not made to be 
forgiven -, and the titles of " the broad-bottomed ad« 

*■ TiM ptthy maxim on tlii« ml^Jeet, wMcb ban been so often |At»P to 
Napoleon's knowledge of the worid, belonged lo Paine. Hli cuebrated 
phnuM^ la nation boutiquHre, beloii«ed to Barraa. 
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intBistntion,'' and *^ All the talents,** threw tbk con* 
clave of self-sufficiency into national ridicule. 

But it was the insincerity that sharpened, as it oii|^, 
eveiy weapon of public scorn. . The pea and the pe** 
cil were equally keen; and if popular applause wen 
the object of ministerial dreams, never was vanity 
more universally chastised. 

The following lines were attributed to Canning: — 

ALL THE TALENTS. 

When ttie brood-bottomed junto, all Donsenae and tCrlft, 
ResignM, with a groan, its political life; 
When eonrerted to Rome, and of boneacy tiled. 
It to Saian gave back iwhat himaelfbad inspired j 

The Demon of Factloii, that over them hnng , 
In accents of anguish their epitaph sung ; 
While Pride and Venality joined in the stavs, 
Andjcaoting Democracy wept on the grave. 

"Here lies in the tomb that we hollowed fiir Pitt, 
The consistence of Grenville, of Temple the wit, 
Of Sidmouth the firmness, the temper of Grey, 
And Treasurer Sheridan's promise to pay. 

** Here'Petty's finance, fVom the evils to come 
With FitzpstiiclL's sobriety creeps to the tomb ; 
And Ghanoellor'Ego,* now left In the lurch, 
Neither laughs at the law, nor cuts joke* on the chorch." 



Then huzza for the party that here*8 laid at i 
*' All the talents,'* but self-praising blockheads at best : 
Though they sleep in oblivion, they're died with the hope, 
At the last day of flreedom to rise with the POpe. 

The national feeling had been strongly aggrieved 
by the debate on giving a public monument to Pitt. 
On this occasion, it could not be expected that Fox 
should give any peculiar homage to a government 
which he had been opposing for so many years ; but 
his tribute to Pitt'spersonal abilities and virtues did 
himself honour. This manly example, however, was 
lost upon some of the speakers ; and Windham at- 
tracted no trivial resentment by a v<Hanteer attack 

*BrAiiM. 
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iqpoa the memoiy of the great minister. It iiva« a 
public cause, for England loved the name of Pitt, and 
looked upon it, as she still does, as a sacred part of 
l»r glory. Some stanzas of a poem which imbodied 
the general sentiment had unusual popularity : — 

ELUAH^ MAI<iTLE. 

When by tta* Almictaty^ dread comnuu^ 
^ fiiyah, caird fWun Israel's land. 

Rose in the sacred flame, 
His mantle good Elisha caughJt, 
AndjWith the prophers spirit flrsQ|^t, 

Her second hope became. 

In Rtt our Israel saw rombtned 

The patriot's heart— the pioph^*8 mind, 

Elijah's spirit here : 
Now, sad reverse *— that spirit reftf 
No confidence, no hope is left ; 

For no Eiisha 's near. 

U there, among the greedy band 
Who 8eiz3 on power with harpy hand. 

And patriot pride assume, 
One on whom public foith cftn reM— 
One fit to wear El^ah's vest. 

And cheer a nation's gloom 1 

OrenTille !— to aid thy treasury famt, 
A portion of Pitt's mantle claim, 

His gen*rou8 ardour feel ; 
Besolve o'er sordid st\f to soar, 
Amid JBarcfteTiMT ^oM be poor ; 

Thy wealth— the public weal. 

Windham !— if e'er thy sorrows flow 
For private loss or public wo, 

Thy rigid brownnbend ; 
rears over Casar Brutus shed; 
Bitf ftilred toarr'd not toiXh the dead^ 

And Viii'wnM once thy Jiriend, 

nivstrlons Roscios of the state ! 
New-breech'dand haniess'd for dstata. 

Thou wonder of thy age ! 
Petty or Betty art thou hlght, 
By Granta sent to strut thy night 

On Stephen's busUing stiqEe. 

tkffm 'CiMnier robe "Us thine to wvar ; 
Take of his mantle too a share. 
Twin aid tjiy Wajsind Means ; 
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And tboiild ntt Jtaik nd bis cslnl, 

Cry, ** Rob ua tbe Exchequer, Hal !** 

Th<m art but in thy teens. 

Sidmontb-^tlioagh low his head is laid 
Who caird thee ftom thy natlTO shade, 

And gave thee second birth — 
QaTethee the sweets of power and place, 
The tufted gown, the gilded mace, 

And rear*d thy nameless worth ; 

Think biow his mantle wrapp'd thee round : 
Is one of equal virtue found 

Among thy new compeers 1 
Or can thy cloak of Amiens stuff. 
Once laugb'd to scorn by Blue and Bufl; 

Screen thee flrom Windham's jeers t 

When Faction threaten'd Britain's land. 
Thy new-made ftiends-^a desperate band, 

like Ahab, stood reproved : 
Pitt's powerAil tongue their rage eoold cheek ; 
Bis counsel saved, mid mankind's wre^„ 

The Israel that he loved. 

Yes, honour'd shade ! while near thy grave, 
The letterM sage, and chieftain brave. 

The votive nuu-ble claim ; 
Oer thy cold corse^the public tear 
CongeaI'd, a crystal shrine shall rear, 

UnJsttllied as thy Ikme. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Spanish War* 

The deliverance of Europe began, when, to hnman 
eyes, it was ruined beyond hope. The continent 
WHS at peace — ^the dreadful peace of slavery. The 
swoxd was the only instrument of dominion. The 
final struggle had been made, for even that mutilated 
independence which nations eould enjoy, in perpe- 
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tual terror of a French army ; and watchmg, with fe- 
verish anxiety, every sign of wrath from a man of 
blood and avarice, capricious as the winds, and 
steady only to the one desperate purpose of turning 
the world mto a French dungeon. 

The strength of the allies had been successively 
tried, and found wanting: Austria had been over- 
whelmed in a three months' campaign ;• Prussia in 
a day. The Russian armies had been driven back 
on their own territory ; and even their partial escape 
was soon turned into worse than defeat, by the rash 
and ignominious treaty of Tilsit. In 1807, Napoleon 
possessed a power unequalled in extent by any mo- 
narchy since the time of Charles V., and immeasura- 
bly superior to his in point of effective strength, of 
opulence, intelligence, and the facility of being di- 
rected to any purpose of his ambition. No Euro- 
pean sovereign ever possessed such personal supre- 
macy Over me means and minds of his subjects. 
France was a great camp ; the people were an a»my ; 
the government was as simple, rigid, and unques- 
tioned, as the command of a brigade ; and Napoleon 
was the general-in-chief. His business was, to cam- 

Saign against Europe ; and when the campaign was 
one, his leisure was employed, or amused, in dis- 
tributing its provinces and crowns to his soldiers. 

In the pause after the overthrow of Russia at 
Golom3m and Pultusk, he divided his conquests. He 
gave the crown of Holland to Louis, his brother; 
annexing Venice to the kingdom of Italy, he gave 
the whole to his stepson, Beauhamois, as viceroy ; 
he gave the kingdom of Naples to Joseph, his bro- 
ther ; Berg and Cleves to M urat, his brother-in-law ; 
Guastalla to Prince Borghese, another brother-in- 
law; the principalities of NeufcMtel and Ponte- 
Corvb to Uerthier and Bemadotte; repaid the civil 
services of Talleyrand with Benevento; and' when ^ 

* CiomA at Asalwliti^ DeoemberM^ 160& 
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ibis -was done, resumed his preparations for the 8ei« 
zure of ISpain, Portugal, and Poland 1 

England was stifl unconquerable; but site had 
been -severely tried. Her efforts to sustain the cause 
of Europe had pressed heavily upon her strength. 
She had paid all the allied armies ; and lavished her 
wealth with no return but that of seeing the conti- 
nent laid at the foot of the enemy. But the strug- 
gle had been at a distance ; it was now to be brought 
home. 

By the most extraordinary measure in the annals 
of hostility, the Berlin and Milan decrees, a line of 
fire was to be drawn round the continent, and Eng- 
land excluded from the intercourse of nations. Na- 
poleon had felt from the beginning that this country 
wa» the great antagonist with whom, sooner or later, 
he must cope for existence. His object was univer- 
BsA dej^)Otism: but the continent could not be finally 
€^aved while there was Still one land, from which 
the words of freedom and courage were perpetuaUy 
echoing in the general ear; whose trumpet was 
sounding to every dejected heart of the patriot and 
the soldier; and whose proud security, fearless opu- 
lence, and perfect enjoyment of peace, in the midst 
of the convulsions of the world, gave unanswerable 
evidence that freedom was worth the highest sacri- 
fices that could be made by man. 

England was inaccessible to the arms of Napo- 
leon, and his arts were now sufScientlv known : but 
if her spirit was not to be humbled, her resources 
might be dried up ; and to this project he applied 
himself with the singular perseverance and reckless- 
ness of his nature. He knew that the first evil must 
fall upon himself; for the whole of the immense line 
of coast stretching from the Meuse to the Vistula, lived 
upon English commerce; and on the plunder of 
those provinces depended a large portion of the 
French revenue. But, at all risks, England was to 
be •mined. When the deputies from Hamburgh r^re* 
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seuted to him tb€ havoc that the Berlin and Miiaa 
decrees were making in their city, his answer was 
the brief one of a military tyrant :— ** What is that 
to me t The war must not go on for ever.— You suf- 
fer only like the rest. English commerce must be 
destroyed." 

This answer was the signal of universal bank- 
ruptcy. The recollections of that period in Ger- 
many amount to the tragic and the terrible. Per- 
haps no single act of t3rranny had ever inflicted such 
Bweeping misery upon mankind. The whole fr^me 
of society was rent asunder, as by a thunderstroke. 
Property was instantly valueless, or a source of per- 
secution. The merchandise which had been pur* 
chased but the day before, under the sanction of the 
French authorities, and paid every impost levied by 
the devouring crowd of prefects and plunderers, was 
torn from the warehouses, and burned before the 
mifortunate proprietors' eyes. 

The casusd stagnations of trade, or the change of 
popular taste for a manufacture, are always the 
source of miserable suffering. But here was more 
than stagnation or change : it was utter ruin, with- 
out a hope of recovery. The result was inevitable 
and dreadful. Thousands and tens of thousands 
were thrown loose upon the world, with all their 
knowledge useless, their habits broken up, and their 
prospects destroyed. The great merchant dismissed 
nis clerks, shut his doors, and lived upon his decaying 
capital ; and ev.en then hved in hourly expectation 
of some new forced loan, which should send him to 
beg in the streets. The inferior ranks of trade were 
undone at once ; and sank into paupers, Uvingon the 
charity of the French barracks. Germany was one 
immense poor-house. But within a short period 
the humblest resources of poverty failed; the funds 
of the old charitable institutions either fell into de- 
cay, or were seized on by the merciless rapacity of 
the invader. Orphans, and old people, and even the 
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Itinatlc and idiot, were driven into the fields, to take 
lileir chance with the beasts of the earth and the 
fowls of the air. Time and season made no differ- 
ence with th is hideous tyranny. Hospitals have been 
emptied of their unfortunate tenants at the point of 
the bayonet, in the depth of a German winter ; and the 
blind and the bedrid, the paralytic, the fevered, the 
wounded, and the mad, cast out to scatter them- 
selves over a wilderness of snow, and cfie. 

Then came the conscription, another .aixd a «tiil 
more heart-breaking scourge- In all the territoiles 
annexed to France the yearly drawing, or some 
equivalent levy, was imposed. As ;a tax it was 
ruinous, for the price of a substitute was frequently 
equal to five hundred pounds sterling; and even 
where a wretched family had wrung this sum from 
their last means, to save a son or a :brother from 
the hazards of Napoleon's sanguinary warfare, the 
death or desertion of the substitute, both houily oc- 
curring,'brought a new demand on the conscript, and 
he must march. The acceptance of a. substitute was 
itself an imperial favourj generally paid for at a high 
rate to the Trench agents ; and the difficulty, in all 
casei^ was so great that nearly the whole youth of 
the country were con\pelled to serve in person. No 
language can exaggerate the wretchedness of mind 
felt by 3ie families of those devoted young men, when 
every day "brought accounts of some desperate ac- 
tion,— or hurried march, scarcely less ruinous than 
battle, — or frightful contagion, breaking out in the 
desolated scenes of the campaign, and extinguish- 
ing the survivors of the field by nlultitudes. 

But the conscription was not limited to a yearly 
slaughter. The first Russian campaign cost three 
conscriptions, each of eighty thousand men; and 
they were almost totally destroyed by the eneniy; 
the inclemency of a Polish winter, and the miseries 
of the French hospitals. Yet the evil of the system 
went deeper than the casualties of the field. The 
Y3 
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boy of eighteen, suddenly thrown into contact with- 
the profligacjr of a camp, was vitiated for life : he 
saw before him, from day to day, every temptation 
that can stimulate the hot passions of man, and every 
horror that can harden the heart; he lived in the 
midst of plunder, bloodshed, and promiscuous vice; 
until the sabre or the cannon-ball came to sweep him 
out of Ufe, he was master of all that he cast his eyes 
upon ; and the brief tenure of the possession only 
inflamed his guilty appetites the more. " Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die," never was realized 
with such furious license as in the campaigns of the 
French imperial army. The soldier rushed on in a 
perpetual whirlwind of revelry, robbery, and blood. 

The natural consequence was, that families looked 
upon their sons as mere food for the^ sword ; and ut- 
terly neglected the morals, religion, arid education 
which were so soon to be made useless by massacre. 
The few parents who persevered in doing their duty, 
watched, with agony, every fluctuation of the war, 
and lived in constant dread of the moment when they 
should be called on to surrender their children to 
death, or to what must be, in the mind of the wise 
and virtuous, worse than death. Even where the 
sword had mercy, no man could expect to see his 
son return the being that he had sent him : he saw 
him dismembered by wounds and disease, an encum- 
brance to himself and the world ; or bringing back 
the deep corruptions of the soldier's life ; contempt- 
uous of morals and religion, a restless profligate,, 
unfit for any one of the rational enjo)m[ients or ge- 
nerous labours of society, and longing only for the 
fierce excesses of the field again. • 

But this spectacle was seldom allowed. The wa]:8 
of Napoleon were computed to have cost France' 
more than two millions of men ; they mowed down 
the whole rising generation. " I can afford ten thou- 
sand men a-day," was said to be the boast of this 
iron homicide. Nothing struck the eye of the tra- 



IMS.} THE SPANISH WJ^ %jf(9(' 

veUer more tban^ the almost total defioieiiey of 

youth ill France. " U tCy a point de jeunesse,^^ was 
the universal remark of the allies, on their march 
through the provinces. The consummate plaffue of 
the Egyptians, the last wrath of heaven, had been 
the first infliction of France on herself; she felt the 
universal smiting of the first-born ; " there was not 
a house where there was not one dead." 

But if France was chastised, the whole immense 
extent of the conquered provinces, formed into French 
departments, or given as appanages to some worth- 
less relative or court-slave, was tortured. A system 
of espionage was established, subtle, and subversive 
<Jf all the best feelings of society to a fatal decree. 
Like another scriptural curse, " A man's chiefene- 
mies were those of his Own household." The sim- 
plest word uttered before a menial, or even a relative, 
might be made the subject of an accusation that cost 
a life. Even the bordering kingdoms, which enjoyed 
a nominal independence, were visited by this plague. 
It was a maxim — that no individual was safe within 
three days' march of a French garrison ! The con- 
tinent, from the Channel to the confines of Russia, 
w as tormented with surveillance. Throughout three- 
fourths of Europe, no man could be sure that he 
would ever eat another meal under his own rooll 
No man, laying down his head on his pillow, 
could be sure that he would not be startled before 
mom by some frightful domiciliary visit, under the 
{Mretext of searching for English merchandise, but, 
in reality, for his own seizure ; or that he would not 
be whirled away to some fortress from which he was 
never to emerge,— or emerge, only to be brought to 
a mock trial at Milan, or Mantua, or Paris, and perish 
before a military tribunal ! The French mob had 
demolished one Bastile, and found in it but one pri- 
soner. Napoleon created eight Bastiles; and the 
list of his state prisoners amounted to hundreds : 
those were never to be liberated. The imprisoaecl 
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for minor oifences, cMeHy on political suspicion, 
were ascertained, on the fall of the empire, to be up- 
wards of fifty thousand! Such are the lessons of 
government given by a legislator from the field. 

It is to the honour of England, or rather of that 
freedom which supplies nerve and virtue to a people, 
that her determination never gave. way. Yet the 
evils of protracted hostility were now pressing on 
her with a weight which it required all her fortitude to 
sustain. The vividness of actual conflict was gone. 
There was no enemy on the seas to animate her with 
new triumph; war on land was hopeless against the 
bnlwark of steel that fenced the empire and the vas- 
sals of Napoleon. Her pillars of state and war had 
fallen, — Pitt, Fox, and Nelson, — ^within a few months 
of each other. The Berlin and Milan decrees, after 
working their indescribable ruin on the continent, 
were gradually sapping her commerce. The enemy 
had at last detected the vulnerable part of her strength ; 
and England was now less a vigorous and warlike 
nation, fighting her enemy round the globe, and 
striking active blows wherever he was. to be found ; 
than a great blockaded ganison, waiting within its 
walls for the attack, forced to husband its materials 
of support, and preparing to display the last powers 
of passive fortitude. 

In this crisis, — when all hope of change had va^ 
nished ; when, unquestionably, mere valour and en- 
ergy had done their utmost ; and slavery or eternal 
war seemed to be the only alternative oL^ations, — 
an interposition, a single event, uuexp^wd as the 
descent of a spirit of heaven, threw a sudden light 
across Europe and summoned the day. 

It does not derogate from this high deliveranee, 
which we will believe to have been providential, Uiat 
it acted by human passions. The profligate habits 
of the Spanish court had suffered Godoy, an adven- 
turer, to rise to eminence. The king was a man of 
ireak understanding,— the queen was a libertine,-* 
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and Godoy was the open ruler of both. But even hi 
Spain, sunk as it was in the deepest slough of indo-* 
tence, and kept down there by the heel of the most 
t^ullen and jealous superstition that ever oppressed 
^e human mind, thei*e were curses, deep yet loud 
enough to reach, from time to tinfie, the ear of the 
minister, and make him anxious to provide some su- 
preme power safer from the knife and the poison. 
He proposed the partition of Portugal to Napoleon, 
securing to himself the province of Alentejo in sove- 
reignty, as a recompense for conniving at the march 
of the French army through Spain. But he had to 
deal with one whose sagacity foresaw every thing, 
and whose ambition grasped at every thing. Napo- 
leon seized Portugal, and gave the traitor no share. 
The treaty of Tilsit, in 1807, relieved him from the 
chances of northern war, and he next turned upon 
Spain. The tissue of artifice which he wound round 
the nerveless understanding of the Spanish court is 
unrivalled. He alternately sided with the Prince of 
Aisturias against the king, with the king against the 
prince, and with both against Godoy; until, by mere 
dexterity, he induced king, queen, prince, and Grodoy 
quietly to give themselves up to him, walk into his 
prisons, and leave the Spajiish throne at his disposal. 
But there was a scene of blood to come. Those 
royal imbeciles were not worth his fury, they had 
felt but the velvet of the tiger's paw ; others were 
to feel its talons; and they were instantly darted at 
the throat of Spain. The first announeement of 
French dominion in the papital was by a massacre ! 
Then awoke tlie feelings that God has treasured in 
the heart of man, to save him from the last degra^- 
tion. That day's blood dyed the robe of the usurper 
with a colour never to he washed f^way. The 
ten millions of iSpain rose as one man. Without 
leaders, without arms, without military expedience, 
concert, oy knowledge, they rushed upon the inva^^ 
ders, and overthrew tl^^m like a humeanip. The( 
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French veterans, who had seen the flight of all the 
disciplined armies of Europe with their princes at 
their head, were routed and slaughtered hy shep- 
herds and tillers of the ground, by women and chil- 
dren ; with no other fortresses than the rocks, no 
other allies than the soil and sky, and no other 
arms than the first rustic implement that coidd be 
caught up for the destruction of a murderer. 

It is only due to the feelings of England to de- 
clare, that the whole nation rejoiced disinterestedly 
in this proud attitude of Spain. Whatever might be 
the advantages of thus recommencing the contest 
with Napoleon, on a new field, and assisted by aux- 
iliaries in whose cause every heart of Europe sym- 
pathized, the first and strongest impulse was an un- 
selfish desire to support the peninsula to the last 
shilling and last soldier of the kingdom. 

Napoleon had long ascended to a height from 
which he might look down upon the diadems of Eu- 
rope ; but, as if to point the moral of ambition, he 
was yet suffered, for a moment, to enjoy an actual 
indulgence and personal splendour of sovereignty, 
to wMch all the earlier pomps of his empire were 
pale. He now sat down to a banquet of kingship, 
and feasted to the full ; while an eye which glanced 
through the future would have seen his thit>ne 
smitten under him, and his name a by-word among 
nations. But, for the moment, Europe had never 
witnessed so magnificent a spectacle of dominion as 
Napoleon's court at Erfurt. He waflTsurrounded by 
the monarchs and princes of the continent in person* 

The emperor of Russia with his brother Constan* 
tine, daily attended his levees; the emperor of Aus- 
tria sent an ambassador to apologize for his absence 
tx the feet of this universal king; all the first mili- 
tary and noble names of Europe, marshals, dukes, 
princes, and prelates, formed his circle. The days 
were snpent in the occupations suitable to this dis* 
fiay of royalty ; in ridmg ove^ fields of battle, nego- 
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tiatin|f treatiest and deciding the iates of kiDfldomii; 
Prussia was ybr^ven, at the intercession of Alex* 
ander; a new code was vouchsafed to Holland; a 
peace was proposed to England, — ^whidi she firmly 
refused, unless it should include the freedom of 
Spain ; and the German powers were haughtily com- 
manded to he still and obey. No human being could 
feel this hbmage with a keener zest than Napoleon 
himself. The long possession of a throne had not 
deadened the slightest nerve of his sense of supre- 
macy ;— •' Come and play at Erfurt," he wrote to 
Talma, with the loftiest sneer, — " you shall play be- 
fere SLtntJul of kings J*^ 

He broke up the conference, to pour an army of 
• two hundred thousand men upon Spain. 

1809. — The Spanish war teemed with great les- 
sons ; and the first was, that the only security against 
public ruin is a free constitution. It would have 
saved Spain from that miserable spectacle of a de- 
praved and effeminate court, a domineering priest" 
hood, and a decaying people, which invited an in- 
vader; and it would have not less supplied the only 
strength which renders a eountry unconquerable. 
The enthusiasm of the Spanish peasantry was be- 
yond all praise ; but it expired in a year. Joseph 
Buonaparte, ^ the intrusive king," as he was named 
by his indignant subjects, returned to Madrid ; and 
Napoleon, after having brushed away the undisci- 
plined levies of the juntas, as his charger would a 
swarm of flies, rode through the peninsula at hia 
ease. 

Tn one comer of Spain alone he found resistance, 
a foretaste of that fiery valour which was yet to cost 
him his diadem. The corps under Moore, after 
.having been endangered alternately by the treason 
of the Spanish chief, the rashness of the British 
envoy, and the perplexity of the British general, had 
at length retired upon Galicia. Napoleon, who felt 
at all umes a personal exasiperation against Eng- 
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tend, detennined to sthke a blow at her heart, by 
Qtteriy erasing this corps: in his own ruthless 
pturase, — ** he would put all the wives and mothers 
of England into mourning." He thundered after 
Moore with a force of forty thousand men. 

But he found that the British soldier and sailor 
were men of the same blood ; the spirit of Trafalgar 
was before him. He ought to have extinguished the 
retreating army at once : his number amounted to 
nearly three times theirs : he had all^he advantages 
of command of the country, mdimited resources, high 
equipment, troops flushed with uncontested victory, 
and, more than sdl, his own mighty name : before 
him was a small body of men, hopeless of the con- 
test, disgusted with the country, uncertain of their 
general, and in retreat — a word, that of itself throws 
a damp upon the soldier, and pre-eminently upon the 
soldier of England. Yet upon that little army the 
conqueror of the continent was never able to make 
the slightest impression. The elements fought 
against them ; the rains and snows threw their Imt- 
tSions into disorder; famine unnerved them; but 
they felt no other victors. The wild mountains and 
dreary defiles of Galicia, proverbial for barrenness, 
were covered with the dying and the dead, the wreck 
of the British army, wasted by night-marches, hun- 
ger, weariness, and despair : but the bold spirit sur- 
vived; the sound of a French gun was as the sound 
of a trumpet ; the mutinous were instantly restored 
to order, the fugitive returned, the wounded forgot 
their wounds^ the famished and the dying started 
from the ground, gathered their last strength, and 
died with the musket in their hands. 

Napoleon*s sagacity did not fail him here. A few 
rencounters of the British rear-guard with the ^lite of 
his troops, soon convinced him that at least no glory 
was to be gained by the pursuit: and after a brief but 
gallant cavalry action, in which Loids Stewart and 
Paget broke the squadrons of his favourite regiment 



M09.] 

of guards,* and at wtdeh he waa said to ha^ beei 
-ppesent; he turned away to easier tiiun^hs, and 
•eommitted to Soidt the rough experiment of **^ diiT«* 
ing the British into the sea." As it was his habitual 
policy to keep the marshal's baton at a suffieie^ 
•distance from the sceptre; he had, probs^ly, no dis- 
inclination to see Soult's pride, which had already 
«iyen him some disturbance in Portugal, slightly 
lectured by the English sword. He now left him t0 
pursue fortune to the borders of the EngHshelemeiitb 
'Never was commander more baffled. He was un«- 
nble to gain a single advantage in the most di9a»> 
trous match of the war. Moore reached Conmna» 
with his army in a state of almost total ruin ; with- 
out cavalry, artillery, or baggage ; without tents, 
, shoes, medicine, m6ney, or food. They had ex«> 
pected to find provisions on the road, — they foimid 
every hut deserted ; the fleet was to have been ready 
to receive l^em at Oormma,— ^om the heights they 
e<Hdd not see a sail round the horizon. 
The Spaniards had nothing in their magazines but 

' •This action delighted the JPrenehiDfltntry. They MwefTeryftamw 
.of it flrom the heights, and were rejoiced at the defeat of the guard. The 
French cavalry had aa^med that air of extperiority over the other 
branches of the service, which those branches, in all countries, so natv* 
rally repay with dislike ; and the cavalry of the imperial gnard wen 
only the more remarkable fbr this military coxcombry. They added to 
their pride in themselves and their horses, in their mustach^ and tlie 
^ndgar mnmmeries of conrt stddiefahip, demands of a choice of quarter^i 
and other privileges, which excited the gall of the regiments of the line 
moPB than their tins^ and feathers. 

On this ooeaskm, tbey had rode down, under Le Glare, a ftmwrite 
aid-de camp of the emperor, to ** annihilate the English j** for their con* 
tempt of onr. dismantled troops was in the highest tone. The whole 
Trench camp ran out to «ee this easy victory. They ware not kept long 
bi suspense; the British hussars made quick work of it ; theyno«ooD«r 
saw the showy garde, than they dashed at them, broke them in aQ 
direetiona, drove one part back through the river, and made the test, widi 
their general, prisoners. The Aigltives, on reaseeading the hill, w«m 
received with a general shout of scorn by thelnfiuitry ; taunted with all 
Icinds of insolent questions, and asked ** how they liked annihilating tba 
«nemy 1"—" whether they were pleased with the cold bathaftertbsir pi»> 
nMnader*<-aiid, above all, " what quarters they would preftr for Ite 
Bight V* The guards were In no condition to retort, but sull«oaly mda to 
^te war, and ware hazarded no more in ak i imW i m . 

z 
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Inrandy, wbich made them phrem^ed and fiineiis ; or 
ihe impoveriBhed wine of the proYince, which pro- 
dueed disorders. But the sight of the French co- 
Iwnns overtopping the heights roimd Corunna, made 
them soldiers once more. They bore the shock of 
their well-appointed antagonists with national forti- 
tude, rushed upon them in retuni, with half their 
numbers drove them back on every point, and, co- 
vering the ground with slaughter, remained masters of 
the field. Moore fell, in the moment of victory, can- 
celling all his errors by his gallant death, and earn- 
ing for himself a record in the hearts of his country- 
men. The army embarked without a shot being fired 
by the enemy. Soult had received too severe a les- 
son to hazard a second trial. The lion had turned 
round on the hunter, given him ^ grasp that paralyzed , 
him, and then walked quietly away. 

The Spanish war lingered. The enthusiasm of the 
multitude must always be transitory. Their means 
of life are too dependent on daily exertion, and too 
much exposed to an invader, to make them capable 
of long enduring a warfare in the bosom of the land. 
The beginning of the second campaign found the in- 
surrection melted away, the enemy masters of the 
chief cities, and the people in despair. The hatred 
subsisted; but the lofty passion, the valour in the 
field, and the zeal of public sacrifice, were gone. — 
The dagger was freely substituted for the sword ; 
and the blood of Frenchman and Spaniard was spilled 
in the gloomy and useless interchanges of private 
vengeance and military retribution. 

Now was fulfilled the evil of a despotic govern- 
ment. It is the instinct of all despotisms to extinguish 
individual character. They have no fear of a gene- 
ration of nobles, such as cling to the skirts of foreign 
courts, fed on the emoluments of fictitious ofi&cers, 
and content to discover dignity in stars and strings. 
They have no fear of a peasantry, who are too re- 
mote, and too busy in toiling for their daily bread, to 
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be objects of alarm. But their terror is the nrid^ 
order, — ^the natural deposit^ of the virtue, manl^ess* 
and vigour of a state ; the trunk of the tree, which 
both root and leaf were created to feed, and without 
Which they would hoth be but cumberers of the 
ground. 

There was no middle order in Spain. A Romaa 
Catholic throne and priesthood haa long trampled it 
into the grave. For centuries, every vigorous intel- 
lect or jrree spirit that started up in Spain, had ex- 
piated its offence by the dungeons of the Inquisition, 
or death. The hour of national peril came ; the hero 
and the statesman were then wildly called for, but 
the call was unanswered ; they were not in exist- 
ence ; the soul was in the grave, or on the winds; 
and Spain, once so admirable for the brilliancy of its 
warlike and political genius, exhibited the extraordi- 
nary reverse, of ten millions of brave men without 
a soldier to lead them, and juntas and councite in 
every province without a statesman capable of direct- 
ing them to any measure of common wisdom. The 
burden soon fell on the British, and it was heroically 
sustained. But the successes of the peninsular war 
are too familiar to be detailed here. Six years of 
almost uninterrupted campaigns, in which aU the re- 
sources of the art of war were displayed on both 
sides, proved that England could be as mvincible by 
land as on the ocean, placed the Duke of Welling- 
ton in a rank with Marlborough, planted the Briti^ 
standard in France for the first time since the Hen- 
ries and Edwards, and gave the first blow, within his 
own frontiers, to the hitherto unchecked and unri- 
valled career of Napoleon. 

The British army alone had interposed between 
Spain and total slavery. For some years its strength 
was inadequate to the extent of the field, and to the 
vast resources of the French empire. But a large 
share of its difficulties arose from the Spaniaras 
themselves. The suoeessiTe parties which assumed 
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ih^ goremanent were found equally feeble. The 
gjHrit of the juntas was timid, frivolous, and formal- 
iiing. Wi^ the most worthless part' of national 
pride, they felt it an insult to be saved by the sword 
of strangers ; with the lowest part of national pru- 
dence, they dreaded to irritate the enemy by defeat- 
ing^ him. They hated the French, but they would 
not be helped by the English, and they could not help 
themselves. In this decrepitude, they solaced their 
wounded vanity by satires and ballads, determina- 
tions of future heroism, and the grand recollection — 
that their forefathers had expeUed the Moors, though 
the feat had cost them three hundred years ! 

Those absurdities should be remembered forhigliOT 
purposes than ridicule. They show how totally the 
spirit of a grave and high-hearted people may be 
perverted by a false system of government. The 
old, generous virtue of the Spanish soil had now 
force enouc^ only to throw up those flaunting weeds. 
With liberty, it had lost the rich productiveness of 
liberty. The juntas differed from the courtiers of 
the Philips and Ferdinands in nothing but a cockade. 

A few years saw them sink into insignificance ; and 
they merited their fate. They had made no use of 
the highest advantages of their connexion with Eng- 
land. From the great land of freedom, literature, 
9nd religion, they borrowed nothing but money and 
arms. They shrank from the natursS and only meaos 
of renovating the national heart. While Spain was 
ttndfii the foot of her enemy, with the blood gushing 
from a thousand wounds, they would suffer no infu- 
sion of that living stream of health and virtue which 
glowed under the impregnable corslet of England. — 
They turned away their purblind eyes from the splen- 
dours which should have taught them to see; and 
abjured her press, her legislature, and, above all, 
her religion. The cry of " Heresy" was as keen 
as m the days of Loyola. They dug up the bodies 
pf the Engpih soldiers, as imworthy to sleep in ibe 
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same clay with a Spanaurd. They repelled andsup- 

gessed tiie Bible ! that first book which a true legis- 
ts would put into the hands of his people, even as 
the noblest manual of patriotism. 

All the art of man was never able to reconcile re- 
ligious slavery with civil freedom. What can be the 
mdependence of him who, but by the permission of 
a priest, dares not read the Bible — that first and most 
perennial source of freedom ; that highest fount of 
stainless principle, unhesitating courage, and fidelity 
strong as. the grave; which, while it ministers, fo^ 
yond all philosophy, to the contentment of a private 
career, and divests the bosom of all eagerness for the 
tiivial and vanishing distinctions of public life, ^et 
lays eveiy man under the responsibility of exerting 
his best powers for the pubhc good ; that book, whicl^ 
teaching him to be zealous without violence, and 
aspiring without ambition, and filling his mind with 
calmer and loftier contemplations man the unsub- 
stantial visions of earth, prepares him to look widi 
composure on the severest sacrifices, solicit no other 
praise than the testimony of his own conscience, 
and silently devote himself to. the cause of man, and 
of that mighty Being who will not su£fer him to be 
tempted beyond his power. 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Regency. 

The Prince of Wales, after a long retirement ffom 
public life, was recalled by an event which created 
the deepest sorrow throughout the empire. The 
affliction which, in 1788, h^ made the king incapa- 
ble of government, was announced to have returned.* 

*Oeloter 25,1310. 
Z3 
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A Benency bill, with restiictkHis, to last for a yeir, 
was passed. The more than useless bitterness of 
tiie did contest was not renewed; its leadens had 
perished; a judicions declaration that the prince, 
fipom respect to the king, would make no immediate 
efaange in the ministry, at once quieted fears and 
extinguished hopes ; and, with all resistance at home 
oonquered,or neutralized, he entered upon the great 
office of regent of a dominion extending throagh 
every quarter of the globe, numbering one hundred 
milbons of people, and constituting the grand re« 
source of liberty, knowledge, and religion to man- 
kind. 

The reign of George the Third was now at an end, 
for though nominally monarch, he never resumed the 
throne. The lucid intervals of his malady soon 
ceased, and the last ten years of his life were passed 
m dreams. Perhaps this alflictaon, from which 
human nature shrinks with such terror, was meant in'' 
mercy. He had lost his sight some years before ; and 
blindness, a fearful privation to all, must have been a 
peculiar suffering to one so remarkable for his habits 
of diligence and activity. The successive deaths of 
tho9S whom we love, are the bitter portion of age ; 
and in the course of a few years the king must have 
seen the craves of his queen, his son, and of that 
granddau^ter, whose early death broke off the 
Dneal succession of his throne. It is gratifying to 
the recollections which still adhere to this honest 
and good king, to believe that, in his solitude, he 
escaped the sense of those misfortunes. The mind, 
^o( imagination all -eompact,*' is not to be reached 
by exterior calamities. All that human care could 
provide for the comfort of his age Was sacredly at- 
tended to. A letter from the Princess Elizabeth to 
Lady Suffolk, one of the former suite of the roval 
family, states — "that his majesty seemed to feel 
verfs ci happiness ; he seemed to consider himself no 
longer as an inhabitant of earthy and often, when he 
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I^yed one of Ms favourite tanes, obserred, Hmt he 
was very fond of it when he was in the world. He 
spoke of the qneen and all his family, and hoped that 
l!hey were happy now, for he was much attached to 
them when in the world.** 

The character of George the Third was peculiarly 
English. Manly, plain, and piovs in his individiud 
habits, he. was high-minded, bold, and indefatigable 
in maintaining the rights of his people and the honoolr 
of his crown. He was '* every inch a king T* 

The sovereign of England &rers in his office and 
spirit from all others ; he is not an idol, to be showa 
forth only in ^some great periodic solemnity, and 
Ihen laid up in stately uselessness ; but a living and 
active agent, called to mingle among the hearts and 
lK>soms of men ; not a gilded bauble on the summit 
•of the constitution, but a part of the solid architee- 
twte, a chief pillar of the dome. If this increase 
iiis sphere of duty, and compel him often to feel that 
tie is but a man, it increases his strength and secu- 
fity. The independence of other monarchs may 
seem more complete, but history is full of examples 
of its precariousness ; it is the independence of an 
amputated limb. The connexion of an English king 
with his people is the connexion of a, common life, 
the same constitutional current running through the 
veins of all, a communion of feelings and necessi* 
ties, which, if it compel the king to take a share in 
the anxieties of the peojde, returns it larg^y by 
'compelling the people to take a vital interest in tfai 
honour and safety of the king. Placed by the law at 
the head of the commonwealth, he excites and enjoys 
the most remote circulation of its fame, wealth, and 
freedom; he is the lushest and noblest organ of 
public sensation, but, for every impulse wmch he 
communicates, he receives vigour in return. *• AgiUtt 
Snolemf magnoque se eorpore miscetJ^ 
' No sovereign of England was ever more a mo- 
:)Kdrcht in this sense of publie eave^ thUa George Hm 
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*nurd: he was altogeiheria ereatnre of the oomiiiQiii- 
wealth ; his personal choice appointed his ministersy 
he sat in their councils, all their proceedings came 
under his revision ; he knew nothing of favouritism 
nor psurty ; and indulging a natural and generous in- 
terest in the fortunes of his friend to the last, he 
^hrew off with his boyhood the predilections of the 
boy, and thenceforth suffered no personal fe^ings 
to impede the business of the countnr. 

The king's qualities were subjected to three stem 
successive tests, each, exhibiting him in a different 
point of view, and each /ising above the other in 
difficulty. He was thus tried as an individual, as 
an English monarch, and as the head of the Euro* 
pean confederacy of thrones. 

In the ear^ part of his reign, the royal person was 
the first object of attack. All parties professed 
themselves aUke zealous for the constitution, but 
the haters of government struck at the sitter on the 
throne. Ministers rose and fell too rapidly to make 
them a sufficient mark ; the libel which would have 
been wasted upon those shadows, was levelled at 
the master who summoned them; and the manli- 
ness with which the king stood forward to take upon 
himself the responsibility of government, exposed 
him to every shaft of malice, disappointment, and 
revenge. 

But assailants like those are bom to perish ; and 
the name of Wilkes alone survives, preserved, doubt- 
less, by the real services which he involuntarily ren- 
dered to the constitution. Wilkes would have been 
a courtier by inclination, if he had not been a dema- 
gogue by necessity. Witty, subtle, and hcentious, 
he would have glittered as an appendage to the court 
of Charles the Second; but the severe virtues of 
George the Third drove him to the populace. Yet 
he was altogether different from those who have 
^nce influenced the multitude. He had no natural 
gravitation to the mob: if he submitted to their con« 



titct, it was, like Goriolaons, for their ^'Toiees ;** it 
was to be carried by them in triumph, that he conde- 
scended to trust himself in their hands. His object 
wias less to overthrow the higher ranks, than to force 
Ills way among them; less to raise an unknown 
name by flinging his firebrand into the temple of the 
constitution, tt^ to menace government until it 

Eurdiased off the incendiary ; he had no internecine 
atred of all that ws|s above him in genius, birthy or 
iiMtune. 

But, culprit as he was, there wbjs grave occasion 
for him at the time. All power loves increase; an 
arbitrary spirit was creeping on the constitution; 
that spirit which, like the toad at the ear of our first 
pareiits, is content to come .in the meanest shape, 
but which contains within itself the powers or a 
giant armed. The prerogative which had been 
wrested from the throne was usurped by the minis- 
ter, and a secretary of state's warrant differed from 
a letire de cachet only in name. While those com- 
mittals were valid, no man was secure ; and liberty 
must either have perished, or been restored by the 
desperate remedy of a revolution. Wilkes fought 
this battle at his own risk, for the country; and, 
selfish as his patriotism was, the service deserves 
not to be forgotten. 

But, from this crisis the king came out unstained. 
Neither the crime nor the resistance was his. And 
in that calmer hour which, soon or late, comes to 
all men, Wilkes, satisfied and old, and with leisure 
to repent of faction, was in the habit of offering a 
ready homage to the virtues and sincerity of the 
king. 

After a liew years the king was summoned to war 
by the revolt of America. The success of that re- 
volt cannot justify it. If the colonies were oppressed, 
the oppression was retracted, and they were offered 
even more tlum they had ever asked. But their ob- 
ject bad apeedily grown, frcmi relief into rebellioot 



374 GEOBGX THE FOVRTH. [181 1. 

and from alliance into independence ; eventttally, a 
fortunate result for England, which might have seen 
the constitution overthrown by the weight of Ame- 
rican patronage. 

We are not to judge of the wisdom that undertook 
the war, by its conduct in inferior hands. But the 
contest was altogether new, and fitted to be the dis- 
grace of political and military calculation, the " op* 
probrium regalis medidnody The tactics of a pea^ 
sant war were an unsolved problem in the science. 
The strength of army against army might be calcu* 
lated; but where was the arithmetic for the wilder- 
ness, for the swamp, the impenetrable forest, and 
the malignant sky? But, while the struggle was in 
suspense, a new antagonist appeared. France, in 
short-sighted jealousy of England, broke her trea- 
ties, and ranged herself on the enemy's side; ty- 
ranny and democracy formed that singiolar alliance 
which was so fiercely repaid on the French throne. 
But the war was concluded. The king's duty had 
been done : hq was not to see tamely the dismem- 
berment of his empijre. When the transaction was 
complete, the same duty made him acquiesce in the 
fate of battle. 

Yet, this partial reverse was suddenly and magni- 
ficently compensated to England by her triumphs 
over France and Spain. The defeats of the enemy's 
fleets were memorable ; and the thunders of her vic- 
tory had scarcely died on the Atlantic, when they 
were echoed back from the battlements of Gibraltar. 
The spot upon her fame was but a spot upon the 
sun, visible for a moment, and then burning into ten- 
fold glory. 

' The final and the heaviest trial was at hand. The 
middle of the eighteenth century had exhibited i^e- 
nomena from which the most inexperienced glance 
augured that some extraordinary change was at hand. 
The public mind wore nothing of the old contented 
physiognomy of the fifty years before: the perio4 
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began with bold doubts and giddy coneluuons ; every 
topic that had once been approached with sacred re- 
spect, was treated with increasing familiarity and 
scorn; skepticism in religion, law, and government 
became the distinction of the popular leaders ; po- 
pular opinion was the idol, and its ministers were 
ambition, rashness, passion, and vengeance. 

The treachery of the French government had re- 
coiled upon itself; while it haughtily looked forward 
to the downfall of England, it found France wrapped 
in sudden conflagration. The army, returning frpm 
America, had brought the fire at the point of their 
swonjbs. The popular impulse was instantly given, 
and it was irresistible. France had always been a 
licentious country, but her vices had been chiefly 
among the opulent and high-bom; and as their num- 
bers lK)re no proportion to the multitude whom the 
necessary labours of life kept pure, the higher turpi- 
tude floated on in its own region, and threw scarcely 
more than the shadow of a passing cloud below. 

But now a fearful change was observed among the 
pei^le ; the luxurious an^ fantastic vice of the no- 
bles was overwhelmed in the rude and fierce crimi- 
nality of the multitude. The sneers of the refined 
infidel, dispensing his polished witticisms in the sa- 
loon^ of nobles and princes, were lost in the roar of 
the furious sons of carnage in the streets. The 
priest, the noble, and the sovereign together paid the 
penalty of neglecting the education of the national 
mind. The storm descended upon them, they felt 
bewildered alike, and blindly cast themselves into 
the hands of their executioners. And this blindness 
and astonishment were not limited to the efieminate 
dependants on the court, or the feeble and indolent 
possessors of the high offices of the church. 

The force of the multitude was an unknown ele- 
ment, a new-created form of evil, that terrified even 
those who had been most instrumental in calling 
it upon the earth. Mirabeau and the leaders of the 
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sational assemldy were the first to be startkd «l 
their own work, and fly in alarm from its uncaleo* 
lated and terrible energies. They had thonght that 
they might play on the monarch's weakness in saletyt 
by pointing to the volcano at a distance ; they sud- 
denly felt the whole soil volcanic, and blazing up 
mider their feet. Like the Italian poison-makerBr 
the mask had no sooner dropped oiBf, than they felt 
themselves paralyzed and dying over the fumes of 
^eir own crucible. There can be no doubt that 
those leaders, some of whom were honest, and many 
able, were utterly unacquainted with the tremendoos 
influence which resides in the roused pas^ons of the 
people. With Mirabeau and his immediate faction^ 
the whole was selfishness and charlatanism; their 
magic was for its lucre; and when they brought 
ibeix deluded king, like Saul of old, to kneel in t&x 
cavern and soUcit their oracle, they meditated only 
some new jugglery. But a mightier power was 
there : they saw their fictitious summons answered 
by a terrible reality, a vast and uncireumseribed ap- 
parition rising before them, uttering words over 
which they had no control, and declaring to their 
infatuated king that his day was done, his throne 
rent away, and his blood given to his enemies ! 
Then they were overwhelmed with the conscious- 
ness of what they had done ; they sank at the feet 
of their victim, and, with vain remorse, implored his 
forgiveness for their guilt and his ruin* 

If the example of France were not followed ia 
this country, and if England, first enduring the hos- 
tility, afterward became the protectress, of Europe, 
a large portion of the merit must be attnbuted to the 
king's individual character. He stooped to no base- 
ness, personal or political ; he preserved the tone of 

gublic morals in its highest state ; he observed the 
>nns and worshipped the spirit of religion; he was 
a faithful husband, a fond father, and a patriot; 
king. Qnthoee qualities he laid the foundations of. 
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his throne, and for those we honotir him in his 
grave. 

Tlie restrictions on the regency expired in 1813, 
and the party under Lords Grey and Grenville confi* 
dently expected to be recalled to o&ce ; but a clearer 
view would have shown them that they had lost all 
influence on the prince's mind. If the regent's fidend* 
ship were to be their dependence, it had nearly passed 
away with the death of Fox; if similarity of politi- 
ck opinion, — the prince, like other men, had seen the 
rashness of his early conceptions chastised by time, 
and he also must have found it difficult to compre- 
hend a system of political faith compounded of tenets 
so long opposed as those of Lords Grey and Gren- 
ville ; if political wisdom, — the events of every year 
sinee their dismissal had thrown their predictions 
into condign disgrace. Upon this last point, public 
oikinion alone would have compelled the prince to 
reject them. 

On the first failures of the Spanish war, they had 
become determined prophets of ill. At the com- 
mencement of every campaign, they pronounced tiiat 
it muit end in disaster ; and when it ended in victory, 
they pronounced that in disaster the next must be- 
gin. They saw nothing in the most gallant suc- 
cesses but a waste of national blood, an extravagant 
flourish of military vanity, a vulgar gladiatorship. In 
every trivial reverse they discovered inextricable ruin. 
Such are the humiliating necessities of party. It 
cannot (ifford to be honest. There was, perhaps, 
not an individual in opposition at that time, who, if 
his real sentiments were to be spoken, would not 
have given the fullest praise to the conduct of the 
peninsular war, have rejoiced in its noble opportunity 
of restoring the brightness of the British arms, and 
have exulted with natural feeling in the true British 
effort to crush a tyrant, and restore a brave people 
to the possesion of their soil. But opposition was 
Aa 
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deistined to give a full display of the fetters that 
party rivets upon its slaves. Victory followed vic- 
tory, alike of the highest importance and the most 
unquestionable kind : opposition was still urged by 
its fate, and raised its expiring voice to depreciate 
those successes. The empire was in a tumult of ex- 
ultation at its triumphs : opposition, shrunk into its 
corner, saw nothing but visions of ruin ; and conti- 
nued, pitching its rebel tones at one time to the fu- 
neral song of the country, and at another to the Id 
posan of Napoleon. 

Some of its orators put up their prayers that the 
French marshals would have mercy enough on the 
British army to let it escape to the seaside-; others 
declared that they should consider a -repetition of 
the Closterseven convention, or the surrender at Sa- 
ratoga, a happy alternative for the horrors of a 
French pursuit. One patriot distinguished himself 
by saying, that " for all national purposes, the sol- 
diers might as well be shot in St. James's Park." 
But, if the scale sank which bore the honours of 
England, the glory of the enemy kicked the beam. 
Napoleon was pronounced, not simply the first ^f 
mortals, but something more than mortal : he was 
termed " the child of providence—the man of des- 
tiny — the unconquerable — the inscrutable,** — with 
no unfrequent intimations, that resistance to his will 
might involve the repugnants in impiety as well as 
rashness and folly. Still, the rashness was returned 
by victories, and the impiety left the thunders to 
sleep ; the nation persevered m defeating the uncon- 
querable, and detecting the inscrutable, until their 
common sense revolted against the endurance of this 
absurdity; and opposition was forced to be silent at 
last, and wait for the contingencies that, like the 
Tuikish providence, have especial care for the halt, 
the lunatic, and the blind. 

1813. — Tl^ administration formed by the kin^, 
with Mr. Perceval at its head, had conducted pubhe 
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affam with swih obvious advantage during the year, 
that the nation would have regarded its loss as a ge- 
neral injury. But the prince, on the commencement 
of the unrestricted regency, influenced by a desire 
to combine the whole legislature in the struggle 
against the common enemy, made an (^er of em* 
ployment to opposition in union with the Perceval 
ministiy. His sentiments were expressed in this let- 
ter to the Duke of York. 

^ Mr DEAREST Bbother, — ^As the restrictions on the 
exercise of tiie royal aiUhority will shortly expire* 
when I must make my arrangements for the future 
administration of the powers with which I am in- 
vested, I think it right to communicate those senti- 
ments which I was is^ithheld from expressing, at an 
earlier period of the session, by my warmest deske 
that the expected motion on the affairs of Ireland 
might undergo the deliberate discussion of parliament 
unmixed with any other consideration. 

" I think it hardly necessary to call yotlr recollec- 
tion to the recent circumstances under which I as- 
sumed the authority deiegated me by .parliament. 
At a moment of unexampled difficulty and danger 
I was called upon to make a selection of persons to 
whom I should intrust the functions of the execu- 
tive government. My sense of duty to our royal fa- 
tiier solely decided that choice ; and every private 
feeling gave way to considerations which a^nitted 
of no doubt or hesitation. 

** I trust I acted in that respect as the genuine re- 
presentative of the august person whose functions I 
was appointed to discharge ; and I have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing, that such was the opinion of per- 
sons for whose judgment and honouraole feelings I 
entertain the highest respect. In various instances, 
as you well know, where the law of the last ses- 
sion left me at full liberty, I waived any personal 
grati^cation in order that his mayesty mi^t pesum^. 
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on bis restoration to faesdth, every power and prero- 
ffative belonging to the crown. I certainly am the 
test person to whom it can be permitted to despair 
of our royal father's recovery. A new era is now 
arrived, and I cannot but reflect with satisfaction on 
the events which have distinguished the short period 
Of my restricted regency. Instead of suffering in 
the loss of her possessions, by the gigantic force 
which has been employed against them. Great Britain 
has added most important acquisitions to her enq>ire. 
The national faith has been preserved inviolaUe to- 
wards our allies ; and if character is strength, as ap- 
plied to a nation, the increased and increasing repu- 
teticm of his majesty's arms will show to the nations 
of the continent, how much they may achievo when 
animated by a glorious spirit of resistance to a fo- 
reign yoke. In the critical situation of tho war in 
the peninsula, I shall be most anxious to avoid any 
meaiure which can lead my allies to suppose that I 
mean to depart from the present system. Perseve- 
rance alone can achieve the great object in question ; 
and I cannot withhold, my approbation from those 
who have honourably distinguished themselves in 
sui^rt of it. I have no predilections to indulge-* 
no resentments to gratify— no objects to attain, but 
such as are common to the Whole empire. If such 
is the leading pirinciple of my conduct — and I can 
appeal to the past as evidence of what the future will 
be— I flatter myself I shall meet with the support of 

girliament, and of a candid and enlightened nation, 
aving made this communication of mv sentiments 
in this new and extraordinary crisis of our afikirs, 
I cannot conclude without expressing the gratifica^ 
tion I should feel, if some of those persons with 
whom the early habits of my public life were formed, 
would strengthen my hands, and constitute a part 
of my government. With such 8up{)ort, and aided 
by a vigorous and united administration, formed on 
the most liberal basis, I shall look with additioiud 
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eonfidenee to a prosperous issue of the most aidnous 
contest in which Great Britain was ever engistged. 
You aire authorized to conmiunicate those sentiments 
feo Lord Grey, who, I have no doubt, will make them 
known to Lord Grenvllle. 

" I am always, my dearest Frederick, 
"Your ever affectionate brother. 



(Sigrned) "GEORGE P. R.'' 
Feb.lS,: 



•* Carhrm House, Feb. 13, 1812." 

" P.S.— T shall send a copy of this letter imme- 
diately to Mr. Perceval." 

Mr. Perceval had led the attack which displaced 
the coalition ministry. To join him, and be also 
his subordinates, woiJld have had all the shame of a 
third coalition, without the profit. The proposal was 
declined ; and the nation proceeded, unconscious of 
its loss. In 1811, Portugal had been completely 
cleared of the enemy. In 1812, the great battle of 
Salamanca gave a proof that the British troops 
eould be superior to the enemy in tactics as well as 
in valour, — ^that they were **a mancsuvring army;'* 
Madrid was freed from the usurpin? king, and the 
French supremacy in Spain approached its end. 

But while Mr. Perceval was thus prosperously 
directing the afifairs of the empire, the hand of an 
assassin put an end to his blameless and active life. 
On the evening of the 11th of May, as he was pass- 
ing through the lobby of the house of cdmmons, a 
man, who had previously placed himself in the re- 
cess of the doorwayi fired a ][dstol into his bosom. 
The ball entered his heart ; he uttered butihe words, 
**rm murdered," tottered forwards a few steps, and 
fell into the arms of some persons who had rushed 
to his assistance. He was carried into the room of 
the speaker's secretary, while medical aid was sent 
for. But all waa hopeless; he died within a few 
minutes. The atrocious act was so tnstantaneoiis, 
Aa2 
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tittt the aastiMn was not observed fcMr 001110 tlaie ; 
be had letired calmly towards a bench, and was 
looking at the scene of confusion when he was 
seized. He made no attempt either to escape or re- 
sist, but merely said, " I am the unhappy man f and 
surrendered himself to the members, who, on hear- 
ing the shot, had crowded into the lobby. He was, 
of course, committed to Newgate and brought to 
trial. 

His conduct in this fatal transaction was a melan- 
choly proof of the delusions to which a mind even 
of some intelligence may be exposed by a violent 
temper. He told his story with the simplicity of 
perfect innocence. He was an Englishman, residing 
for some years as a merchant at Archangel. Be- 
coming b^ikrupt, and conceivinghimself aggrieved 
by the Russian government, he had 2q[>pli^ to the 
British ambassador for redress ; but he having none 
to give, BeUingham detennined to shoot him for 
what he pronounced his negligence. The ambassa- 
dor escaped by being recalled, and BeUingham fol- 
lowed him to London,— to " shoot him there." Still 
this obnoxious officer escaped; and the brojcen mer- 
chant sent in a suecessioii of memorials to the mi- 
nisters. He was at last informed, that they had no 
means of i»rocunng retribution from the Russian go- 
vernment ; and be " made up his mind to shoot the 
tot minister who came in his way." He had spent 
the day walking about London; and when the hour 
approached at which the business of the house of 
commons usually begins, had stationed himself at the 
lobby door, with a case of pistols in his pocket. He 
added, that ^ having no personal hostility to Mr* Per- 
ceval, he would have preferred shooting the ambas- 
sador ; but that, as the matter iumed out, he was 
satisfied that he had only done his duty, and," placing 
his hand on his heart, ** his justification was therefi 
He was forty-two years of ase, of a pale, intelligwit 
countenance, and with the \oA of a gentleman. On 
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liie tiiaL an attempt was viade by lus cowsd to pr9v« 
liini insane ; but be made no pretence of tbat Batuxe* 
was found guilty, persisted to the last in asserting 
that he was justified in the murder, and died, frigra 
an4 fearless, a reasoning madman. 

The prince regent, who was deeply shocked by the 
death of the minister, expressed his sense of the mis- 
fortune, by sending down a message to the house the 
day after, condoling with them on the general loss, 
aiicl proposing an annuity for Mrs. Perceval and her 
children. Tlie house voted four thousand pounds 
a^year for the widow^s life, with the evident intention 
of her applying this munificent provision to the sup* 
port of her children. But the grant would have been 
more wisely worded if it had been limited to her 
widowhood ^ for, to the surprise of the country, the 
lady, thus amply dowered, solaced herself without 
loss of time in a second marriage, and gave a lesson 
to the house for their future dealings with the wearers 
of weeds. 

The premiership had now returned to the hands 
of the resent ; and the Marquis Wellesley was com- 
missioned to form an administration. Lords Grey 
and GrenviUe,,as the heads of the whigs, were ap- 
plied to ; but the old fate of the party clung to them 
still. No combination of grave men ever possessed 
in such perfection the art of turning all their measures 
Into the shape of absurdity. They loudly declared 
that a whiff administration was essential to the 
country, and then declared that no whig administra<» 
tion should be formed unless they ha^ possessioA 
of the whole royal patronage. The regent wished 
to retain the officers of the household : the whigs pro- 
tested that they would not stir hand nor foot, unless 
their terms for" saving their country" were instantly 
granted, and the household given as the first depo- 
sitei Without wandering through the whole laby- 
rinth of an intrigue at once ridiculous and contempt- 
ible, it, is enou^ to say^ that the cabal met their 
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tvniil destiny. They were defeated, sent back igno- 
miniously to the opposition benches, and left to 
meditate on the wisdom of asking too much, and 
losing 'all. 

What was to be thon^t of the patriotism of men 
who, on their own showing, would postpone the pre- 
servation of the empire to the low cupidity or child- 
ish vanity of making chany^rlains and vice-cham- 
berlains,— those titled valets and embroidered me- 
nials, obsolete fragments of the obsolete times of 
parade, that encumber courts, and equally fatigue the 
eye of king and people ? Their phrase of " riding 
rough-shod through Caoiton House,^' too, had not been 
lost upon the regent, and he must have shrunk from 
such grasping claimants for the price of rescuing 
empires from ruin. But their defeat was directly 
the work of Sheridan. In all the misfortunes of that 
extraordinary man, there still survived some of that 
warm-heartedness which had early distinguished him 
from his party. His inevitable consciousness of his 
own great talents made him look with scorn on the 
sullen hauteur, and cold and frowning severity round 
him,— those intrenchmenta which pretension throws 
up against the approach of real ability. His con- 
nexion with Fox was one of personal fondness, and 
natural admiration ; but with the death of that emi- 
nent individual, whose amenity of manners could 
dlone popularize the whig peerage, Sheridan^s attach- 
ment perished ; and he Sienceforth suffered himself 
less to be led than dragged along by the obligations 
of party. The volunteer spirit was gone, and if he 
appeared on the mustert or went into the field, it was 
simply to avoid the stigma of desertion. 

He nad long been personally attached to the prince, 
to whom he observes, in a correspondence on the 
<;hanges of ministry, '* Jiuiius said, in a public letter 
of his addressed to your royal father, * the fate which 
made you a king forbade your having a friend.* I 
deny his proposition as a general maxim. I aia 
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confident that your royfli higlineM possesseB qosli* 
ties to win and secure to you the attachment and de* 
votion of private friendship, in spite of your being a 
sovereign."* He felt for the situation in which we 
resent miist find himself, with masters, who had 
exhibited such a disposition to have all, even before 
they could call themselves, servants. On a amiiar 
attempt, the year before, he had let loose the foUowinf 
lines, in imitation of Rochester's to Charles : — 



M>DRESS TO THE PBINGE. 

In all bwniUty we crare, 
Onr Regent may become our slsre } 
And being so, we tnist that h» 
Will thank ns for our loyalty. 
Then, if he'll help as to pfoll down 
His fhtber's dignity and crown, 
WMl stake him, in some time to come, 
The greatest prittM in CbriatenAnB, 

The demand of the household was so obviously in 
the spirit of political extortion, that all the prince's 
immediate friends were indignant against it. ^ Yott 
shall never part with one of them«" wasthechivaliie 
declaration of the Marquis of Hastings. Sheridan 
took an equally characteristic way, and which, by 
its very form, he clearly intended to cover the whole 
transaction with ridicule. The household, as a mat- 
ter of etiquette, had offered their resignations ; and 
Sheridan, armed with this intelligence, went out to 
take his daily walk in St. James's-street. Some ru- 
mour of it had transpired, and Mr. Tierney, then 
high in the whig councils, stopped him, and asked 
whether the news were true. **What will you 
bet that it isT" said Sheridan, "for J will bet any 
man five hundred guineas that it is nxit.^ The con- 
versation was carried without delay to the party. 
The hook was completely swallowed* The treaty 

'^Hooire. 
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was broken off, and when the eyes of those noble 
peisons were at last opened, they found that they 
had been repulsed by an imaginary obstacle, and out- 
witted by a wager, and even a fictitious wager ! 

Their next intelligence was of a more solid kind. 
The Earl of Liverpool stated in the house of lords 
that the prince regent had appointed him first lord 
ofthetreasury.^ 



CHAPTER XVI- 

The British Empire. 

Aftkr ten years of solitude and mental priyation, 
the good king, George the Third, was called from 
the world.t His last hours were without pain, and, 
fortunately, without a return of that understanding 
which could have shown him only the lonff state of 
suffering in which he had lain. His death excited 
universal sympathy, and the day on which his ho- 
noured remains were conmiitted to the grave, was 
observed with unfeigned - reverence and sorrow 
throughout his empire. 

The prince regent was now summoned to his in- 
heritance, and George the Fourth was enthroned 
kinff of England, the noblest dominion tjiat the sun 
looks upon ! 

The immense magnitude of the Roman empire 
might well have justified the Roman pride. It co- 
vered a million and a half of square miles of the finest 
portion of the globe. Stretching three thousand 
miles, from the Atlantic to the Euphrates ; and two 
thousand miles, from the northern borders of Dacia 
to the tropic of Cancer; it was the seat of all the 

*8tborJiiiw,181t, 1MdiJaiiliaiy,18Ml 
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choicest fertility, beauty and wealth, of the world. 
Imagination sinks under, the idea of this prodigious 
power in the hands of a singk nation, and that na« 
tion in the hands of a single man. 

It might be difficult, on human grounds, to discover 
the ultimate causes of this mighty donative of supre- 
macy to an Itahan peninsula. But in the govern- 
ment of the Great Disposer of events nothing is done 
without a reason,, and that the wisest reason. The 
reduction of so vast a portion of the earth under 
one sceptre was among the providential means of 
extending Christianity. The easier intercourse, the 
similarity of law, the mor^ complete security of life 
and. property, the general pacification of nations, 
which, under separate authority, would have filled 
the earth with blood» — all the results of melting 
down the scattered diadems of Europe and Asia into 
one, — ^palpably corresponded with the purpose of pro- 
pagating the last and greatest revelation. 

This purpose of the Roman empire accounts for 
its sudden breaking up, and the absence of aU proba- 
bility that it will ever have a successor. When 
Christianity was once firmly fixed, the use of this 
superb accumulation of power was at an end. None 
like itself shall follow it, because its use cannot re- 
turn. Society has been, for the wisest purposes, re- 
duced into fragments; and the peaceful rivalry of 
nations in arts and civiUs^ation is to accomplish that 
illustrious progress, which, under the pressure of a 
vast, uniform dominion, must have been looked for 
in vain. 

But another paramount dominion was yet to be 
created, of a totally different nature ; less compact, 
yet not less permanent ; less directly wearing the 
shape of authority, yet perhaps still more irresistible ; 
and in extent throwing the power of Rome out of 
all comparison — the British empire. Its sceptre is 
Influence. — Tlie old policy brought force into the 
field agaii^t force ; it tore down me opposing king- 
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doms by main strength ; H chained to the ground thd 
neck of the barbarian, whom it had first discomfited 
by the sword. This was the rude discipline of 
times, when the sternness of savage human nature 
was to be tamed only by the dexterous and resolute 
sternness of civilization. Byt a nobler and more 
softened state of our being has foUowed, and for it a 
more lofty and humane discipline has been provi- 
dentially given. 

England is now the actual governor of the earth ; 
]f true dominion is to be found in being the common 
source of appeal in all the injuries and conflicts of 
rival nations, the common succour against the ca- 
lamities of nature, the great ally which every power 
threatened with war labours first to secure or to ap- 
pease, the centre on wMch is suspended the peace 
of nations, the defender of the wronged, and, highest 
praise of all, the acknowledged origin and example 
to which eveiy rising nation looks for laws and con- 
stitution ! For whose opulence and enjo)nment are 
the ends of the earth labouring at this hour 1 For 
whom does the Polish peasant run his plough through 
the ground! For whom does the Amencan, with 
half a world between, hunt down his cattle, or plant 
his cotton ? Pot whom does the Chinese gather in 
his teas, or the Brazilian his gold and precious 
stones? England is before the eyes of all. To 
whose market does eveiy merchant of the remotesfr 
comers of the wcnrld look ? To whose cabinet does , 
every power-, from America to India, turn with an ' 
interest surpassing all other 1 Whose public feeling 
does every people, struggling to raise itself in the 
rank of nati(»is, supplicate % The answer is sug- 
gested at once,— England's. At this hour, a British 
cannon fired would be the Bignal for plunging every 
kingdom of Europe into war. 

This sovereignty contains all the essentials of the 
old dominion without its evUs. It is empire, without* 
the diarges, the hazards, the profligacy, and the 
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lynumy of empire. 'Nothing but despotism could 
haTe kept together the mass of the Roman state. 
The nature of its parts was rCT)ulsion, and the com- 
mon band a chain of iron. The supremacy of Eng- 
land is of a more elevated kind, the supremacy of a 
magnificent central luminary, round which all the 
vest revolre, urged by impulses suitable to their 
various frames, and following their common course 
with a feeling that it is the course of nature. 

If we glance at British India, we shall fi^d It the 
most important foreign possession ever ruled by an 
European power. The Spanish colonies in South 
America were more extensive, but they were, in a 
bouncQess proportion, wilderness— regions of forest, 
swamp, and sand. In the peninsula of Hindostan, 
England governs an immense realm of extraordinary 
fertility ; for the chief part, crowded with popular 
tion, and the ancient seat of wealth to the world. 
By a gradoal progress of combined policy and 
conquest, she has advanced from a factory to an 
empire. 

Of all revolutions of power, this was the happiest 
for India. No country of earth had been, from the 
earliest periods of authentic history, so habitually 
the object of invasion and plunder. Its wealth, its 
diversity of government, and the harmless and un- 
warlike habits of its people, at once excited the cupi- 
dity and encouraged the violence of all the barbarian 
tribes of Asia. From the days of Alexander India 
was overflowed by the resistless depredations of Tar- 
tar and Turcoman, on east, north, and west ; the early 
Persian, the Saracens under Mahomet's generals and 
successors, the Mogul under Zingis and Tamerlane, 
the Persian again under Nadir Shah. While the 
Western empire was sinking under the perpetual 
influx of the Scythian tribes, the same scene was 
going on in the East; but with the distinction that 
the Italian invader became a settler on the soil, and, 
gradnally, a bulwark against invasion. The Indian 
Bb 
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iarader came like the locust, and went like the 
locust, to return at the moment when the first vege- 
tation sprang out of the withered and cankered soil. 
l*he dynasties too that rose in India from the blood 
of the Mahometan conquerors, inherited the savage 
and predatory spirit of their race, and every throne 
was exposed to perpetual violence. Into the midst 
of this chaos the power of England came like a 
mighty minister of good ; her system of mediation 
assuaged the wrath of barbarians, who till then 
had never thought of delaying their vengeance ; and 
the fear of the irresistible English arms coerced the 
furious, and protected the peaceable, even where an 
English soldier had never planted his foot. But the 
territory in actual possession of the English was 
proverbial for ita tranquillity. The land which had 
seen an invader every dozen years, and been turned 
into a howling wilderness by those most merciless of 
all inflictions, has never seen a hostile face since the 
days of Hyder Ali. 

Cavils are easily made against all things humaor 
There must be weaknesses and deficiencies in all 
great establishments ; but it would be ungenerous and 
untrue to deny, that the principles of our govern- 
ment in the East are conformable to the manliness* 
benevolence, and integrity of the British character. 
Our labours have been directed to the security of 
property, to the inculcation of honesty and generous 
feeling in the public functionaries, to the sanctity of 
moral obligation, and to the introduction of a purer 
judicial code. Those are the highest benefits thai 
nation can confer on nation. And, for those, what 
do we receive in return ?— power, undoubtedly, but 
wealth none. The Indian treasury scarcely pays the 
various expenditures of its administration. Unlike 
the other masters of that noble country, we extract 
nothing from the miseries of the people. Our reve- 
nues are refunded to the soil from which they aie 
drawn. The only income of the India Company 
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arises from commerce, and the only productive com- 
merce is with China. 

But the expiration of the Company's charter will 
give a new existence to our intercourse. The strange 
and discordant principles which must belong to a 
government mixed of civil and commercial control, 
with a litigated sceptre, one half in the hands of 
ministers, and the other half in the hands of a mer- 
cantile committee, will be extinguished, and the In- 
dian peninsula enjoy the full benefits of her fertility 
and her situation, unencumbered by the restraints of 
an essentially jealous monopoly. Already an ex- 
tension of her trade to the various ports of England 
has been attended with opulent returns. Industry 
has been excited in India, and ehterprise in England : 
when both shall be ripe for the total freedom of com- 
merce, the benefits to both maybe beyond calculation. 

A great eastern region has been, witliin these few 
years, opened to us. The archipelago that spreads 
almost from Ceylon to Japan, the most various, fer- 
tile, and lovely zone of islands on the face of the 
globe, the native country of all the richest products » 
the sugar-cane, and the spices, is now traversed by 
our vigorous adventure. The brilliant experiment 
of a free trade has been made among those islands, 
and its effect has been to create a most prosperdus 
and powerful settlement in seas hitherto swept by 
pirates. Britisli capital is rapidly flowing to this 
fortunate spot ; the trade of China and India is rush- 
mg down to it in increasing streams ; and its found- 
ers may yet be jreckoned among the founders of some 
vast and benevolent empire, some magnificent east- 
em Carthage, without its criminal ambition, and 
ssdTe from its fall ; a noble imbodying of that com- 
meroisd liberality and public honour which Eng- 
land aione could offer to eastern eyes, and which 
is at once the sign of her strength, and the security 
of her dominion. 
' Even in Afiica, later years have made some casual 
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advances, which maybe stresgthenedinto Bubstantial 
progress. Our settlements at its southern promon- 
lory are still feeble, and struggling with uneiroected 
and difSicult anomalies of climate ; droughts of three 
years that bom up all cultivation, followed by torrents 
of a single night that sweep away the harvest and 
t]|B cultivator. But where English industry has 
onee planted its step, it has sel&m receded. The 
extravagant hopes of the first settlers have, by this 
time, been subdued into a fair estimate of their 
situation* They have fixed their standard, and it 
will never be plucked up. Larger examination of 
the country has found out districts more susceptible 
of secure cultivation; and we shall, before many 
years are passed, hear no more of Hottentot inva- 
sions, the ravages of wild beasts, or the stubbornness 
of the seasons. To those will succeed the vigorous 
fruits of Enghsh society, wise laws, active experi- 
ments on the capabilities of Ihe country, commercial 
efibrts, and the use of those admirable inventions by 
which the powers of nature are made the servants 
of man. They have already in the settlements at 
the Gape, the mail-coach, the steam-engine, and the 
gas-light ;— -ten years ago, they had the naked barba- 
rian, the lion, and the wilderness. 

^n the western side, too, of this sullen continent 
our late discoveries give some hope of secure and 

E reductive knowledge. Denham and Clapperton 
ave made their country acquainted with the cen- 
tral region of Africa. They have found it compa^* 
ratively temperate, though under the line ; compa^ 
ratively civilized, though scarcely knowiog the name 
of Europe ; and fertile to an extraordinary degree. 
To gain a commercial route to this country is now 
the most interesting problem : a part of its territory 
reaches to within a fortnight's journey of the coast of 
Benin. The ^reat rivers. run towards the Gulf 
of Benin; and it is presumed that the Niger, so long 
a subject of eager inquiry in its source, its directiQUt 
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and its month, empties itself into this gidf. If a ii». 
Yigation into the interior can be found, important re* 
suits may be looked for. Commercial advantages 
must be amqng the more immediate consequences; 
and the land of gold and ivory, gums, and perhaps 
of other valuable products, must be thrown open to 
England. But higher objects of general utility and 
honourable benevolence may be in reserve. The dif- 
fusion of the arts and knovirledge of Europe among 
a peoi^e not yet perverted by the atrocities of the 
slave-trade, a better ^stem of morality, the spirit 
of law, and of Christianity, would be the gifts of 
British intercourse : a vast multitude of the human 
race would be elevated in their rank as social be- 
ings. The steam-navigation, which seems to have 
been almost especially designed for the use of 
penetrating the great solid continents, would leave 
no recess of the whole region of central Africa 
unexplored. 

Passing down to the east and south of the Indian 
isles, we come to a fifth continent, New-Holland* 
stretching nearly thirty degrees from north to south* 
and nearly thirty-five from east to west ! Here dis- 
covery has yet advanced only far enough to know 
that its interior contains but a few half-naked sa- 
vages, and that an immense portion of its soil is 
friendly to European produce. The British settle- 
ments on its eastern coast have already assumed a 
vigour and stability which place them beyond the 
Imardid of early colonization : pasturage and agri- 
culture, the natural pursuits of young states, ajne 
giving them opulence ; a moral population is rapidly 
superseding, or civilizing, the origmal settlers ; Eng- 
lish habits and laws are firmly planted in this bound- 
less region ; and a dominion is rising thete which 
may be destined, at no long interval, to become the 
powerful and fortunate means of ^Liberating the whole 
splendid chain of the Indian isles from the supersti- 
Bb3 
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tkUtt, miseries, and tyrannies ihat have ftnr so maoqr 
ageSB defeated the unparalleled bounty of nature. 

An extraordinary phenomenon presented in the 
Bouthom ocean may render our settlements in New 
South Wales of still more eminent importance. A 
SIXTH coNnNENT is iu the very act of growing iip be- 
fore our eyes ! The Pacific is spotted with isurnds 
through the immense space of nearly fifty degrees 
of longitude, and as many of latitude. Each of 
these islands seems to be merely a central spot for 
the formation of coral banks, which, by a perpetual 
I»ogress, are rising from the depths of tne sea. '^The 
union of a few of those masses of rock shapes itself 
into a solid circle, the seeds of plants are carried te 
it b^ birds or by the waves^ and firom the moment 
that it overtops the waters, it is covered with vege- 
tation. The new island constitutes in its turn a 
centre of growth to another circle. The great 
powers of nature are in peculiar activity in this re- 
gion; -and to her tardier processes she often calls the 
assistance of the volcano and the earthquake. From 
the south of New-Zealand to the north of the Sand- 
wich Islands, the waters absolutely teem with those 
future seats of civilization. The coral insect, the 
diminutive builder of all those mighty piles, is un* 
ceasingly at work: the ocean is intersected with 
myriads of its lines of foundation ; and when the 
rocky substructure shall have finally excluded the 
sea, then will come the dominion of man. 

Passing round the southern cape of America to 
the western Atlantic, we again find the British empire^ 
the chain of the West Indian islands, covering the 
whole shore of Mexico ; the noblest breakwater in 
the world, stretching through nearly twenty degrees 
of latitude, and sixteen of longitude. The fertility, 
peculiar productions, and commercial value of those 
islands are matters of common knowledge. But 
they have lately acquired a still higher value, as 
means of power. Until the year 1783 the whole 
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fwagfi of the iriands had been coBtemplated in 
scarc^y a more elevated point of view than as sup- 
plying the English inarkets with sugar and coffee. 
To their west lay a vast and obscure world, known 
only as the residence of Spanish pride and tyranny, 
and of an unhappy and decaying native population,— 
a boundless extent of forest and fen, of ignorance 
and savage life, productive for no puipose of good 
to the great faoiily of nations. 

To their north lay British America, more known, 
more vigorously forced into the service of human 
nature, more abundant in prospects of national gran- 
deur and social virtue; yet still a series of lonely 
colonies, struggling with the difficulties of situation, 
with novelty of climate, with individual poverty, and 
the general countless disabilities of men torn pain«- 
fuUy from an old and highly civilized country. 

"flie American war forced those colonies into new 
activity. Tlie spirit and manliness which might 
have been worn out in the silent and unexciting war- 
fare with the swamp and the forest, were suddenly 
turned to the most stiningof all human purposes^ 
war for popular objects. The struggle awoke the 
United States to an instantaneous and lasting dis- 
play of national energy. No pacific connexion wiUi 
England could have placed them so suddenly in the 
laiu: of leading powers. War seems to be the me- 
lanchcdy price that every nation must pay for emi- 
nence. And the martial attitude of republican Ame- 
rica not less drew upon her the eyes of Europe, 
with an interest that would not have been vouch- 
safed, though her shoulders were stooping under the 
quiet wealth of the western hemisphere. But Ame- 
nea at war with England raised the West Indies 
into direct importance. They offered the harbours, 
i!a» magasines, and the citadels, from which the wrath 
of Britain was to be hurled against the rebellious 
<KMitiuent. 
. From this period must be dated the commence* 
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ment of that noble national indignation, which y 
detennined to extinguish the British slaYe-trade. 
The more frequent intercourse of our military 
officers and public functionaries with the islands, 
brought abuses and crimes to light to which no 
public indignation had been turned, merely because 
there was no public knowledge. The Englishman* 
proceeding directly from his free country into the 
centre of the slave-community, was struck with 
horror at scenes, which, to the habitual avarice of 
the merchant, or the habitual tyranny of the planter, 
w^ere unmarked and natural. The general sensibility 
was now awakened, and from that hour the abolition 
of the slave-trade was virtually decreed. The Bri- 
tish parliament gave the first deadly blow to this 
guilty traffic, and England was disburdened of a 
weight of crime. 

Since that period the keys of a still more Gplendid 
influence have been given to the West Indian islands. 
The French Revolution, that strove in vain to break 
up the power of Spain in Europe, utterly destroyed 
it in the New World. In this desperate war, which 
tasked all the powers of the mother country, ^e had 
no strength to retain the colonies. The storm was 
too strong on the roval ship of Spain to leave her at 
liberty to keep her dependencies in her wake. She 
was forced to cast them adrift ; and, once left to take 
their own free course, no human power could hope 
to bring them back to their old connexion. 

After a war of eleven years, Mexico and the north- 
em provinces of South America were recompensed 
for their sacrifices by freedom. Those years were 
marked by strange, and sometimes bloody, reverses. 
The Spanish officers, released from the perpetual 
and perplexing supervision of their own court, often 
exhibited the qualities that once made Spain the 
model of European warfare. Signal instances of 
intrepidity, sagacious generalship, gallant enterprise, 
and, above all, patience of hardship and privation. 
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were to be foimd among tbe royal anmes* But Uiey 
were encouatered^ if by inferior military knowledge! 
by equal intrepidity, and by the spirit of independ* 
ence, itself e<)uivalent to victory. Those fine faro* 
yinces are still perplexed with dissen8i(Hi8 ; but uey 
have broken their bonds for ever. 

It is a striking and most important feature in the 
intercourse jDf this invaluable portion of the New 
World with England, that it promises to be wholly 
peacefuL There is no probable ground for war $ no 
mtermediate territory to which both can cast a Jea« 
lous eye, no ancient bickering, no rivalry of trade. 
The obvious interest of the republics is peace, and 
peace with England above all other nations. They 
have been led forward by her powerful hand from the 
first mojQ^ent ; they have been recognised in Europe 
first by her, they have been sustained by her finance, 
they are clothed and furnished by her manufactures. 
They are now rapidly filling with the enterprise and 
productive vigour of the English mind* In a few 
generations, unless some most disastrous and most 
unexpected event should cloud those fortunate pros* 
pects, they will be but England on a larger scale. 

But the West Indies are at once the warehouses 
from which this opulent connexion will be suppUed 
along the whole coast of the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the fortresses by which it will be defended. 

'Hie prospects of England in this quarter are not 
yet exhausted. A still more superb vision awaits 
her commercial grandeur. In a few years the Isth- 
mus of Darien will be an isthmus no more, but the 
gate of the l^ghway of all nations. The whole 
coast of Japan and its archipelago, hitherto so 
fiercely prohibited to European activity ; the jealous 
frontier of China; the semi-barbarous, yet opulent, 
states bordering the seas from Formosa to Malaya; 
will be ine viubly thrown open. No political restraint 
can guard the immense shore of eastern and southern 
iUia, when once the passage shall be open throui^ 
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Mexico. All the forces of dU the soyereigfnties of 
the East could not repel the perpetual and powerful 
allurements that wiU be offered to the people by an 
unrestrained interchange of their produce for the 
manufactures and luxuries with which commerce 
comes full-handed. 

The present voyage from the Thames to China 
generally occupies five months. The ship's course, 
in that time, from the variety of winds and other 
causes, is seldom less than from fifteen to twenty 
thousand miles. The outfit for this immense voyage, 
the hazards of the course through difficult seas, and 
the natural slowness of the returns, have hitherto re- 
stricted the commerce of European nations with the 
eastern and southern coasts of Asia, more than all 
the follies and t3nrannies of its governments. 
. But, by the opening of the istlimus, the whole voy* 
age will be made almost on a parallel, and with almost 
a single wind. This great sea-gate once passed, 
before the navigator hes an immense expanse of 
ocean, that well deserves its name; the Pacific 
is of all seas the most unruffled. A brief period 
of storm comes at its regular season, as if merely 
to clear away the impurities of this quiet world of 
waters and its tepid atmosphere. Thenceforth all is 
calm for months together. The central zone of the 
Pacific is swept by the trade wind. AU to the north 
and south is the true region for the steamboat ; that 
unequalled invention, by which a new power is given 
to science over nature, and man is made lord of the 
wind and the tide, the storm and the calm. 

But England, sharing with all other nations in the 
advantages of this new and incalculable increase of 
the ridbies of the world, — or rather, taking the lead in 
this great pdth of opulent discovery, as she had done 
in all others, — ^must derive from the West Indian 
islands an in^uence altogether independent of her 
commercial enterprise. They intercept the whole 
Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean Sea. The gate 
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may be in the hands of Mexico, bnt ihe road to it is 
in we hands of iSngland. She could shut it up at a 
moment. Not a s^ from Europe could pass, if she 
prohibited it from her West Indian throne. 

Contingencies like those are deeply to be depre- 
cated. No man friendly to human nature, or to the 
supremacy of England, which is identified with the 
freedom, happiness, and security of human nature, 
can desire to see the world again thrown into a state 
of hostility. But if this reluctant necessity should 
arise, here stands the citadel, from which the mis- 
tress of the seas can shake both hemispheres I 

Turning to the north of this continent, the founda- 
tions of a new empire are seen in Canada. This 
region is, for all actual purposes, boundless ; stretch* 
ing as it does from Nova Scotia, in forty-four degrees 
north latitude, to the Pole ; and from Newfoundland 
to the Pacific, through eighty degrees of longitude. 
H it be objected, that the Canadas are still a wilder- 
ness, and visited with intense cold; it is justly 
answered, that their whole extent is capable of sus- 
taining life, as is shown by the residence of the 
Indian tribes, and the hunters of the Hudscm's Bay 
and North-west companies ; that the most populous 
portion of Russia is twenty degrees to the north of 
the American border of Upper Canada ; that Mont- 
real hes in nearly the same parallel which cuts 
through the south of France, the Adriatic, and the 
Black Sea! And, above all, that the colonists 
crowding to that country are Englishmen, — a race 
proverbially successful in all the tasks to be achieved 
by patient vigour and fearless adventure. Those 
men requireonly room; their native energies will 
do the rest. The forest will be cleared, the morass 
drained, the prairie will be a corn-field, the sandy hill 
will bear the vine ; the huge lakes, those Mediterra- 
neans of the New World, will be covered with the 
products of the mineral and agricultural wealtih of 
the comitry ; coal has been iready discovered in 



•00 G»»«B t>HB POimTH. [1820. 

great abundaiioe ; iron and the various metals are 
already worked ; the hills abound in erery kind of 
limestone, up to the purest maible. The climate is 
sing:ularly healthy, llie higher latitude repels adl 
the summer epidemics that ravage the United States. 
Even in the severity of its winter, all that is injurious 
win 3deld to the thinning of the forests, the drainagfe 
of the swamps^ and the other labours of the accu- 
mulating population. The temperature of the Eu- 
ropean climates has gradually given way to the same 
means. The north of France, at the time of the 
Roman conquest, was incapable of rearing the vme. 
The north of Germany was the habitual seat of win.* 
ter. Its frosts and damps, more than the sword of 
Arminius, repelled the Roman soldier, seasoned as 
he was, beyond all other men, to all vicissitudes of 
climate. 

But whatever may be the dreams of England^s su- 
premacy in this quarter of the globe, in one thing 
she cannot be a dreamer, — in the lofty and cheering 
consciousness that she has laid the foundation of a 
great society, where all before was a wilderness. 
Whether the Canadas shall retain their allegiance, or 
shake it off, there will, at least, be human beings 
wheie once was solitude ; law, where once was the 
lieense of savage life ; religion, where the Indian 
<mce worshipped in brutish ignorance ; and England's 
will be the wand that struck the waters from the rock, 
and filled the desert with fertility and rejoicing. 

It becomes an intei-esting question, whether this 
singular proi^rity does not contain within itself the 
seeds of decline 1 But we have a right to distrust 
those pophets of evil who exert their ss^city only 
in seemg the seeds of ruin in the most palmy state 
of national fortune. If all the leading commercial 
powers have fallen, England has been placed in a 
condition distinct from them all. All ttiose states 
were exclusively commercial : they had no foundation 
in the land. Tyre, Carthage, Venice, Genoa, Hoi- 
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iaiid) hsd bo tarnloffy exteuaive enooKh to glt^ thcut 
a national existenee independently of the sea: ibiey 
were strips of territory, inhabited by men whoae 
natural dwelling was on shipboard ; they had no po- 
pulation that could meet tiie attack of the military' 
powers that pressed on them by land ; their whole 
armour was in front, their backs were naked. All 
the maritime states were thus compelled to the 
perilous expedient of employing foreign mercenaries. 
The mercantile jealousy that uniformly refused the 
rights of citizenship to the neighbouring state^ left 
the merchant helpless in his da^j^f danger. The 
French cavalry insulted the gateOp" Amsterdam at 
pleasure ; the Austrians seized 6effi>a, and besieged 
Venice, when an Austrian cockboat dared not appear 
en the Adriatic. In older times, the mountaineers of 
Macedon tore down the battlements of the Phceniciaa 
cities^ when their ships were masters of all from 
Syria to the Pillars of Hercules. Seipio found but 
a solitary force of mercenaries between the shore 
and the walls of Carthage. 

From the catastrophe of those small, jealous, ai^ 
^nrannical states, wiiat argument can be ^rawn to 
the fiate of the extensive, the generous, the enlight- 
ened, and, aboveall, the free ! 

The population of the British Isles is worthy of « 
^eat dominion. It probably amounts to twenty mik 
ions; and that immense number placed under sadtk 
fortunate circumstances of rapid cpmmunicatjion and 
easy c(Hicentrati<Hi, as ta be e(raal to twice ther 
amount in any other kingdom. Facility of inter«r 
course is one of the first principles of civilized 
strength. The rapid returns of merehandiBe sure not 
Aiore indicative of prosperous commerce, than the ra^ 
pid int^eourse of human kind is essential to national 
civilization and safety. In England, for whatever' 
purpose united strength can be demanded, it is for- 
warded to the spot at once. It makes the whole laxid 
a fortress. IfEngiand were threatened with invasioft^ 
Cc 
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a hundred thousand men could be cesTeyed to the 
defence of any point of her coa3t8 within four^and* 
twenty hours ! 

Some common yet striking calculations evince the 
singular facility and frequency of this intercourse. 
The mail-coaches of England run over twelve thou- 
sand nules in a single night — ^half the circumference 
of the globe ! A newspaper published m the morn- 
ing in London, is, on the same day, read a hundred 
and twenty miles oif ! The traveller, going at 
night from London, sl^epi^, on the third night, at a 
distance of more than four hundred miles. The 
length of canal navigation in the vicinage of London 
is computed as eqiial to the whole canal navigation 
of France ! 

The late combination of the railroad and 8team« 
engine systems, and the almost miraculous rapidity 
of passage thus attained, will increase this inter- 
course in an incalctdable degree. Ten years more 
of peace may coVer England with railroads ; reliev- 
ing the country of the expenses of canals, highways, 
and all the present ponderous and wasteful modes of 
conveyance ; bringing the extremities of the land to- 
gether, by shortening the time of the journey from 
aa3rs to hours; and by the nature of the system, 
which offers the most poweif ul stimulant to llie na^ 
tive ingenuity of the English mind^ and summons the 
artificer from the rude construction of the boat and 
the wagon, to the finest science of mechanism; 
providing, in all probability, for a succession of in- 
ventions, to which even the steam-engine may be 
but a toy. The secret of directing the balloon will 
yet be discovered : and England, adding to her do- 
minion of the land and the sea the mightier masteiy 
of the air, will despise the barriers of mountain, 
desert, and ocean. 

But the most important distinction, between the 
material of British strength and that of the old com- 
mncial peimblicfi, is in the diversity of the p<^ula-. 
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tion. The land is not all a dock-yard, nor a manu- 
factory, nor a barrack, nor a ploug)ied field ; tbe na- 
tional ship has a sail for every breeze. With a 
manufacturing population of three millions, we have 
a professional population, a naval population, and a 
most powerful, healthy, and superabundant ajpn^cul- 
tural population, which supplies the drain of them 
all. Of this last ^d most indiiq>ensable class, the 
famous commercial republics were wholly destitute, 
and they therefore fell;— while England has been an 
independent and ruling lungdom since 1066, a period 
already longer than the duration of the Roman em^ 
pire from Csesar, and equal to its whole duration 
from the consi^te> 

^ But if the population of our settlements be- taken 
into account, the king of England, at this hour, com- 
mands a more numerous people than that of any 
Other sceptre on the globe; excepting the probably 
exaggerated, and the certainly ineffeptive, multitudes 
of China. He is monarch over one hundred millions 
of men ! With him the old Spanish boast is true : 
f*On his dominions the sun. never sets.*^ But the 
most illustrious attribute of this unexampled empire 
is, that its principle is benevolence ! that knowledge 
goes foith with it, that tyranny sinks before it, that 
in its magnificent, progress it abates the calamities 
of nature, that it plants the desert^ that it civilizes 
the savage, that it strikes off the fetters of the slave, 
that its spirit is at once " glory to God, and good* 
will to man. " 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
Queen Ckiroline. 

No rank can expect to be free irom the commott 
Timtations of life; and George tfae^ Fourth, always 
much attached to his relatives, had sidTered, within 
a few years, the loss of his royal mother;* of his 
brother, the Duke of Kent,t but a week before the 
des^h of his father ; and of his daughter, the Princess 
Charlotte ;t*-^ regretted by the nation; but the loss 
of the last creating an unexampled sorrow. 

Tlie Princess Charlotte, with a spirit of independ* 
ence unusual in her rank,, making her own choice^ 
and marmng Prince Leopold of Saxe-Cobourg, had 
jbcreaseathe popular affection for the heiress of the 
throne, by the remarkable propriety and domestic na- 
ture of her life during the year of her marriage. But 
her constitution was feeble ; and when she was about 
to become a mother, it seems to have been unable to re* 
sist that perilous time. She gave burth to a stiU-bom 
ehild, and, in a few hours after, unhappily sank into a 
atate of exhaustion, and died. The nation received 
the unexpected and painful intelligence as if everjr 
family had lost a daughter and an heir. Before the 
customary orders for mourning and the other marks 
of public respect could be issued, all England exhi- 
bited the deepest signs of spontaneous homage and 
sorrow. All public "places were voluntarily closed; 
all entertainments laid aside ; the churches hung 
with black by the people, and funeral sermons 
preached every where at their request : the streets 
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deserted; marriages suspended; Journeys pat off; 
die whole system of society stopped, as if it had re- 
ceived an irreparable blow« The English residents 
ahroad aH put on mourning ; and as the intelligence 
I)a8sed through ihe world, every spot where an £ng« 
Mshman was to be found, witnessed the same evi- 
dence of the sincerest national sorrow. 

If such were the loss to the people, what must it 
have been to him, who added his feelings as a father 
to those for* the broken hope of his line ; and lament- 
ing Over an innocent and fond being, dead in ths 
most exulting moment c^ a woman^s and a wife's ex- 
istence, saw before him the death-bed of two rojral 
generations ! 

But he had scarcely ascended the Hurone when 
perplexities, if of a le%s painful kind, of a more ha^ 
rassing one, awaited him. Tlie Princess Caroline^ 
his consort, who had long resided in Italy, announced 
her determination of returning to England, and de- 
manding the appointments and rank of queen. Her 
Hfe abroad had given rise to the grossest imputations ; 
and her presiding at the court of England, while 
fShose imputations continued, would have been into- 
lerable. But the means adopted to abate the offence 
argued a singular ignorance oi human nature. If 
we must not, subscribe to the poetic extravaganza, 
fliat 

" lien bw no fury like a wenuui Morned/* ■ 

it ought to have been remembered, that woman, 
once thoroughly irritated, sets no bounds to her ven- 
geance. The ^Jurens quidfosmina possit^ is as old 
as human nature : yet tms violent woman had been 
insulted by the*conduct of every English function- 
ary abroad. The announcement of her approach to 
a city where an English Embassador resided, in- 
stantly threw his entire microcosm into a state of 
chaos : diidomacy forswore her dances and dinners; 
Cc3 
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tbe whole accomplished tribe of c^ieuiMs weie Jp 
diamay ; the chief functionafy shut up his doors and 
ivijEidows, ordered post-horses, and giving himself 
efdy time to pen a hurried despatch to Uie foreign 
office, detailing the vigour with which he had per- 
formed this national duty, fled as if he were flyinjg 
from a pestilence. Foreigners, of course, with their 
usual adoption of the ambassadorial tone, added their 
laughter; until, stung by universal offence, she no 
sooner received the announcement of the death of 
George the Third, than, defying all remonstrance, 
and spuming the tardy attempts of ministers to con- 
eiliate her, i£e rushed back to England* flaming with 
revenge.* 

Lord Liverpool was utteriy unequal to the emer- 
gency: always hitherto a feeble, impurposed, and 
timid minister, he now put on a preposterous cou- 
rage, and defied &is dei^)erate woman. He might 
better have taken a tiger by the beard. He had even 
the folly to bring her to trial. With what ultimate 
object is utterly inconceivable. That he codd not 
have obtained a divorce by any law human or di- 
vine, the reasons were obvious. 4f she had be^ 
found guilty, he could have neither exiled nor im- 
prisoned her; his only resource must be her decajM- 
tation. But he knew that the people of England 
would have risen indignantly against so cru^ and 
horrid a sentence. Tliere was but one alternative 
remaining — ^to be defeated; and defeated he was, 
totally, helplessly, ignominiously. 
. The queen was probably a criminal, to the full ex» 
tent of the charge. But there had been so long a 
course of espionage, which the English mind justly 
abhors, the practices against her had been so pitiful^ 
and the details of the evidence were so repidsive, 
that the crime was forgotten in the public scorn of 
th0 a«euaers. This feeing, however auppresaed ia 
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^elugiM»rTaiiiw, took its open way with the multi- 
tude; and while ministers were forced to steal down 
to the house, or were visible, only to receive all spe- 
cies of insults from the mob, the queen went daily 
to her trial in a popular triumph. Her levees at 
Brandenburg House, a small villa on the banks of the 
Thames, where she resided for the season, were still 
more triumphant. Daily processions of the people 
^aUcd the road. The artisans marched with the 
badges of their callings; the brotherhoods of trade ; 
the masonic lodges ; the friendly societies ; all the 
aameless incorporations, which make, their charters 
without the aid of ojQice, and give their little senates 
laws; down to the fish-women; paid their respects 
in fuU costume, and assured her majesty, in many a 
liigh-flown piece of eloquence, of her " living in the 
Itearts of her faithful pisople." 

There was, doubtless, some charlatanry in the dia- 
fday. Many interests are concerned in every move 
of the popular machine. The inn-keepers on the 
xoad were the richer for this loyalty ; the turnpikes 
^aped a handscuner revenue ; the Jews sold more 
4>i that finery which has seen its best days; the 
•eoachmakers issued more of their veteran barouches ; 
•the horse-dealers supplied more of those hunters and 
chargers which have bade a long farewell to all their 
fields. All the trades were zealous promoters of 
the processions. The holyday, the summer drive, 
the dress, the "houi*s importance to the poor man^s 
heart," were not to be forgotten among the accesso- 
ries. But the true motive, paramount to all, was 
honest Engluh disdain at the mode in which the 
evidence had been collected, and the mixture of 
weakness and violence witii which the prosecution 
was carried on. Concession after concession was 
forced from ministers. The title of queen was ac- 
knowledged ; and finally, Lord Liverpool, beaten in 
the lords, and become an objiect of outrageous detest- 
ation to the populacct admitted that he could pro- 
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ceed no further, and withdrew the prosecntioit. Ther 
announcement was received with a roar of victory 
in the house. The sound was caught by the nmlti* 
tude, and London was filled with acclamations. 

The graver judgment of the country regretted^ 
that by the rashness which suffered a question of in* 
dividual vice to be mingled with one of public priii- 
ciple, the crime received the sanction which be- 
longed only to the virtue. But the deed was doiie> 
and the only hope now was, that it might be speedily 
forgotten. But this the queen would not suffer: 
the furious passions of the woman were still unap* 
peased. She took a house within sight of the palace* 
that she might present the perpetual ofience of her 
mobs to the royal eye ; she libelled the king; she 
pursued him to public places; and perscTered in this 
foolish vindictiveness, until she completely lost the 
sympathy of the people. At length, advised only by 
her own hot and bitter heart, she determined to iq- 
sult him at the coronation,* in the presence of his 
nobles, and in the highest ceremonial of his throne« 

But this fine display of the old pomps of England 
has been commemorated by so celebrated a master 
of description, that any fragment from his pen oa 
such a subject must supersede all other. It has a 
monumental value. 

Sm WALTER SCOTt's LETTER ON TH« CORONATIOK. 

" I refer you to the daily papers for the detafls of 
the great national assembly which we witnessed 
yesterday, and will hold my promise ahscived by 
sending a few general remarks upon what I saw, 
with surprise amounting to astonishment, and which 
I shall never forget. It is indeed impossible to con- 
ceive a ceremony more august and imposinff in all 
its parts, and more calculated to make the deepest 

*lMijBl3r»iail. 
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liii{NPe3noii both on the ey<e and on the lee^xapL 
The most mmate attention must have been bestowed, 
to anrange all the subordinate parts in harmony with 
the lest ; so that, among so much antiquated cer»> 
jnonial, imposing singular dresses, duties, and eh»* 
faeters upon persons accustomed to move in the 
(ordinary routine of society, nothing occurred eithei 
awkward or ludicrous, which could mar the general 
effect of the solemnity. Considering that it is but 
<me step from tiie sublime to the ridiculous, I own I 
•oonsider it as surprising that the whole ceremonial 
of the day should have passed away without the 
slightest circumstance which cbuld derange the ge- 
neral tone of solenu^feelingwhich was suited to the 
occasion. 

*^ You must haye heard a full account of the only 
disagreeable event of the day. I mean the attempt 
of the misguided lady who nas lately furnished so 
many topics of discussion, to intrude herself upon a 
ceremonial, where, not being in her proper place, to 
be present in any other must have been voluntair 
degradation. That matter is a fire of straw whicn 
has now burned to the very embers, and those who 
try to blow it into life again will oidy blacken their 
hands and noses, like mischievous children dabbling 
among the ashes of a bonfire. It seems singular, 
that being determined to be present at all ha^rds, 
this unfortunate personage should not haveprocureda 
peer's ticket, which I presume would have ensured h^ 
admittance. I willingly pass to pleasanter matters. 
- "The effect of the scene in the Abbey was be- 
y6nd measure magnificent. Imagine long galleries 
stretched among the aisles of that venerable and 
august pile — ^those which rise above the altar peal- 
ing back their echoes to a fuU and magnificent choir 
of music ; those which occupied the sides filled 
even to crowding with all that Britain has of beao* 
tiful and distinguished ; and the cross-gallery most 
appropriately occulted t^ the Westminster schooi> 
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teys, in their white suiplices, many of idiom miglit 

on that day receive imi^ressiims never to be &et 
during the rest of their lives ; imagine this, I say, 
and then add the spectacle npon the floor— the adtars 
^unoimded by the fathers of the choreh-*-the kingv 
encircled by the nobility of the land, and the eoun* 
Bc^ors of his throne, and by warriors wearing the 
honoured marks of distinction, bought by many a 
fflorious danger; — ^add to this the rich spectacle of 
the aides, crowded. with waving plumage, and coro« 
nets, and caps of honour, and the son, which brigiit- 
ened and saddened as if on purpose, now beaminff 
m full lustre on the rich and varied assemblage, and 
now darting a solitary ray, which catched, as it 
passed, the glittering folds of a banner, or the edge 
of a group of battle^xes or partisans, and then 
rested full on some fair form, ' the cynosure of neigh* 
bouring eyes,' whose circlet of diamonds g^tened 
under its mfluence* 

'* Imagine all this, and then tell me if I have m^de 
my journey of four hundred miles to little purpose. 
I do not love yoiu- cui bono men, and therefore I wUi 
not be pleased if you ask me, in the damping tone 
of sullen philosophy, what good all this has done 
the spectators ? If we restrict life to its real animal 
wants and necessities, we shall indeed be satia^d 
with * food, clothes, and fire ;' but Divine Providence, 
who widened our sources of ei^oyment beyond 
those of the animal creation, never meant that we 
should bound our wishes within suchnairow limits; 
and I shrewdly suspect that those rum est tanitgenr 
tlefolks only depreciate the natural and unaffected 
pleasure whicli men like me receive from sights of 
sfdendour and sounds of harmony, either because 
they would seem wiser than their simple neighbours, 
at the expense of being less happy; or because the 
mere pleasure of the sight and sound'is connected 
with associations of a deeper kind, to whieh they 
.ere unwilUng to yield themselves. 
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*< Leavifig ttesse gentlemen to «i}oy their own ttu* 
dom, I still more pity those* if there be any, who (be* 
mg unaUe to detect a peg on which to hang a laugh,) 
sneer coldly at this solemn festival, and are rather di»* 
posed to dwell on the expense which attends it, tlum 
on the generous feelings which it ought to awaken. 
The expense, so far as it is nation^, has gone di- 
rectly and instantly ta the encouragement of the 
British mannfaeturer and mechanic ; and so far as it 
is personal to the persons of rank attendant up<m the 
coronation, it operates as a tax up^i wealth and 
oonsideration, for the benefit of poverty and indus* 
try; a tax willingly paid by the one clase, and not 
the less acceptable to the other, because it adds a 
happy holyday to the monotony of a life of labour. 

•* But there were better things to reward my pil- 
grimage than the mere {Measures of the eye and the 
ear ; for it was impossible, wiliiout the deepest ve- 
neration, to behold the voluntary and solemn inter- 
ehange of vows between the king and his assembled 
pe^le, while he, on the one hand,^c€died God Al- 
mignty to witness his resolution to maintain their 
laws and privileges ; and while they called, at the 
same moment, on the Divine Being, to bear witness 
that they accepted him for their liege sovereign, and 
pledged to him their love and their duty. I cannot 
describe to you the effect produced by the solemn, 
yet strange mixture of the words of Scripture, with 
the sdiQuts and acclamations of the assembled multi- 
tude, as they answered to the voice of the prelate 
who demanded of them whether they acknowledged 
as their monarch the prince who claimed the sove- 
reignty in their presence. 

** It was peciniarly delightful to see the king re- 
ceive from the royal brethren, but in particular from 
the Duk6 of York, the fraternal kiss, in which they 
acknowledged their sovereign. There was an honest 
tenderness, an affectionate and sincere reverence, in 
the emtN^u^ interchanged between the Dukeof York . 
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and bis nis^esty, that «|ipfoacbed almost to a catess, 
and imprevaed all present with the electrical eoa^ 
viction, that the nearest to the throne la blood was 
the nearest also in affection*- I never heard plaudits 
g^ven more from the heart than those, that wevo 
thundered upon the royal brethren when they were 
thus pressed to each other^s bosomsr— it was the 
emotion of Batnral kindness, which, bursting out 
amid ceremonial grandeur, found an answer in eveiy 
British bosom. The king seined much affected at 
this and one or two other parts "of the ceremonial* 
even so much so as to excite some alarm aniong 
those who saw him as nearly as I did. He conw 
jpdetely recovered himself, however, and bore, gene* 
rally speaking, the fatigue of the day very weU. i 
learn, from one near Ms person, that he nmsed 
himself with great energy, ev«i when most-op« 
pressed with heat and fatigue, when any of the more 
interesting parts of the ceremony were to be per* 
formed, or when any thing occurred which excited 
his personal and immediate attention. When pr^ 
siding at the banqpset, amid the long line of his no* 
hies, he looked ^ every inch a kinff;' and nothmr 
coidd exceed the grace with which he accepted ana 
returned the various acts of homage rendered to him 
in the course of that long day. 

'^ It was alsd a very gratifying spectacle to thoee 
who think like me, to b^old the Duke of Devonshine 
and most of the distinguished whig nobility assem* 
bled round the throne on this occasion; |[iving aa 
open testimony that the differences of pohtical opi- 
nions are only skin-deep wounds, which assume at 
times an angry appearance, but have no real effect 
on the wholesoine constitution of the country. 

^ If you aik me to distingoi^ who bore him besl* 
and appeared most to sustain the character we annex 
to the assistants in such a si^mnitypl hAve no he- 
sitation to name Lord Londonderry; who, in the 
m a gn i fic ent robes of the Garter, with the cap and 
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high plmne Of the order, Walked alone, and, by his 
fine face and majestic person, formed an adequate 
representative of the Order of Edward III., the cos- 
tume of which was worn by his lordship only. The 
Duke of Wellington, with all his laurels, moved 
and looked deserving the baton, which was never 
grasped by so worthy a hand. The Marquis of 
Anglesea showed the most ex(][msite grace in ma» 
nilging his horse, notwithstandmg the want of his 
limb, which 4ie left at Waterloo. I never saw so 
fine a bridle-hand in my life, and I am rather a judge 
of * noble horsemanship.' Lord Howard's horse 
was worse bitted than those of the two former noble- 
men, but not so much so as to derange the ceremony 
of retiring back out of the Hall. 

** The Champion was performed (as of right) by 
young Dymoke, a fine-looking youth, but tearing, 
perhaps, a little too much the appearance of a maiden- 
knight, to be the challenger of the world in a king's 
behalf. He threw down his gauntlet, however, with 
becoming manhood, and showed as much horseman- 
ship as the crowd of knights and squires around 
him would permit to be exhibited. His armour was 
in good taste ; but his shield was out of all propriety, 
being a round rondache^ or highland target^ya de- 
fensive weapon, which itwoi^d have been impos- 
sible to use on horseback ; instead of being a three- 
cornered, or keaUT'ShiieHwhich in time of the tilt was 
suspended round the neck» Pardon this antiquarian 
scruple, which, you may believe, occurred to few 
but myself. On the whol^, this striking part of the 
exhibition somewhat disappointed me ; for I would . 
have had the champion less embarrassed by his as- 
sistants, and at liberty to put lus horse on the grand 
poB* i^ yet the young Lord of Schvelstoye looked 
and behaved extremely well. 

^ Returning td the subject of costume, I could not 
but admire what I had previously been disposed much 
x.% cnticise--I mean the fancy^lress of the privy couor . 
Dd 



314 OEOltGE THB F017RTB. [1S2I. 

sellors, which was of white and blue satin, with tru^ 
hose and mantles, after the fashion of Queen Eliza* 
be^*s time. Separately, so gay a garb had an odd 
effect on the persons of elderly or ill-made men ; 
but when the whole was thrown into one general 
body, all these discrepancies disappeared, and you no 
more observed the particular manner or appearance 
of an individual, than you do that of a scriidier in the 
battalion which marches past you. The whole was 
so conapletely harmonized in actual colouring, as well 
as in association with the general mass of gay, and 
gorgeous, and antique dress which floated before 
the eye, that it was next to impossible to attend to 
the effect of Individual figures. Yet a Scotsman will 
detect a Scotsman among^ the most crowded assem- 
blage; and I must say, that the Lord Justice Clerk 
of Scotland showed to as great advantage in his 
robes of privy counsellor as any by whom that 
splendid dress was worn on this great occasion. 
The common court-dress used by the privy counsellorg 
at the last coronation must have had a poor effect 
in comparison of the present, which formed a grada- 
tion in the scale of gorgeous ornament, from the 
unwieldy splendour of the heralds, who glowed like 
huge masses of cloth of gold and silver, to the more 
chastened robes and ermine of the peers. I musst not 
forget the effect produced by the peers' placing their 
coronets on their heads, which was really august. 

'* The box assigned to the foreign ambassadors 
presented a most brilliant effect, and was perfectly 
in a blaze with diamonds. When the sunshine lighted 
on Prince Esterhazy in particular, he glimmered like 
a galaxy. I cannot learn positively if he had mi 
that renowned coat which has visited all the courts 
of Europe, lAive ours, and is said to be worth 100,000^., 
or some such trifle, and which costs the prince iOOL 
or 900/. every time he puts it on, a^ he is sure to 
lose pearls to that amount. This was a hussar 
dress, but splendid in the last decree, peifaaps too 
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£ne for good taste» at least it would have appeared 
so any where else. Beside the prince sat a good ha* 
moured lass, who seemed all eyes and ears (his 
daughter-in-law, I believe), who wore as many 
diamonds as if they had been Bristol stones. An ho- 
nest Persian was also a remarkable figure, from tlw 
dogged and imperturbable gravity with which he 
looked on the wh(^e scene, without ever moving a 
limb or a muscle during the space of four hours. LUce 
Sir Wilful Witwood, I cannot find that your Persian 
is orthodox ; for if he scorned every thing else, there 
was a Mahometan paradise extended on his right 
hand along the seats which were occupied by the 
peeresses and their daughters, which the prophet 
himself might have looked on with emotion. I 
-have seldom seen so many elegant and beautiful 
girls as sat mingled among the noble matrona|^e of 
the land ; and the waving plumage of feathers, which 
made the universal headdress, had the most appro- 
priate effect in setting off their charms. 
. ^ I must iiot omit, that the foreigners, who are apt 
to consider us a ^ation enjrac, and ¥dthout the 
usual ceremonies of dress and distinction, were ut- 
terly astonished and delighted to see the revival of 
feudal dresses and feudal grandeur when the occasion 
demanded it, atid that in a degree of splendour which 
they averred they had never seen paralleled in Euiope. 
" The duties of service at the banquet, and of at- 
tendance in general, was performed by pages dressed 
very elegantly in Henri Quatre coats of scarlet, with 
gold lace, blue sashes, white silk hose^ and white ro- 
settes. There were also marshals' men for keeping 
order, who wore a similar dress, but of blue, and 
having white sashes. Both departments were filled 
up almost entirely by young gentlemen, many of 
them of the very first condition, who teok those me- 
nial characters to gain admission to the show. When 
1 saw many of mv young acquaintance thus attend- 
ing upon theijr facers and kinsmen, the pee^i 
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knights, and so forth, I cotQd not help thinking of 
C^rabbe's lines, with a little alteration— 

*Twu sclMoUiiff inide to lee the menial wait, 
Smile on hit fluner, and receive lOs plate. 

It must be owned, however, that they proved but in- 
different iralets, and were very apt, like the clown 
in the pantomime, to eat the cheer they should have 
handed to their masters, and to play oliier tours de 
paecy which reminded me of the caution of our pro- 
vero, * not to man yourself with your kin." The 
peers, for example, had only a cold collation, while 
the aldermen of London feasted on venison and turtle ; 
and similar errors necessarily befell others in the con- 
fusion of the evening. But those slight mistakes, which 
indeed were not known till afterward, had not the 
^ghtest effect on the general grandeur of the scene. 

•* I did not see the procession between the Abbey 
and Hall. In the morning a few voices called * Queen ! 
queen !' as Lord Londonderry passed, and even when 
the sovereign appeared. But those were only sig- 
nals for the loud and reiterated acclamations, in 
which these tones of discontent were completely 
drowned. In the return, no one dissonant voice in- 
timated the least dissent from the shouts of gratula- 
tlon which poured from every quarter; and certainly 
never monarch received a more general welcome 
from his assembled subjects. 

^ You will have from others'full accounts of the 
variety of entertainments provided for John Bull in 
the parks, on the river, in the theatres, and elsewhere. 
Nothing was to be seen or heard but sounds of plea- 
sure and festivity; and whoever saw the scene at 
any one spot, was cominced that the whole popula- 
tion was assembled there, while others found a simi- 
lar concourse of revellers in every different point 
It is computed that about 500,000 peoj^e shared in 
the festival, in one way or other; and youmayima* 
fine the exeellent disposition by which the people 
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were animated, when I tell you that, excepting a few 
windows broken by a small body-guprd of ragamuf- 
fins, who were in immediate attendance on the great 
lady in the morning, not the slightest political vio- 
lence occurred to (fisturb the general harmony; and 
that the assembled populace seemed to be univer- 
sally actuated by the spirit of the day, namely, loy- 
alty and good-humour. Nothing occurred to damp 
those happy dispositions; the weather was most 
propitiocffi, and the arrangements so perfect, that no 
accident of any kind is rep<)rted a« having taken place. 
And so concluded the coronation of George lY., 
whom God long preserve ! Those who witnessed it 
have seen a scene calculated to raise the country in 
their opinion, and to throw into the shade all scenes 
of similar magnificence, from the field of the cloth of 
gold down to the present day« 

**AN EYE-WITNESS." 

The unfortunate intrusion to which this letter 
alludes, occurred early in the day. The queen was 
refused entrance into the. cathedral; and when 
she at length, after several efforts, withdrew, the 
mob expressed their sentiments by breaking the mi^ 
nisters' windows. But the disappointment was fatal 
to her. She 1 ost her ffl>iritfi, shrank from society, de- 
claredherself tired of life, and in less than a month died. 

The ruling passion was strong, ev^n in death. She 
ordered that her remains should not be left in this 
country, but buried in Brunswick; and that the in- 
scription on her tomb diould be, ** Here lies Caroline 
of Brunswk^ the injured Queen of England." Thus 
perished* a being on whom fortune had lavished all 
the highest advantages of rank, opulence, birth, and 
station, the wife of a royal husband, the mother of a 
soyal child ; a queen, and Queen of England ! vet Uk 
her life and her death scarcely to be envied by % 
gaJley-stoye. 

Dd2 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

JVdpoleon. 

The battle of Jena, in 1806, had placed Napoleon 
«t the height of power. The treaty of Tilsit, in 
1807, had confirmed it ; and the conference at Er- 
furt had indulged his love of display with the most 
profuse spectacle of vassal royalty. But from that 
moment the wheel turned ; for the purpose of his 
career was done. — He had scourged the profligacy 
of the continental courts; he had scattered, like 
<;haff before the wind, the armies that had been so 
long the instruments of the blind violences and san- 
guinary ambition of the great continental thrones, 
— ^thrones that, under the name of Christianity, had 
exhibited in their private excesses and public fero- 
eity the spirit of heathenism. Prussia the infidel, 
Austria the bigot, and Russia the barbarian had been 
transfixed with the spear of an avenger, more god* 
less, prejudiced, and ferocious than them all; the 
standards which they had crimsoned in the blood of 
Poland were gone to moulder in the dust of the In- 
vaUdes ; and now, when the punishment was com- 
plete, the time of the punisher was come. 

*Intheearlypartoftheyear 1812, Napoleon, furious 
at the repugnance of the emperor of Russia to see his 
subjects perish by the Berlin and Milan decrees, pro- 
daimed, in his old oracular style, that '^ the Russian 
^h^asty was no more ;" and followed the oracle hj 
a force well calculated to ensure its fulfilment, m 
crossed thelPolish provinces with an army the most 
numerous since the days of Xerxes or Attila, but 
which would have passed through their wild myriads, 



B8 the cannon-ball tluottgh the air. With half t 
million of the finest troops that ever marched to play 
the game of ambition, ne broke over the Russian^ 
frontier; and was himself midone. 

The narrative of that stupendous contest, — of 
French skiU and gallantry, of the stubborn heroism 
of the Russian armies, of cities stormed and in con- 
flagration, of provinces desolated, and of the rage of 
a Russian winter let loose, and covering a march of 
six hundred miles with the French dead« — ^must not 
be humiliated by the sketch which alone could ba 
given of it here. 

Napoleon's defeat was measureless ; of the multi* 
tudes that had followed him across the Niemen^ 
scarcely a man returned. But he again found ar- 
mies in the populousness of France ; within a few 
months rushed to the field; fought the bloody battles 
of Bautzen and Lutzen ; was again maddened with 
pride, until he roused the gontinent against Mm) 
and finally at Leipsic was overwhelmed once more. 
The remnant of his army was hunted across the 
Rhine, was hunted through France, was hunted into 
the gates of the capital ; and there, when victory had 
flung Napoleon on the ground, diplomatic blimder- 
ing came to set him on his feet again. To extin- 
guish his ambition, he was suffered to retain the 
imperial title; to destroy liis connexion with the 
French military, he was suffered to retain his flag, 
his staff, and a portion of his guard ; and to prevent 
the possibility of his renewing disturbances in France 
or Italy, he was fixed on an island almost within 
sight of both. The consequences were foreseen by 
all mankind — except the emperors, the diplomatists, 
and the Bourbons. 

A year after, while the whole pomp of European 
diplomacy was busied in congress at Vienna, and 
every day saw some new experiment of power, a 
monarchy mutilated, a river given to one plotentate, 
or the humbler dcmative of a million of souls and 
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bodies made over to another ; while aUegknce and 
national feelings were measured off by strips of the 
map ; and provinces, with all their old attachments, 
their native interests, and hereditary recollections, 
were distributed by the inch-rule and scissors; — 
proceedings which honest and Christian minds were 
the first to deprecate ; Napoleon's system, without 
Nap^eon's tyrant plea ; predatory peace and ami- 
cable violence.; a rash and misunderstood policy 
usurping the place of that deference to human feel- 
ings for which alone legislators were made ; — ^the 
blow came, which rebuked those arbitrary foUies ; 
aiad the continent was again plunged into the havoc 
of war. 

Religion and reason equally condemned the con- 
gress. There is no clearer truth than, that all po- 
licy is unwise which is unjust, and that no politi- 
cal change can be secure which insults human na- 
ture. Tme congress bartered provinces as if they 
were cattle-pastures, and computed men by the 
square league. A million of Saxons were ordered 
to forget their country, and become Prussians. The 
Genoese were ordered to become Savoyards. The 
Milanese, Austrians. With what indignation would 
Englishmen see themselves thus stripped of their 
old habits and privileges, and dissevered from their 
country by the diplomatic blade ? How would the 
man of York listen to the order of congress that 
condemned him to be a Frenchman ; or the man of 
Kent read the ukase that sank him into a Russian 
serf, and bade him, for the rest of his life, worship 
the boot of the czart The whole transaction was 
a violence to law and nature. It must have broken 
up on the first shock of war. The Belgian insur* 
rection is but a foretaste of the universal proof, that 
the policy was as weak as it was vnchrutiant uiilaw- 
ful, and unnatural. 

While the princes and envoys at this showr 
ccmdaye wero thus twisting their rope of ttind, 
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tbe ne'ws arrived:— that Napoleon had escaped, and 
^at their prisoner was on tiie throne of the Taile- 
ries! 

They felt themselves so completely outwitted, 
that the first impulse was a general burst of laughter^ 
•^^^The grand charlatan has outtricked the little 
ones,'*^ said the wittiest of Frenchmen. ** Foild le 
Ckmeres dissout!*^ had been Napoleon's pithy re- 
marR, as he set his foot on the French shore. His 
words were realized : the Congress broke up in con- 
cision. Diplomacy vanished, and its place was filled 
by the manlier, more honest, and more merciful 
abape of war. Europe was, in arms once more ; and 
England, trusting no longer to subsidies and the 
slippery faith of foreign courts, boldly took that lead 
in the contest which became her rank, her para- 
mount interest in the event, and her established su- 
periority in arms. 

Napoleon's own narrative of the battle of Water- 
loo is one of the most characteristic documents in 
hjstonr. Whether dictated or written by him, it is 
full of traits of the man ; the military decision, the 
tone of authority, the calculation, familiar to one 
ivho flJways spoke of a battle as a game of chess. 
It discloses, too, his extreme anxiety to vindicate 
Ms defeat, by the dexterous mode in which he la- 
bours to detect the errors of his victor. It has the 
Airther interest of being probably the longest and 
most carefully studied composition that ever came 
from the pen of thijs most extraordinary of soldiers 
and sovereigns. 

Waterloo. 

*^ Sixth Observation.*-— 1st, The French army ma- 
noeuvred on the right of the Sambre on the 13th 

* " Memoin relativa to tlie Year 1615," written by Napoleon, at 8t 
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and 14th. On the nigfht of the latter day, it en- 
camped within half a league of the Prussian advanced 
posts. Marshal Blucher had, however, no informa- 
tion of what was passing ; and on the morning of 
the 15th, when the account reached his head-quar- 
ters that the emperor had entered Oharleroi, the 
Prusso-Saxon army was stiU cantoned over an ex- 
tent of thirty leagues of the country, and it required 
two days to assemble his forces. He ought to have 
advanced his head-quarters to Heurus on the 15th, 
to have concentrated the cantonments of his army 
within a radius of eight leagues, with advanced 
guards on the debouches of the M euse and the Sam- 
br^. His army would then have been collected at 
Ligny on the 15th at noon, there to await the attack 
of the French army, or to march against it in the 
evening of that day, and drive it into the Sambre. 

^* 3d. But Marshal Blucher, though surprised, per- 
sisted in assembling his army on the heights of Ligny, 
behind Fleurus; thus braving the chance of being 
attacked before his troops could be brought up to 
that position. On the morning of the 16th, he bad 
got together only two corps, and the French army 
was already at Fleurus. The third corps joined 
during the day ; but the fourth, under the command 
of General Bulow, could not come up in time to take 
part in the battle. Marshal Blucher, as soon as 1^ 
knew that the French were at Oharleroi^ ought not 
to have fixed for the rallying point of his army either 
Fleurus or Ligny, which was already under the can- 
non of his enemy, but Wavres, whither the French 
could not arrive until the 17th. He would thus, be- 
sides, have had all the day and the night of the 16th 
to collect the whole of his army. . 

** 3d. After losing the battle of ligny, the Prussian 
general, instead of making his retreat on Wavres, 
should have effected it on the army of the Duke of 
Wellington, either on Quatre Bras, as that position 
was maintained, or on Waterloo. The retreat of 
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Marshal Blucher, on the morning of the 17th, was 
altogether absurd, since the two armies, which were, 
on the evening of the 16th, only 3,000 toises distant 
from each other, with the communication of an ex- 
cellent high road, by which they might consider 
themselves as united, became, on the evening of the 
I7th, more than 10,000 toises distant, and were sepa- 
rated by defiles and impracticable roads. 
• "The Prussian general violated the three great 
principles of war : 1. To approximate his canton- 
ments ; 2. To assign, as the rallying point, a place 
at which all his troops could arrive before the enemy; 
3. To operate his retreat on his reinforcements. 

•• Seventh Observation, — 1st. The Duke of Welling- 
ton was surprised in his cantonments. He ought to 
have concentrated them on the 15th, at eight leagues 
around Brussels, placing advanced guards on the 
debouches of Flanders. The French army had ma- 
hoBuvred for three days before he advanced, and 
twenty-four hours had expired since it commenced 
hostilities.. Its head-quarters had been for twelve 
hours at Charleroi, while the English general re- 
mained ignorant of all this at Brussels, and the can- 
tonments of his army still occupied, in full security, 
an extent of twenty leagues. 

** 2d. The Prince of Saxe- Weimar, whose corps 
formed part of the Anglo-Dutch army, was, on the 
16th, at four in the evening, in position in front of 
Frasne, and knew that the French army was at 
Charleroi. Had he immediately sent off an aid-de- 
camp to Brussels, he might have arrived there by 
tfix in the evening ; and yet the Duke of Wellington 
Was not informed of the French army being at Char- 
leroi until eleven o'clock. Thus he lost five hours, 
when his situation, and the man opposed to him, ren- 
dered the loss of a single hour of great importance. 

" 3d. The infantry, the cavalry, and the artillery 
of that army being separately cantoned, the infantry 
was engaged at Quatre Bras without either cavalry 
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or artillery ; those troops had thus to sustain a great 
loss, as they were obliged to keep in close column 
to make head against the charges of the cuirassiers, 
imder a fire of fifty pieces of cannon. Those brave 
men were, therefore, slaughtered, without cavalry to 
protect them, and without artillery to avenge them. 
As the three kinds of military force cannot for a mo* 
ment dispense with the support of each other, they 
ought always to be so cantoned and posted as to af- 
ford reciprocal assistance. 

** The English general, though surprised, assigned 
Quatre Bras for the rallying point of his army, 
though that position had been for twenty-four hours 
in the possession of the French. He exposed his 
troops to be partially defeated, in proportion as they 
might arrive. The danger to which he exposed them 
was even still more serious, since he made them ad« 
vance without artillery and cavalry; he delivered up 
his infantry in fragments, unsupported by the other 
two weapons of war, to its enemy. ' The point for 
assembling his army should have been Waterloo. 
He would thus have had all the 16tb» and the night 
of that day to the 17th, which would have been suf- 
ficient for collecting the whole of his army — infantry* 
cavalry, and artillery. The French could not arrive 
till the 17th, and would then have found all his army 
in position. 

*' Eighth Observation.—On the 18th, the English 
general gave battle at Waterloo. This conduct was 
contrary to the interests of his nation, to the general 
plan of the war adopted by the allies, and he violated 
all the rules of war. It was not the interest of Eng- 
land, which needs so many men to recruit her ar- 
mies in India, her American colonies, and her other 
vast establishments, to run wantoidy into a murder- 
ous contest, which might . occasion the loss of her 
only army, or at least cause her best blood to be 
shed. The plan of the allies was to act in masst 
and not to engage in any partial affair. Nothing 



was more contrary tq their interest and their plan, 
than to expose the success of their cause to the 
chances of a battle, with nearly equal forces, where 
all the probabilities were against them. Had the 
Anglo-Dutch army been destroyed at Waterloo, what 
advantage could the allies have derived from thdr 
numerous armies, \vhich were preparing to pass the 
Rhine, the Alps, and the Pyrenees I 

" 2d. The EngUsh general^ in preparing te> fight 
the battle, c^ Waterloo, founded his resolution only 
on the co-operation of the Prussians; but that co- 
operation could not take place until the afternoon. 
Accordingly, he remained exposed 6iugty,-from four 
in the morning till five in the evening; that is to say, 
during thirteen liours. A battle does not usuaHy 
last more than six .hours. This co-operation was, 
therefore, illusory. 

"But, in reckoning on the co-operation of the 
Prussians, he must ha^e supposed that the whole of 
the French army vs^as opposed to him ; in that case, 
he expected to defend his field of battle for thirteen 
hours with 90,000 troops, of different nations, against 
104,000 French. This calculation was clearly erro- 
neous. He couldr not have maintained his position 
three hours; every thing would have been decided 
by eight in the morning, and the Prussians would 
have airived only to fall into Uie snare. In one 
day, both armiea would have been destroyed. 

" If he calculated that atvpart of the French army 
had, according to the rules of war, followed the 
Prussian army, it must then have been evident to 
him, that he could have no assistance from it ; and 
that the Prussians, after being beaten at Ligny, with 
the loss of from 35,i»00 to 30,006 men, and with 
20,000 of them dispersed, and pursued by between 
30,000 and 40,000 vietonous French, could scarcely 
be expected to maintain themselves. In this case, 
the Anglo-Dutch army alone would have had to sus- 
tain the attack of 69,000 French during the whole <^ 
Ee 
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the I9th ; and there is no Englishman but will admit 
that the resultof such a contest could not be doubtful, 
and that their army was not so constituted as to with* 
stand the shock of the imperial army for four hours. 

" During the night of the 17th, the weather was 
extremely bad, which rendered the ground imprac- 
ticaUe till nine in the morning. The loss of six 
hours from daybreak was all to the advantage of the 
enemy; but could the general make the fate of such 
a contest depend on the weather of that night? 
Marshal Grouchy, with 34,000 men and 108 pieces 
of cannon, discovered the secret which seemed to 
be undiscoverable, — ^not to be, on the 18th, either on 
the field of battle of Mont St. Jean or at Wavres. 
But had the Eiiglish general the conviction that this 
marshal would wander out of his way in this man- 
ner? The conduct of Marshal Groufehy was as im- 
possible to be foreseen, as if upon the road his army 
had experienced an earthquake that swallowed it up. 

^^ RecapiiidcBtion* — If Marshal Grouchy had been 
on the field of battle at Mont St. Jean, as the English 
and the Prussian generals believed, dmring the whole 
of the night of the 17th and the morning of the 18th ; 
and if the weather had permitted the French army to 
be drawn up in battle array at four in the morning ; 
before seven o'clock the Anglo-Dutch army would 
have been cut to {ueces, dispersed, and entirely de- 
stroyed. If the weather had only permitted the 
French army to range itself in order of battle at ten 
o'clock, the Anglo-Dutch army would have been un- 
done. Its remains would have been driven beyond 
the forest, or in the direction of Halle, and we should 
have had time in the evemng to encounter Marshal 
Blucher, and to inflict upon him a similar fate. If 
Marshal Grouchy had encamped before Wavres on 
the night of the 17th, the Prussian army could have 
sent no detachment to save the English army, and 
the latter would have been completely beaten by the 
09,000 Fretnch opposed to it. 
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" 3d. The posiiion of Kfiont St. lean wab badly 
chosen. The first condition of a field of battle is to 
have no defiles in the rear. During the battle, the 
English general could derive no aid fh>m his nume- 
rous cavalry. He did not believe that he would be, 
or could be, attacked on the left. He imagined that 
he would be attacked on the right. In spite of the 
diversion made in his favour by the 30,000 Prussians 
under Bulow, he would have twice made his retreat 
during the day, had it been possible ; thus, in fact, by 
a strange caprice of human afiiadrs, the bad choice of 
the field of battle, which rendered his retreat impos- 
i»ble, was the cause of his success. 

" J^mth Observation, — ^It will be asked, what then 
ought the English general to have done after the battle 
^f Ligny, and the engagement at Quatre Bras? Pos- 
terity wiU not form true opinions. He should have 
traversed^ in the night of the 17th, the forest of 
Soignes, on the high road of Charleroi ; the Prussian 
army should, in the same manner, have passed along 
that of Wavres« The two anmes should have united 
at daybreak at Brussels ; should have left the rear- 
guard to defend the forest ; should have gained some 
days to allow time to the Prussians who were dis- 
persed after the battle of Li^y to rejoin their army; 
should have procured the Temforcement of th^ fomr- 
teen EngUsh. regiments that garrisojied the for- 
tresses <H Belgium, and had landed at Ostend on 
their return from America; and should have allowed 
the emperor of the French to maniBavre as he 
pleased. 

Would he, with an army of 100,600 men, have tra- 
versed the forest of Soignes, to attack at its d^boucheB 
the two united armies,more than 200,000 strong, and 
in position! This certainly would have been the 
most advantageous course for the allies. Would he 
have been contented to take up a position himself 1 
In that case, his inactivity could not have heen long, 
as 300,00(^ Russians, Austrians, Bavarians, &c., had 
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armed on the Rhine, who woidd soofi have been on 
the Maine, and oUiged him to retreat for the defence 
of the capital. Then the Anglo-Prossian army should 
have marched and joined the allies before Paris. It 
would have run no hazard ;- it would have experienced 
no loss; it would have acted conformably to the 
English nation ; to the general pAan adopted by the 
alhes, and to the rules of the art of war. From the 
15th to the 18th, the Duke of Wellington constantly 
mancBUvred as Ms enemy de»red,and did nothing as 
it was feared he would do. The English infantry 
was ^rm and sdtd. The cavalry^ might have acted 
better. The Anglo-Dutch army was twice saved on 
the 18th by the Prussians ; first, by the arrival of 
General Bulow, before thiee o'clock, with 30,000 
men ; and secondly, by the arrival of Marshal Blu- 
cher, with 31,000 mem On that day, 69,000 French- 
men beat 120,000 men. The victory was snatched 
from them between eight and nine o'clock, but it Was 
by 150,000 men. • 

" Let any one imagine the looks of the people of 
London, at the moment when they should have heard 
the catastrophe of their army^ and learned that they 
lavished their purest blood to support the cause 
of kings against nations,— of privileges against equal- 
ity,~of oligajchs against liberals, — of the principles 
of the holy alliance against those of the sovereignty 
of the people." 

To this striking paper there is one answer, equiva- 
lent to all,-r— that its writer was beaten; and beaten 
in th^ fairest competition of brav^ and skill per- 
haps ever furnished by an European field \ Napo«- 
leon had begun the battle at his own time, with his 
chosen army, and with the most perfect conviction 
that he would rout his adversary. The battle was not 
one of those brief encounter in which fortune may 
have a share. It was a firm struggle from eleven in 
the forenoon until seven in the evening; and in that 
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time, the whole power of Prance had made no 
impression on the English line. The advance of the 
Prussians had no share in this ; and the final charge 
of the enemy was repelled, and returned with de- 
cisive slaughter, before the Prussians had come in 
contact wiui their line. The battle was fought and 
gained by tke E^nglisk and their general. But the 
presence of the Prussians on thefield was necessary to 
make the success available ; and while their bravery 
is undoubted, they must be refused any larger portion 
in the glories of this great day." 

The composition of the rival armies is not to be 
forgotten. The French was formed of the picked 
troops of the country, all French, all connecting 
their fame, and many their existence, with their ge- 
neral's victory. The Duke of Wellington had a mis- 
cellaneous army of foreigners, mixed with scarcely 
more than 25,000 English; the former, chiefly new 
subjects of the allies; and the latter chiefly recruits 
from the militia. It is to his high honour as a sol- 
dier, tliat with this embarrassing force, he was able 
to sustain the shock of the longest battle of 4he war, 
against the most practised arid desperate army of 
Europe^ and agai|ist a general who will be renowned 
while nulitary genius glitters in the eye of man^ 

The personal interest which the French soldiery 
took in ihis war was unequalled. Many of them had 
been prisoners, more had been dismissed from the 
army by the Bourbons, and all had felt their self- 
glory deeply tarnished by the successes of the allies. 
Many of the regiments which marched through 
Paris on their way to Belgium hs4 covered their 
standards with crape, never to be taken off but on the 
day of complete victory. Many of them pledged 
themselves never to give nor t£&ce quarter. They 
swore peculiar vengeance against the English and 
Prussians ; and bade farewell to Paris, with some- 
thing of a solemn devotement, which was not to 
Ee2 
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be withdrawn until Ibey had swept the enemy from 
the face of the earth. 

In Napoleon's statement of the battle he praises 
the firmness of the English infantry : and they de- 
served more than his panegyric. They were as solid 
as adamant. A curious anecdote of the opinion of 
one of the enemy, has been remembered. 

It was an etiquette that the commandants of the 
towns through which the French emperor passed at 
any time, should attend him to ascertain distance on 
his journey. One of those officers, on the frontier, 
had attended him to the scene of the campaign, and 
was present at the battle of Quatre Bras. On re- 
turning to his garrison at the close of the day, his 
officers crowded round hiiii at supper, and were 
warm in their anticipations of victory. '* The em- 
peror was there. The result was inevitable, — the 
whole was a matter of calculation. The enemy's 
corps most .be beaten in detail. The Prussians 
must be cut in {neces. A few of the English 
might take shelter in Brussels, or reach their slups. 
But the business was settled— the emperor was 
there." 

The commandant suffered them to indulge in this 
national verbiage, and proceeded in his supper without 
a wdlrd. At length, one, more systematic^ in his style 
than the rest, observed, " that it would be proper to 
keep the garrison on the alert during the next day, 
for the reception of the aids-de-camp, who would 
be passing to Paris with the news of the victory; and 
that the gtins should be ready for ^Jeu-de-jaie.*^ 
^The opinion was received with high approbation 
by all but the commandant, who, setting down his 
glass, gravely said, — ^* Messieurs, I have the highest 
opinion of the emperor's genius, and the invincible 
courage of our brave army. But, Messieurs, listen ; 
I was beside Marshal Ney this day for four hours ; 
and brave as we all know he is, and at the head of 



forty tbou$aiid of the best troops of Fraaoe» he had 
as much as he could do." 

The observation had its effect ; but the ofiic^ers 
soon rallied, and said^ — That, of course, the marshal 
could not be expected to do more than keep the 
enemy in check, and that he would have been wrong 
to press the whole British army. ** Messieurs," said 
the general, in the same grave tone, *' the marshal 
had not the whole British army before him. He bad, 
with some Dutch and Germans, but six British regi- 
ments. I am told that Wellington has thirty regi. 
ments; and if they are of the same stuff that I saw 
fighting to-day, I shall wait for an order from the 
emperor before I load my guns." 

Ney, always remarkable for intrepidity, the cobw* 
de-lion valour that seemed to delight in danger, ac« 
knowled^ed afterward, that he had no idea of the 
fire of musketry, until he saw that of the British. 
He had, at least, one close opportunity of observing 
its effect. Among the anecdotes of the day of Wa- 
terloo that hatre not yet transpired in print, it is men- 
tioned, that Ney^ having had his horse shot under him 
in the last advance of the imperial guard, just as he 
was disengaging himself from the animal, was re- 
cognised by an officer commanding a British com- 
pany. The officer, in his eagerness, calling out, 
*• There is the marshal, there is Ney," the whole 
company fired a volley full on the struggling marshal. 
He escaped, by little short of miracle ; but afterward 
declared,, that *' he had never been in such an explo- 
sion in his life I it was a whirlwind of bullets and 
eulphur ; a furnace, — a volcano." 

Ney, perhaps, wished to have died at Wateritoo. 
But he was reserved for a more unhappy fate ; by 
which he ought not to have died^ and which remains 
among the darkest accusations of France and history 
against the e^led royal family. 

The battle of' Waterloo was long considered by 
the French as the most formidable of all calamities. 
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while it was obviously the most singolsr instance of 

good fortune ; it had put an end to the war in a weelL, 
and thus saved FVance from the invasion of a million 
one hundred and ten thousand ! of the allied troops, 
who were waiting but the signal to march, and who 
were to be followed by as many more. A war on 
this scale must have trampled the countiy into a mire 
of blood. But the defeat rendered still higher ser- 
vices. If Napoleon had remained the conqueror, he 
would have remained the tyrant. His overthrow was 
the birth of the French constitution. 

Yet the people, stung with the immediate sense 
of failure, could not be reconciled to the name of 
Waterloo. The feeling exhibited itself on all occa« 
sions.— During the occupation of France by the al- 
lies, one evening, in the ch&teau of a seigneur, where 
some British officers were quartered, the conversation 
turned upon the war. Tlie pohteness of the seigneur 
to his guests was uniformly such, that all topics were 
discussed in the most amicable manner. *'I ac- 
knowledge," said the Frenchman, "that Napoleon 
played the fool in his determined hostility to Eng- 
land ; that his commercial decrees were cruel and 
useless; and that his threats of invasion could never 
have produced any thing but his own ruin, while 
you had your fleet," 

" No," said one of the officers, ** nor if he had our 
fleet ; recollect the population, the army." 

** True," wasjihe reply; "yet if Napoleon could 
have found a bridge to Dover, rely upon it, he would 
have found a road to London." 

" Your French troops march too slow," said the 
officer. 

*^MonDieu! they are the quickest marchers in 
the world," exclaimed the astonished Frenchman. 

** Pardon me, my dear sir," said the officer, com- 
posedly ; " London is a great way off. Now, it is 
not quite five leagues from Mont St. Jean to Brussels ; 
yet I saw the French army set out, to march from 
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Mont St. Jean to Brussels, six OKHiths ago, and it has 
not yet got further than Waterloo." 

The error of sending Napoleon to Elba was not 
repeated. St. Helena was chosen, as the spot in 
which he could enjoy the largest portion of personad 
liberty without hazarding an escape, which might 
indame France again : and in that island he continued 
until he died. Much as this fate of such a man must 
be regretted, it wai^ indispensable to the peace of 
Eurc^pe. Napoleon at large would have been a 
firebrand ; and the lives of thousands or of millions 
niight have paid the forfeit of a second display of 
clemency. In St. Helena he lingered out six dreary 
years in indolent restlessness and impatient resigna- 
tion ; taking loftily of his soorn for all things human, 
and quarrelling with Sir Hudson Lowe upon every 
subject under heaven; sometimes writing memoirs, 
which he generally burned ; SQmetimes rearing cab- 
bages, and shooting the buffaloes that intruded on 
his crop ; sometimes taking obvious pleasure in the 
homage naturally paid to him by the visiters to the 
island ; and, at others, shuttinof himself up in impe- 
rial solitude, and declaring that he would not be 
"made a wild beast of," to please the "barbarian 
English:'', at intervals teviving the recollections of 
his high, estate, and speaking with all hi» former in- 
lenseness and brilliancy; then silent for days to- 
gether; constant in nothing but his hatred of Sir 
Hudson Lowe, his wrath against Maxmont, and his 
contempt for every being that bore the name of 
Bourbon. 

Those caprices were the natural results of a change 
so total ; from the most active and engrossing career 
of man, to the most shapeless and monotonous inac- 
tion. In the beginning of 1821, the last year of his 
life, he complained of some inward distemper; for 
which his physicians found every name,. and admi- 
nistered every remedy, but the right one. He tried 
to direct them to it, by saying that his father had died 
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of an ulcerated stomach, and that the complaint had 
probably descended to himself. Bnt the physicians 
persevered, with the vigour of science, until their 
patient refused to take their medicines any longer. 
From the 17th of March his illness confined him to 
his room. He had an old contempt for medicine. 
"Our body is a watch," said he, ** intended to go for 
a given time. The doctor is a watchmaker who can- 
not open the watch ; he must therefore work by ac- 
cident ; and for once that he mends it with his crooked 
instruments, he injures it ten times, until he destroys 
it altogether." In April, his Italian physician, An- 
tommarchi, called in Dr. Amot, an Englishman. 
Still his patient said, with the Turk, " What is writ- 
ten is written ; man's hours are marked. None caa 
live beyond their time." 

In this absurd idea, which might have proceeded 
from the growing feebleness of Ms mind in the pro- 
gress of his disease, he continued to refuse the alle- 
viation which the skill of his English attendant might 
have aflforded, for cure was impossible. He now 
4rew up his will, and directed that his body should be 
opened, and its state described to his son. ^ Of all 
my organs,^ said he, '' the stomach is the most dis- 
eased. I believe that the disease is scirrhus of the 
pylorus. The phjrsicians at Montpellier predicted 
that it would be hereditary in our family." Tumult- 
uous and fierce as his life had been, he died with 
some sentiments of religion. He had sent for two 
Italian priests some time before, and he calmly de- 
sirod that the usual ceremonies of the Romish church 
should be complied with. In his last hours, he made 
this summary confession of his faith. <^ I am neither 
pkyHcien nor phUosophe,* I believe in God, and am 
of the religion of my father. I was bom a Catholic, 
and will fulfil all the duties of that church, and re- 
ceive the assistance which she administers." 
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His hours were now numbered. His complaint 
was cancer of the stomach. From the 3d of May, 
he seemed to be in a continued heavy sleep. The 
fifth was a day of unexampled tempest in the island ; 
trees were every where torn up by the roots^ the sea 
la^ed and rent the shores, the clouds poured down 
torrents, the wind burst through the hills with the 
loudness of thunder. In this roar of the elements, 
Napoleon jierhaps heard the old echoes of battle ; 
tiie last words on his lips were of war; " tSte d^ar- 
m^e^ was uttered in his dream, — and he died. The 
fienr spirit passed away, like Cromwell^ in storm I 

llie coup d*€Bil of nis rise and fall exhibits the 
most various, vivid, and dazzling career ever known ; 
the mightiest events and most singular vicissitudes 
ever crowded into the history of one man. 

CBBONOL0G7 OF THE LIFE OF NAPOLEON. 

ne»^AuguH\5. Bora at Ajaccks in Cionica. 

1770— Placed at the military school of Brienne. 

1799— An QtBcer of artillery at the siege of Toulon, and appointed gene- 
ra] of brigade. 

1794— Gonunands the conventional troops, and defeats the Parisians. 

1796— Appointed to the command of the army of Italy- Battle of Lodi 
—Battle of Gastlglione— Battle of Areola. , 

1797— Surrender of Mantua and Trieste. AprU 18. Preliminaries 
with Austria signed at Leoben— French take possession of Venice— 
Treaty of Campo Formio, with Austria. 

1798— SaUs for Egypt— Battle of Embede, or the Pyramids. 

1799— Ifay. Siege of Acre— Sails to France. Oct. 7. Lands at Fre- 
jus. Nov. 9. Dissolves the conventional government. Nov. 10. De- 
clared first consul. 

1800-^eaoe made with the Chouans— Crosses Mont 8t. BeraanL 
June 16. Battle of Marengo— Preliminaries with Austria signed at Paris. 
Dec 94. Explosion of the hifemal machine. 

1801- Treaty of Luneville with Austria— Preliminaries signeA with 
England. I 

1802— The Cisalpine Republic placed under his JurisAction. ^tarek 
ftt. Definitive treaty with England— Legion of Honour instituted. Au^ 
gu»t 2. Declared consul (br lifb— Swiss form of government changed by 
him. 

1803— May 18. English declaration of war. June 5. Hanover con- 
quered. 

1804— Feb. Morean arrested. March 20. Death of the Due d*Enghien 
— Pichegru dies in prison. Afay 18. He is declared Eriiperor. Nov. 19. 
Crowned by the Pope. 

1805— Writes a pacific letter to the King of England. April 1 1 . Treaty 
•f Petersburg, between England, Ras«ia, Austria, and Sweden— Ue is 
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(toclarod King nf Ilaty— Mack*s anny •vnendem at Ulm— French enter 
^lenna^Battle of Austerlite— Treaty of Viehna with Pnisaia— and of 
Pnsbnrg with Aastria. 

1806— KorcA SO. Joeeph Buonaparte declared King of Naples. 7une 
5. Louis Buonaparte declared King of Holland— Conledcratioa of ibe 
Rhino— Marches ajEainst Prussia— Battle ot Auerstadt «> Jena— Enters 
Berlin. Nw. 19. Hamburgh taken. _ 

1807— Battle of Eylau-of Friedlaod-Treat^ of Tilsit. 

1806— /uZy 7. Joseph Buonaparte declared Kuig of Spain— 20. Barren- 
der of Dupont's array at Baylen— ^. Joseph eyaooates Maihid. AufT' 

21. Battle of Vimiera. Nov. 5. Buonfiparte arrives at Vittpiin. Dec 4. 
Surrender of Madrid. 

\^M— January. Battle of Gomnna— Returns to Paris. April. War 
declared by Austria— Heads his annxMBiBBt Austria. JfoylO. Rnenili 
enter Vienna— Battle of Aspeme. July 5. Battle of Wagram— Flushing 
taken by the English— Treaty of Vienna with Austria. D&:. Lucien 
Buonaparte arrives in England— Marriage with Josephine dissolved-^ 
Walcheren evacuated by the English. 

1810— JIfarcA. Marries Maria Louisa, daughter of Francis IL July, 
Holland and the Hanse Towns annexed to the French empire. August. 
Bemadotte elected Orowu-Prinee of Sweden. 

1811— January 1. Hamburgh annexed to the empire. April 70. The 
empress delivered of a son, who is styled King of Rome. 

1813— /onitorjr. Swedish Pomerania seized by France. May. Heads 
the army ajEahist Russia. June 11. Arrives at Kenigsberg. SB. Enters 
Wilna. Atu[. 18. Smolensko taken. Sept. 7. Battle of the Moskwa, or 
Borodino. 14. French enter Moscow. Oct. 22. Evacuate it. Nov. 9. 
Arrives at Smolensko. Dec. 5. Quits the army. 18. Arrives at Paris. 

1813— ^prtf. Takes the command of the army on the Elbe. May 1. 
BanleofLutzen. 20. Of Bautzen. /uTte 4. Armistice agreed on. 21. 
Battle of Vittoria. Aug. 17. Hostilities recommence. 28. Battle of 
Dresden. Sept.7. English enter France. 28. French evacuate Dresden. 
Oct. 18. Battle of Leipnic. Nov, 15. Revolution in Holland. Dec 8. 
English army crosses the Nieve. 

1814— /on. 1. Allies cross the Rhine. March 90. Battle of Mont- 
mart re. 31 . Allies enter Paris. April 1 1. Napoleon abdicates the throne. 
May 8. Arrives at Elba. 

1815— Mvch 1. Relands in France at Cannes. 20. Resumes the 
throne. June 1. Holds the Champ-de-Mai. 11. Leaves Paris for Bel- 
gium. 15. Attacks the Prussians on the Sambre. 16. Attacks Blucher 
at Ligny— and Wellington at Quatre Bras. 18. Defbatcd at Waterioo. 

22. Resigns the throne, finishing the hundred days. 29. Leaves Mal- 
roaisun. July 15. Received on board the Bellerophon. 24. At Torbay.- 
Aug. 4 Sails in the Nonhumberlandibr St. Helena. Oct. Id. Lands at 
St. H^na. 

1821— 3rarcA 17. Confined by illness. May 5. Dies. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
The Reign. 

In his earlier yeaiiB ihe king had never pasted the 
limits of England^ Etiquette and financial reasons 
were the cause. But he suffered little hy the restric- 
tion. He spoke with sufficient ease all the foreign 
languages required at conrt ; and if he lost some in- 
dulgence of rational curiosity, and some knowledge 
of the actual aspect of the continent; he gained 
much more than an equivalent, in escaping those fo- 
reign follies which are so irreconcilably repulsive 
to 9ie tastes of England. The hussar passion was 
not strong upon him; and though commanding a 
cavalry regiment, and fond of the allowable decora- 
tion of the soldier, it was to more travelled propen- 
sities that we owed the frippery which, for so many 
years, turned some of the finest portions of the 
British service into a paltry imitation of the worst 
of the foreign ; disguised brave men in the trap- 
pings of mountebanks, and made a British parade 
the rival of a rehearsal at Astley's — ^a triumph of 
tailors. He never appeared before his people disfi- 
gured with the German barbarispti of a pipe in the 
mouth, nor with the human face divine metamor- 
phosed into the bear's or the baboon's. He was an 
English gentleman ; and, conscious that the charalter 
placed him above' the grossness of foreign indul- 
* gences, or the theatric fopperies of foreign costumes, 
he adhered to the manners Of his country. 

But, immediately on his accession to the throne, 
he visited Ireland,* Hanover,! and Scotland^: and in 

* Avgust, 1881. t September, 1831. t August, 1823. 

Ff 
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them all was received with the strongest marks of 
popular affection. While in Scotland, the intelli- 
gence of the Marquis of Londonderry's death reached 
him. The Marquis had died by his own hand ! The 
fatigues of public business, added to some domestic 
vexations, had disordered his brain, and, after a brief 
period of despondency, he put an end to his exist- 
ence. England regretted him as a high-minded 
statesman ; but Ireland had no sorrow for the perpe- 
trator of the Union, — a measure which, though fully 
merited by the popish propensities of the legislature, 
yet offended* the just pride of the people, and was 
accompUshed by a process of such lavish corruption, 
such open-faced. and scandalous bargain iand sale, as 
aggravated the insult, imbittered the national neces- 
sity of the transaction, and stamped the last shame 
on the brow of a fallen country. 

From the close of the French war, England had 
remained in peace for ten years, with the exception 
of a war of one day with the Algerines, in 1816. 
Those barbarians had massacred a crowd of unfor- 
tunate Italians trading and fishing at Bona,uuder the 
British fiag. The insult could not be passed over : 
and a fleet of ten sail were instantly despatched to 
demand satisfaction for this act of savagery. The 
dey scoffed at the demand; and the fleet, under 
Lord Exmouth, seconded by a Dutch squadron, under 
Admiral Von der Capellen, tore his massive fortifi- 
cations to pieces in a six hours' fire. The dey was 
forced to make the humblest apology, to beg pardon 
of the British consul, and, by a more gratifying re- 
sult of victory, to deliver up all his Christian captives, 
and pledge himself to abolish piracy in his dominions. 
The latter condition, with the usual faith of barba- 
rians, he violated as soon as the British fleet were 
under sail. But Lord Exmoutli had the high honour 
of sending to Italy, where they marched in solemn 
thanksgiving procession to their churches, five 
hundred human beings, who, but for his success, 
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would probably have finished their miserable lives in 
chains. 

This was the boldest action ever fought with bat- 
teries alone, and the most bloody to both the victors 
and the vanquished. The Algerine batteries were con- 
tinually reinforced during the day, and their loss was 
computed at four thousand men killed and wounded. 
A comparison with the battled of the line, makes the 
loss in the fleet the severest ever known, in proportion 
to the numbers engaged. 

In the action of the 1st of June, there were 26 sail 
of the line (including the Audacious) in action, with 
about 17,000 men ; of those 281 were killed, and 797 
wounded. Total 1078. 

In Lord Bridport's action 23d June, 1796, there 
were 14 sail, with about 10,00*0 men ; of whom only 
31 were killed, and 113 wounded. Total 144. 

In the action off Cape St. Vincent, there were 15 
sail of the line, with about 10,000 men; of whom 
were killed 73, and wounded 227. Total 300. 

In Lord Duncan's action, 11th Oct. 1797, there 
were 16 sail of the line (including two dO'fi) engaged, 
with about 8000 men ; of whom 191 were killed, and 
660 wounded. Total 751. 

In the battle of the Nile, 1st Aug. 1798, there were 
14 sail of the line engaged, with about 8000 men ; of 
whom 218 were killed, and 677 wounded. Total 895. 

In Lord Nelson's attack on Copenhagen, 2d April, 
1801, there were 11 sail of the line and 6 frigates en- 
gaged, with about 7000 men; of whom 234 were 
killed, and 641 wounded. Total 875. 

In the battle of Trafalgar, 21st Oct. 1805, there 
were 27 sail of the line engaged, with about 17,000 
men ; of whom 412 wete killed, and 1112 wounded. 
Total 1624. 

In the attack on Algiers there were 5 sail of the 
line and 5 frigates engaged, the crews of which 
may be computed at 6000 men ; of whom 128 were 
killed, and 690 wounded. Total 818.— If the Dutch 
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firigates were added, they may be taken at 1500, €tf 
whom 13 were killed, and 32 wounded ; so that the 
totals would be, of 6500 mtm, 141 killed, and 723 
wounded. Total 863. 

The dey paid the penalty of his defeat ; he was 
strangled in a few months after. A successor was 
easily found ; piracy flourished again, and Algiers 
luxuriated in its old sjrstem of strangling its go- 
vemors, and robbing on the high seas ; untfl tiie late 
French expedition extinguished the dynasty. 

Peace was complete ; but it threatened to inrolve 
Europe in distresses scarcely less severe than those 
of thelnost active hostilities. In the mean time, the 
chief territorial changes, on the basis of the treaty 
of Paris,* proceeded. The imperial conquests were 
lopped away from France, and she was reduced to 
her possessions in 1792. The celebrated Confedera- 
tion of the Rhine, which Napoleon had considered 
the master-stroke of his policy, and which made the 
whole of the minor German principalities but an out* 
work of France, was demolished by a touch of the 
pen, and a new league created in its room, from 
which French influence was totally excluded. 
Switzerland was left to its old goYenunents; bat 
Italy was given over to the sullen and unpopiflar 
yoke of Austria. Some of her West Indian isurnds 
were restored to France; Java was given to the 
Putch ; but England retained the true prizes of the 
war, Malta, the Cape, and the Ionian ledands. 

In the same memorable year a close had been pot 
to the American war ; a war of frigates, idly begun, 
and willingly concluded on both sides. America 
took some of the British cruisers, ill manned, and iU 
provided ; balancing her success by a series of fool- 
ish expeditions into Canada, all which were beaten; 
the war costing her enormous sums of money, with the 
imminent hazard of a separation between her northern 

*S0lbHarcb,1814. 
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-and southern states, the total stoppage of her com* 
merce, and the loss of many thousand lives; Eng- 
land closed her exploits by an attack on New-Or- 
leans, which her expedition fortunately failed to take. 
The project itself excited strong criticism, — ^the coun- 
try was a swamp, the city was a regular place of 
pestilence, where even the natives perish in yearly 
swarms by the contagion; and what must be the 
mortality of the British soldier ? Had we not already 
sufficient swamps and fevers in the West Indies, to 
carry off the superfluity of our soldiership ? The 
possession of this deplorable place would have been 
a perpetual source of irritation to America ; and would 
have cost the lives of a thousand men a-year until it 
involved us in a new quarrel, which might cost the 
lives often thousands. 

The distresses of the peace became universal. 
From London to the Andes on one side, and from 
London to the wall of China on the other, the cessa- 
tion of that vivid and violent effort of folly, ambition, 
courage, and phrensy, all combined under the name of 
war, produced a languor scarcely less fatal than the 
sword. Bankruptcy spread, like a vast fog, over Eng- 
land, America, France, and Germany, at the same 
moment. But the vigour of England is incalculable. 
No country is so perpetually tampered with by theo- 
rists ; but no country can bear tampering so well : 
she outworks their follies. Her commerce reco- 
vered : wealth rolled in upon her in aflooi. Theory 
now plumed its broadest wings again: even the 
grimness of ministerial finance was lost in the ge- 
neral intoxication ; and Lord Goderich's speech, as 
chancellor of the exchecjuer,* — that famous speech, 
in which he professed himself unable to pour out his 
soul in language sufficiently glowing for the golden 
prospects &fore him; a proud example of the clear- 
sightedness of the prophetic budget ! gave the sane* 

Ff2 
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tion of one of the most solemn of orators and stub- 
bom of financiers to the national dream* But his 
lordship had scarcely congratulated his countrsnBen 
on their too abundant prosperity, when the whole fell 
into dust before his eyes— the vision vanished, the 
rejoicing was dumb, the wealth was paper ; the 
princes of the modern Tyre were outcasts, fugitives, 
beggars. Seventy-five banks broke in as many days. 
Two hundred and fifty joint-stock companies, which 
but the week before would have contracted to throw 
a bridge across the Atlantic, make a railway round the 
globe, or dig a tunnel to the antipodes, were in the 
gazette without a solvent mibscriber or an available 
shilling. 

The joint-stocks deserve a historian of their own. 
The loftiest exploits of speculation hid their dimi- 
nished heads before this colossal first-bom of the 
nineteenth century of swindling. Law's scheme, 
tontines, lotteries, loans, mining compaiiies, all the 
old contrivances for biBathing the national veins, 
were sport to this; even the South Sea bubble 
was the tentative dexterity, the feeble knavery of 
our speculative childhood. The Joint-stocks were 
the consummate building, the grand national temple 
to Mammon, the work of our matured skill in bewil- 
dering the mone^red mind, the last labour of the ge- 
nius of overreaching ; another Babel in its erection, 
its fall, and in the dispersion of its builders to every 
comer of the earth where a debtor might escape a 
creditor. 

Yet what can exhaust the elasticity of England ! 
In a year, this catastrophe, which would have left 
the continent loaded with irremoveable ruins, was 
all but forgotten. The ground was cleared* Com- 
merce, like the giant remshed, was again stretching 
out its hundred hands to grasp the wealth of earth 
and ocean ; discovering[ new powers and provinces 
unknown before ; forcmg its way through Europe, 
against all the barriers of our allies, who repaid us 
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for restoring their thrones, by excommmucaling our 
trade; through America, against tariffs, tribunals, 
and the angry recollections of the war ; through In- 
dia, in defiance of the severer hostility of our fellow- 
isubjects, the Company; through the ends of the 
earth, against ignorance, jealousy, the savage war- 
fare, and remorseless superstitions of barbarism. 
Such are the miracles wrought by giving the unre^ 
stricted use of his faculties to man, — ^the miracles of 
freedom ! And while England has this noble mono* 
poly in her own hands, she may laugh all others to 
scorn : she holds the key of the world's wealth, who- 
ever may stand at the gate of the treasure-chamber; 
while she remains the freest of nations, she is sove- 
reign of the talisman by which she can create opu- 
lence and strength at a word ; turn the sands of the 
desert into gold ; and, with a more illustrious necro- 
mancy, invest things as empty as the dust and air, 
with the shape and substance of grandeur and impe- 
rial power. 

Public affairs were now on the eve of a remarkable 
change. Lord Liverpool's ministry had continued 
for twelve years since the peace, without peculiar suc- 
cess or failure ; its fortunes a copy of the man, and 
both stamped with quiet mediocrity. His system was» 
to glide on from year to year, and think that his bu- 
siness was amply done, if the twelve months passed 
without a rebellion, a war, or a national bankruptcy; 
to shrink from every improvement, in his terror of 
change; and to tolerate every old abuse, through 
dread of giving the nation a habit of inquiry. This 
evil was less the result of his intention than of his 
nature. 

England owes no higher thanks to his memory, ^i 
a patron of her arts or a protector of her literature, 
than as her guide to power, or the purifier of her 
constitution. Old Cyril Jackson, when he launched 
him from Oxford to begin the world in parliament, 
wrote to his father, "Your son will never be a 
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Statesman/' And the old man's sagacity was not 
mistaken. His most intimate associate has been 
heard to declare, that I^rd Liverpool never read a 
book through since they were together at the uni- 
versity. The proof was given in his criminal ne- 
glect of the encouragement that an English minister 
owes to literature, as the first honour and security of 
his country. 

1827.— Early m this year Lord Liverpool was seized 
with a paralytic affection, which disabled him from 
public business.* The premiership had for twelve 
years been a bed of slumber. It now fell into the 
hands of one who made it a bed of feverish anxiety 
and bitter wakefulness — George Canning, the first 
debater, the most dexterous politician, and the hap- 
piest wit of the house ; the most perplexed, unhappy, 
and disappointed of ministers. 

His first step decided all the rest : for it was the 
first step down the precipice. He had called the. 
whigs to his side. It must be acknowledged that, 
in this ominous alliance, his ^ poverty, but not his 
will," was the counsellor. His whole life had been 
amused with laying the lash on opposition; no 
man had oftener plucked the lion's hide over their 
ears : no man had more regularly converted Ihe so- 
lemn liftings up of their voice into tones that set 
the house on a roar. But his former colleagues 
had deserted him ; and he, unhap^nly for his fame 
and for his . peace, ^retaliated by deserting his 
principles. In England this never has been done 
with impunity, and, until England is destined to pe- 
rish, never will be done* Canning's spirit sank under 
Ins difficulties. His mind had not yet expunged 
away enough of its original honour, to attain that 
base indifference to public opinion which makes the 
tranquillity of the base. The taunts of men incalcu- 

* He Iing«rod, with his fiunilties docaytxiK, tiU December, 1888, when 
be died. 
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lably his inferiors in intellect, and who were soon to 
display how far they could sink below him in poli- 
tical degradation ; vexed his graceful faculties, ex- 
hausted liis sparkling animation ; and, after a brief 
period, clouded by the increasing embarrassments of 
useless allies and insidious adversaries, by painful 
consciousness, and the discovery that he had toiled 
for a shadow after all, tormented him out of the 
world. 

Thus perished, after a four months' premiership, a 
minister of whom the nation had once formed the 
highest hopes; the friend of Sheridan, and with no 
slight share of his genius; the pupil of Pitt, and the 
ablest defender and most chosen depositary of his 
principles ; a man of refined scholarship, the hap- 
piest dexterity of conversation, keen public sagacity, 
and the most vivid, diversified, and pungent oratory 
in the legislature. 

Some suspicions were thrown on Canning's reli- 
gion, from the circumstance, that in his last illness, 
he was not attended by a clergyman. But if this be 
not directly attributable to the rapidity of his disease, 
or the negligence of those round him, we cannot 
suffer ourselves to conceiye that Christianity was 
either unknown or unfelt by him who could write 
the following epitaph, — one of the most pathetic and 
beautiful in the whole compass of the language. 

<«T0 THE MEMORY OF 

** George Charles Canning^ eldest Son of the Right Honourable George 
Canning and Joan Scott his Wife ; bom JSprU 2S, 1901— died March 

81, law. 

M Tboogh short thy span, God*s unimpeftehM deenes^ 
Which raade that shorton'd span one long disease. 
Yet merciful in chastening, gave thee scope 
For mild redeeming virtues,— fliith and hope, 
Meek resigoation, pious charity ; 
And, since this world was not the world for thee, 
Far flrom thy path removed, with partial care. 
Strife, glory, gain, and pleasure's flowery snare ; 
Bade earth's temptations pass thee harmless hy, 
And fls*d on Heaven thine nnaverted eye ; 
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** O ; marVd from birth, and imrtQi'd, Ibr the skiev ! . 
In youth, with more than learning's wisdom wiae ! 
As sainted martyrs, patient to endnre ! 
Simple as nnwean'd infkncy, and pure * 
Pnre ftom all stain (save that of human clay, 
Which Christ's atoning blood hath washed away)! 
By mortal sufferings now no more oppressed, 
Mount, sinless spint, to thy destin'd rest ! 
While I— reversed our nature's kindlier doom- 
Pour forth a father's sorrows on thy tomb." 



CHAPTER XX. 

The Catholic QuatioH. 

• • * * * • •* # « 

• *•**•••• « 

• • * * #.* • * *^* 

The statutes against popery in England and 
Ireland were the restrictions, not of a religious faith, 
but of a political faction ; enacted, not against dis- 
sidents from the church of England, but against 
rebellious partisans of the house of Stuart. The 
question was one, not of the liturgy, but of the sword. 
The Stuarts lost the day. They were exiled ; and 
the soldiers whom they left behind^ were disabled by 
the provisions of law from again stirring up rebellion, 
and again shedding the blood of freemen in the cause 
of tyrants and slaves. 

But the decline of the exiled dynasty no sooner 
made the relaxation of those penalties in any degree 
safe, than they were relaxed. The oath of alle- 
giance,* leases for 999 years,t the full purchase of 
landed property, the extinction of all disabilities 
relative to education, the unrestrained public exer- 
cise of their religious rites and tenets il elevated 

* 13th and 14tb Geo. m., cap. 35. 

1 17th and 16th Geo. m., cap. 49. t By tbe MtoT 17S9. 
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the sons of that soldiery, from the condition na- 
tural to a defeated army, to a rank of privilege never 
possessed by Protestants uncler a popish government. 
The question was then laid aside. It slept from 1782 
to 1793,— ten years of peace and singular prosperity 
in Ireland. 

But in 1789 France began to disturb the world. 
The manufacturii^ districts in the north of Ireland, 
much connected with America by trade and indivi- 
dual intercourse, rapidly adopted the idea of emu- 
lating the American revolt, while England was in the 
first perplexities of an approaching war. The 
Presbyterian of the north scorned the Roman Catho- 
lic of the south ; and would have disdained the re- 
public which was to be buttressed by the popish 
altar. But all that could embarrass government must 
be tried. Some millions of peasantry in tumult 
would form an important diversion ; and the agents 
of a iaction that owned neither a king nor a God, 
were sent out to tell the Roman Catholic that he was 
excluded from the favour of his king, and restricted 
in the exercise of his religion. 

The topic which was adopted by the Presbyterian 
republican to embarrass the English cabinet, was 
adopted, of course, by the whigs in the Ihsh parlia- 
ment to embarrass the Irish minister. From Ire- 
land it was transmitted for the use of opposition in 
England. 

The purpose in these pages^ is not to discuss the 
point of theology, but to give a glance at the progress 
of the question. After years of contest, it was 
brought into the cabinet by Canning. , lUrhis reluc- 
tant exile from office, he had taken it as the common 
burden of opposition, and he bore it back with him. 
It now formed the endless taunt of his late col- 
leagues. " Will you repeal the Test Act, and over- ' 
throw the establishment? Will you bring in Ca- 
tholics to legislate for Protestants, and overthrow 
the Constitution ?" was the perpetual outcry of the 
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champion, Mr. Peel, across the bouse, echoed by the 
congenial virtue of Mr. Dawson, and their retainers, 
and chiefly by the Duke of Wellington, who " could 
not comprehend the possibility of placing Roman 
Catholics in a Protestant legislature with any kind 
of ss^ety, and whose personal knowledge told hina* 
that no king, however Catholic, could govern his 
Catholic subjects without the aid of the pope." 
Canning left the question as Fox had left it. Lord 
Goderich^s short-lived ministry ran in and out of 
the cabinet with too breathless haste to decide 
on any thing. It perished of a fracas between 
two treasury officials, and expired on the road to 
Windsor. 

In 1838 the Duke of Wellington became prime 
minister. The empire, weary of the futile genera^ 
tion that had just dropped out of power, rejoiced at 
the accession of a man distinguished in the public 
service, bound to the natipnal interests by the most 
munificent rewards, and pledged in the most solemn 
and voluntary manner to resist the demands of 
popery. But his first steps taught the. nation the 
hazards of prmnature applause. The formation of 
his cabinet was assailed, in parliament, under every 
dhape of ridicule. The merits of his colleagues were 
loudly declared to be all summed up in the words 
mediocrity and submission. The ministers were 
called clerks, and the cabinet — a ** bureau adjoining 
the Horse Guards." It must be owned that the 
premier's antipathies did not fall chiefly on indivi- 
duals trained by the halnts of their lives to unouestion-' 
tng- obedience. To the astonishment of England, 
her civil offices were filled with soldiers \ the minis- 
ter's quarter-master-general governed the colonies; 
his aid-de-camp governed the civil department of the 
*anny; his suboi^inates in the field were the admi- 
nistrators of emplo3rments so important to constitu- 
tional security, that they had never before ccme out 
of civil hands. But if the {Mrinciple of sOrnmsioii 
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; be essential to paUie happiness, the calHoet, the 

qaarteromaster, the aicUde-canq), the whole array of 
this martial government, lived on the breath of the 
premier's nostrils ; and they have justified the saga- 
eity of the theory by the most unmurmuring acquies- 
eence in the memory of man. 

So great a power has not been in the hands of any 
English subject since Wols^^ but one — ^and that one 
was Cromwell! 

For purposes still undeveloped, it became the de- 
termination of this formidable depositajry of publie 
wisdom, to admit Roman Catholics into the legislap 
ture. — The first step was, to repeal the Test Act, a 
barrier erected by the founders of the constitution. 
It was left to whig hands, the fittest for the work of 
constitutional overthrow ; and the honour of pulling 
it down was given to a descendant of that RusseU 
who had cemented the establishment with his 
blood. 

The Test Act might have been obsolete; the 
dissenters might have suddenly become lovers of the 
establishment; the establishment might have sud- 
denly acquired some new principle of immortality ; 
yet the eagerness of Episcopal assent given to its 
overthrow, showed that some of the English prelacy 
had more confidence in the minister than knowledge 
of human nature. Other clerics, of less exalted raiiS:, 
but less confiding, saw, in the very suggestion of 
this repeal, a summons to the consecrated guardians 
of Protestantism, to collect their scattered strength, 
to abandon their habitual dependence on politicians, 
and to show that the highest trust which can be re- 
posed in earthly hands, was not to be sacrificed to a 
fond security in the promises of office. — The repeal 
was passed, and the darkest prediction was instantly 
verified. It was found to be a direct preliminary to 
that measure, which its own chief abettor pronounced 
" a breach of the constitution." 

Yet if the nature of the repeal escaped English 
Gg 
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simidicity, it was deeply comprehejwkd by Irisli 
faction. Public meetings^ assemblages in the Ro- 
mish chapels, proclamations to mobs, spoke truin- 
pet-tongued in Ireland. But to the universal as- 
tonishment, the vigour of the English ministjry had 
suddenly assumed the attitude of majestic repose. 
The quick, vindictive vigilance of a cabinet of sol- 
diership had softened into the unruffled calmness of 
the gods of Epicurus, — ^all was tranquillity. 
• The Irish papers came filled with statements of 
the most furious harangues, processions, and meet- 
ings, daylight musterings, and midnight conflagra- 
tions. The minister was asked hourly in parliament, 
" Have those things reached your ears ? A parlia- 
ment is open in the Irish capital denouncing England 
in the most traitorous language. Will you suffer it 
to remain open 1 An individual of notorious popu- 
lar influence is making regular progresses through 
the country, distributing an order of knighthood of 
his own creation, with the colour of rebellion, and 
mottoes teUing the people that he who would be 
free must himself strike the How*' Would this be 
endured in England ? If a demagogue collect a mob 
in Manchester, the law has power to seize him. 
Does the passage of the Irish channel mutilate 
the law?" 

On the 5th of Februaay, 1829, a day which will be 
long recorded in the evil calendar of England and of 
Europe, the king's speech, delivered by commission, 
declared that the time was come for the entrance of 
the Roman Catholics into the Protestant legislature ! 
The public indignation was boundless. It recapitu- 
lated the solemn denials that had been given in every 
form to the suspicion that such a measure was 
intended. It recalled the unequivocid pledges that 
every leading member of the cabinet had personally 
given to the integrity of the Protestant constitution. 
It pointed to the express words from year to year, 
in which they had founded their resistance^ to the 
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pofHsh demands, on the principles of popery ; not on 
temporary considerations, but on the essential nature 
of the refigion. And no member of the cabinet had 
spoken more miequivoeally on the principles of po- 
pery than the Dukie of Wellington. 

In the debate- on the Marquis of Lansdowne's 
motion, he had said:*^** The question is one merely 
of escpedienc^j and I ground my opposition, not 
on any doctnnal points, but on the mwrch g&Dern' 
ment of the Catholics. Nobody can have looked 
at the transactions in Ireland for the last 150 years, 
without at the same time seeing, that the Roman 
Catholic church has acted on the principle of com^ 
binaiionj and that this combination has been the in- 
strument by which all the evU that has been done has 
been effected ! We are told that whatever may be 
the cause of tiiie present evils, in Ireland, Catholic 
emancipation is the remedy. My lords, I am afraid, 
that if, in addition to Catholic emancipation, we were 
to give up to the Roman Catholics of Ireland the 
church establishment in Irelemd, we should not have 
found a remedy for the evil produced by this comhi- 
nation; unless we could find the means of connecting' 
the Roman Catholic church with the government of 
the country. But, my lords, we are told there are 
securities. 1 beg leave to remind the noble marquis, 
and the noble and learned lord on the cross bench 
(Plunket), of a fact which they cannot deny, that the 
Catholics themselves have alt along olqected to secu^ 
rities. He cannot, therefore, be surprised, that we 
who fiel strongly on the subject should wish to fed 
secure as to the safety of the church and state, before 
we venture on sttch an eocperiinent as this. 

*'My lords, I am very much afraid that the Roman 
Catholic religion, iii its natural state, is not very 
favourable to civil government in any part of Europe. 
And I must beg your lordships to observe, that in all 
the countries of Europe, the sovereigns have, at dif^ 
ferent periods, found it necessary^ as was stated by 
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my noble and learned Mend (Lord Colchester) to** 
night, to call upon ^ people to OMist them in the 
fforoemmenl of their people r 

On this speech no comment can be necessary. 
Next comes the immaculate sincerity of Mr. Peel ; 
his whole and sole reason for refusing to join the 
Canning ministry being his horror of the imputa^ 
tion of taking any share in carrying the Catholic 
question I 

^ For a space of eighteen years^ said this ingenu- 
ous and honest personage, ^'I have followed one 
mideviating course of conduct, offering, during the 
whole of that time, an uncompromising, but a tempe- 
rate, a fair, and, as I believe, a constiiutional resistance 
to the making any further concessions to the Roman 
CathoUcs ! llie opinions which I held during that 
time I still hold ; and I thought from having always 
avowed these opinions, but, above all, from having 
while in office taken an active and, I may perhaps 
say, an important part a^nst the claims of Catholics, 
that I could not remain in office, after events ren- 
dered it probable that I should be the single minister 
of the crown who was likely to continue opposed to 
them!"— (-^^cc^ 1827.) 

But, on Canning's introduction of the question into 
the house, he stated his principles of resistance. 
The document might figure in the history of Bubb 
Doddington; to some future Le Sage it will be 
invaluable. 

The Right Honourable Robert Peel said:— ** Mr. 
Pitt has been charged with ^pporting the CathoJic 
claims; but what were his words in 1805? After 
saying ' that he would not, under any circumstances, 
Bor any possible situation of affairs, consent that it 
should be discussed or entertained as a question of 
right,' that minister had proceeded— ' I, sir, have 
never been one of those who have held that the term 
emancipation is, in the smallest degree, ai^licable 
to the repeal of the few remaining penal statutes to 
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v^hichthe Catholics are liable. I cannot shntmy 
eyes to the fact, that the Roman Catholic must be 
anxious to advance his religion.' Those were Mr. 
Pitt's principles; and it was on those grounds that he 
(Mr. Peel) had always opposed what was termed 
Catholic emancipation. 

"Could any man, acquainted with the state of 
the world, doubt for a moment, that there was 
en^afied on the Catholic religion something more 
than a scheme for promoting mere religion ? That 
there was in view the furtherance of a means 
by which man could acqmre authority oroer man? 
Could he know what the doctrine of. absolution, of 
confession, of indulgences, was, without a suspicion 
that those doctrines were maintained for the purpose 
of establishing the power of man over the minds 
and hearts of men? What was it to him what 
the source of the power was called, if practically it 
was such! 

" He held in his^ hand a proclamation, or bull, 
addressed by Pope Pius VIL, in 1807, to the Irish 
Catholics, granting an indulgence of three hundred 
days from the pains of purgatory to those who should 
devoutly recite, at stated times, three short ejacu- 
lations, of which tho first was — 'Jesus! Maria! 
Joseph ! I offer to you my ardent heart !' When 
he sawBuch a mockery of all religion as this resorted 
to, to prop up the authority of man over man; when 
he saw such absurdity as this addressed to rational 
Catholics, and received hy rational Co^/to/tc^, and pub- 
lished among a superstitious and illiterate populace, 
it was in vain to tell him that mch things could be in- 
effective. 

" He tkovtght it right to retain all the existing dis- 
abilities, as far as related to admitting Catholics to the 
legislature and to offices of state. He had felt that 
he had iio choice, but to state with firmness, though, 
he trusted, without asperity, the principles which his 
reason dictated^ and which his hmour and conscience 
GgS 
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compdUd him to maintain! He had never adopted 
his opinions upon it, either from deference to high 
station, or that which might he more fairly expected 
to impress him, high ability. It was a matter of con- 
solation to him, that he had now an opportimity of 
showing his adherence to those tenets which he liad for- 
merly espoused ; that, if his opinions were unpopular, 
he stood by them «^»tt, when the influence and authority 
tiiat might have given them currency were gone ; and 
when it was impossible, he believed, that in the mind 
of any human bein^, he could stand suspected of 
pursuing his principles with any view to favour or 
personal aggrandizement !" — {Speech, 1827.) 

Copley (Lord Lyndhurst) declared, that " The ques- 
tion was not now as to the prevalence of the Roman 
Catholic religion, but it was this — ^Whether Protest-- 
mttism was to be ^continued in Ireland^ And the per- 
son took a very narrow view oi the subject, who cmdd 
entertain a doubt on the point^ — {Speech, 1827.) 
' Mr. Goulbum, who had been secretary in Ireland, 
and been sent there, from his peculiar Protestantism^ 
to balance any possible irregularities in the lord 
lieutenant's theology, declared, " That he had never 
attempted to conceal from himself the -state of Ire- 
land. But he differed totally from those honouraUe 
gentlemen who fondly imagined that Catholic eman- 
cipation could be productive of results so beneficial 
as to remove its distresses. Believing, as he did, that 
the dangers of Catholic emancipation would be 
greater th^n its benefits, he felt himself called on to 
give it his decided negative,^^{Speech, 1837.) 

Mr. (Jeorge Dawson declared, " That he should 
not labour to prove that the admission of the Roman 
Catholics to the privileges of parliament was con* 
trary to the whole spirit of the constitution i The 
Roman Catholic priesthood, who exercised over their 
flocks such unbounded sway, were a body of men 
assuming and ynelding political power, greater than 
the legislature itself. And it was to add to and con- 
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«c^idate that power, that the honoiuraUe baronet 

(Burdett) had just caHled on the house. 

^ The Catholic religion remained unchanged; and 
so long as it should 'continue unchanged, so iong 
would it be necessary to oppose the claims of the 
Catholics."— (/SjpcccA, 1827.) 

Each individual of those, and their fellow-officials, 
who all pledged themselves with equal distinctness, 
had founded his declarations, not upon circumstaneea, 
which might change, but upon the nature of the 
Romish church, which scorns the i4ea of change. 
Yet, with the interval of scarcely more than a sin^e 
session, all those men faced about, as if at tl^ tap of 
the drum, and delivered their convictions ^or the 
measure, against which they had declared those con- 
victions unalterable. 

The converts ! were instantly taunted in the strongs 
. est language of national scorn. The most contempt* 
uous phrases that human disdain could invent were 
heaped upon them. The braud was burned on them to 
the bone. But by what sullen influence, or with what 
tJ^ifna^ purpose, this unaccountable change was 
wrought, must be left to that investigation which sits 
upon the tomb, and declares the infinitcemptiness of 
the amplest reward for which a public man barters 
the respect of his country. 

Yet, one of the most painful features of the entiie 
transaction was the scandal of an individual whose 
sacred office ought to have secured him from so deep 
a fall. On the night of the final debate, in whicn 
the primates of England and Ireland declared their 
strongest abhorrence of the ministerial measure, 
Lloy<^ bishop of Oxford, who had voted against it in 
the preceding session, put himself forward as its de» 
fender. The chief part of his speech was the ram- 
bling declamation which was familiar to the house. 
But he had a novelty in reserve. " I have heard it 
charged against noble lords," said this miserable 
man, " that they are introducing men intp the house 
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Mrhose religion they have already sworn to be idoia- 
trous. Now, I acknowledge that I have taken that 
oath. I have sworn that the invocation of saints 
and the sacrifice of the mass are idolatry; but I 
have not sworn tliat all papists are guilty of idola- 
try. Some of their actions may be idolatrous, and 
some, in my solemn judgment, have a. tendency to 
idolatry itself. But if they are not wilfully and in- 
tentionally guilty of idolatry, they are not, in my 
oj^nion, guilty of idolatry before God." 

Even the house listened with astonishment to this 
monstrous doctrine. On this principle, crime must 
depend. altogether on the natne^ If the murderer 
can but perauade himself that he stabs for the public 
or for the priest, he is a murderer no longer. The 
crime is not in the breach of the law of man, nor in 
the insult to the law of God, but in the fancy of the 
criminal. This was the true Romish principle, on 
which the slaughter of heretics is still justified ; the 
deed is done, not for bloodshed, but for saintship ; not 
to kill the body, but«.to save the soul; and thus is 
massacre a virtue ! The Israelite, dancing round the 
golden calf, should have known this argument^^and 
proved that Moses was a persecutor. The Athenian 
idolater should have learned in the school of the 
Oxford professor, and beaten St. Paul out of the 
field. Both had cmlyto say, that in worshipping 
idols, in praying to them, offering incense, and ex- 
pecting the cure of diseases and the remission of 
sins fi^m them, they did not intend to commit idola- 
try, — ^and they were idolaters no more. 

The pubhc received the announcement of this 
theoiy of crime with the bitterest reprobation. The 
logician despised the shallowness of the sophist. — 
The cleric shrank from the doctrine of Uie divine. 
Its utterer was undone. He was compared to Par- 
ker, the basest of apostates, also bishop of Oxford. 
Tlie public journals tore up his doctrine and his 
character together. No man Can long resist this 
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stOTTO, unless he find strength witiim. The wretehed 
prelate made no defence : he shrank from the inflic- 
tipn ; and in a single month from the time of his fatsl 
speech, the defeii^er of idolatry was in his grave. 

Yet this was the man who could thus describe 
Irish popery, and in the very same speech. Nothing 
can be more true or more formidable than the descrip- 
tion. 

*^ Tlie dangers of the church of Ireland come not 
from within, but Xrom without. She is brought into 
competition with a rival church — a church neither 
missionary nor established^ but pretending to be 
estahlithedy in a country in which there is aEneady a 
church established by law ; this church having at its 
head two*aaid^twenty bishops, nominally appointed 
by the pope, but really, at least in general, elected 
by themselves— bishops connected together not only 
by the ties of their peculiar religion, but by the hana$ 
which unite the /eflows of a college — ^having under 
them, as it is stated, a body of three thousand fiot 
hundred clergy, placed beyond the pale and protec- 
tion of the law, in their spiritual relation ; and in no 
way responsible to the law /—men entirely under the 
control and superintendence of the bishops, remova- 
Ue at will, having no appeal to the king's courts, in 
case of a suspension ecclesiastically irregular ; and, 
in truth, in every point submitted to the arbitrary 
aidhorlyoi the bishops; — ^thcse clergy again exer- 
cising over their flocks the most unlimited ir^uence^ 
the most tmdisputed sway ; and doing this chiefly by 
the tenets of their religion, which places the consciences 
of their votaries Mogether at their disposal T — 
(Speech on the Relief BUI, April 2, 1829.) 

The measure was carried by a majority of 105 ! in 
the lords, where it had been always thrown out with 
disdain. The whole people petitioned in vain. The 
London petition alone was signed by upwards of a 
hmidred thousand householders. Thousands and hun« 
dreds of thousands of the gentry and professional 
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classes of England sent up the strongest remon- 
strances to the legislature. Still the measure was 
urged on; it was voted ikrough; all entreaties for 
time to take the public sense on a question wrhich 
touched the birthright of every freeman of Eng^land 
were refused. •* Come to the vote" was the dictato- 
rial language of those who knew that whatever they 
might want in argument they made up in numbers. 
The measure was haughtily carried, and Roman 
Catholics were made members of that legislature 
which, by their religioi:^ tenets, they pronounce to be 
impious and heretical; governors of that people 
which they pronounce to be incapable of salvation ; 
arbiters o! that civil and religious freedom which it 
is the first principle of popery u> extinguish in all 
kingdoms ; and counsellors of that king whom Rome 
denounces as a revolter from its fealty and its religion. 
But if the measure had been the quintessence of 
public good, it would have been scandalized by the 
nature of its origin. No man could be found to ac- 
knowledge its parentage then ; it is cast fatherless 
on the world even now. Instead of the openness 
which ought to have eminently distinguished a ques- 
tion, affecting not a party, but an empire,— not a ses- 
sion, but the last hour at which England may boast 
pf a par]iament,»aU was mystery. Its councils were 
all carried on in whispers. As the time approached, 
the secrecy grew more mystical ; the curtains were 
drawn closer round the cabmet ; the chief justice who 
drew the bill, after the task had been indignantly 
refused by the attorney-general. Sir Charles Wether* 
ell, was merged in a darkness so profound, that it 
has never left him since. The master of the mint's 
right hand did not know what his left was doing. 
The chancellor of the exchequer made sermons, or 
speeches like sermons, of triple the usual length and 
sanctity. The home secretary itinerated the countiy, 
with a smile and a speech for every village, ami 
panegyrized steam engines and the constitution- 
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The premier hiirfself was so unconscious of what 
was passing, that he wrote the following biUet, evi- 
dently as a matter of familiar intercourse, to aa 
Trish friend, who had expressed some curiosity to 
know the news of London: — 

•' My dbab Sir,—! have received your letter Of the 
4th instant; and I assure you, you do me justice in 
believing that I am sincerely anxious to witness the 
setdement of the Roman Catholic question, which, 
by benefiting the state, would confer a benefit on 
every individual belonging to it, 

" But I confess / see no prospect of such a settle- 
ment. Party has been mixed up with the considera- 
tion of the question to such a degree, and such vio- 
lence pervades every discussion of it, that it is tm- 
possihu to expect to prevail on men to consider it dis- 
passionately. 

** If we could hwry it in oblivion for a short time, 

and employ that time diligently in the consideration 

of its dyfficullies on all sides (for they are very great)^ 

I should not despair of seeing a satisfactory remedy. 

** Believe me, my dear Sir, 

"WELLINGTON. 

''London, Dec. 11,1838." 

This letter was addressed to Dr. Curtis, the head 
of the Iri^ Roman Catholic priesthood : and, trans- 
mitted to such hands, it of course came instantly 
before the public. The Irish laughed at the style, 
and said that in " burying matters in obUvion for a 
time" and " employing the samfe time in considering 
them,** they recognised their countryman. But the 
English, who overlook those things in a military pre- 
mier, universally regarded the billet as precisely of 
the same class with those which the whigs had writ- 
ten whenever they had a hope of power; the easy, 
official form of getting rid of the claimants alto- 
gether. 
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' In six weeks from the date of this unsuspecting- let- 
ter, the measure was proclaimed with all pamp and 
ceremonial in the kingf s speech i So brief is oW« 
vion, and so blind is sagacity. 

But the people had a sagacity of their own, that 
saw ftirther than the simple optics of the cabinet. 
In the midst of the minister's prospects af eternal 
conciliation, of amity treading on perpetual Dowers, 
and national friendship taming down the wild pas- 
sions and rugged jealousies of the people, like an- 
other Oybele, scattering oil and wine from a chanot 
drawn by lions ; while the home secretaiy revelkkt 
in poetic raptures, and even the premier relaxed tiie 
rigidity of the ministerial brow ; while Scylla 

** Chid her barking vravet into attention, 
AM fell Charyhdiv munniired soft appteuw ;** 

(he people declared, that ihd evil day had been only 
precipitated ; that the Irish demagogues, instead of 
receiving the measure as a pledge of peace, would 
turn it into an immediate instrument- oi turbulence ; 
that they would see nothing in it but u proof that 
clamour, aggression, and intimidation were the true 
weapons for their cause, and that the more they 
asked, and the more insolently they asked it, the 
surer they were to succeed. Ministers were told — 
" Popery never required any thing but power, and 
never made any other use of it than to perplex and 
crush the Protestant. If you give that power; if 
you send the Roman Catholic back to Ireland, not 
the petitioner that he came, but the conqueror, 
clothed in the spoils of the constitution ; if you put 
the cup into his hand, out of which the first drop 
thrown on the ashes of rebellion will blaze up into 
inextinguishable flame; you will have to thank only 
yourselves for the deepest hazards that ever tried the 
empire." 
The prediction was scoffed at ; and now, withia 
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a twelvemoath, we have a demand for 'the repeal 
of the Union," which would end in a separation of 
the countries, a summons openly issued for a popish 
parliament, and the proposed organization of a na- 
tional army on the model of the volunteers of 1782 ! 
We have a startled proclamation of the Irish lord- 
lieutenant, declaring that designs dangerous to the 
public peace are on foot, and threatening the ven- 
geance of the law on this " conciliated" people. We 
have an answering proclamation from the Catholic 
'^agitators," declaring that the Irish government 
thinks itself justed in trampling on the people; that 
** the want of a domestic and national legislature in 
Ireland mill find means to make itself known! and that 
those means will be irresistible /'' So much for mili- 
tary legislation ! 

The whole of Europe looked with the keenest anx- 
iety to the discussion of the Catholic question; and 
its continental results are felt already. All the 
minor Protestant states, which relied on England as 
their protectress, were alarmed by finding that her 
legislature had changed its character.. All the po- 
piSi states triumphantly r%arded the measure as an 
approach to their system. But the example of a 
parliament submissive to the extent of ^ breaking in 
upon the free constituticHi," of which the empire ha4 
boasted for one hundred and thirty years, chiefly 
caught the tastes of the French king, who instantly 
resolved upon making the experiment of a submissive 
parliament, — ^finding the old one stubborn, cashiered 
it, — to procure a new one for his purpose, would have 
cashiered the constitution, — was defeated in the at- 
tempty — and has now bequeathed the tremendous evi- 
dence of popular strength to the partisans of revolu- 
tion throughout the woild. And those are but the 
first results of the '^ great healing measure'' of Ca- 
tholic Emancipation ! 



Hh 
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[The advocates of Catholic emancipation stood on 
the broad basis of the rights of man— they insisted 
on the universaDy acknowledged principle, "that 
among the natural rights which man retains are all 
the intellectual rights, or rights of the mind: conse- 
quently religion is one of those rights." Every man, 
when he applies his judgment to the rehgion of his 
neighbour, is conscientiously bound to aUow that his 
adoption of it was the act of a free agent ; and whether 
it agree with or differ from that which has received 
the civil sanction of the State, he is only warranted 
and justified in concluding that by adopting it, he has 
exercised that liberty of conscience which supersedes 
all power and control of the civil magistrate. Es- 
sentfcdly unjust, then, is every ciyU or temporal law 
which persectdes man for his religious persuasion, by 
pretending to annul or abridge his liberty of conscience. 

How the measure of Catholic emancipation could 
have been resisted, or even retarded, by good and 
enlightened men, acknowledging the iruih and tl^e 
fitness of this principle, cannot be easily explained. 
That the spirit of temporizmg has long hovered over 
this measure, must be a<nnitted. By reflecting on 
the influence of this spirit, we may, in some measure, 
account for the apathy of some and the antipathies 
of many of the statesmen who afterward became the 
most active and distinguished friends of the Catholics. 
We see it generally as an involuntary aflection of 
the mind, pi^oduced. by some cause which has first 
^subdued or rendered it for the time incapable of its 
freedom of deliberation, and deprived it of its wonted 
energy and vigour in action. Various are the causes 
which operate this effect — ^pride, joy, success, and 
prosperity, the intrigues, flattery, and seduction of 
others, the weakness, blindness and perverseness of 
ourselves. It is not the isolated affection of one hu- 
man being, but the gregarious quality of a whole so- 
ciety. To prevent it absolutely at all times, is a 
moral impossibility ; to check it at any time, is a mat- 
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ter of extreme difficulty; to correct it bef)&Te disas- 
ter works the cure, is the most honourable though 
imthankful office of the lover of his country. That 
this spirit mihtates s^ainst discussion and investiga- 
tion, is self-evident. The struggihig efforts of truth 
are often overpowered by this impetuous torrent — 
her voice is drowned, and her very being is borne 
away, undistinguished from the angry and turbid 
stream^ No wonder, then, that the progress of the 
Catholic cause was slow ; the wonder is, how it could 
have made any advances. It was opposed with en- 
ergy and earnestness. This opposition created cor- 
respondent feelings in its advocates, until at length 
they rescued it from the darkness with which bigotry 
and ignorance covered it, and restored to the Catho- 
lics those rights, of which it is now universally ad- 
mitted they had been cruelly and unjustly deprived. 

The opponents of the Catholic claims urged their 
rejection on the plea that the constitution of Great 
Britain was a Protestant constitution. To this it was 
answered, that it was originally Catholic ; that it was 
founded by Catholics ; that the great laws to which 
the people owed their liberty were the work of 
Catholics ; that at the time of the Revolution no 
change was made in the constitution, and that then 
nothing was done beyond making a declaration of 
right, because they could not go farther than the 
Catholics had gone ; that the bill of rights was a de- 
claratory law ; it was declaratory of the rights ob- 
tained by our Catholic ancestors. Hence it was con- 
eluded, that the Protestants had no exclusive right 
laid down, and that they have no exclusive right to 
the constitution. 

The charge of moral atrocity was also met by the 
declarations of the Catholic prelates, who stated that 
it was not the doctrine of the Catholic church to sup- 
port or obey any foreign temporal power, and that to 
break faith with heretics was no part of their creed 
it was also urged, on the side of the Catholics, that 
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the charge of moral atrocity could not be sustaiiied 
against wem without libelling the Christian religion : 
monstrous crimes are incompatible with the Christian 
religion which they profess, and the argument of 
morsd atrocity would not make against the Catholic 
reUgion alone, but against Chhstianit^r in general. 
The reasoning went to this, that the religion of Christ- 
endom was an abomination ; and if an abomination, 
they were emphatically asked why they tolerated it. 

From &e charge of moral atrocity the opponents 
of the Catholics passed to the assertion, tmt their 
emancipation would be incompatible with the safety 
of England. The plain meaning of this is, that no 
man could be a good British subject unless he be- 
longed to the established church. In answer, it was 
shown Uiat the Irish Parliament declared that the 
Catholics were good subjects. In 1791, tbey stated 
that it was necessary for the security of the country 
to give them a share of poHtical power. That par- 
liament gave them the privilege of holding landed 
property, and put arms in their hands. It was enacted, 
^ &at it shall and may be lawful for papists, or per- 
sons professing the Popish religion, to hold, exercise, 
and enjoy all civil and miUtaiy offices, or places of 
trust and profit under his Majesty.^ 

The histoiy of Ireland has been appealed to as 
f uml^ng strong arguments in favour of the oppo- 
nents of this question. To this it was rephed, that 
the historian in the case of Ireland is, generally 
q)eaking, peculiarly bad authority. He wrote to 
gratify power, and he flattered it ; his own private 
advantage absorbed all his thoughts, and his contem- 

Elation only dwelt on that which might be turned to 
is own account, or that of his employers. They 
were called on to state the case of Ireland fairly, and 
not to fly back to barbarous times and long ex^oded 
prinoiples ; to state her transactions since Sie became 
a nation, not to go back to senseless follies ; not to 
say, on this spot such a crime was committed, on 
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Ais spot sueh a chieftam raised his rebellious stand* 
aid. They were called on to come at once to the 
point, and say, here a Catholic regiment held its 
ground, and nobly shared the dangers of that battle 
Sie laurels of which it was not destined to share.— 
These arguments prevailed, and Irishmen can now 
fight the battles of their country, free as thei^ are 
brave. — American Publishers,] 



1830. — ^TTie life of George the Fourth was now 
hasteniog to its close. He had lost his brother, the 
Duke of York,* to whom he had been peculiarly at- 
tached, and whose death was sincerely mourned by 
both king and people. For some years his majesty 
had been affected by complaints which must have 
imbittered even royal enjoyments. He had frequent 
returns of the gout, and it was subsequently ascer- 
tained that the valves of the heart were partially os- 
sified ; yet a remarkable strength of consntution sus- 
tained him: to the last, his manners were courtly, 
his conversation was animated, and his recollection 
of persons and circumstances singularly quick and 
interesting. But the severe winter of 1829, by de- 
priving him of exercise in the open air, disposed him 
to dropsical symptoms. He resided in the Lodge at 
Windsor, a retreat too dreary for an invalid. Slight 
fits of an indisposition were rumoured, from the be- 
ginning of the year; but on the 15th of Aphl a 
bi^etin was issued, stating that he suffered under 
a bilious attack, accompanied by embarrassment in 
his breathing. He partially recovered, and transacted 

Eublic business ; in which, however, from feebleness, 
e was obliged to delegate the sign-manual to com- 
missioners. But, for nearly a month before his 
death, his majesty was aware of his situation ; and, 
though not without hopes of life, he felt the ne- 
cessity of preparing for the great change. About the 

* Stli January, 1887. 
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mddie of June his phynciam were said to hare in- 
timated that medicine could do no more; an an- 
nouncement which he received with manly and deco- 
rous resignation, uttering the words, ^ God's will be 
done !" 

On the d4th of June his majesty became still more 
exhausted, and remained chiefly in a kind of slumber 
for the next forty-eight hours. On the 36th, at three 
in the morning, the attendant was startled by his 
suddenly rising from his bed, and expressing some 
inward pain; a fit of coughing came on while he 
was in his physician's arms; he ejaculated, ^Oh 
God! I am dying ;'^ in a few seconds after, he said, 
^ This is death;" and, at a quarter past three, ex- 
pired. 

Tlie details which have been already given of his 
majesty's life prevent the necessity of making any 
immediate remarks on. his character. Some state- 
ments of those early errors into which he was dfawn 
by the strong temptations t^at beset a prince, and 
some traits of the individuals who rendered them- 
selves disgracefully conspicuous by administering to 
those errors, have been intentionally omitted. Their 
insertion here would be repulsive to the feelings oi 
the writer, and of no advantage to the reader. 

The progress of the arts, of which his majesty 
was a liberal patron, — ^the improvements of London, 
chiefly due to his taste, — ^andthe general inteUectual 
progress of the empire during his reign,— all topics of 
mterest, are necessarily restricted by the limits of the 
volume. 

As to the personal opmions delivered in these 
pages, the writer has had no object in them but 
truth; and, not feeling disposed to turn away from 
its avowal, nor to stoop to the arts by which dupli- 
city thrives, he has told the truth with the plaimiess 
that becomes a subject of England. To any remarks 
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lihat may be made oti such plaumess fitnn one of hi« 
profession, he gives the unans7»erable reply—that it 
is his profession which ought to take the lead in all 
truth ; that if it have ever suffered its brow to be 
humbled by honours ignobly won, or its free limbs 
to be entangled in the cloak of tiie hireling, it owes 
a duty to itself to show that this baseness is against 
its nature ; it owes a duty to its holy religion to show 
that a churchman may be in earnest, when, with the 
Scriptures in his hand, he declares, that there are 
higher objects for the immortal spirit than the mixed 
and vulgar temptations of our corrupted state of 
society; and that, "being content with food and 
raiment," the Christian should leave personal and 
public meanness to Uieir reward; shhnk from the 
degrading elevation, which is to be gained only by 
leaving conscience behind ; and seek no honours but 
those which are alike aix>ve human passion and 
human change. 



APPENDIX. 



A CONSIDERABLE Dumber of anecdotes of his late Majesty 
have appeared in the newspapers, the principal of which 
wiH be found here. Their employment in the "Memoir" 
would hare been unsuitable from their miscellaneous nature, 
and their having been too much before the public for a 
daim to novelty. However, they throw light on character, 
and as such are worth retaining. 



ANECDOTES, Ac. 

From the moment of the prince's birth, he became an 
object of the strongest national interest. He was a remaric- 
ably fine infant ; and his biith and the queen's safety so 
much delighted the king (George the Third), that he spon- 
taneously presented 500/. to the messenger who brought him 
the glad tidings. A scene of universal joy ensued. Eveiy 
town in England had its gala, and every village its bonfire. 

The ladies who called at the palace w^e admitted into 
the queen's bedroom to see the child, about forty at a time ; 
the part containing the bed being screened off by a sort of 
lattice-work. The royal infant lay in a most splendid 
cradle of velvet and Brussels lace, adorned with gold ; while 
two young ladies of the court, in virgin white, stood to rock 
the cradle, and the nurse at its head sat with a crimson 
velvet cushion, occasion^y to receive the child and present 
it to its mother. The cradle was placed on a small eleva- 
tion under a canopy of state. The head and the sides, 
which came no higher than (lie bed, were covered with 
crimson velvet, and lined with white satin. From the head 
rose an ornament of carved work, gilt, with the coronet in 
the middle. The upper sheet was covered with very broad, 
beautiful Brossek lace, turning over the top upon a magni- 
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fioent lyiih of crimioii velTet and gold lace; the wlmle 
length of the BnuselB lace ^fypearing also along the aidea» 
and hanging down from underneath. 



The children were reared in the homely £i^[lish manner 
most conducive to health. The account of a visiter iras : — 
**The royal childien rise early, generally at sir, break&st 
at eight, Uve on the amplest food, and are much in the open 
air. I have heen several eveninffs in the queen's lodge with 
no other company than the fiunuy. They nt round a lai^ 
table, on which are books, work, pencils, and paper. While 
the younger part of the fiimily are drawing and working, 
the beautiful babe Amelia is sometimes in the lap of one of 
her sisters, and sometimes playing with the kmg on the 
carpet." <* All the princesses and princes had a commerce 
table." '* I seldom miss going to early prayers at the king's 
chapel, at eight o'clock, where I never fiul of seeing their 
majesties and all the royal femily." ** In the evening every 
one is employed with pencil, needle, or knitting ; Mtween 
the pieces of music the conversation is easy aid pleasant, 
and the king plays at backgammon with one of his equer- 
ries." " Their majesties rise at six, and enjoy the two suc- 
ceeding hours, wmch they call their own; at eight, the 
Prince of Wales, the Bishop of Osnaburgh, dec. are brou^t 
from their several houses to Kew, to breakfast with their 
parents. At nine, the younger children are brought in; 
and while the five elder are cfosely applying to their bo<^ 
the little ones pass the whole morning in kichmond gardens. 
The king and queen frequently sit in the room while the 
children dine, and in the evening all the children a^ain pay 
their duty at Kew House before they retire to bed.*^ 



About 1769, party fuiy raged throughout the land, and 
the queen widied to conciliate the public mind by exhibit- 
ing the endearments of domestic Kfe. The juvenile /S/e« at 
the palace were numerous; and the infiuit fVince of Wales 
(seven years old) was always dressed in scarlet and jrold, 
with the insignia of the Garter; while the Dukeof Yoik 
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(&ve yean oldX as Mskop of OsnalMirgh, was in blue and 
gold, with the insignia of the Bath. Hia loyal highness had 
been elected Bishop of Osnaburgh on the 27th of Februaiy, 
1 764 ; and having been born on the 16th of August, 1 763, he 
was exactly six months and ^n days old when he became 
a bishop ! He received the order of the Bath on the 3(Hh 
f^f December, 1767, and was installed in Henry the Eighth's 
chapel, June 15, 1772; and, as principal companion oi 
the Garter, was installed at Windsor on the 25th of the 
same montii. 

In this year, 1769, his maiesty caused a drawing-room to 
be hdid by the Prince of Wales ; and the novelty excited 
much attention. 



The king had an aTersion to Wilkes and the No. 45. 
'i*he Prince of Wales, in his ninth year, had been severely 
punished for some fault, and he took a laughable mode of 
revenge. Goin^ to the king's bedroom door, befi)re he was 
up, he kept beatmg on the panels, and roaring out << Wilkes 
for ever ! — No. 45 for ever !" until the king bust into laugh- 
ter and had him removed. 

The system of discipline now established was severe, and 
the prince was excluded from the society of youth of his own 
age, and subjected to a mechanical precision of habits. 
Eight hours every day were devoted to hard study at the 
desk. He rose at six, and breakfasted at eight. He and the 
Duke of York had'a form in Kew Park, which they culti- 
vated under the guidance of Mr. Arthur Young. They 
ploughed and sowed the land, reaped the com, and went 
through every process with their own hands, up to the 
making of the bread. A private purse of limited extent was 
given to the youth, and his expenditure of the money was 
strictly scrutimzed, and attended with either praise or cen- 
sure. 



Some idea may be formed of George the Third's notions 
of discipline and manners, by the fact that it having been 
Ttfottta to his majesty, in 1772, that Archbishop Com- 
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wbHui had hwpejd oonvi^ial parties at his palae^ tfae aio- 
narch immediately addiessed to him the foUowing admoni- 
toiy letter : 

" My good Lord Pbimate, — ^I could not delay giving you 
the notification of the grief and concern with which mj 
breast was affected at leceiving authentic informatioii that 
nnita had made their way into your palace. At the same 
time, I must signify to you my sentiments <m this subject, 
which hold these levities and vain dissipations as utterly in- 
expedient, if not unlawfiil, to pass in a residence for many 
centuries devoted to divine studies, religious retirement, and 
the extensive exercise of charity and benevolence ; I add, 
in a place where so many of your predecessors have led their 
lives in such sanctity as has thrown lustre on the pure reli- 
gion they professed and adorned. From the dissatisfaction 
with which you must perceive I behold these improprieties, 
not to speak in harsher terms, and in still more pioua prin- 
ciples, I trust you will suppress them immediately ; so that 
I may not have oocasian to show any further zaarks of my 
displeasure, or to interpose in a different manner. May God 
take your grace into his almighty protection ! I remain, my 
lord primate, your gracious mend. ^ G. R." 



The foUowisg paragraph appeared in the London news- 
papers in the month of May, 1771, relative to a circumstance 
which excited some interest about the Court at St. James's : 
*< The following are the particulars rdative to the improper 
behaviour of the person who struck his royal highness 
Prince William Henry (his present mapesty). The Prince 
of Wales, the Bishop of Osnaburgh, Pnnce William Heniy, 
&e. were at play in one of the apartments, and the head of 
one of their drums being out, the young gentlemen pre- 
vailed on the attendant to get into the drmn-hoop that they 
might draw her about. Prince William (who is full of hu- 
mour) contrived to throw her down ; when she, in her fool- 
ish resentment, flung him against the wainscot The king 
was told of it, who ordered her to ^ to St. James's, and 
remain there till Lady Charlotte Fmch came to town, as 
his maiesty did not choose to interfere in such matters. 
On La^ Charlotte's arrival she examined into the paitictt* 
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bffs, "whea another of the attendants sud that the penon ac- 
cused did not strike the prince. The Prince of Wales (his 

late majesty) being present, said, * Pray Mrs. do not 

assert any such thing ; you know she did strike my bro- 
ther ; but you are both Scotch women, and will say any 
thing to protect each other.' His royal highness's answer 
occasioned much diversion." 



The late king was remarkably good-natured ; and from 
the numerous anecdotes that have transpired since liis death, 
we can fully believe Colonel M*Mahon's djring character of 
him, as " one of the kindest-hearted men a£ve." There 
were intervals when, in the various vexations of his per- 
plexed career, he may have given way to anger ; but they 
were few and always momentary* The slight incidents 
that follow are proofs that kindness was the natural temper- 
ament of his mind. 

" Nearly forty years ago, his late majesty, then Prince of 
Wales, was so exceedingly urgent to have 800/. at an hour 
on such a day, and in so unusual a manner, that the gentle- 
man who furnished the supply had some curiosity to know 
for what purpose it was obtained. On inquiry, he was inr 
formed, that the moment the money arrived the prince drew 
on a pair of boots, pulled off his coat and waistcoat, slipped 
on a plain morning frock without a star, and turning his 
hair to the crown of his head) put on a slouched hat, and 
thus walked out. This intelligence raisied still greater cu- 
riosity, and with some trouble the gentleman discovered the 
object of the prince's mysterious visit. An officer of the 
army had just arrived from America with a wife and six 
children, in such low circumstances, that to satisfy some 
clamorous creditor he was on the point of selling his com- 
mission, to the utter ruin of his family. The prince by ac- 
cident overheard an account of the case. To prevent a 
worthy soldier suffering, he procured the money ; and that 
no mistake might happen, carried it himself. On asking at 
an obscure lodging-house in a court near Covent Garden for 
the lodger, he was shown up to his room, and there found 
the family in the utmost distress. Shocked at the sight, he 
not only presented the money, but told the officer to apply 
1 1 
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to Colonel Lake, liTing in street, and give some ac- 
count of himself in future ; 6a3^g which, he depfoted, ^^li- 
out the femily knowing to whom they were obliged." 



Some years since an artist, being at Carlton Palace, ob- 
served to the late Mr. , one of the royal establishment 

— *< How I should like to see the council-tahle prepared for 
the council !" '* Your wish shall be gratified," said his 
friend. It happened that a council was to be held that 
very day. They proceeded to the apartment : when there, 
the artist, smiling, observed, « Now, if I were to judge of 
your royal master only by what I see, I should conclude 
that he was very little-minded." " And why so !" inquired 

Mr. . ^* Because I perceive, first and foremost, that 

all the chairs for the council are exactly equidistant ; se- 
condly, that there are so many sheets of foolscap, and so 
many sheets of post, and a long new pen laid diagonally 
on each, and all at measured mathematical distances ; and, 
thirdly, that the very fold of the green cloth" — ^fine broad- 
cloth, which covered the long table — " is exactly in the 
centre of the table." " You are a quiz,** said the officer 
of the household. << Would I eould ptit on the invisible 
cap," resumed the gentleman, << that 1 might see and hear 
what passes, when the regent is seated in that golden 

ir."* " Perhaps you might be d' 



chair."* " Perhaps you might be disappointed in your ex- 
pectations ; but," added his friend, in a low voice, «* if, sir, 
you could see and hear what I have seen and heard, and 
what will probably occur again after this day's council, yoo 
mi^ht feel little disposed to relate what you had seen with 
levity." The officer of the household then took a sheet of 
paper from the table, walked to the fireside, placed his right 
arm on the marble chimney-piece, while he held the paper 
in his left hand, and loolong the artist in the face, said : 
<< Sir, fancy him this day, after the breaking up of the 
council, standing thus, and the recorder of London standing 
in your place, bearing the list of the miserable culprits 
doomed to death by the sentence of the law. How little 

* The councU -was bald in tbe throne room ; but his royal hi«bneM» 
then r^fent, sat at the head of the table, in a high-backed gilt ehair. 
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do tliey or the world know, that the most powerful pleader 
for a remission of their punishment is the prince ! — while, 
one by one, he inquires the nature of the offence in all its 
bearings, the measure of the guilt of the offender, and whe- 
ther the law absolutely demands the life of the criminal, — 
palliating the offence by all the arguments becoming him, 
who, as the ruler of the nation, i^ the Fountain of Mercy. 
Yes, sir, nearly two hours have I known the prince plead 
thus, in the presence of the minister of justice, for those 
who had no other counsellor*" 



THE LATE KINO AND HIS 8EKVANTS. 

Among almost innumerable instances of the feeling of 
our late soyereign, may be here related one which occurred 
many years affo, while he was Prince of Wales. Being at 
Brighton, and going rather earlier than usual to visit his 
stud, he inquired of a groom, "Where is Tom Cross 1* is 
he unwell 1 I have missed him for soine days." " Please 
your royal highness, he is gone away.*' " Gone away ! — 
what fori*' "Please your royal highness (hesitating), I 

believe — ^for — Mr. can inform your royal highness." 

" I desire to know, sir, of you ; — ^what has he done 1" " I 
believe — ^your royal highness — something — ^not — quite cor- 

rect->-something about the oats." " Where is Mr. U 

— send him to me immediately." The prince appeared 
much disturbed at the discovery. The absent one, quite a 
youth, had been employed in the stable, and was the son 
of an old groom who had died in the prince's service. The 
officer of the stable appeared before the prince, f < Where 
is Tom Cross I—what has become of him 1" " I do not 
know, your royal highness." ** What has he been doing 1" 
'* Purloining the oats, your royal highness ; and I dis- 
charged him." " What, sir, send hmi away without ac- 
quainting me ! — ^not know whither he is gone ! a fatherless 
boy driven into the world from my service with a bhghted 
character ! Why, the poor fellow vnll be destroyed : fie, 
• ! I did not expect this from you ! Seek him out, sir, 

* This name is assumed. f A superior of the stable departmenu 
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and let me not see j<m mtil yon IiaTe dhseovered him.^ 
Tom was foond, and broaght before his royal master. He 
hong down his head, while the tears trickled from his eyes. 
After looking stead^tly at him for some moments, ** Tom, 
Tom," said the prince, "what have you been doing? 
Happy it is for your poor father that he is gone ; it wooJd 
have broken his heart to see yon in such a sitoation. 
I hope this is yonr first offence.** The youth wept bitterly. 
«• Ah, Tom, I am glad to see that you are penitent. Your 
father was an honest man ; I had a great regard ibr him : 
so I should haye for you, if you were a good lad, for his 

sake. Now, if I desire Mr. to take you into the stable 

again, do you think that I may trust you r* Tom wept still 
more yehemently, implored forgiveness, and promised re- 
formation. " WeU, then," said the gracious prince, " yon 
i^all be restored. Avoid evil company : go^ and recover 
your character : be diligent, be honest, and make me yoor 
friend : and — hark ye, Tom — I will take care that no one 
shall ever taunt you with what is past." 



Some years since, a gentleman, while copying a picture 
in one of the state apartments at Carlton House, overheard 
the following conversation between an elderly woman, one 
of the housemaids, then employed in cleaning a stove-grate, 
and a glazier, who was supplying a broken pane of glass : 
••Have you he&rd how the prince is to-day?" said he (his 
royal highness had been confined by illness). " Much bet- 
ter," was the reply. **I suppose," said the glazier, "you 
are glad of that ;" subjoining, "though, to be sure, it eanU 
concern you much." " It does concern me,** replied the 
housemaid ; "for I have never been ill but his royal 2%hne88 
has eoncemed himself about me, and has always been 
pleased, on mj coming to work, to say, *I am glad to see 
you about again ; I hope you have been taken good care 
of; do not exert yourself too much, lest you be ill again.' 
If I did not rejoice at his royal highnesses recovery, ay, and 
every one who eats his bread, we should be ungratefbl 
indeed!" 
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PREDICTION. 

** I remember," says the Margravine «f Anspach, in her 
Lift, *<a singular anecdote which was related to me bv 
Mr. Wyndham (a man totally devoid of superstition), which 
had arisen from a story told me by the Prince of Wales. 
At the end of the last century Sir William Wyndham, being 
on his travels through Venice, observed accidentally, as he 
was passing through St. Mark's Place in his cabriolet, a more 
than ordinary crowd at one comer of it. On stopping, he 
found it was a mountebank who had occasioned it, and 
who was pretending to tell fortunes, conveying his predic- 
tions to the people by means of a long, narrow tube of tin, 
which he lenjgrthened or curtailed at pleasure, as occasion 
zequired. Sir William, among others, held up a piece of 
money, on which the charlatan immediately directed his 
tube to his cabriolet, and said to him, veiy distinctly, in 
Italian, *■ Signer Inglese, cavete il bianco cavallo.' 

'*This circumstance made a very forcible impression 
upon him, from the recollection that some few years before, 
when veiy young, having, been out at a stag^hunt, in re- 
turning home from the sport he found several of the servants 
at his father's gate, standing round a fortune-teller, who 
either was or pretended to be both deaf and dumb, and for 
a small remuneration vrrote on the bottom of a trencher, 
with a piece of chalk, answers to such questions as the 
servants put to him by the same method. As Sir William 
rode by, the man made signs to him that he was willingr to 
tell him his fortune as well as the rest, — and in good-hu- 
mour he would have complied ; but as he could not recol- 
lect any particular question to ask, the man took the tren- 
cher, imd, writing upon it, gave it back, with these words 
written leeibly, * Beware of a white horse.* Sir William 
smiled at the absurdity, and totally forgot the circumstance, 
till the comcidence at Venice renunded him of it. He im- 
mediately and naturally imagined that the English fortune- 
teller had made his way over to the continent, where he 
had found his speech ; and he was now curious to know 
the truth of the circumstance. Upon inquiry, however, he 
felt assured that the feUow had never been out of Italy, nor 
onderstood any other language than his own. 
** Sir Williflvi Wyndham had a great share in the trans- 
Ii2 
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actioiiB of goyemment daring ibe last four years of Queen 
Anne's reign, in which a design to restore the son of James 
II. to the British throne, which his father had forfeited, 
was undoubtedly concerted ; and on the arriyal of George I. 
many persons were punished, by being put into priacn cft 
sent into banishment. Among the former of those who 
had entered into this combination was Sir William Wynd- 
ham, who, in 1715, was committed as apriscoier to the 
Tower. Over the inner gate were the arms of Great Bri- 
tain, in which there was then some alteration to be made, 
in consequence of the succession of the house of Brunswick ; 
and as Sir William's chariot was passing through, conyeying 
him to his prison, the painter was at woriL admng the white 
horse, which formed me arms of the Elector of Hanoyer. 
It struck Sir William forcibly. He immediately recollected 
the two singular predictions^ and mehtidned them to the 
fieutenant of the Tower, then in the chariot with him, and 
to almost every one who came to see him there during his 
confmemcnt ; and, although probably not inclined to super- 
stition, he looked upon it as a prophecy which was rally 
accomplished. But in this he was much mistaken ; for, 
many years after, being out hunting, he had the toisfortune 
to be thrown while leaping a ditch, by which accident he 
broke his neck. He rode upon a white horse. 

" The Prince of Wales, who delighted in this kind of 
stories, told me that one day, at Brighton, riding in com- 
pany with Sir John Lade, and unattended (which they fre- 
quently were), they had prolonged their ride across the 
downs farther than they had intended. An unexpected 
shower of rain coming on, they made the best of their way 
to a neighbouring house, which proved to be thai of a 
miller. His royal highness dismounting quickly. Sir John 
t<^ok hold of the horse's bridle till some one should make 
his appearance. A bby came up and relieved Sir John of 
his charge. The min soon abating, the prince, on the 
point of remounting his horse, observed that the boy who 
held the bridle hm two tliumbs upon his hand, and, in- 
quiring who he was, was informed by him that he was tibe 
miller's son. It brought immediately to his recollection 
that old prophecy of Mother Shipton, that when the prince's 
bridle should be held by a miller's son with two thumbs on 
one hand, there would be great convulsions in the kingdom. 
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The circamatance was lauglmble, and his royal highnew 
was mnch amused at the singularity of if 



POKTRAITS OF THB LATE K*NG. 

It is well known that the queeii, firom the infancy of the 
Prince of Wales, was through life much attached to him. 
Soon after his birth, her majesty had a whole-length portrait 
of his royal highness modelled in wax. He was represented 
naked. This figure was half a span long, lying upon a 
crimson cushion, and it was covered by a bell-glass. Her 
majesty had it constantly on her toilette at Buckingham 
House, and there it was seen by the visiters after her map 
jesty's decease. The likeness was still palpable, though 
ihe original had outlived the date of the fairy model m<»e 
than hfdf a century. Few years passed, it is believed, with- 
out her majesty having his portrait, in tniniature, enamd, 
silhouette, modelled in marble or wax, or in some other style 
i^ art. 

In one of the state apartments ^at Windsor, there is a 
Jamily piece representing the queen seated-with^ as it would 
appear, two of the rojral children ; one on ihe lap, a few 
months old, exceedingly fair; the other a sturdy infant, 
aged apparently about two years. Those are described as 
the Prince of Wales and Duke of York. 

Some years since, his late majesty, going round the col- 
lection, and describing the pictures to a foreigner of distinc- 
tion, stopped at this family piece. Mr. Legg, the principal 
cicerone, had just described it as usual to tne party, when 
the condescending monarch observed, "You must alter your 
histoiy, Mr. Legg." Then smiling, and addressing himsdf 
not only to the foreign gentleman, but to the whole party, 
he observed, " That picture was psdnted by the ingenious 
Mr. Allan Ramsay, son of the celebrated author of * The 
Gentle Shepherd.* Now, Mr. Ramsay having like his fathet 
become celebrated too, fdl into the common fault of portrait- 
painters — undertaking more than he could perfoim. He 
engaged to paint within a given time the Queen and the 
Pmice of Wales, then an infant in arms, as you per- 
ceiVe. He completed the likeness of the mother, who might 
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hone waiUdf but somehow n^lected to finish the diild notii 
he had grown into the stui^ hoy you see standing before 
her.*' So that in fact it is two portraits of the same child, 
though in that short space more dissimilar to each other than 
perhaps at any subsequent period. 



" Dibdin, in his <* Musical Tour," relates the following 
anecdote of the Prince of Wales : — 

<* By his royal highnesses appointment, I had the great 
honour to sing to his royal highness, at the house of a fHend, 
twenty songs, all of which received perfect ^iprobation. 
Thj^-prince remained two hours, even though Mjurchesi had, 
during the interval, made his first appearance at the King's 
Theatre. His royal highness, upon my singing the * High- 
mettled Racer,' informed the company that he had fortu- 
nately about a fortnight before rescued a poor, old, half-blind 
race-horse finom the galling shafts of a ha^ey post-chaise." 



George IV. must no doubt have often heard firom his early 
whig associates, that every person who sets foot on British 
ground becomes firee, and that it matters not, as regards the 
point of freedom, whether a man is white, black, brown, 
olive, or yellow. His majesty had all the antipathy of a 
Virginia negro-driver to blacks. A naval peer incuned 
irretrievable disgrace by an attempt to carry through the for- 
malities of presentation a wealthy half-breed from Calcutta; 
and Cramer, the musician, nearly lost his situation of leader 
of the royal band by a similar piece of imprudence. The 
story, as regards Cramer, runs thus : — The fiddling gene- 
ralissimo was bent on having a black man to beat the kettle- 
drum ; but aware g( his majesty's antipathy to the sable 
tribe, he was in despair of ever being able to accomplish his 
wishes, when he met by chance with a native Englishman 
of so daric a hue, that at a short distance he might easily be 
mistaken for an importation firom the coast of Guinea. 
Cramer had the man forthwith installed in the office of ket- 
tle-drummer, and now came the trying scene of his introduc- 
tion to the royal presence. On the king's entering ths 
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music-room, he started, and seemed much displeased ; but 
after approaching a little nearer, and applying a glass to his 
eye, he called Cramer to him. ** I see, sir," said the kine, 
*• yoor wish to accustom me to a black drummer by degrees?' 



When Prince of Wales he patronised many of the emi- 
nent actors. To Jack Johnstone he was particularly kind. 
Meeting him one day on the Steyne, his royal highness in- 
vited him to dinner ; and while Johnstone was making his 
reply, the late Mr. Lewis came near, whom he took leave to 
introduce to his royal highness. When Lewis had wita- 
drawn, some remarks were made on his talents, and John- 
stone said, '^ He has now a son going out to India ; a single 
word from the Prince o£ Wales would be the making of 
him. If your royal highness would condescend to favour 
faim with a letter, it would serve him immensely." The 
prince looked at the actor for some moments, but made no 
reply. Johnstone feared he had given offence. " I beg your 
royal highnesses pardon," said h,e, '* I fear I have taken too 
great a liberty." <*No, Johnstone," replied the prince, 
^ that is not it ; but I am considering whether a letter from 
my brother Frederick would not be likely to serve the young 
gentleman more. A day or two afterward, Johnstone re- 
ceived, under cover from the prince, two letters — one from 
himself, and one from the Duke of York. This was not 
doing things by halves ! 

The prince allowed Kelly lOOZ. a-year ; or rather, insisted 
upon his having &free benefit at the Opera House annually 
for the remainder of his life, and on each of those occasions 
the king gave him 1002. 



In Liquorpond-street lived the once well-known Leader, 
the coachmaker, whom the prince patronised, and thus 
made him for a considerable period the most fashionable 
coachmaker in London ; by which means he accumulated 
a very handsome fortune. The prince, when in town, was 
frequently \jl the habit of going to Leader's shop, some- 
times driving himself in a phaeton and four, and sometimes 
driven by an attendant. 
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When the late Loid Erskine was attorney-general to 
the Prince of Wales, he was retained by Thomas Paine to 
defend him on his tml for publishing the second part of his 
'* Rights of Man ;" but it was soon intimated to him by 
high authority, that such advocacy was considered to be in- 
compatible with his official situation ; and the prince him- 
self in the most friendly manner, acquainted him that it 
was highly displeasing to the king, and that he oug^t to 
endeavour to expladn his conduct. This Mr. Erskine imme- 
diately did in a letter to his majesty himself, in which, after 
expressing his sincere attachment to his person, and to that 
ccnstitution which was attacked in the work to be defended, 
he took the liberty to claim, as an invaluable part of that 
veiy constitution, the unquestionable right of the subject to 
make his defence by any counsel of his own free choice, if 
not previously retained, or engaged by office from the crown ; 
and that there was no other way of deciding whether that 
was or was not consistent' with his situation as attorney- 
general to the prince, than by referring, according to ca»- 
tom, the question to the bar, which he was perfectly willing, 
and even desirous to do. In a few days aftefward, Mr. 
Erskine received, through the late Admiral Payne,^ a most 
gracious message from Sie prince, expressing his deep re- 
. gret in feeling himself obliged to accept Mr. Erskine's resign 
nation, which was accordingly sent. A few years after- 
ward, however, his royal highness sent for Mr. Erskine to 
Carlton House, while he was still in bed under a severe ill- 
ness, and taking him most graciously by the hand, said to 
lum, that thou^ he was not at all qualified to judge of re- 
tainers, nor to appreciate the correctness or incorrectness 
of his conduct in the instance that had separated them, yet 
that, being convinced he had acted from the purest motives, 
he wished most publicly to manifest that opinion, and there- 
fore directed him to go immediately to Somerset House, and 
to bring with him for his signature the patent of chancellor 
to his royal highness, which he said he had always designed 
for Mr. Erskine. 



The king was particularly fond of anatomical and medical 
pursuits ; and Mr. Caipue, now a distinguished lecturer on 
the science of anatomy in the metropolis, had the honour of 
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demonstrating to his majesty, when prince, the genera! 
structure of the human hody, in which he took great inte- 
rest. His majesty prided hnnself upon his medical informa- 
tion, and had always near him men distinguished for their 
successfiil researches in the sciences of anatomy and medi- 
cine. Mr. Weiss, the ingenious instrument-maker, used 
lor many years to submit to his majesty's inspection every 
new surgical instrument that came out invented by himself 
or others ; and we have heard, that in one instance he was 
indebted to his majesty for the suggestion of a very valuable 
improvement. 



ORlOtNAL LBTTBR OF THE KING, WHEN PRINCE OF WALES, TO 
THE LATE DUTCHESS OF DEVON8H1KE. 

How little you know me, ever dearest dutchess, and how 
much you have misconceived the object of this day's dinner, 
which has succeeded beyond my most sanguine expecta- 
tions ! It has almost, if not entirely, annihilated every 
coolness that has for a short time past appeared to exist 
between the Duke of Norfolk and his old firiends, and 
brought Erskine back also. Ask only the Duke of Leinster 
and Guildford what passed. I believe you never heard 
such an eulogium pronounced from the lips of man, as I 
this day have pronounced upon, Fox, and so complete a 
refutation of all the absurd doctrines and foolish distinctions 
which they have grounded their late conduct upon. This 
was most honourably, distinctly, and zealously supported 
by Sheridan, by which they were completely driven to the 
wall, and positively pledged themselves hereafter to follow 
no other line of politics than what Fox and myself would 
hold out to them, and with a certain degree of contrition 
expressed by them, at their ever having ventured to express 
a doubt respectiog either Charles or myself. Harry How- 
ard, who never has varied in his sentiments, was overjoyed, 
and said he never knew any thin^ so well done, or so well 
timed, and that he should to-night retire to his bed the 
happiest of men, as his mind was now at ease, which it 
had not been for some time past. In short, what fell from 
both Sheridan as well as myself was received with rapture 
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by the company ; and I consider this as one of the hicUeflt 
and most useful days I have spent. As to partknlais, I 
must ask your patience till to-moirow, when I wlU relsite 
every incident, with which I am confident you will be most 
completely satisfied. Pray, my ever dearest datchess, 
whenever you bestow a thought upon me, have rather a 
better opinion of my steajdmcss and jvrmness, I really 
think, vdthout being very romantic, I may claim this of 
you ; at the same time I am most grateful to you for your 
candour, and the affectionate warmth, if I may be allowed 
so to call it, which dictates the contents of your letter : you 
may depend upon its being seen by no one but myself. 
Depend upon my coming to you to-morrow. I am delighted 
with your goodness to me, and ever 

Most devotedly yours,^ 
Carlton House, Friday nights G. P. 



On the death of the late Duke of Cumberland, George 
the Four&, then Prince of Wales, was electeid Grand 
Master of Uie Grand Lodge of Freemasons, and in that 
character his royal highness presided at the subsequent 
anniversary dinner, consisting of the members of all the 
inaugurated lodges of masons in London. The meeting 
was held at Freemasons' Tavern, and nearly 500 persons 
were present. On this occasion the prince exhibited, in 
various speeches, powers which astonished the audience ; 
and while he expatiated upon the character and Tiitnes 
of his recently deceased uncle and predecessor in office, 
many were in tears. This, we believe, was the only great 
public occasion in which the oratorical powers of the Prinee 
of Wales were exhibited during three or four hours. Lord 
Moira occupied a place on the right hand of the prince, 
who appointed him Deputy Grand Master, which, by the 
death of the Duke of Manchester, had become vacant. 



George the Fourth was an accomplished musician ; his 
majesty performed well on the violoncello, and sang with 
great taste and judgment : his voice was a bass of fine 
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lity, mixing hannonioosly with other voices ia glees, dec 
hen MazzingM conducted the Sunday concerts which 
used to take place at the residences of persons of rank 
some thirty or forty years ago, the Prince of Wales played 
the principal bass with CrosdUl. 



The late king has left a will, which, as soon as his 
majesty's decease was annocmeed, was placed in the 
hands of the Duke of Wellington, who handed it to the 
present sovereign, and it has been opened. The indivi- 
duals named as executors are the Duke of Wellington, the 
late Lord Gifibid, and Sir William Knighton. The will 
is dated some years back. 



A valuable miniature likeness of Oliver Cromwell, painted 
ftom life, having been accidentally found, the possessor had 
the honour of showing it to the late king, who immediately 
exclaimed, <* How would Charles I. have honoured the man 
who had brought him Oliver Cromwell's head !*' 



The king's service of plate is superb : he had a very 
plain set in common use ; but before his last illness, when 
the cabinet ministers held a council at Windsor, and dined 
with him, the rich service was produced, and was the object 
of great attraction. The king had provided a sumptuous 
sideboard for its display, which was made of very dark and 
beautifully polished mahogany, inlaid with gold, and lined 
with lookmg-glass ; but when put up, it was found entirely 
to overpower the effect of the other iiimiture and decora* 
tions of the apartment. The obvious course to pursue 
would have been its removal ; instead of which, however, 
the magnificently decorated arch, which the lower part of 
the sideboard supported, was cut away, and the remainder 
left for use. The apartments are spacious and weIl-con« 
structed; they have, however, firom the nature of the 
Kk 
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building, only one principal light, and there is too much 
gold panelling m them for elegance. 



So averse was the king to be seen during his rides in 
the parks at Windsor for the last two or three years, that 
outriders were always despatched, while his pony-chaise 
was preparing, to whichever of the gates he intended to 
pass, across the Frogmore road, driving from one park into 
the other ; and if anybody was seen loitering near either 
gate, the course of the ride was instantly altered, to escape 
even the passing glance of a casual observer. His majesty 
seldom drove across 'to the long walk from the castle, be- 
cause he was there more likely to be met by the Windsor 
people. His most private way was through a small gate 
in the park wall, opposite another small gate in the wail 
of the grounds at Frogmor^ at the Datchet side. He there 
crossed the road in a moment, and had rides so arranged 
between Frogmore and Virginia-water, that he had between 
twenty and thirty miles of neatly planted avenues, from 
which the public were wholly excluded. At certain points 
of these rides, which opened towards the public thorough- 
fares of the park, there were always servants stationed oi» 
those occasions, to prevent the intrusion of strangers upon 
the king's privacy. 

The plantations have been so carefully nourished for 
seclusion around the royal lodge, that only the chimneys 
of the building can be now seen from the space near the 
top of the long walk. The king, while engaged in fishing, 
caused the same rigid exclusion from his grotesque building 
at Virginia-water to be enforced ; and dso when visitmg 
the various temples which he had erected on the grounds. 
A great deal of money was laid out on these edifices ; but 
it was only by stealth and the connivance of servants that 
tiiey were at any time to be seen. 

His majesty was so little aware that the fatal result of 
liis indisposition was near at hand, that up to a very late 
period of his sufferings he occupied himself considerably 
with- the progress of some additions which he was making 
to the royal lodge. He was particularly anxious to have a 
new dining-room finished by his birth-day, on the 13th of 
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August, not thinking that a month before that day his re- 
mains would be gathered into their tomb. He was also up 
to the same late period occupied by the improvements in 
Windsor Castle, and used to have himself rolled through 
the apartments in a chair which was constructed for Us 
majesty's use. Notwithstanding these anticipations, it is 
known that the king's health had been declining for nearly 
two years. His old sufferings from the gout had given -wvf 
to an occasional " embarrassment of breathing" (the expres- 
sive phrase of the bulletins), and at times to great depres- 
sion of spirits. His majesty was often found apparently lost 
in abstraction, and relieved only by shedding tears. At other 
times, however, the king took a great interest in the works 
which were carrying on in the lodge and the castle of Wind- 
sor, particularly those which he intended for his private 
use, and spoke of a long enjoyment of them. 

It is said that for some time before Sir Henry Halford 
and Sir M. Tiemey were last called in, his late majesty 
was under the domestic medical treatment of two gentlemen 
who were of bis household. His majesty had for a long 
time etinced a great indisposition to exercise of any kind ; 
the least exertion was attended with faintness, and his ma- 
jesty's usual remedy was a glass of some liqueur. He had 
a particular kind of cherry brandy, which he thought to be 
of medical use when he felt these symptoms of debility, 
and to which he resorted up to a late period of his life. 
Until the bursting of the blood-vessel on the day before his 
death, the king did not think his case absolutely hopeless ; 
even then, the slight refreshment of sleep rallied his spirits 
a little. 

His majesty for many years had been scarcely ever free 
from some symptom which indicated the presence, more or 
less severe, of gout in the extremities ; but in January, 
during the existence of the catarrhal affection, the extremi- 
ties were entirely free from every sign of gout. At the 
latter end of February, and even in the beginning of March, 
his majesty was well enough to take his customary rides 
in an open carriage, and occasionally visited the different 
parts of the royal demesne in which his various improve- 
ments and alterations were going forward. On Monday, 
the 12th of April, he rode in the parks for the last time, aii^ 
passed an hour in the menagerie, a place in which he took 
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great delight. While there he complained of pain and 
Siintness, and inquired of the keeper if he hM any brandy 
in the house. The man, an old servant of the Duke of 
York, said he had something which he thought his majesty 
would like better than brandy. ** What is that ?" said his 
majesty. ** Cheny gin," was the reply ; " it was made by 
my old woman, sir." The king seemed much pleased by 
this mark of attention, and expressed a wish to taste ** the 
old girl's cordial." On its being handed to his majesty, he 
appeared to relish exceedingly the (to him novel) compound, 
cmd finished the remainder of the bottle. 

The harassing dry cough and wheezing respiration still 
continued, notwithstanding the remedies that were em- 
ployed. It was on the 28th of the month (March) that Mr. 
Wardrop, on visiting the king, first called the attention of 
Sir W. Knighton to the existence of an alarming disease 
going on in his majesty's heart. From the examination of 
the circulating and respiratory orgsms, which Mr. Wardrop 
tilien made by means of the stethoscope, it was quite evi- 
dent that the " embarrassment" in the king's bieathing 
arose from a disordered state of the heart's action, the blood 
not being propelled with its natural regularity and velocity 
through the lungs. 

The rMCi or wheezing sound, was attributed to an in 
jected ^uffdsed state of the mucous membrane lining the 
air-cells, and was independent of that disturbance of the 
respiration produced by the irregularity in the action of the 
heart. The circumstance of the extremities, which had 
been so long aifected by gout, being now entirely free from 
every symptom of that disease, and me well-known strongly- 
marked gouty constitution of his majesty, indicated the pre- 
cise character of the disease which existed in the cavity of 
the thorax, and led to the hope that, by an efibrt of nature, 
or by the aid of art, a revulsion or translation of the gout 
from the chest to the extremities might remove the more 
dangerous inflammatory affection of the vital organs. Time, 
however, has shovni that this salutary termination of his 
majesty's disorder was not to be realized. Like many per- 
sons subject to gout, his majesty had occasionally, and 
more particularly before a paroxysm, an intermittent pulse 
and a corresponding irregularity of the heart's action. 
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BOYAL AMATEURS. 



^ His late majesty inherited a musical temperament on the 
aide of both fitther and mother. George III., as is well 
known, possessed a German taste for the organ, and was, 
it is said, a good performer. His queen (who had doubtless 
profited by one of the family of the Bachs, long a music- 
master at court) was a singer, had been accompanied by 
Mozart, and favourably mentioned as a player on the harp- 
sichord in the diary of Haydn. The testimony of the old 
composer may be relied on ; it came to light among other pri- 
vate memoranda years after his death, but when every thing 
connected with Haydn had become matter of public interest, 
and his opinions upon art the property of posterity. Haydn's 
note is, '< the queen played pretty well ;" a cautious phrase, 
but one more complimentary to her acquirements than the 
loose epithets of praise which are generally dealt out upon 
any exhibition of royal cleverness. The patronage which 
George lU. bestowed upon the solid style of the ancient 
masters, grew out of his early intimacy and admiration of 
the works of Handel ; and the particular favour which he 
testified towards this author's compositions was in part the 
conscientious fulfilment of a promise. Our authority for 
the following anecdote is good, and the circimistance is not 
too romantic to be true. 

After one of the concerts at court, at which George III., 
then a child, had been an auditor, Handel patted the little 
boy on the head, saying, '< You will take care of my music, 
when I am dead." This pathetic injunCticm of the com- 
poser the king, to his honour, never forgot. How it may 
be in other arts we know not ; but in music it is seldom that 
the taste changes after an individual has arrived at manhood 
in the admiration of a certain beau idial. This is particu- 
larly the case where people have strong feeling, with little 
science : it is knowledge alone which, in opening to us the 
possible advantages of new discoveries, renders music pro- 
gressive. Although the great revolution in music which 
had been anticipated by C. P. E. Bach, and which was car- 
ried through by Haydn and Mozart, took place during the 
reign of George III., and although the king was visited by 
bow the latter composers, and was partly sensible of their 
Kk2 
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menUi, he itill preftncd HaadeL Widi Ik fafee i—jmiij 
iroMcwa* leM«pM9ioatinaiwithGcorKeIIL,ENitbepoB- 

9tm*fA TeftnemeBt oftstsste. Thoogli a dUettemte ygftjurtie r 
mi t)M^ TKAtmteWOi for which iiistniiiient he was the^ pnpd >f 
Crondill, h« was mate celebrated for his wicmnjgrmgTwt at 
clev^er profeMovs, than for admxratioii of fa» owii bib ■■ iiiiii u 
or deirire to enchant the lordfl and huBes in waatizt^ Ira- the 
npral /<n^# deforce. A youth, son of one of the pti jimii 
Of his hovuehold, having manifested an jnrlin a tiii n fcr i 
sic, the king despatch^ him to Vienna toieeehe thr 1 
caHiTation which the care of Mozart coold hestow npaa his 
talent ; the object of this right princely patronage was Xr. 
Attwood* He ever manifested a particular regard W Lm^cy 
and J. B. Cramer ; and we have heard it mentioned that oce 
of the fmest exhibitions of piano-forte playing was given W 
the latter at the Pavilion at Brighton a few years bxk. 80 
well knovm arnon^ professors was the pntiality of the late 
king to Lindley, th£^ he was named as the most pmbaMe 
successor of Shield in the mastership of the royal hand <^ 
mnsicians. This post was, however, otherwise disposed o£ 

The first score of the opera La Clemenza di Tiio known 
in this country was obtained £rora the library at Carttva 
House, and, as a signal favour from the prince to Mrs. BS- 
lington, was lent for her benefit. How worthy that extra- 
ordinary woman was of the distinction she soon di^ayed, 
in presence of the admiring orchestra and vocal corp* of the 
Opera House, by sitting down to the score, playing the 
Whole opera through, and singing the part of ViieUia at 
■iffhtl 

The prince once received a letter by the twopenny post, 
which he is sud to have kept as a curiosity. It was sent 
br Griesbach, the German oboe-player, with a simplicity 
characteristic of the man, to request payment for attendance 
at some private concerts. The <^ginai mode of applies^ 
tion caused much diversion to the party addressed, and pro- 
cured the money instantly. Church-music his majesty did 
not encourage so much as might have been beneficial. If 
Handel had m the preceding reign found favour to the ex- 
clusion of other masters, and consequently to the narrow- 
ing of the public taste, in the succeeding one fashion hardly 
gave him a chance. Under the withering influence of ne- 
glect in the highest quartenii and suffering too ftom the in* 
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trodnctioa of the modem sacred compoeitions of the conti- 
nent, seductive thiough the effects of light and shade, and 
the rich and varied employment of instruments, Handel 
^vas fest sinking into neglect. The enthusiasm which Ger- 
many and France now manifest for the woi^ of this author, 
the public admiration which Beethoven expressed of him, 
and the lately published testimonies of Haydn and Mozart, 
have had their effect upon this country, and the ancient 
taste is reviving. The latest musical expense of the mo- 
narch was his private band of wind instruments : this was 
unequalled in Europe. The performers were picked with 
the greatest care by Cramer, the master ; their allowance 
was liberal, and their united practice diligent and punctual. 
The person selected to preside in this department was one 
who not only knows the full scope and capacity of eveiy 
instrument, but is an able harmonist, and competent to 
adapt .a composition in its most effective manner. Not 
knowing whether the band exists or not under William IV., 
we can scarcely avoid some confusion of tenses in writing 
about it. We hope, however, his present majesty has too 
much taste to dispense with a set of performers that would 
be an ornament to any court in Europe. 



ROYAL OBSEQUIES. 

The royal mausoleum was built by George the Third, 
under Cardinal Wolsey's magnificent tomb-house, which 
reverted to the crown upon the disgrace of that magnificent 
minister. The present tenants of this gloomy mansion are 
George the Third and his Queen, the Princesses Charlotte 
and Amelia, and the Dukes of Kent and York, together 
with the infant Princes Octavius and Alfred. There are 
stone stands for twelve coffin» in the centre of the tomb, 
which are reserved for sovereigns. The cofiins of the other 
members of the royal family are deposited on shelves at each 
side. The entrance is in the choir of St. George's chapel, 
from which a subterraneous passage leads to the tomb. 
The first coffin of the royal founder's family (that of his 
daughter Princess Amelia) was deposited here on the 4th 
•f November, 1810 ; the last that of the Duke of York. 
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The coffin kad been exhibited to the pablic in a roout 
belonging to the fiictoiy, which was hung lound -mth 
black. The coffin is covered on the outside with parpte 
velvet, and lined on the inside with white satin. The nails 
are placed in double rows around either side, and at the 
head and foot, and the sides are divided into tluree collipart- 
ments by double rows of nails. A seroU frame is placed in 
each of these compartments ; and at the ends, and within 
the frame, is a handle highly burnished and gilt. The 
comer plates in the compartments have a coronet engraved 
on them, surrounded with chased palm branches, and the 
engraved letters, G. lY. R. The lid of the coffin is simi- 
larly lined and ornamented with nails, and divided into 
three compartments. In the centre is fixed the plate of 
inscription. At the head are the royal ar:3is, and at the 
foot is a shield, supported by a lion, and surrounded with a 
wreath of laurel. The plate, ornaments, handles, and nails 
aie composed of metal richly gilt. 



The following is the inscription issued from the College 
of Arms, to be engraved on the silver plate which is sd- 
dered on the leaden coffin, and also on the plate which is 
to be placed on the state coffin : — 

DEP08ITUM 

■EKENISSim POTENTIBSIMI £T EXCELLENTISSIMl 

MOMARCHJB 

GEORGII QUARTI 

DEI GBATIA BRITANNIARUM BEOI8 

FIDEI DEFEN80BIS • 

BSeiS HANOVEBiE AC BBVNSVICI, ET LTTNEBUBO» DUCI8 

OBIIT XIVI. DIE JUNII 

ANNO DOMINI MDCCCXXX. 

3STATI8 SUJE LXVIII. 

BXGNIQUE 8UI XI. 

The state coffin is larger than any that are usually made, 
measuring across the shoulders three feet one inch and a 
half. The plate on which the << depositum" is engraved is 
of a size proportionate to that of the coffin ; it is nineteen 
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inches and a half in length, seventeen inches and a half in 
width at the top, and fourteen inches and a quarter at the 
bottom. 



After the king's funeral, the Duke of Cumberland re- 
mained behind ; and, when the chapel was entirely cleared, 
his royal highness, attended by the deputy surveyor-general, 
and a few^ workmen, descended into the royal vault. He 
passed from coffin to coffin, until he came to that which 
encloses the remains of the late Duke of York ; when, sud- 
denly turning to the deputy surveyor-general, he said, 
** Matthews, my poor brother York's coffin seems much 
more mildewed than any of its predecessors l^ The velvet 
covering of the Duke of York's coffin is much discoloured ; 
while those of George III. and his Queen, ^.the Princess 
Charlotte, the Duke of Kent, and even that of the Princess 
Amelia, remain as fresh in appearance as when first placed 
within the. sepulchre. Mr. Matthews explained, that, in 
all probability, the discoloration of the velvet was the con- 
sequence of the wood of which the coffin was formed not 
having been so well seasoned as the others. His royid 
highness made no farther conmient ; but, laying his hand 
on the coffin of his late majesty, and pondering on the in- 
scription for a moment or two, he ascended from the vault, 
and returned to his apartments in the Castle. 



The churches throughout the metropolis were hung with 
black cloth, on account of the death of his majesty. The 
name of " our most gracious sovereign William" was sub- 
stituted for that of ** George" in the church service. The 
latter name has been used since the accession of George I. 
in 1714. 

The name of Adelaide is not new in the list of Queens 
of England. The second wife of Henry I. was Adelaide, 
a princess of Louvaln. The mother of King Stephen, 
daughter of William the Conqueror, was Adela, which is, 
in ract, the same name. 
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Copy of the Letter addregsed to the Managers of the different 
Theatres and VauxhaU Gardens* 

*< Lord Chamberlain's Office, June 26, 18a0. 
'* Sir, — ^In consequence of the death of our late most 
gracious sovereign, I am commanded by the lord chaaiber- 
lain to desire that the theatre under your management be 
immediately closed, and continue so till after the funezal. 
*' I an\) sir, your obedient servant, 

"J. B. Mash." 

At a late hour the following was issued : 

« Lord Chamberlain's Office, June 26, 1830. 
*< Sib, — I am authorized by the lord chamberlain to ac- 
quaint you, that the king, taking into his beneficent consi- 
deration the very great distress which the shutting up of 
the theatres for any length of time would occasion to nu- 
merous families, his majesty has been graciously pleased 
to command that the closing of the theatre under jour 
management, on account of the melancholy event of the 
demise of our late most gracious sovereign, shall be confined 
to this evening, the two days of the body lying in state, 
and the day of the funeral, of which due notice will be 
given you. 

^ Your obedient servant, 

«'J.B. Mash" 



LIVING HEISS TO HIS LATB MAJESTY. 

Clas s I. — 1 . WilUam Henry, the present king. 2. Alei- 
andrina Victoria, of Kent. 3. Ernest Augustus, Puke 
of Cumberland. 4. George Fred. Alex. Ch. Em. Aug., 
of Cumberland. 6. Augustus^Prederick, Duke of Sussex. 
6. Adolphus Frederick, Duke of Cambridge. 7. George 
William, of Cambridge. 8. Augustus Caroline, of Cam- 
bridge. 9. Augusta Sophia, of England. 10. Elizabeth, 
Landgr. of Hesse Homburg. 11. Maxy, Dutchess of 
Gloucester. 12. Sophia, of England. 

Class U.— 13. William Frederick, Duke of Gloucester. 
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14. Sophia Matilda, of Gloucester. 15. Charles Fr. Aug. 
Wm., Duke of Brunswick. 16. William, of Brunswick. 
17. Augustus, of Brunswick. . 18. FTederick WOliain, 
King of Wirtemberg. 19. Chas. Fred. Alex., Prince 
Royal of Wirtemberg. 20. Maria Freda. Chara., of Wir- 
temberg. 21. Sophia Freda. Matilda. 22. Catherine. 
23. Paul. 24. Frederic Charles. 25. Frederic Augustus. 
26. Frederica. 2*2, Paulina, wife of Grand Duke Michael 
of Russia. 28. Frederica Catherine, wife of Jerome Buo- 
naparte. 29. Jerome Napoleon. 30. Frederick VI., King 
of Denmaii;. 

After the present royal family of Denmark, come in suc- 
cession Class III.-— The family of the King of the Nether- 
lands. The family of the Elector of Hesse Cassel. The 
numerous descendants of Louisa of England, Queen of 
Denmark,* grandmother of Frederick IV., and the present 
Dutchess of Holstein, and also of the dethroned King of 
Sweden (Gustavus Adolphus), of the Elector of Hesse 
Cassel, &c, ; so that the family of the last-named claim from 
Louisa of England, Queen of Denmark, as well as from her 
sister Mary, £andgravine of Hesse Cassel. 

Class IV. — The very numerous descendants of Sophia 
of England, Queen of Prussia, mother of Frederick the 
Great, &c, ; who was great-grandmother to the present 
King of Prussia, the late Dutchess of York, the present 
King and Queen of the Netherlands, &c. She was also 
grandmother to Charles XIII. of Sweden, to Princess Rad- 
zivil, to Sophia, Abbess of Quedlenberg, &c. 

* That is to say, the descendants of the Electress Sophta (Dutchess 
Dowager of Hanorer, daughter of the Princess Elizabeth, Queen of Bo< 
hernia, who was daughter of James the First), whom the act of settle- 
ment (13th William III. 1701) decla^^d " next in succession to the crown 
of England, in the Protestant tine " 
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NOTICES OF THEIR PRESENT MAJESTIES. 

HIS WAXE8TT KINO WILLIAM THB FOUSTH. 

William tbe Fourth, third son of King George the Tbirdy 
was bom Au^st the 21st, 1765, and was baptized by the 
name of Wilham Henry. At an eariy age he was dee^tmed 
by- his royal father for the naval service of his country. At 
fourteen he was entered as midshipman on board the Prince 
George, of ninety-eight guns, recently built, and called after 
the Prince of Wales, his late majesty, commanded by Ad- 
miral Digby. In this ship he served in the engagement 
between the English fleet, under the command of Admiral 
Rodney, and the Spanish fleets commanded by Admiral Don 
Juan de Langara, when the EngUsh gained a compile vic- 
tory, the Spaniards, however, %hting very bravely. The 
Admiral in his despatches mentioned, that <*he had called a 
oaptuied Spanish man-of-war the Prince William, in con- 
sequence of her having the honour to be taken in presence 
of his royal highness !" 

Wliile servii^ in the Prince George, his royal highness 
was also present at the capture of a French man-of-war and 
three smaUer vessels. The following instance of his royal 
hi^hness's humanity will do him more honour with leflecting 
minds than the mere accident of birth can ever bestow : — 
It is described by a midshipman in a letter to his family, 
dated «*Port Royal Harbour, April, 1783. The last time 
Lord Hood's fleet was here, a court-martial was held on 
Mr. Benjamin Lee, midshipman, for disrespect to a superior 
ofiicer, at which Lord Hoc^ sat as president. The deter- 
mination of the court was fetal to the prisoner, and he was 
condemned to death. Deeply afliected as the whole body 
of midshipmen were at the dreadful sentence, they knew 
not how to obtain a mitigation of it, since Mr. liee was 
ordered for execution ; while they had not time to make an 
appeal to the Admiralty, and despaired of a petition to Ad- 
miral Rowley. However, his royal highness generously 
stepped forth, drew up a petition, to which he was the first 
to set his name, and solicited the rest of the nudshipmen in 
port to follow his example. He then himself carried the 
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petiifiMm to Admiral Rowtey, and, in the most pranring an# 
vtegemit maimer, begged the lifis 6f an mihappj brotber, id 
which he sticceeded, and Mr. Lee is reprieved. We tt 
acknowledge oar warmest and giratefui thanks to our hu- 
mane, oar brave, and worthy prince, who has so nob^r 
exerted himself in preserving the life of his brother saikir J'' 
The war ceased in 178a, before the prince's eervioe «fe a 
nadshipman was completed. He, -however, was deteimiAed 
to qnahfy himself for cominand, ^nd continued in aetive. 
service ; aifed, in 1783, visited Cape Frangois and tiie H»* 



- Anotlwr opportunity was here afforded him of exercising 
Qis huB«mity for the deliverance of the nnfortonate. Some- 
of Ins eoontiymen, having bro&en the fidehty they had mro*i 
nosed to the Spanish government, were in danger of soner- 
inff under a sentence of death. His royal fairness intei^' 
ceded with eflect^hey were pardoned and liberated. The* 
f€^ewing letter, written by his royal highness to Don Gai- 
vez, the governor of Lotiisiana, does honour to Ins talentv 
and the goodness of hir heart: 

•* SiK, — ^I want words to express to your excellency my 
just sense of your pdite letter, of the delicate nomner in- 
wMeh you caused it to be delivered, and your generous 
condiuct towaids the unlbrtunate in your power. Their' 
pardon, which you have been pleased to granrbn my ac- 
count, is ^e most agreeable present you could have otGered 
nte, and is strongly characteristic of the bravery and gal- 
lantry of the Spanish nation. This instance increases, if 
Csible, my opinion of your excellen«^s humanity, which 
appeared on so many occasions in the course of the 
late war. Admiral Rowley is to despatch a vessel to Louis« 
iana for the prisoners. I am convinced they will ever 
t\&Bk of your exeelleney 's clemency with gratitude ; and I 
have sent a copy of your letter to the king, my father, who 
will be fully sensible of your excellency's attenticm to me. 
I request axy compliments to Madame Galvez, and that you 
will be assured, that actions so n<Ale aff those of your ex- 
cellency will ever be remembered by yours sincerely, 

M William P.»* 

His royal highness,^ having served his fiiti time as mid- 
shipman, was promoted in due course to the rank of lieuh 
tenant and captain, aAd commanded for a considerable tinitoi 
L 1 
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Hm BBmiiB firigate, and in 1790 was appointod i 
lal of the Una. On the 20th of May, 1789, his royal high- 
ness was created Duke of Clarence and St. Andrew's, and 
Earl of Monster ; and on the breaking out of the war with 
France, todL a prominent part in the debates in tib^e Houae 
of Lords in support of the war. 

As his royal brother, the Duke of Yoik, was among the 
first that left our shores to face the enemy on the continent, 
■ome surprise was excited that the Duke of Clar^ice was 
not given a command in the navy. The cause la still «n- 
known to the public ; probably it romained a secret in tlie 
breast c^ his royal fiSther. That he was fipom the com- 
mencement of the war desirous of service has never been 
doubted. He made repeated and earnest applications to 
the king to be allowed to hcHst his flag, and relieve Lord 
CfrfUngwood, then in a declining state of health, in the 
command of tilie Mediterranean fleet. About the same pe- 
riod, a letter, addrossed by the duke to Commodoro Owen, 
appeared in the puMic papers, which thus describes his so- 
hdtude to share the dangers of war and the glories of vic- 
tory :— ** When I shall luive the honour to hoist my flag I 
cannot be certain ; but I am very much inclined to think, 
Ihat eventually I shall have the honour and happinesa ef 
commanding those fine fellows whom I saw in the sprint, 
in the Downs and at Portsmouth. My short stay at Aa- 
miral Campbdl's had improssed me with very fovouraUe 
ideas of the unproved state of the navy ; but-my residence 
at Portsmouth has afforded me ample opportunity of ex»r 
mining, and consequently of having a perfect judgment of 
the high and correct discipline now established in &e king's 
service. •• 

<* Nothing is wanting, sir,*' said Nelson to Prince Wik 
Itam Henry, in 1787, in one of his epistles, ** to make yott 
the dariing of the English nation, but truth. Sony I am 
to say, much to the contrary has been dispersed. Mere 
able friends than myself your royal highness may eamky 
find, and of moro consequence in the state; but one 
more attached and affectionate is not so easily met vrith. 
Princes seldom, very seldom find a disinterosted person to 
eommunieate to. I do not pret»id to be that person ; bat 
of ibis be assured, by a man who, I trust, never did a dia* 
bonouraUe vst, that I em interested only that your royal 
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Idg^eM flhoold be the gieatert and best man Uik < 
ever produced." 
^ When Nelion manied Mrs. Nisbett in Maxcb, 1787» in 
ll&e West Indies, the Duke of Clarence, t)ien Prince Wil^ 
Kun Heniy, who had gone out to the West Indies the pre* 
csedinff winter, was present by his own desire to give away 
tbe bride. 

On the 11th of July, 1818, his majesty married the Prin* 
csess Adelaide Louisa Theresa (bom August 13, 1792). His 
niuesty next received his appointment to the office of lord 
high admiral, an office long thought to be too great to be 
Intrusted to any individual, and accordingly executed by 
eommissioners since the death of Prince George of Den- 
jnark, husband of Queen Anne. 

On the appointment of Mr. Canning to the dignity of 
prime minister, several of his colleagues uad resignra, most 
of them on the alleged ground of his being a supporter of 
Catholic emancipation, which had been opposed by Lord 
liverpool. Lord Melville, the first lord of the Admiralty^ 
though a siqiporter of the Catholic claims, thought fit to re- 
si^ also. The object of the resignations evidently was to 
dure Mr. Canning irmn the helm ; but to enable him to 
coonteract that object, the resignation of the first lord of the 
Admiralty was most opportune, though certainly the con^- 
sequence was unforeseen by the party. Mr. Canning 
boldly revived the office of lord high admiral in the person 
of the next heir to the crown, his present majesty ; and by 
that prompt and unlooked-for exercise of the royal preroga- 
tive, at oBoe confimnded the seceders, and greatly stren^h- 
ened his administration. 

The manner in which his royal hiffhness executed the du« 
ties during the short period he filled the office will never 
be forgotten by the navy. He visited eveiy naval depot; 
oonversed on friendly tenns, not only with every com^ 
Blander, but with every officer ; and made promotions with* 
eat regard to any thing but merit and service, wholly disre- 
garding parliamentary influence. The lord high admiral 
was tccessiUe to every naval officer, without even the gi»* 
seoiony of full dress ; and if evenr wish could not be grat^ 
fied, at least every one was satisfied that his royal highness 
was anxious to render him service. The lord hish admiral. 
•Ise ezndsed a princely hospitality. With su^^nalitiet 
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ninff had, however, ceased to rale or to live. The Duke of 
Wdlinfftoii became hb saceeMor, and it was soon per- 
oeived mat he was desiioas to have hotd Melville restored 
to the office. The popularity his royal highness aequiied 
doling his perfiMmutnoe of the daties of chief of the nsvy 
may fairly be considered a presage of the manner m. 'wthaA 
he may be expected to discharge the higher daties oi i 
reig^ of a great and loyal pec^le. 



The animal peziiamentazy allowanee to his present mm- 
jesty, as heir preswnptive, amoonted to 32,600/., bong 
17,500/. per annum less than the mcome of Prince Leopok^ 
vtho receives 60,000/. ^ 

The Duke of Cumberland has 26,000/. per annnm ; the 
Buke of Cambri^ 27,000/. ; the Duke of Sussex 21,00(M. ; 
the Prineesses Sophia and Augusta 13,000/. each; the 
Dutchess of Kent 12,000/. ; the Dukeof Oloucester, 14,000£. 

Independently of the income enjoyed by his present ma^ 
jesty, the queen was m the receipt of 6,000/. per annum ; 
which was settled upon her on her nuonage in 1818. 
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Her majesty, the queen consort of these reahns, is the 
daughter of Gfeorge Frederick Charles, Didce of Saze-Co- 
burg Meinmigen, by Louisa Elenora, a daughter of Chris- 
tian Alber Lewis, prince of Holwnloe-Laugenburg. Her 
itojesty was bom on the Idtfa of August, 1792, md we* 
baptized by the name of Adelaide Louisa Theresa Caroiiee 
Amelia. In 1803 her majesty lost her excellent father, whe 
died at the early age of 42 ; and with her only brother, Ae 
Msent Duke of Saxe Meinoagen, and h^ sister, Ua, 
Dnt^iess of Saxe Wdmfir Eisenadi, was left under the 
guardianship of her mother, the dntchess; who, by bar 
hosband^s last will, was left regent of the dntchy wAd gae»> 
dtan of his children. Under this able and amnUewomoK 
tile datdran w«re educated in great lelirement at Mwinsn i 



'gcii» tii0 eiyital of tbe taaaai priadp^ty, and wiA a e««» 
flokd attei^on to their morab aud impioTeiiieiit in evoy 
bmach of pdite learning that does the hij^eat credit to h&g 
firtuea and cfaamcter. This excellent princess is still alif% 
and last year sp^it several weeks with her daughter in 
Sngland. From earliest childhood the queen was remail^ 
able fer her sedate and rather reserved habits. Her wholo 
txme was devoted to her studies ; and though naturally of 
a cheerful and lively disposition among her more intimata 
associates, she took little or no pleasure in ibe gayeties or 
£riTolities of fashion ; ahd even when arrived at more map 
tore years, she showed an utter detestation for that laxity 
of morals and contempt for religious feeling which had 
i^rung out of the revolution in France, and had found their 
'Wm into almost eveiy petty court in Gennany. 
I The court of Meinengen happily did not attract inuch of 
the notice of the eim>eior of the French. It was not 
thought necessary either to attempt its corruption by lus 
prc^Bigate emissaries, or to crufih its existence by the azm 
o£ power ; consequently the widowed regent was left in 
undistiurbed possession of her authority, and permitted to 
educate her children and regulate her dutchy accprdmg ta 
her own views and wishes, while almost every other state in 
Germany became a focus of atheism and immorality in eon?* 
sequence of that laxity of principle which France had in- 
troduced among them. The little court at Meinengoi was 
therefore remarkable for its strict morality, and steady mxp-* 
port of the Protestant faith; and its princesses became 
celebrated for their amiable and estimable conduct. Their 
chief delight was in establishing and sviperlntending schools 
for the education of the lower classes of the community, and 
in procuring and providing food and raiment for the feebk 
and destitute in the city and suburbs of the ducal residence. 
The Princess Adelaide was the life of every institutiiNB 
which had for its object the well-being of hgit fellow-ciea* 



Our late Queen Chariotte had long observed this fomilji 
irhii^ flourLdiing like an oasis in me great desert of cor* 
mted Germany, had attracted much of her regard ; and 
wnen hav foresight judged it prudent to urge her third soRi 
the l>okB of Clarence, to enter into the wedded stale, she 
•tnmgly piessed upon his attention the only r^UMiiniog 

Lis 
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i1 will iir <rif the bq^iie of Mdnenfan. llMtoaagMfci 

I^a/md ali)8a% been mariied to her Gousin Bemaztly the si»- 
enid ion of the Grand Duke of Saxe Weimar. * AcocHd* 
ingtf, a regular demand wae made ef the pnnceu^s hand m 
maittage, and a &iToarable anewer rotmned. As it was no- 
poiteible for hk royal hightieiw to proceed to C^imany, tha 
pnncesB, with her mother, was invited over to England, and 
on the 11th of Jtdj, 1818» the prince and princess wen 
married at Kew, in the proaence of the queen and other 
meniben of the royal family ; and at the same time the 
raaniage of the Duke and Dutchess of Kent, which had 
previously taken place in Germany, was performed aoconU 
mg to the rites of the chureh of England. 

After the ceremony, the Duke axS Dutehess of Clamnce 
spent a few days in retirement at St. James's Palace, and 
then proceeded, with a numerous suite, to Hanover. In the 
capital of that kingdom they spent the winter of 1818 and 
iq>ring of 1819. The most h^py anticipations were fonned 
of her giving birth to an heir to the crown of England. 
Ill the moiith of March, however, her r<yyal highness caught 
a severe cold, which ended in a violent pleuritic attack, and, 
is consequence of ihe treatment necessary to prsaerve he* 
valuable life, premature labour was induced, and in the se* 
vmth mipnth her royal highness was delivered of a piinoess. 
It was cluristened on the day of its birth by the name of 
Elizskbeth Adelaide, but expired soon afterward, and was in- 
terred in the royal vault at Hanover, where lie the remains 
of the great Elector, Ernest Augustus, and his grandsoot 
George II. 

The dutohess's recovery was slow, and a change of ai> 
being thought requisite, she proceeded, as soon as she was 
able to travel, to her natal soil, vi«ting Gottingen and Hesaa 
Philipsthall, on the way to Meinengen. The joy of the 
good people of Saxony on again beholding their piineaas 
knew no bounds : they knew how dangerously Ul ahifc had 
been, how almost miraculous had been her recovery ; and 
fiom the moment ^e entered the preolnets^f the dntd&y, 
she was met and welcomed by the vassals of herbrotfaeig 
«nd carried in triumph, for adistanoe of neariy thirty milB^ 
to the capital, wh^i f^to succeeded filte, and all the warid 
kept hotyday for nearly a month. The royal duke, too^ 
l|y hiskind 9Bd condes(^Biiding mannezsi and denoted attoa* 



APmUDCK* MB 

I>histicated natiTes, aiid becant z» one of thflii iali*t 

After a i^iodence of six weeScs in tlM cmstb^ tiie oooA 
moved to f idbenstoin^ a nsulenoe r«tired» and of OBgobv 
beauty, where there are celebrated mineral spnnga, anpi 
Whsre, in the course of the siainmer, die dotchewiMoorered 
herheakh perfectly. The dukejVriioee l^it waftahn^v 



in ^gkdnd) determined on returning to Bueky; aaid J 
dutchess, who had been chaimed wkh tiie beauties of dinA 
retimneht during her short stay in tfaia coimtiy,. stm^ljr 
urged his doing so, maintaining that they might fi^e as 
ieconomically at Bushy Park as at any odier ^aee in Hm 
world. Towards the end of October, 181d, th^ioyai fna 
left Meinengen, cm their letMni to England. Tlie Hdgtm 
of so long a journey was too much for her delicate ftamsy 
and at Dunkiik she suJTered a miscarriage. lliiB again 
afibcted her health ; and a reddence on the seaosast beiiag 
reckoned advisable, Loud Liverpool offered the dulbs tl^ ustf 
ef Dover-Castie ; and on landmg^firom the Royal Sovei«igs 
yacht, the Duke and Dutchess of Claience took up' their 
fesidence iu that ancient bmlding, where they lemaiiied 
nearly sue weeks, 

• The dutehess b^g now perfectly recovered, ikBf ve« 
moved to St. James's (Bushy House being under vepaiis)^ 
fuid spent the winter of that year in London. A^ain there 
seemed a faar prospect of her giving birth to a didd at tbe 
IttH time. Considerably be£»re the natural period, however^ 
her royid highness Was delivered 6f a fine hetdtli^ pxineees^ 
The child, nevertheless, grew, and incxeased in stMngtIS 
daily, to the great joy of its ilkislrious parenta, and af tfa^ 
nation at lai^. By speeial desire of the late kmg she ifM# 
christened Sizabeth — ^a name deer to Englishman; buK 
when about three- months old) she was smed with a fttal 
illness which carried her off in a fsw hours. 



rnOCLAMAIIOir OF IRS MAJBSTr. 

Monday, hmA S8, being appoinled fot the ' pfockmatimr 
of his Miajesty, William H^., the heralds and other pe rs e n si 
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«t «B etf^ hour at St. JtfDM's Palace. 

In tbe comae of the mormng the court of the loyal 3 

nam crowded inOk cairiages of tbe nobiUihf' and 
I of state, uid the adjoimiig atceets were filled wift 



The weaker was extremely fitvofoiaUe^ and a pxodigiotti 
■mUitiide thronged the streets through which the csval- 
flade was expected to ^ass. It is seldom that such an im- 
SMBse mass of people is seen collected tog^her. 

Sttioitly befine ten o'clodc his Majesty aniYed at tibe pa- 
lace fran Bushy Paik, The ting was attired in deep 
wanming, and wore a blue sash o^er his left dioulder. Hia 
Mmeaty was recetredl^ the Dukes of Cumberiand, Susaexy 
and Gloucester, Prince Leopold, the Duke of Welling* 
tim, dice 

Ereiy avenue and ntuation in the neighbourhood of the 
pdaee was crowded with individuals desirous of witnessing 
W0 iqppioachmg ceremony. S^<Mn or never has so vast 
a concourse bem congregated in the Padk and iwmiedlatie 
vicinity of St. James's. 

Pioecisely at ten o'clock the Park imd Tower guns having 
been fired by sjgnal, Sir George Na5ler, Garter King-«t- 
Avns, fead the Procteiua^n, uinouncing the accession of 
his Majesty. 

During this ceremony, his Majesty, surrounded by bis 
illttstxiouB relatives, and aJl the great ofiicers of state, pn* 
aented himself toti^e view of his subjects at the palace win- 
dow. As soon as he was recognised, the air was rant with 
aoelamations. The king appeared greatly affected by this 
spontaneous and unanimous burst of enthusiastie loyalty 
sod attachment, .and acknowledged the attentions of h» - 
people by repeatedly bovnng. Those who were fortunate 
#noa^ to secure a position near the palace observed tiiat 
the kmg was affected even to tears. 

The gates of the palace having been thrown open, the 
procession moved forward, the Idle Guards, who accompa- 
nied it, brandishing their swords, and the ladies in the balco* 
nies and windows of the houses contigoons wa;ving their 
handkerchiefit, amid a tempest of cheers firom the multitiidei 
nrho took off their hats and shouted « Umg live King IK^ 

fimiv.r 



Paik guBSy ssaA the- aeaicely less nms^r «oclsEBHtiQfii» of tiitt 
moltitade. 

On its animal st ChamgwoxcNSs, the piooessioii movM is 
the IbUowliig order :«— 



Mr. I>e, High Gonstahle of Westminster, with a I 

of OifieeTS to clear the way. 

Two Horse Cktards. 

A single ditto. 

The Furrier of the Horse Goaids. 

Four Pioneers with their axes. 

The Beaf^s of St. James's and St. Martinis Parudies in tiieit 

faVL dresses, and with their staves of office. 

A posse of New Poliee Constables. 

The Band of Horse GKiards in their State imifofkns. 

Ei^ht Marshals on foot. 

The Knight Marshal and his Men. 

The Honsehoid Troop. 

Sta^ Band, Kettle-dnuns, and Trampets. 

Pursuivants on horseback. 

Heralds. 

The King-at-arms, supported by Sergeants with their maces. 

Troop of Horse Guards.' ^ 

It is difficult to conceive anything more imposing than te 
appeaiaace of Charing-eross and Ss immediate vicinity on 
the approach of the procession. The streets were faneit 
with [^[raetators in Uioasands, coaches and vehicles of every 
description thronged tiie way, ajid the houses from basement 
to roof were crowded with persons anxievw to witness and 
eifer th^ tribute of their dieer to the pasong p«geafit. Tlw 
rioffing of the dbsarch bells, the discharge of oiidnanoey 
M the shouts of the mc^itude, added gmtly to the ex^ 
dtement of the oeoasion. From the opera house to Ohft> 
nng-cioss every position ttuBt affiyrded the^ohanee of a new 
of tiii»«avaloade waa oeCupied by duatenof humab beings ^ 
and the whole sc^ne presented an extremely animated ap« 
peavanee, the say dresses of the females not having been as 
yet sapeMeded by the sombre gaib of mofimmg. 

ISie proeesslcm haviftg halted, the fiiilofwiag I 
fMeMad:>*- 



^Mt GSOROB xm romiTR. 

«« Whsrea^ it bath plMsad Alinigfaty God to caD to Im 
flwrej ow late Sovereign Lord King Geor^ the Fomtfa, 
of blesned memoij, by whose decease the nnperial cnmn. 
of the United Kingdoni of Great Biitain and Ireland is aolely 
and rightfully come to the high and mighty Prince WilliaiD» 
Duke of Clarence ; we, therefore, the lords isf>iritaal and 
ten^ial of this realm, being here assisted with those of 
his late majesty's privy -ooimci], with numbers of other 
principal gentlemen of qaality,. with the lord mayor, alder- 
men, and citizens of London, do now hereby, with one 
voice and consent of tongue and heait, publish and pio- 
daim that the high and mighty Prince William, Duke of 
Clamice, is now, by the death of the late sovereign* of 
hi^roy memory, become our only lawful and lightftd liege 
Lord William the Fourth, W the ffrace of G^ King of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Defen£r of the Faith (and so 
forth). To whom we acknowledge all faith and constant 
ebe^ence, with all humble and hearty affection, beseeching 
QoA, by whom kings and queens do reign, to bless the voyu 
prince, William the Fouxth, with long and ha|^ yeaia to 
leign over us. 

** Given, dbc. ** God sa.v« the Kino !*» 

At the conclusion, the aix was rent by cries of *' Long 
live King William !" and hats and huidkerchiefs weie 
Wlmred in amanner the most loyal and enthusiastie. 

The procession then moved slowlv along the Strand to- 
wwds Temple-bar, the gates of whii^ were closed accord- 
ing to custom. On a &rald demanding admission in the 
1I8BM of King William lY;, the gates were opened by die 
oity marshal, who conducted the herald where the lord 
vaayor, attended by the sheriffs, and other munjcipal aiH 
thoritiea, awaited in their carriages the approach of the ca* 
vakadb. At the end of Chaneery-Iane the prochunalMn 
wai anin sepeated, and the dweUers east of Templo4iar 
a^SwdMl satistactorr evidence that their tangs and loyaltf 
vera aa ationff as those of the iKb«KitM^t« of the oo«ii^«nd 
ofthemofeBopoliB. 

At Wood-street, Cheapside^ the proclamation was also 
lead, and again at the Royal Exchange, under eircomstanoes 
pwi iaai y aiwilar to those aheadty dewsribed> Thelastpto- 
clamatioa took place at Aldgate. At the confitaaifln of 
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the state band, and the aaMiiiblage di^yed tbe QtmiMt 
•ntlraBiasm. 

Throughout the whole of the line of xoad, the wiodowa 
and tops of the houses were filled with spectators : eveiy 
apot that commanded a biid'»«je view of the pfooessioii 
Was crowded, and the streets presented an immense mass of 
living loyalty. The procession was s{dendid without heuw 
gorgeous or extravagant. The ass^nblage attracted by S 
was immense, the Strand, from Charinff-cross to Temple-bai^ 
presenting the appearance of a sea of heads ; and we may 
say, that few public ceremonies within the memory of the 
present generation, have been received with more distin- 
guished maiks of enthusiasm and interest. 



Mrs. Chapone, who was niece of Dr. Thomas, Bishop 
of Winchester, formerlj preceptor to George III., and used 
to spend much of her tune at her uncle's rwidence at Fam- 
ham Castle, relates the following anecdote of the youag 
Duke of Clarence : — *< I was pleased with all the ininces, 
but particularly with Piince William, who is little of his 
age, but so sensible and engaging that he won the bishop'a 
heart ; to whom he particUMrly attached himself, and would 
stay with him while all the rest ran about the house. Hi» 
conversation was surprisingly manly and clever for his age f 
yet with the young BuUere he was quite the boy ; and said 
to Jdm Buller, by way of encouraging him to talk, ' Comoi 
we are both boys, you know.' All of them showed afieo* 
tionate respect to the bishop." 



DOnSTlC HABITS OF KINO WILLIAM IV. 

There are few more regular or temperate men in their 
habits than the present king. He rises early, sometimes at 
six o'clock, and after having written for some time, takes 
breakfast. His Majesty then heare a report read to him of 
the various claims on his benevolence, and sometimes visits 
peiBonaliy the objects of his booaty who reside in the 
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aaiiliiNiuliMfl of to ifotifcawi ' Al dfainer be teldma ««ta 
•f any auuie d^h, fawt vestriote hiwwptf genfiially to one 
dish of plain boiled or roasted meat, drinking oeiy sheny^ 
vaA tfaift in tnodefalion— ns>ter •zdetfdtnf a pint. Ihiiing 
tN day, when not miga^ed in hosinMS, hi amuses lunaself 
ia iilwflifti i eonyersation with meta of all partte^, and retires 
lo bed early. His Mi^esty is oonstitutionally subjeet to 
wtiuna; but with saeh habits we inust hope thai he will 
live toa good old age. 



It M ft owious fact, but one not more strange than true, 
that his presoitmMesky is at one and the same time King 
William the First, Second, Third, and Fourth ! The fol- 
lowing explanation will reconcile this apparent contradic- 
tion : — ^As King of Hanover he is William the First ; that 
• wmti y giving <xily the title, of elector to its lulers pteviously 
to George the Third. Aa King of Ireland, Wifliam the 
Sftoend; that kingdom was not added to the British crown 
wrtil tl» >®%n of Henry the Secimd, and conse^piently 
WiBiam the CaDqueNr and William Ruiiis were not sove- 
waftm of Ireland ; therefore, as there were no native kii^ 
ef Unl name, Wiltimn the Tlurd of En^^d was the First 
of Ifsiaiid, and our present monarch is, of ooune, William 
the SeoonL As King of Scotland, William the Thiid; 
the only monarch of that name previously to James the 
Tint (who united the two kingdoms) being the celebrated 
WiUiam Uie IdOOi. And as Ki^ of England, William the 
FowMu 
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God save our noble king ! 
Wflliam the Foimh we smg ; 

God stove the king ! 
Send him vieleiious, 
Happy and gbrious, 
Lohg to reign over us \ 

wd tftve the king ! 



O LoidMurGod, «nM^ 
Guaidhim from eneime«» 

Or make them &11 ; 
May peace, with plenty crown*d, 
Throoff hoot hie reahiu abomid ; 
So be ma name ranown'd ! 

God save as all ! 

Or should some foreiffn band 
Bare to tins favour'd land 

Discord to bring. 
May our brave V^4lliam*8 name» 
Proud in the lists of iame. 
Bring them to scorn and shame ! 

God save the king ! 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On William deign to poar» 

Joy round him fling ; 
May he defend our laws, 
And ever give us cause 
To sing vmh heart and voice, 

God save the king ! 



niTATB RAilVt, OHAEACrBB, AMD AM Of THB BBiaKINO 
tOVBBXlAHS. 

Chailes X. of France, was the oldest soverogn in Europe. 
He is seventy-three years of aj^e, tall in person, and very hale. 

The Pope, Hus VlIL, is sixty-eight, about the same a^ 
as his late muesty, and in tolerable vigour. The church u 
usually etmsidered favourable to Icmgevity. 

Benadotte, king of Sweden, is sixty-six, and has recently 
had a severe iUness, but is a strong and healthy man. 

William IV. of Enffland, our sovereign, is sixty-five. 
Be is at present in good hec^ and does not appear to be 
morn than filly. £Qs teauMtrate haMts and practice of early 
Bsiiig ase weU Icdowb. He loves exefdae, tiavelf and so* 
aofey. 

Mm 



410 OEOROB TBB VOVRTH. 

Felix, king of Sardinia, ut ci thesanM age as onrmonaxcli, 
and enjoys good health. 

Frederick VI. of Denmark, sixty-two years old, is a yeij 
healthy man. 

Frederick William III., king of Prusna, in his sixtieth 
year, possesses a good share of health, and bids &ir to live 
to an old age. 

The king of the Netherlands, William I., is fifly-eight; 
he has the appearance of a weather-beaten soldier, as he is ; 
and, although sulgect to chronic complaints, is rcibust. 

Louis Philippe the First, king of the French, bom in 
1773, a man of intelligence and amiable character ; elected 
by the Chamber of Deputies, on the abdication of Charles 
the Tenth, August, 1830. 

Francis, emperor of Austria, is fifty-two, and healthy. His 
affability and condescension in listening to the complaints 
of the meanest of his subjects, and redressing their grievances, 
have rendered him popular. 

Frands, king of Naples, is fifty-two» and gouty. His 
character is the reverse of that of his namesake of Austria. 

Mahmoud XL, sultan of Turkey, is forty-six, and pos- 
sessed of great vigour of body and mind. The Turks, how- 
ever, grow old prematurely, and Mabmoud may be therefore 
reckoned as sixty years old at the least. His countenance 
uid his eye are particularly striking and impressive, and he 
is naturally a very superior man. 

Ferdinand VU. of Spain, is forty-five years old, and has 
Ion? been a prey to disease. He has the goat oonstantty. 

Louis, king of Bavaria, is in his forty-fifth year : he has 
suffered frpm indulgence, and has but lately recovered firom 
a long ilbneSs. His merits as a sovereign and. as a man of 
letters are acknowledged. He passed many years in study, 
and his mind is of an enlarged and liberal cast. The pub- 
lication of a volume of poems has recently obtained, him nime 
as an autilior, in addition to that derived firom the wisdom 
of his government. 

Nicholas I., enqperor of Russia, is thirty-four, tall, handU 
some, and accomplished, hardy and active, and accustomed 
to laborious exertion. A few ninths since he had a venr 
dangerous illness, firom which he is now recovered. Hs u 
tonndered as a very ambitious m<maicbi and the enlargement 
of terriUny appears to be his ruling passion. 
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The joongest and only female eoreTeign is Dofnna Ma^ 
ria da Gloria, the legitimate queen of Portugal (Don Miguel 
not having been yet reeognised), who ie in her thirteenth 
year. She promises to be beautiful, but her health is de- 
ncate, and she is so lame as to be obliged to use crutches. 
She is now at Rio Janeiro, with her father, the emperor 
of BraziL 
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